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Bway Hotels 70%, Empty and Broke, 


v 


With Actors Owing Them $500,000 


New York hotel biz is limping 
through the worst season ever ex- 
prienced. In the Times Square 
sector alone, of the 15,000 rooms 
er thereabouts in hotels catering 
largely to theatrical people, more 
than 70% are unoccupied. 

‘This season’s events are breaking 
all the record low marks made by 
hotels in 1913. In that year, worst 
up to now, the vacancy average was 


Ss around 60%, with a lesser number 


of hotels. 

Two of the major New York 
hostelries, Park Central and Para- 
mount, are struggling in receiver- 
ship, while the managements of the 
Plymouth, Victoria, Knickerbocker, 
Somerset and President have been 
dispossessed. Around 15 others are 
on the verge of receivership, all 
likely to blow any minute. 

Park Central lost $387,000 the past 
year. It leads the pack into the 
red, but with others not far behind, 
some so far the operators are com- 
mencing to believe they’ll never 


(Continued on page 29) 


HAD TO SAVE 10 LIVES 


TO GET THE LAST HALF 


Sam Summers and Estelle Hunt 
(Mrs, Summers) had to save 10 
lives to get a last half. 

The vaude couple played the 
R-K-O Flushing last week on 
Strength of publicity received when 
Maging the rescue in the water off 
Long Beach the previous Sunday. 

Summers and Hunt pulled three 
out of the water and seven others 
from a burning cruiser while boat- 
ing in the bay. They were heavily 
Bublicized by the local papers for 


their heroism, the Flushing date re- 
Sulting. 


Tragic Predicament of 
Athlete With Film Beard 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
aoe Bond, U. S. C. student and 
in “rp Player, who was given a bit 
‘ease e Big Trail” at Fox, has a 
lun = to continue his screen career 
ete his college education 
sintme Same time. Only fly in the 
ery nt is that he grew a full beard 
© part in “Trail” and the beard 
S biggest asset for a new as- 
ment. 
Howard Jones, football coach at 
Eereeaity, Says that if Bond 
the ten beard he’s off the team, as 
i. would be too big an advan- 
or the opponents. 
nd must now decide to give up 
ard and career, or education. 


Air Cooled Automats 
restaurant chain to install 
Plants in each one of its 


will be the Horn & Hard- 
nats, 


First 
dling 
Paterias 
®t Autor 


The Food Squawker 


One fellow of a Times Square 
group mentioned he had had 
an eight-course dinner the 
night before for $1.25. 

“It’s beyond me,” he added, 
“how they can do it.” 

When another remarked: 

“Probably the caviar is do- 
mestic.” 


THE 3 GREAT PROBLEMS 
OF MARRIED WOMEN 


Tired husbands and what to do 
with or about them is a problem 
often brought forward for solution 
by housewife listeners-in to the 
Peggy Wintrop Hour oa WJZ. 

Since Miss Wintrop recommends 
Lux in the course of her advice to 
the perplexed, it suggests tired hus- 
bands should wash in Lux. 

Irritable husbands also seem a 
puzzle to America’s home-keepers 
who turn the radio on while they 
do their morning chores. Those 
who aren’t still burning about their 
husbands’ testy dispositions are 
steamed up about what may be go- 
ing on at the office between hubby 
and his sec. 

Aside from these worries, the 
ladies want to know how to get 
thin and still live. 


Detroit’s 16 All-Niters 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 
Whereas in former years a sober 
man had to go to the Turkish baths 
to stay out all night Detroit gives 
him a choice. BHEight all night grind 
sound picture houses and as many 
midget golf courses are a sample 
of what the insomnia sufferers can 

get for late hour diversions here. 


Floyd Gibbons an Act 


Floyd Gibbons will be a featured 
attraction week Aug. 23 at the 
R-K-O Palace, New York. 

The high-speed talker will receive 
33,500 for the seven days, the same 
amount as reported for his radio 
salary for any week. 


Chi’s Nu(de) Worry 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

The back-to-nature movement 
among Chi'’s swimming set is driv- 
ing the cops nuts trying to enforce 
the moral code, 

In the nude is the mode, even in 
broad daylight; and easily 
shocked are getting one continual 
blush when driving along the outer 


auto boulevard, 


4 


MIDNIGHT 
JOHNS 


Racketeers and Small-Time 
Gamblers Take Pony Golf 
Course Behind Roxy 
Theatre for Late Hour 
Recreation—$2 Bets Paid 
Off While You Wait 


GOLFING AT 4 A. M. 


There may be something for 
crystal gazers to delve into, but 
right now midget golf on Broadway 
is a merger of the chorus girl’s 
mania for something new and the 
racketeer’s penchant for gambling. 

Broadway is witnessing the evo- 
lution of a midnight craze. Some 
call it a sport. That’s only the way 
they begin. 

The Main Stem’s only miniature 
golf spot has two midget 18-hole 
courses, with the most colorful 
motley of varied gentry and girl 
types to be seen anywhere after 
theatre hours. They’re the sifting 
variety that filter through Broad- 
way’s night life. 

The courses are on 5lst street, 

(Continued on page 29) 
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SPINACH EGGS 
EXCHANGE FOR 
ADMISSION 


Des Moines, Aug. 5. 

Small houses in this territory are 
accepting farm products in lieu of 
regular admission. Idea started by an 
800-seat house in a farm community 
where money was the most impor- 
tant stranger. Manager met the 
folks and swapped products for ad- 
mission, deciding how many could 
see the show for two chickens, a 
dozen eggs or a bunch of spinach. 

Scheme worked out so well other 
houses have taken it up, with all 
reported a fair play. 

Daytimes the house managers 
peddle the night’s proceeds. 

Patrons are said to welcome the 
coinless ease-in, with most getting 
friendly with the theatre managers 
and in nearly every case giving 
them the long end of the bargain, 


Another Contest 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
As endurance tests are now 
taking all forms,and fancies, 
plans are reported under way 
here for a street walking con- 
test. 


SHOW GIRLS’ NEW HANGOUT 


= 


Ist Television Station in U. S. 


Starting in Chi—Sets at 


The Modern Way 


To sex up the exploitation on 
the new D. W. Griffith histori- 
cal picture a suggestion, cred- 
ited to Lynn Farnol, is to make 
the billing: 

Abraham (Buddy) Lincoln. 

This might entice the flap- 
pers by association of ideas. 


BEAUTIFUL ENGLISH 
GETTING SOME SOCKS 


London, July 24. 

English revolt has started. 

Fierce snarls which have been 
straying round the sticks since the 
talkers came are now concentrating 
themselves on the society lingo of 
London. 

Saps who used to rave about the 
language are now raving against it. 

The talkers get the blame. 

Three years back English, as 
speken in Mayfair, was the purest, 
loveliest tongue on earth, So May- 
fair said. 

Then those talkers made the 
town talk American. If you've 
never heard an Englishman try to 
talk American you've no idea what 
it means for a Siamese to try Ger- 
man, 


Legman here, looking for some- 
thing to write about in a town in 
which nothing ever happens, started 


a stunt simplifying public 
notices. 
The result was a letter from a 


Captain Someone, asking him to 
head a campaign for the Abolition 
of American Slang. Unit is being 
registered and offices acquired. 

Idea is the beautiful language 
must be kept beautiful. 


15-YR.-OLD TREE SITTER 
GIVEN THEATRE JOB 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

David Hogan, 15-year-old local 
tree-sitter, who remained aperch at 
limb for more than 300 hours, re- 
ceived a contract for a week’s en- 
gagement at one of the uptown 
movie houses here. 

He told of his feat and did a song 
and dance. 

Hogan claims to be the world’s 
champion tree-sitter. 


Boo-Dooping the West 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Boop-dooping is just making its 
bow to this western civilization. 
Publix-Great States hired 
Claire Bart, winner of the New 
York boop-dooping clash, to hold 
contests in houses through Illinois 
and Indiana, 


$200 Up 


— 


Chieago, Aug. 5. 

First newspaper-owned Television 
broadcast station in America will 
be operating here in two weeks, 
when WMAQ, Chicago “Daily 
News” station, gets underway. At 
the same time -Western Television 
Corp. will’ put on the Chi market 
1,200 television receiving sets to 
sell from $200 up. 

Initial programs will dig deep 
into the legit. They will employ 
only those who pass regular screen 
tests and have stage presence. With 
the weekly change of faces and 
voices it is figured the station will 
give employment to many legit and 
vaude performers who remained 
away from radio in this section, 

Regular make-up artist, such as 
is employed in pictures, will be 
used with emphasis laid on the 
looks, figure and voice of the artist. 

At present WCFL and WENR 


here are also experimenting with 
Television, with the government 
granting only four stations the 


privilege to place the pictures on 
the air. 

As soon as WMAQ proves itself, 
it is intended to run a regular pro- 
gram, along with the legit offering, 


of talking motion pictures, These 
will be made by the Chi “Daily 
News” picture men and will be 


stories of the city and late minute 
news. 

First programs willl reach a 
mile radius of the station. 


50- 


ON RADIO, STAGE AND 
NOW SCREEN; NOT YET 4 


Bobby Dukes, the three-year-old 
kidlet who came to attention in 
a newsreel shot, goes to the coast 
Sunday for Metro on a year’s con- 
tract with options. 

This is the youngster whose 
“Stein Song” over WCAU, Phila- 
delphia, brought him orally to at- 
tention. Fox movietoned him next, 


which decided on the contract. 
Metro plans to make him an- 
other Jackie Coogan. He will go 


in a feature. 

His vaude salary for a couple 
of weeks around Philly was $1,500; 
it’s considerably less in pictures. 
Ned Dodson booked the baby. 


Small Town Divisions 
McGregor, Iowa, Aug. 5. 

Charles and John Sawvell are 
erecting an open air dance pavilion; 
William Goergen and Milton God- 
dard have erected a miniature golf 
course, while W, H. C. Elwell and 
Mrs, C. A. Luse are backing a shuf- 
fle-board court. 


BROOKS 
COSTUMES 


OWNS AND UNIFORMS 
1437 BWAY. NY. TEL 5580 PENN. 


25,000 COSTUMES TO RENT 
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Film Industry May Evolve Plan 
To Blacklist Ingrates Who 
Bite the Hand That Feeds ‘Em 


Hollywood threatens to get tough, 
Investigating investigators, all of 
whom have been given a clean bill 
of health as a matter of course, is 
one phase being discussed at local 
producer headquarters where all 
things drastic materialize. The of- 
ficial influences here at the same 
time are considering adopting a 
questionnaire policy whereby every 
one associated with filmdom would 
have to provide for the record all 
personal information as one of the 
qualifications for an ordinary, or 
otherwise, picture job. 

A lot of recent attacks and 
threats on and against Hollywood 
are responsible. The questionnaire 
idea is admitted partly inspired by 
reports reaching New York about 
that group of ministers out there 
who would do some querying of 
their own. 

Adding fuel to the burn-up is the 
use some tabloid papers are mak- 
ing of stills of certain stars in 
certain pictures when these stars 
or plays get into what seems to be 
“a jam.” 

Some time or another in every 
career, it is argued, some player 
gets a role which makes him or 
her hang the head or wear un- 
tailored clothes. The drug addict 
role, and worse—the drunk—make 
the player look all the worse and 
real. When such stills “in char- 
acter” are enlarged and used on 
the same page to illustrate a story 
in real or private life, they carry 
an onus and sting of injustice 
which no number of retractions 
later on can relieve. 


How To Stop it 


How to stop newspapers of this 
kind from using such stills out of 
place, since there is hardly a player 
of importance who can not be dug 
out of some library in a slum pose, 
is even a bigger problem than 
prying clerics. 

Organization of a special depart- 
ment along vigilantes lines to take 
care of this and other phases of 
the problem is now being talked 
about in producer quarters. The 
cost of maintaining the same is al- 
ready seen as tremendous. 

“Bastinadors” are listed as 
among the most insidious type of 
industry sockers. These are de- 
scribed as people who leech off 
the business while they are getting 
info to publicize its worst side in 
books and magazines. How to trap 
such persons before they have got- 
ten too deep an “in” is admitted 
a greater problem than putting the 
bit on the tabloids. 

In one book now enjoying a great 
sale the incident featured is re- 
ported by producer spokesmen to 
have been a party staged in Hol- 
lywood five years ago. Since then, 
it is claimed by the defenders, no 
such commotion has been dupli- 
cated. 

“Befouling of the nest” can only 
be stopped by the befoulers getting 
such a chill that they can never 
comfortably return to Hollywood. 
They should be caught in the in- 
cipient stage and tossed out be- 
fore having the chance to develop 
the novel-writing bug. Under no 
circumstances should one be re- 


hired, say the sages. 

There’s no answer to the ques- 
tion about some of the industry’s 
worst panners' getting the best 


money for their books and some of 
the nicest berths in the racket. 


But, for the first time the heads 
of the business are concerning 
themselves with a way in which 


they can take boxing lessons and 


still maintain dignity. 


MGM's One for Bebe 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
With Bebe Daniels’ Radio con- 
tract about to expire, Metro is ne- 


gotiating with her for one picture. 


Tenor in Vaude 
William O’Neil, tenor from legit, 
is debuting in vaude today (6). 
It’s a half week at the 81st Street. 


Some people are always find- 
ing fault with nature for 
putting thorns on rose 
always thank her for putting 
roses on thorns. 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 


+ 


More Miniatures 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Fox is in the midst of an- 
other costly miniature’ se- 
quence. Latest effort in this 
direction is for “Just Imagine,” 
the DeSylva, Brown, and Hen- 
derson picture. 

The big but diminutive set 
supposedly shows New York in 
1980 and has been erected in 
the same hangar at Arcadia, 
just outside L. A., in which the 
replica of London was put to- 
gether for “Sky Hawk.” That 
particular air raid sequence 
cost Fox around $250,000. The 
new trick undertaking was 
originally budgeted at $30,000 
but has swelled to $100,000. 

“Just Imagine” has the year 
1980 as its story period with 
corresponding futuristic cos- 
tumes, sets, etc. 


ONE JOLSON YEARLY 
IS ENOUGH, SAYS U. A. 


Al Jolson’s arrangements with 
United Artists are reported in proc- 
ess of renegotiation. It is under- 
stood that, instead of making two 
pictures in one year, the mammy 
yodeler will make two films in the 
same number of years. 
United Artists desired the time 
change to permit a greater clear- 
ance because of the high overhead 
on the first Jolson picture, “Sons 
o’ Guns.” With Jolson’s end per- 
sonally $500,000, the screen rights 
$110,000, and Lily Damita at $50,000, 
it will run into big figures on pro- 
duction, 

Not to have two United Artists’ 
Jolson pictures overlapping in dis- 


tribution, and also to allow the 
Warner series to age, behind the 
new plan. 


Joan Peers for “David,” 
But No Male Juv. Yet 


Los Angeles, Aug, 5. 

Joan Peers has been given the 
femme lead in Columbia’s talker 
version of “To’lable David.” 

For the past three weeks the 
company has been casting without 
success for a lad who would meas- 
ure up to the personality provided 
by Richard Barthelmess in the si- 
lent picture. 

The Scotch accent of Ernest Tor- 
rence also leaves open that impor- 
tant part in the latest production. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 16 (Paris to New York) Don 
Philippini (Berengaria). 

Aug. 16 (Paris to New York) Con- 
gressman Sol Bloom (Leviathan). 

August 8 (New York to London) 
Erin O’Brien Moore, May Servos 
(Tuscania). 

Aug. 8 (Paris to New York), Mrs. 
Jack Connolly and family (Geo. 
Washington). 

Aug. 6 (Paris to New York) Jane 
Aubert (Paris). 

Aug. 6 (London to New York), 
Young Stribling (Homeric). 

Aug. 6 (London to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Lipman (Paris), 

Aug. 2 (Sydney to London), Flor- 
ence Austral, John Amidia (Eurip- 
ides). 

Aug. 2 (New York to London) Mr. 


and Mrs. Harry Munns, Dorothy 
Mackaill, Dr. Frank Damrosch 
(Bremen). 


Aug. 2 (New Ycrk to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Kramer, Redmond 
and Wells (Leviathan). 

Aug. 2 (London to New York) 
Joyce Carey, Fred Kerr, Leon 
Quartermain (Mauretania). 

Aug. 2 (London to New York) Jo- 
seph I. Schnitzer (Statendam). 

Aug. 1 (New York to Paris), Erich 
Von Stroheim, Roland Hayes, Anna 
Case (Ile de France). 

Aug. 1 (New York to London), 
Christopher Morley, Harry Hansen 
(Caronia). 

Aug. 1 (Capetown to London), 
Harry Herbert, R. and W. Roberts 
(Arundel Castle). , 

July 30 (New York to Ireland), 
Mr. and Mrs, Dudley Digges (Aqui- 


tania). 


WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Evening Journal” 
said: “I take great pleasure in as- 


suring the public that Will 
Mahoney is the most irresistible and 
the most nimble-footed comedian 
galumping on the boards today.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Mary Lewis Wants Coin 
From Pathe or Will Sue; 
Says Got Runaround 


Los -.ngeles, Aug. 5. 

Mary Lewis, operatic singer en- 
gaged by Pathe for one picture six 
months ago, has instructed her at- 
torney, Milton Cohen, to commence 
action against the studio in an ef- 
fort to go through with the picture 
or collect $80,000 the contract is 
said to call for. 

Miss Lewis claims she has been 
given the runaround. 


ORIG ‘INGAGI MAN 
IN BETWEEN PICTURES 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Another picture name out of work 
is trying for variety dates. The 
‘guy who climbed into a gorilla’s 
skin and played the lead in “Ingagi” 
is trying to scare up a vaude route. 

He wanted to bill himself as 
“Ingagi in person.” 


— 


U. Buying “Mississippi 

Universal has practically bought 
the picture talking rights to “‘Miss- 
issippi,” current best seller by Ben 
Lucien Burman. 

Terms have been agreed upon and 
a contract forwarded to New York 
for Burman’s signature. 


CHAPLIN’S FINAL WKS. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Charlie Chaplin will finish “City 
Lights” within the next two weeks, 
after working on it 18 months. 
When the cutting is completed, 
the comedian expects to depart for 
Europe. 


“SALLY” BIG IN SWEDEN 


‘Stockholm, Aug. 5. 
First National’s “Sally” opened 
big at the Red Mill here, the last 
hold-out against sound which went 
Klangfilm wiring. 
“Sally” opened here yesterday 
(4). 


Mary Lawlor Op. Colman? 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Samuel Goldwyn is interested in 
Mary Lawlor as leading woman for 
the next Ronald Colman picture, 
now being written by Frederick 
Lonsdale. 


Miss Lawlor, formerly on the 
stage, has been with R-K-O and 
Metro and is now free lancing. 


Lytell and Sebastian, Ops. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Dorothy Sebastian will play oppo- 
site Bert Lytell in Columbia’s 
“Brothers.” 


Langdon Starring in “Ape.” 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Victory Productions has Harry 
Langdon to star in “The Ape.” 
Production starts in six weeks. 


Frank Gay, Fox Super 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Frank Gay, for the past two years 
a writer for Fox, has been promoted 


to supervisor, 


“Mike” Contrary 


A phenomena of the micro- 
phone occurred at the Para- 
mount New York studio during 
the making of “Laughter.” 
Diane Ellis in a scene with 
Nancy Carroll had to reply to 
a suggestion that they go to 
the museum with the line: 


“Oh, I’ve seen a museum.” 

Microphone picked this up 
as: 

“Oh, I’ve seen ’em; you see 
’em.” 

Repeated recordings always 
twisted the line the same way, 
with the result it had to be 
changed to— 

“But I’ve been to a museum.” 


TEXAS TOO HOT FOR 
ANY KIND OF GOLF 


Dallas, Aug. 5. 
Midget golf about ready to sing 
the swan song in Texas. 
Really never was serious menace 
to theatre biz, except at start when 
craze hit. 


Heat so bad now that even »spen 
air attractions ny good. The 72 
temperature advertised by down- 
town showhouses looks best bet to 
pleasure seekers, whether they real- 
ly go to see the show or no. 

The golf fad still holds profitably 
in south Texas by gulf coast for 
resorts. 


Beer Gardens Best Sound 
Says Wilcox of ERPI 


A converted beer-garden in a 
midwestern town provides the most 
life-like reproduction of sound. It 
is more flattering to Western Elec- 
tric talker scientists than any the- 
atre in the country. 

So says H. M. Wilcox, ERPI’s 
operating manager, upon returning 
from his third visit to miscellaneous 
theatres throughout the country in 
quest of good and bad talker places. 

Each time Wilcox has been ab- 
sent he has visited 100 theatres. 
Out of the first batch 74% were 
okay. The next time he found 84% 
to be right, while on the last swing 
88% went on the favorable list. 

Each time Wilcox is away he 
visits the 100 houses in six weeks, 
staying in just long enough to get 
a pretty good idea, the visitations 
being two and a half a day, al- 
though sometimes Wilcox squeezed 
in five. 

On one of these trips Wilcox is 
confident that he will be able to 
report 100%. He is basing his esti- 
mates only on the mechanical side. 
A house, it is admitted, can be 100% 
mechanically and yet be 90% bad 
when the dialog reaches the payees. 
Another situation injects itself here. 
That is acoustics, admitted to be 
the biggest problem of theatre 
sound delivery today. There are no 
definite statistics on this problem, 
though. 


‘Snowball’ Polled a Pug 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Arraigned before Superior Judge 
McComb on a grand larceny charge, 
Roy McKinney, colored dancer with 
the Bob Albright act and known as 
“Snowball,” pleaded not guilty. 

McKinney was accused of rolling 
Bary Rottenberg, former pug, for 
$600. He is free in bond until Sept. 
15, date set for the trial. 


Weather 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Weather Bureau has furnished 
“Variety” with the following fore- 
cast for week beginning tomorrow: 

Wednesday, local showers in west 
and partly overcast and slightly 
cooler in eastern sections. 

Thursday, showers; Friday most- 
ly fair followed by local showers 
Saturday (9) or Sunday. 


London, Aug. 5. 

Bank holiday started in a down- 
pour of rain, benefiting all West 
End houses. Skies cleared in the 
afternoon, but change came too late 
to have any effect upon theatre at- 
tendance. 

Theatres did well in spite of re- 
ports from the railway and chara- 
banc (bus lines) that 4,000,000 Lon- 
doners went to English and Conti- 
nental resorts for the holiday, 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
Unfavorable weather for out-of- 
doors filled the Paris cinemas over 
the week end, 


COMING FROM 
ROCKEFELLER 


Declined for 6th Ave. 
Property in “Radio 
City” 


William Fox, personally, owns the) 
single plot of ground not held by, 


blocks from 48th to 51st streets, bes 
tween 5th and 6th avenues, that arg 
designed to be the $120,000,000 “Ras 
dio City.” Mr. Fox is reported ag 


now, next year or in five years from 
now. 


be marred. 


around the Fox plot. 


$5,000,000, with the chances Fox 
for less than $2,500,000. 


fellers hooked. 
Boxed In 


starting at 40 feet from the north- 
east corner and running for 110 
feet. In backing up toward 5th ave- 


rounded by Fox. 

As this corner could be the main 
entrance to “Radio City,’ the Fox 
accidental buy is admittedly in a 
spot. 

Rest of the four blocks has been 
acquired by Rockefellers. Al) of it 
is to be turned over to the Radio 
group for various theatres. 


Radio, is the music hall idea. 


Fox plot and perhaps needing that 
location for the 6th avenue lobby. 


Berlin, Aug. 5. 


additional sound-trucks for Gere 
many for Fox Movietone News, us 
ing German sound equipment ins 
stead of Western Electric. 


for the production of Fox’s German 
talkers. 

Many local trade benefits are ane 
ticipated from this. 


U’s Lead Search 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Universal is experiencing an ene § 
durance contest trying to find 4) 
lead for “Boudoir Diplomat,” from 


made and the job is still open. 
Kay Francis will probably fill the 
important femme role. 5 


Miss Mackaill’s Answet 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
First National’s answer to § 
thy Mackaill’s suit for $16,500 back | 
pay is the offer of a new three-year | 
contract, with an adjustment cone | 
cerning the sum she asks. 
Miss Mackaill, on the high sea% 
was cabled the studio offer by < 
lawyer here. é 


SHEEHAN SURVEYING 
Stockholm, Aug. 5. 
Clayton Sheehan, Fox’s foreig@ 
chieft:" , here. 
Making usual survey. 


“Crisis” Off 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Because a recent Civil War film 
failed to do business, Metro h# 
called off production of Winsto® 
Churchill's “The Crisis.’ 


Gilbert's 


To have been John Gilbe 


P< 


Over $1,000,000 Again 


the Rockefellers in the four square 


replying to all proposals from the = 
Rockefeller interests that he cannot J 
set a price upon his property—hé | 
doesn’t know what it may be worth | 


Without the Fox holding, the’! 
entire scheme of “Radio City” may! | 
Otherwise the Rocke 
feller scheme would have to be built | 
Fox is said 
to have*paid $250,000 for his site, 7 
The highest offer to date to him and 7 
declined is reported at $1,500,000, | 
Fox is quoted as vaguely “guessing” 7 
his piece of land may be worth | 


wouldn’t sell at the present moment | 
It’s the first ¥ 
time he has ever had the Rocke- | 


The Fox site fronts on 6th avenue | 


nue, a shoot-off carries a strip of 25 
feet right inte 48th street frontage, | 
leaving the Rockefeller corner sur- § 


One of J 
them and reported as Roxy’s pet § 
project, if Roxy finally lands with © 
It is 
to be located right to the rear of the 9 


Fox Using German Sound 7 


ercise 


For German Production | 


Clayton Sheehan has ordered five 


Same trucks will also be utilized 7 
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the play “Command to Love.” ing off | 
Basil Rathbone, who played th @ Diration 

lead on the stage, was in, but th@]] with yy 

studio re-decided after tests. °ption, 
Some 30 tests in all have bee® @ Vices 
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VARIETY 3 


Magistrate George W. Simpson 


today (6) in the Tombs 
= ae case of Jack Haskell 


n 

quare i singer and tap dancer, and who ad- 
3, bed mitted he was a film star. Young 
at are Rand, 22, brother of Sally Fesid, 
“Ras was fired and rehired for “Luana 
ed as rehearsing at the Hammerstein 
m the | theatre, is charged with punching 
‘annot | Haskell on the left eye after he 
ty—hé | (Rand) had been fired by Arthur 

erstein. 

emerstein is a co-defendant. 
g, the’) The charge against both is by 
may’) Haskell simple assault. Hammer- 
tocke«: stein is alleged to have walloped 
> built |) Haskell when the latter went to his 
s said E. office and told of the severe drub- 
; site, | ping Rand gave him. Hammer- 
mand | stein is quoted as stating that 
00,000, = Haskell menaced him and he feared 
ssing” | Haskell was going to attack him, 
worth | so struck in self defnese. 

; Fox § Hammerstein’s hearing will fol- 
oment 4 Jow the trial of Rand. Ferdinand 
e first — Pecora represents Haskell. Moses 
tocke- H, Grossman, ex-Judge, appeared 

for Rand and Hammerstein. 

The hearing in West Side Court, 
venue | Thursday, lasted over six hours. 
north- Two hours were consumed by the 
110 ettorneys arguing for an adjourn- 
h ment. Pecora’ was ready.: Gross- 
) of 25 | man stated he had 70 witnesses, the 
ntage, entire show’s cast. 
r sure & “We have an investment of $20vu,- 

060. We are to open in New York 
» main @ Labor Day. Bringing our witnesses 
e Fox (Continued on page 25) 
in a 
; ‘oon 15 LBS. MORE OFF AND 
? of it ° 
of MAR OKAY 
one of) MARY M. MINTER OK 
pet 
we Only 15 more pounds stands be- 
of the | tween Mary Miles Minter and a 
e that & proposed return of the former film 
star to theatrical activity. She 
: gained much weight while residing 
i in Paris, but has been quietly living 
in Santa Barbara. By diet and ex- 
ound i) ercise Miss Minter has gotten down 
; to the point where another 15 
ction pounds is all that needs to be lost, it 
g. 5. @ is reported, 
ed five @ Miss Minter’s plans are said to 
Ger« © bein the direction of the legit stage, 
ws, usé ] which she left as a child actress for 
nt ine & career in pictures. 
itilized 
ierman Radio’s Chorus Lead 
ire ane 
é Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
; Radio is dipping heavily into its 
; Stock chorine line-up. 
lita Chevret is the latest picked 
} for a featured role. It will be in 
3 ‘Losing Game.” 
ig. 5. : 
an ene | 
ana Roland Young Off 
” from ; Roland Young, from legit, is go- 
i j ing off the Metro payroll at the ex- 
ed the piration of his contract Aug. 18, 
put the j With M-G-M failing to renew the 
bees according to advance ad- 
tye Young joined Metro last Aug. 19 
fill the ta year’s contract. 
‘ISON GERMAN TALKER OFF 
Berlin, Aug. 5. 
Jolson will not make a German 
aft ‘r version of “Sons o’ Guns” 
0 pore talent for U.A., owing to the un- 
situation of the new quota bill 

The mammy singer was to have 
here to produce the German 
following his variety en- 

. ents at the Empire, Paris. 
decide Jolson against 
ug. 5... Stalled ogether, having previously 
foreign the vaude dates, 

Film People in Berlin 

R Berlin, Aug. 5. 
is due here today 
ug. locally arles King, Metro™star, 
var film Melody ,PoPular since “Broadway 
iro Tound has been making the 
vinstel King for several days 
Personay find time also for a 
ne appearance, weck or two. 


Curtiz-Zanuck Set-to 


Walsh’s Billing 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

When Fox releases its “Big 
Trail,” national billing for the 
picture will read: “Raoul 
Walsh's ‘Big Trail’ with Raoul 
Walsh,” ete. The Fox designa- 
tion will merely appear in the 
regular trademark manner at 
the bottom or in a _ lower 
corner. 

This is believed the first 
time any director has taken 
literal precedence over the pro- 
ducing company in advertising. 


ALIMONY PILING UP 
FOR MITCH HARRIS 


Mitchell Harris, actor, now with 
Fox in Hollywood, is getting in 
worse and worse on his alimony 
payments to his wife, Ruth Harris, 
who secured a separation in 1927 
with $50 a week for the support 
of herself and daughter, June. He 
has paid only $300 since that time. 

Nov. 18 last she entered judgment 
against him for $5,650 then due and 
now has filed a new one for $1,850 
more up to date. 

For a time it looked as if Harris 
intended to settle, she said to Su- 
preme Court Justice Collins, by in- 
creasing a mortgage on some real 
estate he owns, but after the mort- 
gage had been sent to him at Holly- 
wood he changed his mind. Now 
she intends to sue him in Holly- 
wood on the judgments here and 
see what happens then, 


Over New Film’s Cutting 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Mike Curtiz and Daryl Zanuck 
went to the mat outside the Forum 
theatre after the “Office Wife” pre- 
view last week and exchanged a 
couple of socks. 

Row started after the screening 
when Curtise accused Zanuck of 
switching the picture around in the 
cutting. Curtise is now reported to 
have declared he “won't go far on 
the lot” while Zanuck is there. 


Reinhardt’s Musical 


The Hague, Aug. 5. 
Max Reinhardt is to produce a 
new musical comedy in Berlin, with 
Truus Van Aalten, the Dutch film 
star now with Ufa in Berlin, in a 
prominent role. 


VILMA BANKY SAILS 

Vilma Banky sailed for Europe 
last Saturday (Aug. 2). She will 
spend three weeks with her parents 
in Hungary and then return here. 

Both Miss Banky and Rod La 
tocque, her husband, are nego- 
tiating to appear together in a New 
York show this fall. 


Hope Hampton Breaks Records 
Paris, Aug. 5. 

Having broken all house records 
in Vichy, where she sang “Manon,” 
Hope Hampton concludes her Eu- 
ropean tour in San _ Sebastian 
(Spain) before she sails back for her 
opera season on the coast. 

She also sang in Liege (Belgium) 
and Aix-les-Rains with consider- 
able success. 


Jo Schnitzer, Prognosticator 
Amsterdam, Aug. 5. 
Joseph I. Schnitzer, Radio Pic- 
tures president, prognosticated in a 
local trade paper the American pat- 
ents’ victory at the Paris parley. 


O. K., excepting that away from 
the Continent there exists a division 
of opinion about the “victory.” 


PICTURES 


MERGERS FOR 


With Haskell Vs. Hammerstein Case 


THEATRE BIZ MAY 
WAY 


Though Stock Market’s Quo- 
tations Not Favoring 
*“Deals,”” Merging Rumors 
Uppermost — Eve> Bring 
Bill Fox Into Them 


LOEW ABSORB FOX? 


Notwithstanding unhealthy stock 
market quotations on amusements 
issues, never conducive to “deals” 
and the summer’s usual stagnation 
of theatre trade, reports of possible 
mergers amongst pictures’ biggest 
companies keep sailing across the 
film horizon. 


Mergers for economy they are 
now called, with reports detailing 
the economic reasons. The opening 
of the new season with resultant 
theatre grosses will sway the mer- 
ger situation either way, it is 
claimed. 


Paramount and Fox have been 
foremost in the future merging vor- 
tex. Recent happenings between the 
two are said to strongly point 
toward that possibility if not prob- 
ability. 

Another is the Warners, but no 
one appears positive with what 
company to merge the Warners. A 
year ago Warner Bros. and Para- 
mount were almost set for a com- 
bine. Then it suddenly died out 
and has not been again revived in 
the same set. 

R-K-O, or more properly RCA, 
since David Sarnoff gets the most 
mention, seems to be out for al- 
most any kind of a merger that 
won't take cash. Radio is known as 
an on the cuff buyer, preferring to 
make its trades with stock instead 
of currency. The Radio-Paramount 
reports are still active, with the 
only amendment since the initial 
comference with Adolph Zukor after 
Sarnoff returned from Europe early 
in the summer, is that Zukor has 
sent his personal price per share 
for Par stock frora $100 to $125, at 
the same time once again demand- 
ing protection at the same figure for 
all companion executives holding 
Par stock. 

Nick Schenck Mentioned 

Loew's remains passive through 
its stock control by Fox, but Nick 
Schenck is heavily named in re- 
ports of several prospective deals 
in which Fox and Loew might 
figure. 

A new Loew-Fox arrangement 
that is reported under discussion 
bears upon the Schenck angle and 


(Continued on page 25) 


FOX CONTRACT 
PLAYERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Fox, with perhaps the largest 
number of stock players among the 
studios, is having a hard time find- 
ing spots for many of the players 
brought here from the east. In most 
cases the contract people have been 
here six months and have not yet 
appeared in a picture. 

Robert Burns and John Swor, who 
were slated for comedies, have been 
here for quite a while and haven't 
worked. According to the studio, 
they are here for a year. 

Elizabeth and Helen Keating, Al- 
thea Henley, Roxanna Curtiss and 
Goodie Montgomery are others who 
have been drawing salary and ab- 
sorbing sunshine. Nothing is slated 
for them, 

Salary list of those 
runs over $2,000 weekly. 


mentioned 


ECONOMY 


Autographs Growing Valuable 


Mary Nolan’s Noodle 


Mary Nolan is regarded by 
some of the people wao have 
her under contract as having 
one of the best come-backs 
against the locai tabs that has 
appeared on the record from 
Hollywood in years. They re- 
mind that they are not proinpt- 
ing her, however. 

Regardless of her past, nese 
standbys are certain she hasn't 
gone for the needle. There is 
now also an official certifica- 
tion to that effect. And, they 
say, if that be the case she 
should use her own noodle. 


Mitzi Green Billed Above 
Clara Bow Name by 


Ace House of Minn. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Clara Bow took second place to 
little Mitzi Green in the billing for 
“Love Among the Millionaires,” last 
week’s Minnesota theatre attrac- 
tion. 

Minnesota ads carried Miss 
Green on top in type about four 
times the size of that of Miss 
Bow’s, 

It’s all principally because Miss 
Bow has been hurt with the public 
here by too much unfavorable news- 
paper notoriety, with the result that 
she has been slipping alarmingly as 
a local box office attraction. Her 
last picture, “True to the Navy,” 
was a distinct disappointment as a 
gross-getter. 


THOSE FRENCH LAWS 


Income Tax Difficulties If You're 
Not Careful 
Paris, July 25. 
Acts’ contracts made out in the 


name of only one of the partners 
caused income tax difficulties to 
Edmonde Guy, danseuse, who signed 
the contracts for both herself and 
her erstwhile partner, Ernest Van 
Deuren, who recently committed 
suicide. 


Drawing the total salary in her 


own name, and privately paying 
him his share, this resulted in 
her being taxed on the total, and 


her property being attached by the 
authorities when she refused to pay. 


English Actor Imported 
For Fox Foreign Versions 


Gerald Fielding, picture actor, 
with Rex Ingram for six years, on 
the coast and in Nice, arrived in 
New York from London Sunday (3) 
to appear for Fox in foreign ver- 
sions. Final details of the contract 
were to be set this week. Fielding 
made the trip to this side at the 
request of Fox. 

Fielding, Englishman, 
French and Italian fluently. 


speaks 


Teaching Liveright 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Horace Liveright is taking film 
tutelage from Hector Turnbull at 
Paramount, With him from the 
east is Maurice Henline. 

Ultimate aim for Liveright is to 
become associate: producer at the 
studio. 


Joe Brown as “Name” 

Joe FE. Brown, Warner picture co- 
median, will shortly play the War- 
ner theatres in person as a “name.” 

Warner booking office is trying 
to get set with Brown on dates, with 

the theatres to be played on his pic- 
i ture contract. 


In Film Colony—Books on Sale 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Autograph hounds have become 
one of Hollywood's foremost insti- 
tutions. Where there are one or two 
picture celebs there also must be 
the fans with poised pens and open 
books. At the fights or funerals, 
theatres or teas, beach of back- 


woods. It makes no difference to 
the signature collectors as long as 
the prospects of getting the celeb’s 
name on paper are good. 

Names that mean nothing on a 
bank check have suddenly become 
valuable on the hounds’ pages. 

Previews are the hot spots for 
fans. They hang around the theatre 
lobby waiting for the picture people, 
Then they pounce on them like so 
many hounds at a ’possum hunt. 

And do the celebs love it! They’re 
getting writer's cramps from bend- 
ing to the will of their dear public, 
and it’s a bright spots in the lives 
of lay-offs. 

Some of the fans are wise. They 
won't bother with a has-been pic- 
ture player. One must be a current 
favorite to get in the books. 

Most of the collectors are young- 
sters, but there are a few older peo- 
ple continually on the make for the 
sigs. One girl has spent every noon 
on front of a boulevard restaurant 
buttonholding everybody coming in 
or out of the eating place. She asks 
them if they are in pictures, and 
if they are they can’t get away, 
She carries two fountain pens. 


Selling Signatures 


One woman. past the giggle stage, 
admits that she has a market for 
the books in a L, A. novelty store, 
A book with 200 signatures in it 
brought $35 from the storekeeper, 
who sold it for $50. This woman 
admits having filled 10 books in the 
past three months. 

Monday night at the Roosevelt 
sees the pests lined up on the side- 
walk outside waiting for the picture 
mob who make the Blossom Room, 
They have one of their crowd doing 
the canvass. When she spots a 
celeb she yells out the name, and 
the scramble is on. 

Most of the picture gang like the 
idea and still around while they’re 
doing the signing. It’s contact with 
the great and usually unseen audi- 
ence, 

Public places, such as hotels and 
theatres are making no effort to 
stop the nuisance, figuring it's good 
crowd is free bally, and why spoil it. 
publicity. They argue that the 

In the past three months, at the 
funerals of three picture people, the 


cemetery officials had to dive the 
name hunters out of the burial 
grounds. These are the only cases 
where the pests decided it was bad 
form and took it on the lam. But it 
was noticed that a few players 


stopped to add their names to the 
books between tears. 
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PICTURES 


Wednesday, August 6, 1930 


Summer Closing of 5 to 12 Wks. 
Now Suggested as General Aid to 


All cf Picture Industry's 


VISIONS 


Closing theatres throughout the 
country from five to 12 weeks each 
year, which would automatically re- 
duce present Hollywood schedules 
from 10 to 15% and effecting a 
lower scale in film rentals during 
the oppressive months are part of a 
nation-wide *conomy campaign be- 
ing started in the industry by a 
group of circuit representatives and 
financial men. So certain are 
spokesmen for a high producer- 
distributor body that the plan will 
be adopted that declarations are 
made inside it will be launched and 
generally effective, starting with 
next summer. 

Permanent lessening, if not stop- 
page, of the summer box office evil, 
conceded to have reached its peak 
during the current season, is seen 
with the fruition of this national 
house darkening period each year 
from now on. 

Already the plan is passing out of 
the embryonic stage, producer 
sources reporting a slash in book- 
ings, with many exhibitors all over 
the country for the first time in the 
history of the business, buying for 
only 40 and 45 weeks, and this atti- 
tude independent of the present 
campaign, it is claimed. 

At the present time, according 
to an official census, 5,000 theatres 
of the 16,000 listed as regulars, are 
closed. The figure is higher than 
for any previous summer. A con- 
dition considered amazing by sur- 
veyors is that 4,000 of the darkened 
houses are in the group of 14,000 
which is listed as in operation six 
and seven days. Of the other 2,000, 
classified as operating under five 
days, one-half is dark. 

In other words the present famine 
has automatically reduced regular 
theatre operation 30% so that only 
11,000 bonafide picture houses in the 
United States are now doing busi- 
ness. 

Unreliable Spots 

Statisticians for the industry do 
not include 8,000 other places where 
pictures are spasmodically shown, 
since these are considered the un- 
reliable spots. 

That it is cheaper to close down 
than keep open during periods of 
depression, providing all depart- 
ments of the industry are geared 
to meet these changes, is the stand 
taken by the group formulating the 
proceedure for 100% economy. 

The plan did not pop up over 
night. It has been arrived at after 
exhaustive studies of the situation, 
including the auditing of books of 
certain large companies plus inti- 
mate surveys of activities in Holly- 
wood and at the box office. 

Only a national agreement among 
theatre men, particularly the cir- 
cuits, to observe the terms of what 
is described as the most practical 
commercial plan yet presented to 
the industry, will accomplish re- 
sults, it is declared. 


Germany’s 10 Best 


Berlin, July 25. 
Film department of American 
Embassy in Germany states the 
following German sound pictures re- 
leased during the current season 


were extraordinary box-office at- 
tractions in Germany: 

1. “Dich hab” ich geliebt.” (You 
Have I loved.) 

2. “Die Nacht gehort uns.” (The 


Night Is Ours.) 

3. “Liebeswalzer.” (Love Waltz.) 

4. “Atlantik.” (Atlantic.) 

5. “Zwei Herzen in 3—4 Takt.” 
(Two Hearts in 3—4 Time.) 

6. Wien, die Stadt der Lieder. 
(Vienna, the City of Song.) 

7. Der Blauer Engel. (The Blue 
Angel.) 

8. “Der Tiger.” (The Tiger.) 

9. Das Lockende Ziel (The Allur- 
ing Goal). (Richard Tauber talker.) 

10. “Skandal um Eva.” (Scandal 
about Eva.) (First Henry Porten 
talker.) 


Uniform Admissions Abroad 


Paris, July 25. 

Paramount has introduced here 
the American idea of charging the 
same admission price for all seats 
in the house, mezzanine excepted. 
Local custom is different prices for 
orchestra and balcony, and in many 
cases various prices for each ac- 
cording to location of the seat near 
or far from the screen. 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week Aug. 8 

Capitol —“ Blushing Brides” 
(Metro). 

Globe—“Rain or Shine” (Co- 
lumbia). 

Roxy—“Journey’s End” (Tif- 
fany). 

Strand—“Bride of Regiment” 
(FN). 


Week Aug. 15 
Capitol—““‘Way Out West” 
(Metro). 


Rivoli—‘‘Eyes of World” 
(UA). 

Roxy—“Journey’s End” (Tif- 
fany). 
Strand —" Matrimonial Bed” 
(WB). 


$2 Openings 

Aug. 14—‘“‘Moby Dick” (WB), 
(Hollywood). 

Aug. 15—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo), (Criterion-Gaiety). 

Aug. 18—‘Abraham Lincoln” 
(UA), (Central). 

Aug. 21—“Old English” (WB) 
(Warners). 


CALLS HEINS 
VA. DEAL OFF 


Warners were all set to close for 
Elmore D. Heins’ four vaudfilm 
houses in Roanoke, Va., for $1,- 
700,000 through Albert N. Green- 
field & Co., the Philadelphia realtor 
and broker, when WB called it off. 

Greenfield wants his brokerage 
commissions of $85,000, and is suing 
Heins and his two sulsidiary com- 
panies, National Theatre Corp., and 
Sun Investment Corp. 


The houses in Roanoke are the 
American, Rialto, Park and Roan- 
oke. 

Deal was scot, with Maurice Good- 
man, attorney for Greenfield, acting 
in the matter, when Goldman-Sachs, 
the Warners’ bankers, decided 
against it. 


Tiff Signs Whale 


James Whale has been signed for 
another two years by Tiffany. 
Whale directed the screen version of 
“Journey’s End” for that company. 


“ROSELAND” FOR COL. 


Dancehall Picture—May Star Bar- 
bara Stanwyck 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Columbia has assigned John Rob- 
inson to direct “Roseland” or “Ma- 
donna of the Streets.” 

“Roseland” is supposedly based 
on “Ten Cents a Dance” which 
started Ziegfeld wiring eastern law- 
yers when hearing that the idea as 
a song was used in “Simple Simon.” 
This may be Barbara Stanwyck’s 
next for Col. 

Columbia is negotiating with First 
National for the release of Howard 
Hawks to direct its ‘Criminal 
Code.” 


HUGHES BUYING 
ART 
CINEMA 


No U. A. Property In- 
cluded — Par-Schenck 
Contract Most Value 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
The deal is on and may be con- 
summated shortly whereby Howard 
Hughes will purchase the Art 
Finance Company from Joseph M. 
Schenck for around $2,000,000. 

This does not include United Ar- 
tists Studios, Inc., which owns the 
studio, nor the U. A. exchange 
which distributes pictures, 

The finance company has floated 
productions made by members of 
U. A. and participates in profits. 
The only value seen for Hughes in 
the move would be a 15-year agree- 
ment which Schenck made with 
Paramount from Par-Publix to play 
17 pictures annually. 

Hughes, it is said, is figuring on 
Paramount playing 12 to 14 of his 
own pictures exclusively, and he 
would augment his program to fit. 
This is seen in the fact that Pick- 
ford and Fairbanks are making no 
more pictures as U. A. franchise 
holders so that the other product 
from holders would include three 
more from Gloria Swanson; the 
Sam Goldwyn product; D. W. Grif- 
fith’s contributions and those from 
Norma Talmadge, if she decides to 
continue picture making. 

Schenck May Move 

Hughes has no wish to buy the 
studio, but it is believed he is will- 
ing to rent space for his compa- 
nies. He will also have the privi- 
lege of releasing through U. A, ex- 
changes if he chooses. 

If the deal goes through Schenck 
may move his home to New York 
and supervise operation of U. A. 
exchanges, which are understood to 
be showing a profit. Schenck is 
also interested in the financing and 
building of a 65-mile roadway from 
Tia Juana to Incinddo, Mexico, a 
new resort Jack Dempsey is pro- 


moting. 


Dubbing s Comeback on Coast: 
Sound Men Assure Results as Desired 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


months in favor of the direct foreign 
version, is being revived. Several 
reasons are assigned to the come- 
back, an important one being the 
matter of expense. 

The decision of two of the studios 
to return to dubbing is based on 
the excellent job done by Para- 
mount in Paris on “Sarah and Son.” 
Due to the fact that sound en- 
gineers have made _ rapid 
strides lately, the studios are now 
assured by their technical experts 


‘|that dubbing can give the desired 


results, 

The studios are not proving tardy 
in trying dubbing again. They wel- 
come any proposition that will 
mitigate the headaches prevalent on 
the direct shooting plan. Another 
important reason for the switch is 
the execs’ desires to hold the star 
values of their players, already es- 


tablished in Europe. 
Metro is going for the dubbing 


“Dubbing,” for foreign distrib- 
ution, dead locally for several | 


stronger than any of the other 
studios. First three to get this 
|} treatment will be “Our Blushing 
Brides,” “The Girl Said No,” and 


“Glorious Night.” The first two in 
Spanish and the last in Italian. By 
dubbing these pictures it will enable 
the concern to cash in on the al- 
ready established popularity of Joan 
Crawford, William Haines and John 
Gilbert. 

New plans for dubbing will entail 
the reshooting of closeups in these 
pictures. Idea is to have the play- 
ers learn their lines in the foreign 
tongue and recite them while being 
photographed silent in these shots. 
This is to eliminate a lack of syn- 
chronization with the lip movement 
in the spots where it would be most 
noticeable. Long and medium shots 
will be tricked so that at no time 
will the lip movement be decern- 
ible. 

I? this becomes a general practice, 
which is probable, many of the 
players recently imported for for- 


eign versions will be heard but not 
seen. 


Hays Office Says Circuits Can't 
Divide Country—Gov't Get Me 


Par’s New Sound 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Paramount is conducting ex- 
periments on a new sound re- 
device which it is claimed will 
be as revolutionary to the 
talking screen as the first or- 
thophonic reproduction was to 
the oldtime phonograph. 

Erpi technicians are work- 
ing with the Paramount en- 
gineers. It is believed the ex- 
periments will not be completed 
for two or three months, 


Fox in Local Situations 


Proposes Theatre Deals 


Fox may attempt to dispose of 
houses individually or several in a 
group to other circuit through leas- 
ing deals, having made offers from 
inside reports to competitors in cer- 
tain situations on which they, Fox, 
would take a loss. 

Through R-K-O’s buy of the 
Bratter & Pollak chain, with sev- 


eral houses clustered in New Jersey,’ 


Fox is said to have approached the 
circuit offering R-K-O a deal on 
rental that would take the theatres 
off Fox’s hands. Fox under the offer 
included six houses in New Jersey, 
with R-K-O having considered but 
finally decided to turn it down 
through grouping of theatres and 
rents. 

For a group of three located near 
each other in Bergen county, Fox 
wanted $30,000 annual rent for one, 
$25,000 for another and $20,000 for 
a third. R-K-O refusal of the 
proposition is reported to have been 
actuated by the feeling that only 
one of the houses, as situated, could 
operate profitably under’ those 
rentals. 

Picking circuits strong in certain 
localities, Fox is understood to have 
figured on leasing deals through 
anxiety of such circuits to sew up 
situations. 


Fox has many theatres in the 


Fox-Met group closed up, with 
heavy rentals running up dead 
losses. The Kew Gardens house. to 


be tried as a miniature golf spot 
by Fox, has never opened since 
taken over last year, with the yearly 
rent standing at $30,000. 

Nothwithstanding these facts and 
figures, the Fox theatre operating 
offices in New York continually deny 
any idea of letting any of their 
many “red” houses go. 


Zeidman Leaves Par. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

3enjamin Zeidman, associate pro- 
ducer for Paramount for the last 
three years, has resigned, following 
story differences with B. P. Schul- 
berg. He remains, however, until 
completing supervision of “Social 
Errors” with Leon Errol and Jack 
Oakie. 

Previously Zeidman handled Clara 
Bow and Oakie product, 


L. A. to N. ¥. 


Mrs. Maurice Chevalier. 
Harry Schecter. 
Ballard McDonald, 
Florenz Ziegfeld. 
Oscar Levant. 
Sidney Clare. 
Ralph Graves. 
Jack Holt. 

Sid Grauman. 
Dick Rodgers. 
Larry Hart. 
Herbert Fields. 
John Hundley. 
Louis Lusty. 
Alexander Gray. 
Fred Zelnick. 
Mrs. Walter Winchell. 
Joe Shea, 

Joe Walker. 

Sam Nelson. 
Douglas Churchill. 
Harry Chandler, 
Boris Morros. 
Albertina Rasch. 
E. B. Derr. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Walter Wanger. 

Harry Lenetska 

Jack Linder 
Bobby Dukes 
Walter Wanger 
Harry Goetz 
Henry M Spitzer 


Dividing of circuit territory ap 
even part pooling of operations, agi 
reported contemplated, is first nippe™ 
in the bud by the fact that gyq 
moves would be immediately frowned 
upon by the government and cong 
quently ruled out as illegal. 

The Hays office, in cudgeling thes 
reports, declares that such a poo} 
ing operative idea has never bee, 


considered by the big fellows in the 
industry or discussed among they 


the w. 
trade being read again. And Hays 
ites admit another repetition wou 
be too costly. 

Only way for producers to get t 
gether along pooling-in-territorie 


wink when the satisfaction deriy 
by such a move is sought. 
The franchise system of selling 
pictures is about the closest circuits” 
will get together on. This, unlesg: 
there are some more out and ou) 
mergers. And then—back to th 
starting point. 


DAILIES COLD 
ANY 
PROMOTION 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Local sheets are off bathing beauty 
contests like poison. Manager Emil? 
Franke of the R-K-O Orpheum the: 
atre couldn’t get one of the thre 
here to get behind a competition ti 
choose a girlie to represent this city 
at the Galveston national beauty 
pageant or to give the affair a sing) 
line of publicity. 4 
Franke held “the beauty andj 
health pageant,” and successfully 
Without any newspaper aid he) 
rounded up a dandy bunch of con 
testants, worked the competition] 
into a real box office asset and evel! 
had the mayor, W. F. Kunze, on the 
stage at the grand finals before # 
packed house as one of the judges, 
handing over the first prize of $108 
and the title of ‘Miss Minneapolis) 
to the winner. q 
All this without a single tumble: 


from the press. by 


$150 GERMAN SOUND: | 
DEVICE FOR HOME 


Berlin, July 25. 

A new invention has created 4 
stir in the world of film experts; 
For $150, it brings to the homes 
school and theatre a projection 
machine, which includes attach™ 
ment, loudspeaker and _ projectol™ 
loud enough to satisfy the require| 


ments of a theatre up to 1,200 seats§ 
The inventor, a recognized pie® 
neer in television, is the Hungarial, 
Denes von Mihaly, whom the Ge 
man Government is supporting wit! 
large sums of money, and by havint? 
the postal authorities give all eg 
couragement possible. This indig 
cates that the inventor is a recos’) 
nized authority. 
The sound projection is only [0%] 
sound on film, not for records. It) 
patents are -tased on a new prind| 
ple. 
The system is so simple that most 
people thought it fantastic to com 
pare it with the -esent expensiv’ 
systems, but afte» hearing this news 
apparatus, which was done bytH 
largest companies like UFA, Tobisg * 
Klangfilm and the general man# 
ger of the Western Electric in Bt 
rope. Ludwig Eckstroem, who eer 
their best experts, they all wen 
away convinced that a new inex 
pensive projection machine 
now in existence that will be “ 
greatest help to the reproduction 
sound film. 
This system is usable for = 
existing sound on_ film syst 
standard or narrow film, and @"% 
the new wide film. 
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USELESS PAID CENSORS 


Pa’s Blue Law of 1794 on ‘Sunday’ in 
Philly for Baseball—3 Arrests 


> 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

The famous “Blue Laws” of this 
up-and-at-’em community are un- 
ger the heaviest fire to which they 
have been subjected for years. 

The battle reached a head Sun- 
day afternoon when three men were 
arrested in connection with the 
playing of a baseball game at the 
passon Athletic Field, West Phila- 
delphia, and refusing to pay fines of 
$10 and costs on a charge of dis- 
orderly conduct, were given 30-day 
jail sentences, each by Magistrate 
Hamberg. 

The game was played as a direct 
test of the Sunday Laws of 1794. 
Money was collected by hat in the 
crowd after the managements had 
been warned what the result would 
be. The jail sentences were, as said, 
for disorderly conduct, but the same 
men, as well as other players, will 
also be served summonses to answer 
to direct charge of violating the 
Blue Laws. The men arrested were 
the managers of the two teams and 
the umpire. 

These arrests came as the cul- 
mination of a series of Sunday set- 
tos between the local authorities 
and various alleged violators of the 
blue statutes. Owners of pony golf 
eourses have been haled into court 
and fined, as well as amusement 
park managers. 

Saturday it was announced that 
the Athletics, American League, 
might build a $50,000 field in Cam- 
den in which to play Sunday ball. 
Right now Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh are the only major league 
cities not permitting Sunday ball 
games. Starting of work on Cam- 
den Field is believed to depend on 
result of campaign against Blue 
Laws here and also attitude of au- 
thorities in the New Jersey town, 
which also has ordinances against 
Sunday playing, but is not so strict 
about enforcing them. 

Election Issue 

No question but what repeal of 
Blue Laws will be an important is- 
sue in the fall political campaign, 
inasmuch as by the letter of the 
laws, no trolley car, or other pub- 
lic carrier can operate and no store 
of any kind do business. 

Counsel for the defense in case 
of arrested ball players threatens to 
bring action against police who 
made arrests for violating a statute 
of 1706 which prohibits a police- 
man from making an arrest on 
Sunday, 

Theatre people here are keeping 
out of the argument as much as 
Possible, although undoubtedly 
forking, quietly, for the establish- 
‘Ment of open theatres on Sunday. 
Test will be made on sports (base- 
ball, golf ana the rest), first. 


Fox With Six Units 
Busiest in Six Months 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
—. has six productions going 
whi ork between Aug. 1 and 10. 
8 is the busiest schedule studio 

S had for the past six months. 


starting within that 
are “Lightnin’”, “Up the 
ver,” “Stolen Thunder,” “Lux- 


ury, “Princess and Plumber” and 
Network.” 


“Nation’s” Prolog 


For Smaller Theatres 


on Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

- ‘hg of a Nation” will open as 
Bent ; show at the Geary, Frisco, 
++ COming to the Biltmore here 


Pi weeks later. 
“1, cture will have a stage pro- 


With 
Urra 


50 people. Irving Bibo 
; the presentation and Lon 
4y is on the dances. 

48S prolog will be photographed 


in 
Sound and color for smaller 


houses, 


Same ¢ 
, “Ompany which plays the 
Coast will be play 
st, 


Cago. 


routed through the 


Jumping from here to Chi- 


2c Efficiency 


Even general managers, es- 
pecially in pictures, can be- 
come too efficient. That's one 
of the reasons now being 
noised around for a recent let- 
out. This gent, ’tis told by 
some of the fleet of stenos un- 
der his watchful eye, checked 
up even to the erasers on their 
pencils. 

If enough rubber to eliminate 
50 or more mistakes were left, 
this GM refused to okav requi- 
sition for a new two-center. At 
the same time, at least during 
various periods in his regime, 
halts in production activities, 
some days running into grands 
of dough, were treated as inci- 
dentals, 


OUTER LOBBIES 
FOR ACTS 
PULL 


Entertainers in the outer lobbies 
of theatres to entice passersby on 
the street toward the box office is 
under experiment by Publix. If 
successful, it may be extended to 
cover the entire circuit or a major 
portion of the houses. 


Publix was the first to place en- 
tertainers in the inner lobbies to 
amuse people waiting for seats, con- 
tending the psychological value of 
that as being an ideal way of keep- 
ing standees, unable through lack of 
seats to get into the auditorium 
proper, from kicking too much over 
the wait. 

On the outside near the box office 
or practically on the sidewalk is 
no different for the entertainers, 
with salary expected the same as 
inside. Purpose here is the opposite 
and marks the first move through 
special entertainment to boost busi- 
ness, 


Side Show Idea 


It’s also the first indication of 
theatres borrowing from the circus 
side-show a method that has been 
used for years and still is to induce 
people to buy tickets. Side-shows 
usually have their performers out 
front on platforms with possibly a 
few very brief routines indulged to 
draw the audience. 

Publix is trying the sidewalk en- 
tertainment in one of its first runs 
up-state, with the reported view of 
watching results there before ex- 
tending it further. A few other 
hideaways may be experimented 
with so that a better check can be 
obtained. 

To attract crowds, Publix is also 
using loud-speakers and in some 
cases renting adjoining stores next 
to theatres where phonographs can 
grind out music from current pic- 
tures or those to come. 


FOX BUYS PORTER'S 
HOME 16 MM RIGHTS 


Fox's intent to get into the home 
in a big way is proven to insiders 
in the 16 millometer field who have 
learned that Harley Clarke has 
purchased all rights to the small 
camera and projector invented by 
Ed Porter. Under the terms of the 
deal Porter, an old timer in the 
industry, will come in for royal- 
ties. 

While the Fox equipment people 
are as close-mouthed about this as 
they have been right along on 
Grandeur prices, it is inside knowl- 
edge that with the Porter patents, 


MILES 


Hays Office Finally Present- 
ing Facts and Figures 
Why Sane Censoring 
Should Supersede Present 
“Official”? Methods 


SCISSOR PRIVILEGE 


American censors at their best 
are impotent. American communi- 
ties differ so in picture taste that 
the censor problem is merely com- 
plicated. People in some towns buy 
the good, while in others they’!! 
only take the bad. What can the 


film industry do in face of such 
odds? 
That is a specimen of the new 


technique in propaganda, 
getting stronger in the Hays head- 
quarters with each new week. The 
left-handed handling of the cen- 
sorious matter, one heretofore de- 
scribed within the industry as most 
serious, is the latest illustration. 


The censor thing and community 
morals matter only got on the rec- 
ord for now what is shaping up 
as a large campaign to end the 
“scourge and purify the industry 
in the minds of all its great differ- 


ling U. S. public.” 


Starting in Lansing, Mich., when 
Hays’ best known attorney, Charlie 
Pettijohn, unwittingly got into a 
debate with various members of the 
city’s citizenry in his efforts to 
quash a municipal city censor board 
move, the new line of filmdom’s at- 
tack is gaining proportions. 

That no censor board, no matter 
how competent, can review 54 miles 

(Continued on page 28) 


R-K-0 MAY BUY 
BOTH COL AND 


Various reports meeting each 
other, they seem to net that R-K-O 
may extend its product with Col- 
umbia and Universal to the actual 
purchase of both of those producing 
organizations. R-K-O’'s product 
contracts are said to carry with 
each an option on the producer. 

Some film firm is reported going 
over U’s books, in the auditing way. 
It is supposed to be R-K-O. 

R-K-O is said to have blocked the 
deal that A. C. Blumenthal started 
for the purchase of Columbia for 
Fox. Under its contracts R-K-O 
can duplicate and take over on the 
same terms any deal its product- 
contracted producer makes with an- 
other party. With R-K-O having 
30 days after notification to reach 
a decision. 

Purpose of R-K-O wanting other 
producers under its direct control 
is stated to be the building of an 
extensive studio organization head- 
ed by its own Radio Pictures. 


Sewed Up 


In the event of a juncture of the 
different producers linked up with 
R-K-O, it’s not said how the studio 
situation could be adjusted. William 
LeBaron is at the Radio studio on 
the coast with a three-year con- 
tract. This was hastily given to 
him before Radio’s “Rio Rita” had 
started to circulate. At the U stu- 
dio in Universal City, Carl Laemmle, 
Jr. has a 10-year contract as its 
production head. The 10-year term 
is said to be broken up between 
two periods of five years each. Harry 
Cohn is production head of Col- 
umbia, at present on a short term 
agreement. 

Hiram Brown of R-K-O is now 
on the coast. It is said that on this 
trip he will make a more exhaust- 


Clark can underbid the majority of 
nome manufacturers on retail | 
prices. 


ive study of how they turn out Rad- 
io talkers than he did on his previ- 
ous visit last March, 


Downtown Bankers Compile List 
Of Statistical Info on Film Biz 


Dog With Mustard 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

A picture actor who has gone 
goofily high-hat since acquir- 
ing a trick English accent, lis- 
tened to a broadcast of the 
Prince of Wales making a 
speech in London. Prince's ac- 
cent was nothing like the ac- 
tor’s. 

“I wondah,” mused the ac- 
tor to a friend, “If the Prince 
reahlly meets the best people.” 


GET TOGETHER 
COAST? 


With the arrival in New York 
this week of Herman Wobber, it 
will be decided, it is said, by Para- 
mount Publix whether its Pacific 
Slope houses in four cities will be 
operated by Fox West Coast. Ac- 
counts say that Wobber’s opinion 
will be important in P-P reaching 
a conclusion. 

Another possibility along the 
same line is Warner’s coast the- 
atres, says the same report. Chances 
of P-P favorably listening are said 
to be stronger than the Warner 
side, 

P-P is repcrted far from unani- 
mous on the suggestion, with the 
principal dissenter reported to be 
Sam Katz, of Publix. Adolph Zu- 
kor and Sid Kent like the idea from 
accounts, if for no other reason 
than that it may fill in the $20,000 
red hole Publix coast houses are 
now suffering from. P-P has nota 
winning slope city, it is claimed. 
Los Angeles is costing it $7,000 a 
week; San Francisco, $8,000; Port- 
land, $5,000, and Seattle about 
breaking even. 

Kats’ Disapproval 


To pool for opereting with Fox 
West Coast would break up Pub- 
lix’s national continuity of theatre 
operation, cutting off the coast end. 
This is what holds back Katz’ ap- 
proval from the story. Katz’ disap- 
proval has grown to be a very se- 
rious matter in P-P, according to 
the report, with the other Para- 
mount leaders so heeavily in favor, 
with the outcome if P-P takes on 
the coast pool deal of some uncer- 
tainty. 

Should the Pacific agreement be 
entered into, the actual operation of 
the P-P houses would revert to 
Harold B. Franklin as head of Fox. 
W. C. Franklin is said to have con- 
ferred with the P-P people about 
this when last in New York. 

The Matter of Wobber 


The Wobber end now looms up 
more formidable than it seemed not 
so long ago when Wobber was re- 
lieved of the theatre direction for 
Publix on the Pacific, with neither 
Zukor nor Kent apparently aware 
of that change until it had oc- 
curred. Wobber’ has_ continued, 
however, with Publix. He is a 
$100,000 a year man on the P-P 
payroll and reputed to be worth, 
with his brothers, at least $10,000,- 
000. There’s hardly anyone of the 
Paramount organization who stands 
and has stood with Zukor and Kent 
better than Wobber, it is said. 

The Warner end of the deal is in- 
definite. Its best sign to date is 
that Warners has not gone through 
with any of its proposed building 
program in the far west since the 
pooling of operation first came up. 

Last week it was stated in New 
York a matter of production alloca- 
tion was holding up the Fox-Pub- 


jix deal. New Yorkers could not 
figure how such an. impediment 
could enter in view of suggested /in a 
pooling operation, 


| 


In the 35 years the film industry 
has climbed upward from an idea 
into a business with total invest- 
ments estimated at $2,000,000,000. 
This is gathered from a brochure of 
printed thoughts issued by Halsey, 
Stuart & Co., Fox bankers. 

Filmdoms's first machine for ex- 
hibiting motion picture was the Ed- 
ison Kinescope, says the prospectus, 
Just a cabinet containing a slot 
through which one could view pic- 
tures of people or animals appar- 
ently in motion. After that came 
the Vitascope which projected pic- 
tures on the screen. In 1896. 

Next 10 years proved a patent 
war during which the industry was 
pretty well torn apart, but in 1905 
the first nickelodeon was opened. It 
was in Pittsburgh and the first pic- 
ture was “The Great Train Rob- 
bery.” By 1907 owing to the fancy 
with which the idea caught on the 
country had 5,000 such nickelodeons, 
the booklet states. 

In 1908 the industry settled down 
when the patents were pooled in a@ 
holding company which licensed the 
various producers, 

Today the way the investment in 
the film industry is divided is sta- 
tistically mentioned by the bankers’ 
resume. 

Production facilities, including stu- 


dios, stock, etc....... $750,000,000 
Theatres and exhibition— 
eaulpment $1,250,000,000 


Weekly attendance— 


United States........ 115,000,000 

Seating capacity, U. S. 11,300,000 
Total theatres, U. S.... 22,600 
Number of employees, 

Film produced, U. S.— 

Negative, feet..... -+» 150,000,000 

1,000,000,000 
Positive film exported, 

Production, 1929, U. S.— 

Short Subjoots 


Twelve large producers (including 
subsidiary and controlled companies) 
produced 90% of all American films 
in 1929. 

Film production in the United 
States is divided as follows: 


Approximately $125,000,000 is spent 
annually in the United States in the 
production of pictures. 

Cost of feature films ranges from 
$100,000 to $500,000 and even more 
in a few extraordinary cases. The 
average cost is about $375,000. 

The transition from the silent 
picture to the talking picture was 
effected largely within the space of 
a single year. This change called 
for more than $500,000,000 in new 
capital. 

Of the world’s motion pictures, 
the United States produces 85%. 

Our pictures are shown in sev- 
enty foreign countries, and the titles 
are translated into thirty-seven 
languages. 

exports account for approximate- 
ly 30% to 35% of the income from 
American films. 

Foreign production in 1929 includ- 
ed 1,200 feature pictures. 

Motion pictures industry is esti- 
mated to spend nearly $100,000,000 
annually for advertising. 

More than 25,000 miles of film— 
enough to girdle the globe—passes 
through American film exchanges 
every day. 

Exhibitors in the United States 
pay $200,000 weekly in news reel 
rentals, 

There are in the United States ap- 
proximately 10,000 theatres wired 
for sound pictures. 

Development of sound picures in- 
creased attendance and revenues in 
1929 approximately 15%. 

The average American theatre re- 
quires 175 feature pictures and 350 
short subjects yearly. 

The world’s record for weekly 
gross revenue from a single theatre 
is $164,667. This was made in New 
York City by the Roxy theatre. 


A White Elephant 


“Big Rosie,” white elephant from 


| Siam, will be used by Paramount 
novelty short. 
Walton Lutterfield is the author 
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“VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE 
Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 
Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


Wana Drawing Big Income 
From Abroad on Film Rentals; 


Europe is Warner’s present ace, it 
is said. Some weeks the Brothers 
take more out of the Old World 
than the New. One week in June 
the Continental receipts reached 
$520,000. Large and small in the 
Warner camp, they know the value 
of a country that for everyone else 


in the American picture business is 
causing only consternation, jealousy 
and enmity, none of which is even 
ill-disguised. 

Warners has the rest of the local 
industry buffaloed on its Teutonic 
in. They know it and admit it. The 
Warners carefully guard it, espe- 
cially since the patent treaty ob- 
viously put all other producers on 
the same level, where before the 
Brothers could be easily figured 
through their early Tobis-Klangfilm 
buy-in. 

. How the Warners play with the 

Kontigent, which has stopped all of 

the others, is the secret which WB 

is now keeping. In the Warner camp 

it’s passed to Harry Warner. He 

arrived in New York Tuesday. 
Better Terms 


. Admission of being enmeshed in a 
“big political situation” comes from 
other quarters, equally veracious. 
This one isn’t a merger but the 
terms for the sale of product. The 
Brothers admit that they are asking 
for far better terms for Class A 
position, which this particular cir- 
cuit wants. The position the 
Brothers take is that their product 
is better than the year before, that 
they are stronger, primarily—they 
refuse to accept dictation. 

The “political situation,” it is con- 
ceded, may have a very disagreeable 
outcome. It is at its height now 
and deadlocked. If the Brothers 
don’t get their price then, with 
bookings previously made plus their 
own houses, there will be lastly the 
Jong predicted battle and showdown. 

As an instance of prices, spokes- 
men say that this circuit in some 
Class A houses, the gravy spots, is 
willing only to pay a few thousand 
down for a spot picture. The same 
house, with an approximate nut of 
$10,000, at the same time will con- 
cede letting the Brothers share in 
the percentage only after the gross 
has reached around $35,000. 

On pictures and theatres, the sub- 
ject, as seen in the Warner light, 
darkens outside illumination. On 
eight pictures alone, including ‘The 
Dawn Patrol (F.N.) types, the 
Brothers are figuring on garnering 
over a million each. They have 
already figured out the total from 
these and others as $30,000,000. 

Expansion Off 

Only theatre deals that were 
started since the first of the year 
will be closed. No others in any 
department will be negotiated from 
now on. Officially further moves are 
barred until a general workability of 
present acquisitions is realized and 
put on a permanent basis. 

The deals to be consummated be- 

(Continued on page 41) 


WB Expansion Off for Present 


GERMANS INVADING 


French Northern Africa and Meet- 
ing With Much Success 


Paris, July 25. 
American film supremacy in the 
French north African market is be- 
ing disputed by German produc- 
tions, 


“Sheherazade,” “Volga Volga” and 
“Asphalt” have been shown there 
with considerable success, and 
agents for the German concerns 
are making desperate efforts to 
book all available playing dates for 
the coming season. 


Trick Backgrounds 
May Be Used by R-K-0 
For Foreign Versions 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Radio has completed a series of 
experiments with the Dunning proc- 
ess of trick photography for pro- 
duction of foreign features. Idea is 
to photograph the natural locations 
abroad, then dub in the sound and 
actors here at the studio. 

Experiments have been made by 
Leon Dusseau and Fred Zelnick, 
who say that the results have been 
satisfactory. 
Zelnick leaves here for New York 
this week with a short subject made 
by the process, with idea of getting 
an official okay for a series. 


FRENCH ALL CANADA 
AS BIG TALKER MARKET 


Paris, July 25. 
Canadian film market is the next 
goal of French producers with a 
view to better amortize their own 
talkers. French speaking element 
in Canada regarded as a sure pros- 
pect. 

Robert Hurel, former head of 
Franco-Film, who was eased out 
of the Gaumont-Franco-Film-Au- 
bert reorganization, is heading a 
group of indie French producers 
and sails soon for Canada to open 
there a distribution agency and 
handle French talker product. 


NEW TAX RETARDING SPAIN 


Madrid, July 25. 

All the wired cinemas in Spain 
now have to pay a tax to the So- 
ciety of Spanish Authors, which 
inspired much protest. It is 4% 
of the daily gross, whatever may be 
the music or the authors (Spanish 
or foreign) or the orchestra or the 
sound apparatus used. 

This is a new and great difficulty 
for the extension of talkers in 


Spain. 


Year’s Deficit of $250,000 
By British Lion Prod. Co. 


London, July 20. 

British Lion, one of the first 
British production units to be 
formed after the passing of quota 
law here, report loss of $250,000 on 
the year’s working. 

Last year’s loss was $72,000. 

Directors point out Lion’s studios 
were not in working order for 
talker production until Feb., 1930, 
leaving only five months’ produc- 
tion work in its financial year. 


Foreign Chisel 
Boys Ruin Own 
Coast Grafting 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Studio practice of inviting mem- 
bers of the various foreign contin- 
gents here to review their foreign 
versions and give an opinion is now 
as dead as last year’s world series. 
Opinion of the foreign locals is now 
regarded as a load of useless chat- 
ter. 
Plan now is to follow the preview 
procedure used on the English ver- 
sions. Films intended for conti- 
nental and South American release 
will be shown without advance 
bally-hooing at houses in territories 
populated by immigrants of the 
language of the film. Hot or cold 
verdict will then be based on the 
reaction from these audiences. But 
the so-called expert foreign advice 
is out. 
Switching in plans is based on the 
studios’ awakening to the fact that 
they have been kidded by the chisel- 
ling foreigners, whose verdicts have 
been based on jealousies. It’s un- 
derstood clearly here, where every 
foreign newspaper correspondent 
and government attache is trying to 
grab a side income from the studios. 
They offer themselves as candidates 
for all jobs acting, technical advis- 
ing, translating or what have you. 
And they just can’t see pictures in 
which they didn’t figure. 
Metro has led the _ turnabout, 
blowoff coming with the box office 
reports coming from the foreign 
showing of some of these pictures 
that the loeal advisory committees 
had called terrible. 
Two outstanders were the French 
version of “Unholy Night” and the 
Spanish “Free and Easy.” After 
the former had stood up in one of 
Paris’ biggest houses for. three 
months the studio began to get 
wise. Same followed, even more 
manifest, when the Buster Keaton 
picture checked in for capacity busi- 
ness in Buenos Aires and Havana. 
in the former city, two first-run 
houses ran the picture simultane- 
ously and for extended runs. 


15% Dutch Musicians Jobless 
Amsterdam, Aug. 5. 
Official Government statistics, just 
published, sets forth 15% jobless 
musicians. 


Usual complaint—sound cinemas. 


On Her Way to Hollywood 


JEANNE HELBLING 


Warner Bros.—First National 


FRENCH VERSIONS 


Americans Sittin’ Pretty Again 
French Quickie Talkers Flop 


INDIE WINS QUOTA CHARGE 


English Court Gives Costs Against 
' Board of Trade 


London, July 21. 
Latest Board of Trade prosecu- 


jtion under the Films Act here has 


resulted in victory for the defend- 
ing exhibitor, who successfully 
pleaded the commercial impossi- 
bility of showing a full quota of 
British films, 

House was the Palladium, Black- 
ley, near Manchester, opened June 
last year. Instead of showing 50% 
British pictures, the management 


‘|}synchronized product, and a corre. 


Paris, July 25, 
The craze for 


French talkers, 
which followed immediately upon 
their introduction here, is fast 
abating. Too many cheap quickies 


and faked films have been shown the 
public, who, after the first rush due 
to curiosity or novelty, found out 
that most French talkers are below 
the production standard obtaining in 
the days of American silents, 
Résult is a break for good sounq 


sponding chance for American dis. 
tributors to sell here product which 
could not have obtained playing 
dates had not the French producers 


national body agreed to stop book- 
ing with all distributors who re- 
tained these after Sept. 1, next, the 
two associations (Exhibitors and 
Distributors) met in conference this 
23d, with John C. Graham of Para- 
mount heading the K. R. S. (dis- 
tributors) side and W. Stephenson, 
president of C. E. A. (exhibs) their 
side. 

Meeting ended in a declaration by 
K. R. S. it could not bind its dis- 
tributors to any fixed course. This 
is a matter of K. R. S. constitution, 
which does not allow such action, 
K. R. S. was represented by J. C. 


Graham (Par), Sam Eckman 
(MGM), Arthur Clavering (War- 
ners), W. J. Hutchinson (Fox), 


Murray Silverstone (United Artists), 
Frank Ditcham (Universal), and 
others covering British distribs. 

Cc. E. A. was represented by W. 
Stephenson, Reginald V. Crow, 
Thomas Ormiston, H. Victor Davis, 
H. D. Moorhouse, Alex King, Albert 
Clavering, Thomas France, Arthur 
J. Gale and Baille G. Archibald, 

Far from the meeting ending with 
a deadlock, the exhibs’ reps at once 
opened negotiations with individual 
distribs. Warners, MGM, Wardour 
Co. and Fox agreed to drop guaran- 
tees, Warner and Wardour, in fact, 
having already done so in practice. 
Meeting continued till after mid- 
night, ending with general agree- 
ment with all except Paramount to 
drop guarantees save in cases of 
exhibs, who, from past experience, 
were anticipated to be bad boys 
over their returns of takings. 

Exhibs’ story is Paramount is re- 
maining obdurate and under agree- 
ments arrived at by C. E. A. 
branches all over the country to 
stop booking from Sept. 1 with any 
distrib still hanging onto this 
method, business between Par and 
some 3,200 theatres is likely to 
cease as from that date unless Par 
comes off its stand. 

Most all the daily press, especially 
“Daily Mail,” “Daily Herald” and 
“Financial News,” has told the ex- 


screened only 7/10%. killed the goose that lays the golden . 
Management pleaded that when|¢&s by attempting to benefit over- F 
the cinema opened, all available| hastily of the chance they had to > 
British pictures had been booked|beat American producers in the 
into opposition houses. making of French talkers, due to 
The magistrates listed the point | local advantages. 
as proven, and gave costs at $25 “Sunnyside Up,” locally titled “La it 
against the Board of Trade. Vie En Rose,” meaning “Life Taken - 
Merrily,” without dialogue and with 
French titles, plays to capacity a 
EFFICIENCY! IS houses at the Cameo. “White is 
Shadows” not only does big ‘busi- “ 
o ness in the provinces, but also in - 
Paris neighborhood houses. ps 
Talker product for the sake of lis- oO 
tening to mere French dialogue 
without either production or enter- | 
; tainment value has lost its novelty, | 
Unless local producers turn out | 
films that raise the local production 7 o 
British yt standard, the French market will It 
of ere. soon be divided between America 3 le 
Efficiency manager and Germany as in pre-talker days. A 
The French producers, as of yore, | 
One of the first jobs of work he did ae ae co he only have them- o 
was to decree a player use the same 7 m 
dresses in a new talker she used in eo 
Try Broken Spanish for * 
Gag in Spanish Version 
Equipping Mex. Studio Hollywood, Aug. 5. o 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. Figuring it a new twist, Fox is te 
Andres Vallejo, president of Cine- | having Richard Keene speak broken ja 
landia Nacional, Mexican picture | Spanish for comedy in the Spanish ei 
producing company, is here to make | version of “Cupid’s Chauffeur,” a 
arrangements for equipping its| two reeler. ti 
studio being built near Encinada. Fox execs consider it the same tl 
Company expects to start produc-|as having an actor speak broken =i 
tion late in the fall. English in an American film. or 
ot 
tt 
British Film Field : 
a 
By Frank Tilley Me 
al 
London, July 25. hibs’ hard luck story this, kay al 
and resolution against guarantees have already agreed to play ball te 
and score charges, in which exhibs’] with C. BE. A. 4 


One angle which might have af- 
fected position had there been a 
holdout by distribs is the weather 
breaking has bumped up most the- 
atres’ b.o. Exhibs are not nearly = 
so set on going through with a 
booking boycott when the cash 
register is playing as they are when 
it is practically dumb. In the latter 
case they are faced with paying 
guarantees which often are not 
even covered by their gross, but m 
the former they get by and don’t 
feel life’s so hard after all. 


Odds and Ends ; 

Will Evans denies he has resigned 
as reported from Berlin. 

J. Otterson back, explaining the 
Paris patents agreement. ; 

Looks like Western Electric. will 
have to service Switzerland and 
Austria without selling any more 
sets there. Swiss were its best 
Continental bet. 


$868,000 Deficit 
British Talking Pictures, formed 
in 1928 by Isidore Schlessinger t? 
make and exploit Phonofilms seb 
shows a deficit on its current bal- 
ance sheet of $868,340. Deficit om 
its first year was $767,405. 
Fox Movietone News has con- 
tracted to supply its reel to “Aqui 
tania” and “Berengaria.” 


Cartoon Figures 

Deans Rag Book Co. lost out on 
an action this week brought to re- 
strain Pomerantz Co. from market- 
ing Mickey Mouse dolls. Judge 
held Pomerantz were entitled to de- 
sign and sell a doll looking like 
Mickey so long as it was not ro 
imitation of Deans’. This puts ve 
novelty field in a jam, as it now 
looks as if any one can take a CaF 
toon figure and use it for anything 
so long as they do not use it 
screen cartoons. Folks concen y 
trying to figure out how the roy 
position stands now in this field. 


Set for 12 t- 
W. & F. Co., branch of Gaumon™ 
British, now fixed for 12 teas 
after a long spell of quietness. 
(Continued on page °° 
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“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 4 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


French Restriction 


of Eng. 


Dialog Talkers 


Possible World-Wide Trend 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
The French censors have made 
the ruling that pictures with dialog 
‘jn English may be exhibited only 
‘jn theatres devoted strictly to Eng- 


lish talkers. 

‘This means that the only native 
in Paris, Pierre Braunberger's 
Pantheon, is the only French the- 
‘atre open to English dialog product. 
~ As a result of this ruling Tiffany 
‘eannot play “Journey’s End” in the 
French capital itself unless it makes 
some new arrangement. Picture had 
been set for the Capucines. 

accordingly Tiffany has an- 
nounced it will sell all foreign rights 
to the picture, refusing to remake 
4t into a French version or dub the 
‘dialog in French. 

Universal runs into the same 
difficulty, but has compromised the 
issue by announcing it will release 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
‘with the dialog out and only the 
sound effects remaining on the rec- 


ord. 


Mussolini Offshoot 

French censor ruling is a direct 
offshoot of the Mussolini edict in 
Italy against foreign language dia- 
log on the screen, chiefly affecting 
America, although not particularly 
aimed at anybody. 

The Duce has since compromised 
on a 15% English song lyrics’ ad- 
mittance. He also made one notable 
exception with “Singing Fool” (Jol- 
son), following a tactical move by 
the industry with the presentation 
of a Western Electric plant for the 
International Cinematrographic In- 
stitute which maintains its labora- 
tory theatre on the grounds ad- 
jacent to Mussolini’s estate, but the 
edict still stands. 

Other manifestations of opposi- 
tion to English or others foreign to 
the native tongue dialog on the 
sound-screen have cropped up all 
over Europe at one time or the 
other. 

In France, last winter’s riots- at 
the Moulin Rouge when Fox 
“Movietone Follies” was shown was 
a combination of trade jealousy 
capitalizing an anti-American pub- 
lic spirit. 

With increasing local production 
all over the world it ig a reason- 
able assumption that for purposes 
of patriotism and native trade pro- 
tection similar anti-English lin- 
guistic restrictions will crop up. 


Par’s Initial Swedish 
Talker Big in Spite of 
Lack of Prod. Quality 


Stockholm, Aug. 5. 


Paramount's first Swedish talker, 
“The Hole in the Wall,” made by 
Robert T. Kane at the Par studios 
at Joinville, outside of Paris, is a 
8reat success at the Olympia de- 


‘spite its production shortcomings. 


_ It rates amateurishly but the local 
nate July 30 was terrific and 
iz oke thereafter because of the 


Native dialog appeal. 


The Swedish language sequences 
and the popularity of the Swedish 
actor, Kane, imported to Paris for 
the Swedish portions, makes “Hole 


te the Wall” a cinch locally, for all 
§ lack of production merit. 


W. E.’s Daylight Talker 


London, Aug. 5. 
Western Electric organiza- 
tion ere has finished the construc- 
; of its first daylight talker 
qipment, making use of RCA's 


»&XPerimental 
field, work in the same 


— public demonstration of the 
W device will be given within a 


‘short time, it is promised. 


» TELEVISION IN HOLLAND 


Amsterdam, Aug. 5. 


Netherland 
s is 
Vision minded: becoming Tele 


wane National Broadcasting Co. 
Mane English Television ap- 
insta us and is planning practical 
llation immediately. 


PROPAGANDA TALKERS 


German Political Parties 
Films for Propaganda 


Decree 


; Berlin, Aug. 5. 
The German Reich is to produce 
propaganda talkers’ by political 
order of two separate parties, the 
newly founded State’s party and the 
Clerical party. 
The decision by the German re- 
public officials came with the new 
Reichstag’s elections this week. 


OUT 
TRY 


Sydney, Aug. 5. 

A change of attitude toward talk- 
ers is becoming manifest in Aus- 
tralia. In one case the Regent, 
Sydney, is switching to run pic- 
tures, declaring weekly change is a 
failure. 

Roxy, formerly Fullers’, in Syd- 
ney, is making an experiment with 
lower admission prices in an effort 
to stimulate attendance which has 
been off here and elsewhere, 

Flesh presentations are coming 
back with a bang in several quar- 
ters. Union theatres are bringing 
over the American trio known as 
Henkel, Scholl and Hood who are 
going into the Capitol,,Sydney, rep- 
resenting a radical change of policy. 

If the new idea catches hold, it 
looks certain the other big circuits 
will promptly follow suit. 

All these changes makes it seem 
that the circuit heads feel straight 
talker entertainment is beginning to 
lose its punch and some sort of a 
change is desirable to draw busi- 
ness. 


SPANIARDS PLAN FILM 
PROTECTION TRUST 


Madrid, Aug. 5. 

Spanish film men are forming a 
trade protective association or 
trust to regulate film matters. Too 
many complaints about high rent- 
als, ete., with statistics showing 
that 50 to 60 per cent. of all in- 
comes goes for equipment, film 
rentals, etc., leaving the difference 
fo. operating expenses and a too 
small margin for profit. 

The great division of interests 
currently existing in the picture 
field, however, will not expedite 
such move because of the many in- 
ternal wrangles. 


Chili Exhibs Try to 
Change Percentage Plan 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 
Neighborhood film theatres in 
Santiago de Chili, capital of the 


Argentine’s neighbor republic to the 
west, have formed a combination 
pledged to resist percentage book- 
irgs. 

The American producers, excep- 
tion of Warner Bros. and Sociedad 
Yeneral, which may _ co-operate, 
hav taken a firm stand against 
the agitation. 

The distributors take the position 
that if the neighborhoods can gain 
their point, the first run houses 
would follow suit in opposing per- 
centage arrangements. 


“Holiday” in London 


London, Aug. 5. 

During the premiere here of 
“Holiday,” Reginald Smith, the new 
Pathe chief in this territory, was 
taken suddenly ill. 

He was hurried to a nursing home 
where an operation was ordered 
Smith is now on the way to recov- 


ery, and will be back in a fort- 
night. 
The picture is getting a lot of 


plugging here as the biggest thing 


Pathe has done to date, 


CHAS. KING SCORES IN 
HOLLAND APPEARANCE 


Amsterdam, Aug. 5. 

Show biz all over Holland has 
never been so good, particularly in 
pictures. Charles King, star of 
“Broadway Melody,” gave the 
Metro “Hollywood Revue” a great 
send-off with a personal appearance, 
making a speech and singing his 
“Broadway” hits. The Tuschinski 
audience lauded the personal ap- 
pearance and the simultaneous 
broadcasting of the occasion has 
sent the house along to great busi- 
ness, 

The Dutch are Rudolf Vatentino 
mad yet, and the revival of “Blood 
and Sand” at the Noeggerath is 
taxing that 800-seater to capacity. 

A German silent, “Donauwaltzer” 
(“Danube Waltzes”), at the Roxy, 
is also doing excellently. 

This unprecedented boom busi- 
ness is reflected by the Dutch Par- 
amount exchange, which has re- 
doubled its turnover of recent 
months. 


This optimism in the Netherlands 
is in direct antithesis to the condi- 
tions in the rest of Europe, where 
the weather and a division of inter- 
est over talkers has not shaped up 
so well.~ 


INDIES MERGE 
INTO NEW UNIT 


London, Aug. 5. 
Norman Wright and Edward 
Cook have been added to the board 
of directors of Audible Filmcraft, 
new unit here, resulting from the 
merger of four independent con- 
cerns, 
Cook will be assigned to develop 


the educational film angle, while 
Wright will take charge of the ex- 
pansion of foreign sales. 

The trade angle is reported to be 
that the new directors brought wel- 
come financing to the enterprise and 
new ideas for enlargement of op- 
erations. The new unit has taken 
an option on the Whitehall studio 
in Elstree, having its own small 
sound stages on two floors under 
lease for two more years. 

The new concern is raising new 
capital from the stockholders in the 
old units that have been now cen- 
tralized, exchanging stock in the old 
corporation for the shares of the 
new and asking for additional 
financial support, 

It is expected that if only half 
the old stockholders agree to the 
new subscription plan, it is esti- 
mated that $250,000 will become 
available for floating the new enter- 
prise and meeting the obligations of 
the former quartet of units. 


FRENCH DE LUXERS 


Foreigners Follow American Idea in 
Remodeling Houses 


Paris, Aug. 5. 


The recent campaign of acquisi- 
tion of Paris theatres by American 
film organizations with a view to 
remodeling them into de luxe estab- 
lishments is being copied by the 
French units. 

Gaumont-Aubert is extending the 
elaboration of houses into the prov- 
inces, following the same plan as 
that adopted for the Gaumont Pal- 
ace in Paris, the largest picture 
house in Europe with its capacity 
of 6,000. 

Pathe-Natan, which not long ago 
acquired ffom Fournier the impor- 
tant locations of the Empire and 
Wagram, has now entered into a 
deal to handle Foucret’s. Moulin 
Rouge, which eventually promises 
to become the biggest opposition in 
the French capital of the Gaumont 
Palace. 

Following a similar policy, Braun- 
berger & Richebe are planning to 
extend their already important 
theatre holdings in the provinces 
into a large southern ‘circuit. 


U’s Sheffield House 
London, Aug. 5. 
Universal has taken possession as 
tenant of the General theatre, Shef- 
fields. 
It is negotiating for a long lease 
on the house, 2,000-seater in the in- 


dustrial town. 


TRANSVAAL CENSORING 


So. 


African Province Will Do Its 
Own—Sound Included 


Capetown, Aug. 5. 
Transvaal (South African Union) 
is arranging its own film censor 
board, 

Rules of procedure will include 
films carryiug mechanical sound 
reproduction, whether the device is 
an integral part of the film itself, 
but the sound adjunct must be taken 
into consideration in deciding 
whether the subject is to be changed 
or approved as submitted. 


RCA CUTS UNDER 
EQUIPMENT 


‘ 


Radio Photophone is carrying its 
price slashing war on talker equip- 
ment abroad. In England, Ireland 
and Scotland, Charles Ross, execu- 
tive head, has ordered reductions 
on the cheapest type of apparatus, 
regularly selling at $6,700 to $5,500. 


The new Photophone price is 
$1,900 under Western’s lowest 
abroad which is $7,400. 

Ross has stressed the Radio points 
of “outright sale” and “no com- 
pulsory service.” In the case of 
deferred payments, Radio is also 
lightening the foreign exhibitor’s 
burden by requiring no _ initial 
deposit. 

When Photophone began to re- 
gard itself seriously, the first thing 
it did in this country was to un- 
derbid Western. 

Intent to get after foreign equip- 
ment business is also witnessed by 
Photophone depots being establish- 
ed throughout Europe. The London 
office was practically reorganized, it 
is learned here, changes. being 
made in every department, even 
publicity. As the result F. P. Cul- 
vert is now in charge there. 

Other agencies were also estab- 
lished in Spain, Belgium and Italy. 
France was thoroughly represented 
in a deal closed by Ross early in 
the year. 


HEAD OF UFA TALKING 
FOR PUBLICATION? 


Berlin, Aug. 5. 

Ufa’s position is sound, assured 
Ludwig Klitzsch, managing direc- 
tor of Germany's biggest film pro- 
ducer, at the Ufa convention where- 
at he set forth some facts, figures 
and promises. 

Among the figures quoted, Klitzsch 
stated that the erection and equip- 
ment of studios and laboratories 
absorbed $1,000,000 this past year; 
production, $3,000,000; theatre equip- 
ment $1,000,000 and another million 
is at the bankers in cash and out- 
standing bills. 

Klitzsch states that Ufa’s recent 
color photography research and ex- 
periment has produced several pat- 
ented inventions and improvements. 
Ufa will also issue its own sound 
newsreels. 

Klitzsch concluded that Ufa’s pros- 
pects were most promising. 


Last week’s “Variety” carried a 
report concerning Ufa flirting with 
the Ostrer Brothers, English bank- 
ers, for additional financing. 


RADIO MAY PRODUCE; 
NO HOUSES ABROAD 


Paris, Aug. 5. 

Joseph I. Schnitzer, president of 
Radio Pictures, on the eve of sail- 
ing home Aug. 2 on the “Staten- 
dam,” spoke of his company’s pro- 
ducing plans. 
Radio Pictures has in mind the 
undertaking of producing talkers in 
France, he said, but will not enter 
into the operation of theatres on 
this side. 


Racing to Wire 


Capetown, Aug. 5. 
African Theatres and Kinemas, 


Ltd., its opposition, are in a race 
to wire. 
Both circuits are installing ap- 


paratus all over the South African 


Union. 


FULL-LENGTH 
TALKERS 30-31 
ENGLAND 


London, Aug. 5. 

Survey of current production in 
this country reveals 12 features “on 
the floors” (in work) and indica- 
tions are that by the end of Au- 
gust the number will be increased 
to 20. 

British International has complet- 
ed 20 full length subjects to date, 
with six more to start this month. 

The production season should see 
about 80 pictures made in this coun- 
try. Gaumont British will second 
British International, after the Gau- 
mont people have rebuilt their 
studios, 


London’s All Newsreel 
House in Center Town, 
11 Shows Daily, 25-40c 


London, Aug. 5, 


Avenue Pavilion, small Gaumont 
house in the theatre center of Lon- 
don, will go into straight newsreel 
exhibition starting Aug. 18. The 
house was recently wired and has 
been devoted to a rep of old silents. 


The new venture was inspired by 
the example of the New York Em- 
bassy experiment. Plan is to give 
11 shows a day, starting at noon 
and lasting an hour each. Material 
will be confined to the Fox Movie- 
tone and British Movietone news. 

Admission scale will be 25-40. It 
is the first newsreel theatre to be 
tried outside the States. 


McCORMACK FILM HIT 
AS POP ATTRACTION 


London, Aug. 5. 
Following its run of six weeks at 
the Prince Edward as a pre-release 
high scale attraction. “Song of My 


Heart” (Fox-McCormack) has 
caught on at the Polytechnic 
cinema. 


In for three weeks, its run in 
the latter stand has been extended 
to six weeks, and it will probably 
go far beyond this time limit. 


$500 for Fight Rights 


London, Aug. 5. 


According to trade gossip the film 
rights to the Stribling-Scott ring 
battle were bought by British 
Movietone News for $500. 

After the deal had been made, 
so the story goes, Jeff Dickson, fight 
promoter, received offers up to $5,- 
000 for the same rights. 

Dickson was so put out with miss- 
ing a nice side money coup that he 
refused to give passes to the British 
Movietone cameramen and they had 
to pay their way in to camera the 
battle. 


3 Radios in Row 


London, Aug. 5. 


Radio Pictures’ first three shows 
will be on successive days next 
month, 

“Dixiana” premiere will be at Pal- 
ace Aug. 26, followed by Basil Dean’s 
“Escape,” 27th, and “She’s My 
Weakness,” 28th, at New Gallery. 
Proceedings will be broken into by 
press dinner before “Escape.” 


Par’s Hits in B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 


Paramount is well represented 
here with successful runs current of 
“Paramount on Parade,” “Vagabond 
King,” “Street of Chance” and 
“Simba.” 

“Mammy” (WB) doing fairly. 
Universal will release “Western 
Front” Aug. 13. It is in the midst 
of an elaborate exploitation cam- 
paign. 
Future releases announced: in- 
clude Metro’s “Rogue Song,” 4d 
before end of the month, and Fox's 
“One Mad Kiss” and “Behind the 
Curtain.” 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, August 6, 1939 


‘ton Patrol, $32,300, 3d Wk., Great! 


And ‘Raffles,’ Ist 
Only Broadway 


Of Broadway’s 10 pictures last 
week there were but two with any 
seasonal resistance. “Raffles” at 
the Rialto belittled the last week in 
July by racing through with $54,600. 
At any time this would be bounti- 
ful. In summer it’s a heavy salute 
to the Colman series, which, with 
the possible exception of “The Res- 
cue,” have always found the high 
financial octaves when playing this 
Broadway house. 

Broadway’s other picture in con- 
tempt of deep summer and high 
barometer registers is First Na- 
tional’s “Dawn Patrol,” four weeks 
old tonight (6). Attention is called 
by the distributor to the fact that 
there were 224,000 paid admissions 
in a 1,416-seat house for a total of 
$172,500 during the worst heat wave 
of this, and maybe any other, sum- 
mer. 

For the rest Times Square suf- 
fered from a pretty general leth- 
argy. Roxy, with $73,000, was a 
little better than the week before, 
a percentage about in ratio to the 
slightly milder heat prevailing, and 
still pretty bad. Paramount got 
$68,000, just fair, and the Capitol 
without benefit of picture names, 
was lucky to accumulate $66,800. 

The New Season 

In another week, starting Aug. 
14, the new film season will be ush- 
ered in. Within seven days four $2 
pictures will come in. The four 
will fill :.ve theatres under the dual 
plan of spotting “Hell’s Angels” at 
both the Criterion and Gaiety. 

Electrical and marquee expenses 
for the Caddo twin premieres will 
stand, it is reported, better than 
$100,000. There will be no prolog 
in either house with each leased 
for six months each. 

Sudden withdrawal of “Western 
Front,” because of prior booking for 
Roxy, makes the Central available 
for D. W. Griffith’s historical “Abra- 
ham Lincoln.” It will brave Au- 
gust and a non-cooled house at $2. 

“Moby Dick” and “Old English” 
are the two Warner entrants, as 
previously reported, coming in on 
consecutive Thursdays. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Big House” (Metro) (1,- 


120; $1-$2) (7th week. Around 
$17,000. 
Capitol — “Sins of Children” 


(Metro) (4,620; 35-85-$1.50). Louis 
Mann’s names played up big to 
catch legit followers and Bronx 
mob; pretty good at $66.800 for 
screen debut. Picture well regarded 
in general, 

Central — “Western Front” (U) 
(916; $1-$2.50) (15th week). Wind- 
ing up this Sunday (10) with Roxy 
to follow. Could stick considerably 
longer as pace still good and able 
to gather $13,600 in heat and small 
house. 

Embassy — ‘“Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Estimates 
for summer run little behind nat- 
urally. But lots of profit since 
starting. Figure $8,000. 


Globe — “Shooting Straight” 
(Radio) (1,065; 35-50-75). Dix 
picture around $11,300. “Variety” 


considerably under-estimated Co- 
lumbia’s “Hell's Island,” which 
played this house the week previ- 
ous. Its gross was $14,447, ex- 
tremely good in hottest week. Com- 
ment about empty seats outnum- 
bering occupied ones was meant to 
apply. to recent record of house, 
rather than to Columbia melo- 
drama, 

Paramount — “Sap 
cuse” (Par) (3,655; 65-85-$1). AI- 
though hardly impressive, $68,900 
really not bad here in summer. 

Rialto — “Raffles” (UA) (2,000; 
40-65-85-$1) (2d week). Best gross 
at this time since last winter. 
Smash opening pace totalled $54,- 
600, wow trade. 

Rivoli — “Manslaughter” (Par) 
(2,200; 40-65-85-$1) (2d week). 
Running mate to “Raffles” got only 
$36,700, representing warm weather 
martydom for picture well rated. 

Roxy—“Good Intentions” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$-1.50). Despite find- 
ing some critical endorsement this 
one couldn’t make progress against 
great draught; $73,000, not nearly 
as hot as the weather. 

Strand — “Golden Dawn” (FN) 
(2,900; 35-50-75). Another week 
under $20,000 and another lesson in 
public indifference to musicals; 
$18,900. 

Winter Garden — “Dawn Patrol” 
(FN) (1,416; 35-85-$1) (4th week). 
Smash pace and demand for air 
picture. Trade awaiting “Hell's 
Angels” with interest. Belief that 
public air-consciousness now at 
peak; 3d week to $32,300, great. 


From Syra- 


Wi., $54,600, Wow! 
Films to Beat Heat 


'3 HELLS’ IN SEATTLE: 
‘ANGELS’ BIG 2D WEEK 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 
(Drawing Population, 450,000) 
Weather: Okay 

Second week of “Hell's Angels” 
opened strong at the Fox and looks 
okay for a 3d weck. 
two weeks. Surprised some loca! 
wise ones by taking ’em at $1 top 
instead of the usual 60c. 

Top gross last week grabbed by 
Fifth (Fox) where Norma Shearer 
and Marie Dressler combined forces 
to stack ’em in, Great biz for tais 
time of year. 

Big campaign back of “On the 
Level” with McLaglen starred. 
Helped bring up Coliseum’s gross. 
Liberty great with “Cuckoos,” 2d 
run, and held over. First time at 
this house. 

Orpheum not so hot with “Sweet 
Mama.” Clara Bow’s “Millionaires” 
did well at the Paramount, 

“Hell” pictures last week. ‘White 
Hell of Pitz Palu” at Music Box, 
and “Hell’s Island” at Blue Mouse, 
and “Hell’s Angels.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)-- 


“Love Among Millionaires” (Par); 
$10,400. 
5th Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60)— 


“Let Us Be Gay” 
so was the box office, 
$20,300; big. 

Fox (Fox) (2,400; 35-50-75-$1)— 
“Hell’s Angels” (Caddo) 21 weck. 
Going great. Real air stuff. Un- 
censored with strong, snappy story. 
Jean Harlow in personal appear- 
ances first half of week. Her cur- 
tain talks oke. Matinee off a bit 
on holdover. Nights good; $11,600. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75)—“‘Hell’s Island” (Col). Good. 
$5,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75)—“White Hell of Pitz Paiu” 
(U). Picture goaled and talked 
about; $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-Von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35)—“Cuckoos.” Ad- 
vertising campaign. Opened big. 
Held up and held over; $7,900. 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,700; 15-25-35) 
—‘On the Level” (Fox). Pvwvblicity 
department stepped back of this. 
It paid; $3,600. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 


(M-G-M). And 
It clicked; 


—‘One Romantic Night” (Par); 
$3,800. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-50) 
—“Sweet Mama” (FN); vaude; 


$9,300; not good. 


Booked in }. 


JE NE SAIS QUOI 


“An inexpressible something” 
helps describe the success of the 
wonderful (E.T.) Stotesbury parties 
at Bar Harbor. 

Since music can make or break 
the most carefully-planned func- 
tion, the engagement of MEYER 
DAVIS’ ORCHESTRAS for these 
social affairs is a tribute to this 
internationally-famous musical or- 
ganization. 


3 FILMS DRAW IN K.-C, 
COMBO LED, $16,400 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
Mainstreet continues as_ only 
house with stage show and is reap- 
ing box office harvest. 
The R-K-O house seems to have 
gotten the jump on its competitors 
and has announced that its 1930- 
1931 season opened Aug. 1 instead 
of waiting until September. Still 
continues as a Saturday opening 
theatre. All others Friday. 
Fox residentials, operating under 
the name Friendly Theatres, are of- 
fering script for admissions; $5 
book for $4.50, and $10 for $9. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s Midland—‘Raffles” (UA) 
(4,000; 2540). Pictuie opened great. 
Mats held up strong but nights off; 
$14,600. 

Mainstreet — “Lawful Larceny” 
(Radio) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Vaude. 
Press gave snappy picture favorable 
reviews; $16,400. 

Newman—“For the Defense” 
(Par.) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). Press 
and fans for this picture strong; 
$15,300. 

Royal—“Captain of Guard” (U) 
(840; 25-40). Reviewers divided; 
$3,600. 

Pantages—“Strictly Modern” (WB) 
(2,200; 25-50). Just another picture, 
Lack of stage show has hurt at this 
house; $5,700. 


3B. 0. Draw Films Last Week in 
Minn.; One Revue Called Comedy 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5, 
{Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Fairly favorable 
Three pictures were magnets here 


last week: “Western Front,’ 2d 
week at Century; Fox ‘Movietone 
Follies of 1930” under the alias of 


“Swanson’s Big Night Out,’ at 
State, and “The Florodora Girl” at 
the R-K O-Orpheum,. Each proved 
box office. 

“All Quiet” did well enough at the 
Century to warrant a 3d week. It is 
the first picture in many months to 
accomplish it. Splendid exploitation 
undoubtedly was a big factor in put- 
ting this picture over here in a 
large way, despite some of most 
blostering heat in the city’s history. 

El Brendel was played up heavily 
as the star of “Swanson’s Big Night 
Out” and, in this Scandinavian berg 
with its thousands of Swansons, the 
attraction was there. Brendel has 
developed into a natural draw here. 
Revues are persona non grata here, 
so it was nifty showmanship to 
ra the title of “Movietone Fol- 
ies.” 

“Florodora” made smashing 
hit at the R-K-O Orpheum. Open- 
ing badly, it built up by leaps and 
bounds, helped by notices and 
enthusiastic word-of-mouth boost- 
ing. Intake was several grand more 
than the house has been getting re- 
cently. 

Another picture that won praise 
was “Swing High” at the Lyric. It 
boosted the gross almost $2,000 over 
the preceding week. 

Weather terrifically hot again 
Saturday and Sunday. No doubt 
but that the elements dented pa- 


Heat wave moderated considerably 

by Monday and the cool nights 

brought out the crowds once more. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 


75)— 


tronage seriously on those days..- 


“Love Among Millionaires” (Par), 
and “Magic Melody,’ Publix unit 
stage show. Clara Bow losing ground 
here. Picture unfavorably received. 
Stage show well liked; $24,500, not 
good. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Western Front” (U). 2d week over 
with bang, thanks, in part, to fine 
exploitation and publicity; $10,900, 
close to $30,000 for fortnight, as first 
week was nearly $17,000. Held over. 


State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—“Swan- 
son’s Big Night Out” (Fox). Fox’s 
“Movietone Follies of 1930” in this 
disguise and with Brendel, local fa- 
vorite, billed as star, sensational 
magnet. Revues haven’t been pull- 
ing well here, so this one was sold 
as a comedy. Salesmanship plus 
showmanship probably meant fully 
$8,000 to the box office; $12,400 
compared to $4,000 to $6,000 house 
has been doing recently. 

R-K-O Orpheum (2,980; 50)— 
“Florodora Girl’ (M-G-M). Vaude. 
Picture draw here and good one. 
Started slowly, but built fast. $12,- 
000. Several thousand more than 
house has been doing lately. 

Shubert (A. G. Bainbridge) (1,400; 
50)—“‘Paradise Island” (Tiff). Ends 
five-week season of pictures. House 
reopens with dramatic stock last 
week in August. Fairly pleasing 
film but not strong enough to com- 
bat tough opposition. $1,500. Bad. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—“Swing 
High” (Pathe). This circus picture 
caught favor. $4,000. Much better 
than house did previous week. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘The 
Big Party” (Fox). Jumped biz ap- 
preciably over recent previous weeks. 
$2,500. Okeh. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—“Ari- 
zona Kid” (Fox), Ist half; “Devil’s 
Holiday” (Par), 2d half. Second 
loop runs, About $2,000, 


Loop Houses’ Consistent Gain in 


July—2 New Talkers Not So H 


$30,0000 MADE FOX, 
WEEK’S OUTSTANDER 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Personal appearances of Frankie 
Richardson, local boy, and popular 
here through vaudeville appearances 


before he went into films, gave the 
Fox strong trade last week, to only 
outstanding picture-house business, 
to $30,000. 

Otherwise film trade rather dull. 
Mastbaum got $39,000 with a com- 
bination that had been expected to 
drag in more, Clara Bow on the 
screen and Esther Ralston on the 
stage. Instead the figure about $2,- 
000 under normal summer average. 


“Romance” fell off sharply at the 
Stanley in start of 2d week, and 
was taken off after Tuesday with 
“Holiday” following. Latter grossed 
about $15,500 in four days, with the 
Garbo picture picking up around 
$2,000 in final two days. “Holiday” 
was highly lauded by critics and 
ought to run out two profitable 
weeks, with a third dimly possible. 

The Boyd got a scant $14,000, 
with the second week of “The Dawn 
Patrol.” Barthelmess picture held 
for third week, but management is 
disappointed in showing, especially 
in view of fine notices. Boyd’s re- 
cent weekly average has been under 
former figures. 


The Stanton pulled around $12,000 
for 2d week of “The Big House,” 
which was nothing startling, but 
okay and enough to warrant 3d 
week. This is the first time in some 
months Stanton has had a three- 
week engagement for a film. 

The Earle went up about two 
grand to touch $18,000, with ‘‘Mid- 
night Mystery” on the screen and 
a new stage show. Average hot 
weather biz. 

This week’s lineup includes three 
holdovers. 

It is evident from the Mastbaum’s 
array this week that the big Stan- 
ley-Warner house is worried over 
slump lately and is making a battle 
to restore former interest. Heavy 
advertising in connection with sil- 
ver anniversary campaign. 

No word on the reopening of Al- 
dine, nor any further verification 
of rumors concerning Fox-Locust 
or certain legit houses as possible 
homes for pictures. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
“Love Among Millionaires’ (Par). 
Combination of Clara Bow’s film 
and Esther Ralston on stage could 
not bring gross above $39,000. Dis- 
appointing, 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—“Holi- 
day” (Pathe). Critics liked it im- 
mensely and fans also agreeable; 
$15,000 in four days. “Romance” 
slumped badly, ending stay Tues- 
day. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—“Wild Company” 
(Fox). Picture didn’t mean so much 
but stage show, headed by Frankie 
Richardson, drew great notices and 
widespread attention. Gross went 
close to $30,000, best in some time. 

Stanton (1,500; 25-65)—“The Big 
House” (Par). In 2d week this one 
got $12,000, not startling but war- 
ranting 3d week, which house hasn't 
had in months. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“The 
Dawn Patrol’ (istN.) (2d week). 
Air film got $14,000, under expecta- 
tions. Held for 3d week. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘“Midnight 
Mystery.” Picked up some with 
$18,000 recorded. Usual stage show. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—‘“Blushing 
Brides” (1istN). Good at $6,000. 


PROCTOR’S, NEWARK, ON 
TOP WITH GOOD $15,000 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 5. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 
Improvement in weather helped 
some houses, but the Warner down- 
towns tobogganed further, 
Estimates for Last Week 
Branford—(WB) (2,350; 25-50-65). 
“Nan McGrew” (Par), stage show. 
Poor picture hurt. Low at $14,000. 


Capitol—(WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 
50). “Sweet Mama” (FN). First 
run worse than usual seconds; 
$2,800. 

Littl—(Newark M. P. Guild) 
(299; 35-50-65). ‘Varieties’ and 
“Sins of Fathers” (UFA). Split 


week; $1,900. 

Loew’s State — (2,800; 35-50-60). 
“Rogue Song” (Metro). Vaude. 
Built steadily; mats big; $16,000. 


Mosque—(WB) (3,281; 25-50-60). 
“For Defense” (Par). Bad at $12,000. 
Rialto—(WB) (1,762; 25-50-60). 


“Way of All Men” (FN). 
at $3,500. 


Terrible 


R-K-O Proctor’s—(2,650; 25-50- 
60). “Shooting Straight” (Radio). 
Vaude, Very good at $15,500. 


Chicago, Aug. 5, 


several houses doing better 
they have had for some time. 


The Oriental, after a nervous 
past, came back splendidly in July, 
It has been cleaning up. Two fing 
weeks with the holdover “Blushing 
Brides,” the house took another 
holdover, from the Chicago, with 
“Let Us Be Gay,” and smacked out 
a@ neat $35,000. 


“Big House” scrammed the Me. 
Vickers after smash four weeks? 
stay, and “Dawn Patrol” followed 
in midweek, opening at strong pace, 
“Common Clay” is satisfying the 
present demands for tear-jerkers at 
the Roosevelt, to a big mat femme 
trade. 


ticket from the censors, meaning 
for adults only. 
“Hell’s Island” disappointed 


and yanked. “Rain or Shine” re. 
placed Friday, getting midnight 
preview sendoff and satisfying week 


end. 
$15,000 Drop 


althor~*» 


draw locally. “Raffles” received 


first week at the United Artists. 
Palace and State-Lake are still 


with the Palace taking the lead be- 
cause of its. break in _ picture 
product. 

Two small huoses are running 
something of specials. “White Car- 
go,” Hays’ banner picture, good at 
the Monroe. 
loop-milked picture, “All 
which had runs at the 
and Garrick. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—“‘For the Defense” (Par), 
Stage show. Dropped to $45,000, 
with picture accounted only fair. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) 
865; 50-75-85)—“‘Dawn Patrol” 
(FN). Air flicker opened in mid-« 
week to excellent $10,700 for first 
two days. With summer vacation 
on, this adventure yarn is meat for 
the kids. “Big House” (Metro) 
closed sweet four weeks’ stay with 
$19,600 for last five days. 

Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)— 
“White Cargo” (Indie). 2d loop run 
for this Hays-banned one. Not as 
high as expected, at $4,500. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) 3,200; 
50-75-85)—“‘Let Us Be Gay” (Met- 
ro). Stage show. Moved over from 
Chicago, where it had cleared $60, 
500. Satisfying here for 2d week at 
$35,000. Harry Rose new resident 
m. c. here, and developing following. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50)—= 
“All Quiet” (U). 3d loop run, $5,000. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85) 
—“‘Good Intentions” (Fox). Vaude. 
Holding to fair level at $18,000, but 
showing effect on rival State-Lake, 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
506; 60-75-85) —“Common Clay” 
(Fox). Heart-throbs aplenty, and 
seeming!y just what musical-fed-up 
public waiting for. Sticking to 
steady pace two weeks af.c. open- 
ing, with excellent $28,000 for 2d 
full week. 

State-Lake (M-K-O) (4,700; 
75)-—‘Cheer Up and Smile’ (ox), 
fnude. Dropped $500 from previous 
weer, $16,500. Things coining to 
showdown between this house and 
Palace. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1° 
700; 50-75-85)—“Raffles” (UA). Diss 
appointment here for Ronald Col- 
man, even flaps passing it up. First 
week weak at $26,900, with pace 
dropping off toward close. al 

Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75-85) 
—“Hell’s Island” (Col). Two weeks 
for this one. Picked up in 2d week 
to $11,300, but out. “Rain or Shine 
(Col) replaced, opening nicely. 


Denver’s Exhib Meet 
Breaks All Pass Records 


Denver, Aug. 5. 
(Draw. Pop., 400,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Baseball tournament the 
week did not hurt grosses any. 

MPTOA convention caused record 
on passes to be broken. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aladdin (EFuffman) (1,500; 
75), “Good Intentions” (Fox), $7 
500. 

Tabor (Bennett), “Sweethear’ 
and Wives” (FN). One grand be 
ter than previous; $7,500. on 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 
50), “Blushing Brides’ (MG/s 
$13,500. 90-30 

(Fox)s 


Quiet,” 
McVickers 


past 


America (Huffman) (1,500; 
40). “Those Who Dance 
$4,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (25-35-60), 
der Legion” (Par), $4,250. 


“Bore 


Loop business was on the up genes! 
erally, and excellent for the season 9 
last week. Trade has held up re. 
markably the past few weeks, with | 
than 


Added weight is the “pink” | 


slightly at the Woods, second week : 


Chicago dropped $15,000 from pres 
vious week’s mark, managing only ~ 
45 grand with “For the Defense.” © 
William Powell reputed ~ 


splitting the town vaudfilm money, | 


only fair notices and trade for its | 


Orpheum also tried a 
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| Davey Lee Gave Enright Big Mats, 


5. 
w. Pop., 1; 
(Dee Hot 
Stanley led last week for first 
time in months. Usual leader, 
penn, got it on chin with what was 
generally considered Clara Bow’s 
ol Speed” plugged heavily at 
the Stanley, and good stage show, 
headed by Bernice Claire in person, 
also in the picture, turned in neat 
pest figure for this site in 


ene. Picture’s draw laid 
wholly to Joe E, Brown, since no- 


n’t so hot. Miss Claire 
pres ney plenty of credit, since 
crowds got up and walked minute 
she had finished her stage routine, 
“pove Among the Millionaires 
sunk Penn to around $23,400, with 
Bow girl coming in for plenty of 

ing. Last two pictures indi- 
cates she’s no longer b. 0. around 


a Lee in person helped En- 
right pick up a few grand to around 


$11,000, Picture was “Dancing 
Sweeties,’ but Lee kid brought 
them in. Mats heaviest in long 


time, mostly children. ‘Man from 
Wyoming” despite a critical drub- 
ping did nice summer $7,200 for Al- 
dine, while Harris had another 
mediocre $3,300 with “Hell’s Island.” 

“Lawful Larceny” got only four 
days in second week at Sheridan 
Square, house returning to Friday 
openings after a couple of months 
of Monday inaugurals. Maybe 
$2,000 for the four days. Pitt, after 
eight weeks of “All Quiet,” re- 
opened Monday on grind with “Un- 
guarded Girls,” sex picture, playing 
to women only. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine—(Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50). 
"Man from Wyoming” (Par) rated 
one of Gary Cooper's poorest, did 
satisfactory $7,200. Probably ac- 
countable for star’s draw. 

Enright—(WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60). “Dancing Sweeties” (FN), but 
it was Davey Lee in person, not the 
picture, attracting $11,000 to turn- 
stiles. Picked up nicely over last 
two preceding weeks. Mats big, 
mostly children clamoring to see 
Sonny Boy. 

Harris— (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30- 
40). “Hell’s Island” (Col) average 
at $3,300. Bolstering up stage shows 
here, which may help in time if 
Warners decide to continue flesh- 
and-blood entertainment, which 
they are now seriously considering 
dropping. 

Penn—(Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25- 
35-60). At $23,400 “Love Among 
Millionaires” gave this site one of 
its worst weeks in months. Bow 
just about washed up here. Dave 
Schooler upheld stage end. 
Sheridan Square—(Radio) (1,200; 
25-35-50). “Lawful Larceny” (Radio) 
around $2,000 for four days in 2d 
week, Picture merely held over to 
8ive house chance to return to Fri- 
day openings. 

Stanley— (WB). “Top Speed” 
(FN) with Bernice Claire in person 
put this house back into the dough 
With big $29,300, best figure in 
months, Stage show, “Moonbeams,”’ 
didn’t hurt any either. 


NO RKO VAUDE IN N. W.; 


: Tacoma, Aug. 5. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 
Weather: Warm 

coorPheum vaude goes out in Ta- 
its a—folded last week, after doing 
poli Stuff first three days, New 
wane will be all-pictures, changes 
Upon y _or bi-weekly dependent 
“Daw draw of feature. Next week 

Pato Patrol” (FN) for full week. 
Dolic ane also on straight picture 
ture - Seems business on all pic- 
practi on split plan, grossed 

as big as vaude nights. 
lang one only Seattle and Port- 
North Sing vaude—or for R-K-O in 
tiny West. Vancouver, B. C., con- 

ny With vaude (R-K-O). 
Planned: way wide open _ for 
deas ¢ return of Fanchon-Marco 
open hg local Broadway, which will 
in ogy dickers with unions result 

" eement. Colonial would close. 

Se are Fox houses. 


R-etimates for Last Week 
5-35-56 Pantages (R-K-O) (1,500; 
Pictur J—“Lawful Larceny” (Rad), 
400, © fine. Vaude first half. $4,- 
nce Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
White Hell of Pitz Palu” 

film. Okay. $3,000. 
“Blush (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 


ing Brides” Me 
Metro). 
$4,600. 
(Fox) (850; 


holy 
$3,009. (Metro). 


Started 


25)—“Un- 
Good draw. 


COOL IN TOPEKA 


Good Shows and Grosses Last Week 
ne Record Broken 


Topeka, Aug. 5. 
(Draw. 85, 
Weather: cool 

Cool weather most of the week 
resulted in a slight falling off for 
the outdoor attractions. Jayhawk 
showed an increase over prévious 
—— chiefly due to stage band last 

alf. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox) ((So- 
cial Lion.” Didn’t do as expected. 
“Caught Short” last half; $5,700. 

Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox). “The 
Big House” to record despite non- 
cooled ; $2,800. 

Isis (600; 25) (Ind). Acts refus- 
ing to go on without advance pay- 
ment Monday and Tuesday. Audi- 
ence demanded refund; $300. 


Front’s’ $20,000 in Albee 
Record in Providence; 


Ist Wk. of All Pictures 


Providence, Aug. 5. 
(Draw Pop, 315,600) 
Weather: Favorable 

R-K-O Albee in first week of all 
film the big noise here with “West 
ern Front,” despite strong competi- 
tion. New record for house. 

“Romance,” Garbo, at 
State, next best. 

Estimates for Last Week 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50), 
“Western Front” (U). First week 
of picture policy. Hit $20,000, de- 
spite one show cut because of break 
in sound apparatus. New high for 
house. Held over. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50), “Ro- 
mance” (MGM). Good support bill. 
Garbo always clicks here; $19,000; 
should have been lot better. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50), “Love 
Among Millionaires” (Par). No 
raves about this one, except town 
went big for child mimic, Mitzi 
Green; $12,400 reported. - 
(2,200; 


Loew’s 


Majestic (Fay) 15-50), 
“Paramount cn Parade” (Par). 
Average at $10,000. 

R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50), 
“Shooting Straight” (Par). Richard 


Dix okay here, but didn’t draw in 
this one; $7,000; slightly better 
than previous week, but low. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50), Soldiers and 
Women” (WB). Vaude. Depend- 
ing upon fact only vaude in town. 
Still quiet at $7,000. 


A. 


WARNER RALLIES, RETREAT 


SCRIPT 


Paramount’s Offer of $15,- 
000,000 Bonds Renews 
Talk of Theatre Over Ex- 
pansion—All Bonds Sink 
—Par. Obligations Lose 
Point—Warners’ 6s_ at 
New Low—Eastman Ko- 
dak Shows Most Sus- 
tained Advance 


MERGER TALK UP AGAIN 


By AL GREASON 


Monday’s brisk rally at the close 
failed to carry through yesterday. 
The bulls made fair progress in the 
morning, but the bulge brought out 
the same old brand of liquidation 
and the day ended with most prices 
unchanged or lower. 

Warner Bros. staged an impres- 
sive looking rally in the morning, 
getting up 37! or 4 points above its 
Monday bottom. 

Then came reports in the finan- 
cial district that the directors were 
discussing either a change in the $4 
dividend rate at their Thursday 
meeting or the device of paying the 
next dividend in script, as was done 
by the Fox people early this year. 
Bankers for the company admitted 
that such proposals were under con- 
sideration, but denied that a de- 
cision had been reached. 

The report was sufficient to bring 
renewed selling into Warner, which 
eased again below 36, closing at 
that level, up a fraction from the 
previous close. 

Another item of news that the 
Street did not esrecially relish was 
the unexpected news that Para- 
mount was offering an issue of 
bonds amounting to $15,000,000, 
bearing 544% and due in 1950, price 
being 94%. There was no special 
fault to find with Paramount’s new 
financing, but there has lately been 
a growing feeling that new picture 
issues have been carried far enough 
an over-expansion in theatre prop- 
erties has already done the trade 
sufficient damage. 


Dissatisfaction with the general 


Los Angeles Women Try Tricks to 
Beat Line in Ist Week of “Brides” 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,500,000) 
Weather: Hot 
Business continues spotty with 


Los Angeles drawing a slice of the 
heat under which the country has 
been sweltering. Wednesday night 
(July 30), it’s doubtful if anybody 
in town got any sleep. 

Latest box office rave is “Our 
Blushing Brides,” at the Criterion, 
which will have a first week of bet- 
ter than $25,000. This compares 
with “Anna _  Christie’s” $25,000, 
“Divorcee’s” $28,000, and “Big 
House’s” $24,000 for the same pe- 
riod. Attendance here has _ been 
noteworthy for the women it is 
drawing. Double and three abreast 
they have wound down to and 
around the corner waiting for the 
house to open, with the males count- 
able on one hand. The impatient 
think up wild schemes to beat the 
line. One woman even asked the 
doorman if she could be admitted 
to the ladies’ rest room. When in- 
formed that, too, was full, the wom- 
an cried, “Remember, young man, 
you’re responsible for what may 
happen out here.” And it’s all giv- 
ing the Criterion a great rep. So 
much so that many of the studios 
would rather place a picture in this 
spot than any other house in town, 
because the successive string of hot 
ones here can now be said to have 
given the site a natural draw. 

Nothing else is particularly prom- 


inent at this time, although “Man's 
Laughter” will send the Paramount 


‘above $20,000, which is okay at this 
time, 

“Raffles” fell off on its holdover 
week as did “Dixiana”’ at the Or- 
pheum, albeit in the latter case the | 
picture will hang on until Aug. 12, | 
succeeds the 


when “Dawn Patrol” 
following day. “Big House” is 
snapping the Boulevard out of its 


drastic slump for what may be $7,- 
000. It’s really the film’s sixth week 
in town. “So This Is London” is 
down to an anemic figure but de- 
parts for “Holiday,” which opens 
Thursday (7). night. The Chinese 
and “Hell’s Angels” seem now to 
have shot their bolt, although there 
is some idea here of dropping the 
stage show and continuing the pic- 
ture alone for a few weeks. Caddo’s 
arrangement calls for a three-week 
notice of departure to be given the 
house. That may be forthcoming 
this week. Understanding is that 
Fox's “Big Trail” can be made ready 
by Sept. 1 if necessary. Hollywood 
3oulevard houses probably benefited 
Monday from “Dollar Day,” which 
the merchants stage about once 
every eight months. Thoroughfare 
was jammed throughout the morn- 
ing. 
Jean Harlow goes into the Chi- 
nese Wednesday for personal ap- 
pearances, following the Hunter 
brothers, and wiil stick for the bal- 
ance of the run. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox) —‘ The Big 
House” (Metro) (2,164; 95-50). 
Proved tonic this house needed; 


(Continued on page 29) 


vr 


Yesterday’s Prices 
LEADING AMUSEMENTS 

ey 

High Low Last 

100 Con. F.... 19 19 19 +% 

3,100 East. K...214% 212 214 +2% 

1,100 Gen. Thr.. 33% 33% 33% 

2,100 Loew .... 7 71% \% 
3,900 Par. . 60 58% 59% 

800 Pathe - 4% 4% 444% 
455% 44% 44%— \% 
29,500 R-K-O ... 33% 32 32% —- % 
37% 35% 36 + % 

BONDS 
$12,000 Gen. Thr.. 96 95% 95% — 
346,000 Par. ..ces 101% 100% 100% —1 
62,000 W. B..... 04% 93% Whe — 
CURB 
900 Tech. .... 30% 3 304% + % 


situation in this respect found ex- 
pression more in the day’s bond 
dealings than in the picture stocks. 
The old Paramount 6s in neavy 
dealings slipped a full point, while 
the Warner bonds got to a new bot- 
tom of 93%, fractionally pelow the 
bottom of last week. Transactions 
here also were in large volume, 

Merger talk is again in circula- 
tion, having to do with Fox and 
Loew, but neither of these shares 
showed any construtcive effect, In- 
deed, the only member of the 
amusement group that displayed 
any sustained power to advance and 
hold its gains was Eastman Kodak, 
which was close to its recent best 
and closed near the top at 214. 

Eastman right along has indicat- 
ed that accumulation was going 
on and its action suggests that the 
campaign may be near its culmina- 
tion. It is getting to be the policy 
of close traders to confine their 
long commitments to such issues 
as give evidence of this process, 
which does not at the moment ap- 
pear in any of the theatre issues. 
Hence the absence of real aggres- 
sive support from the professionals. 
The public for the present is def- 
initely out of the market. 

Crop. News Aids Bulls 

After the sharp break of last 
week and the subsequent backing 
and filling Friday and Saturday, 
the Monday session started with an 

(Continued on page 29) 


2 NEW NABORHOODS IN 
BALTO. BY DURKEE 


3altimore, Aug. 5. 


(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: warm 


Unusual activity in neighborhood 
house construction this summer, 
with 2,000-seaters under way; Pat- 
terson and Lyndhurst, both Durkee- 
controlled. No organs specified in 
equipment of either. 
Rivoli, now dark as per summer 
tradition, may have a cooler when 
the lights are turned on later this 
month. It is the lack of a cooling 
system in this house that prompts 
the annual July shut down. 
Temperatures were more moder- 
ate last week, but cooled houses got 
the big intake. Stanley, for the 
first week since “Big House,’ went 
ahead of the Century. “Let Us Be 
Gay” was the _ reason. Century 
turned in a fine week, though with 
“For the Defense.” Elevator Va- 
lencia again surprised with a good 
week. “Unholy Three,” at uptown 
Parkway, held to a moderate gross. 
Keith's just fair with “Hot Curves.” 
“Lawful Larceny” at the New ditto. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Stanley (Loew) “Let Us Be Gay” 


(3,600; 25-60). B. o. wow; $26,000. 
Century (Loew) “For the De- 
fense” (3,200; 25-60). Despite op- 


position best week in seven; $21,500. 

Valencia (Loew) “Sweethearts 
and Wives” (1,200; 25-35). Another 
very good week for this roof house, 
two in row. Demonstrated house 
can get biz with rigut rare; 23,500. 

Parkway (Loew) “Unholy Three” 
(1,000; 25-35). Did very well. Heat 
kept gross down at this non-cooler; 
$3,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘‘Hot 
Curves” (2,500; 25-50). Good base- 
ball picture, but stiff opposition; 
$7,000. 

New (M. Mechanic) “Lawful Lar- 
ceny” (1,500; 25-50); $5,000. 
Met (Warner - Equity) 

Legion” (15-25); $3,500, 


“Border 


Bad Weather but Better Biz in 
London for Picture Theatres; 
Front’ (U) Its 8th Wk., 2 Records 


London, Aug. 5. 

Consistently bad weather has 
helped all theatres, pictures, vaude 
and legit, with at least one record 
in the big film houses. ‘Western 
Front” (U) in its eighth week at 
the Alhambra topped the high mark 
previously held by “Atlantic” (Eng- 
lish-made) both for length of stay 
and for takings. Average for last 
fortnight has been $15,000 a week. 


Other Film Grosses 
Capitol —“Cock of the Walk” 
(Sono-Art). Doing $17,500, which 
barely covers expenses. House has 
been doing poorly due to inferior 


pictures, but last week was one 
of its worst. “Cheer Up and Smile” 
current, 


Cariton—“Byrd at South Pole” 
(Par). First fortnight averaged 
$15,000. Picture probably good for 
another month. 

Dominion—‘Phantom of the 
Opera” (U). Big publicity cam- 
paign strong stage show 
brought gross up to $12,700 first 
week, of six days, since the opening 
was given over to the press and 
celebs. Second week showed $12,- 
500. James Bryson predicts pic- 
ture will run for months, but rest 
of trade is less optimistic. 

Marble Arch—“Paramount on Pa- 
rade” (Par). After six weeks at 
the Carlton, took around $9,000. 

New Gallery— Double feature 
booking with “Dancing Feet” (Brit- 
ish made) and a silent, “Girl in the 
Moon” (Ufa). Did surprisingly well 
for its fortnight, averaging $15,000. 


Replaced by “This Is London” 
(English-made). 
Regal—‘The Bad One” (UA). 


Ended a fortnight to average of 
around $15,000. “Blue Angels,” Emil 
Jannings’ first talker for Ufa, now 
current, 

Tivoli—“‘Symphony in Two Flats” 
(English-made). Film version of 
the play of the same name by Ivor 
Noveilo, with author in cast as the 
case in the stage production— 
grossed around $10,000 a week. 
Picture was made by Gainsborough 
and didn’t measure up very high. 
House hasn’t had a semblance of 
a success since “Rio Rita” (Radio), 
It is now showing “Raffles” (Gold- 
wyn-UA). London office of United 
Artists declares picture will hold 
up for 20 weeks, basing its opti- 
mism on the record of “Bulldog 
Drummond.” However, British 
Gaumont, which owns the house, 
is figuring on six to eight weeks. 


MONTREAL HOPES FOR 
THEATRE BREAK NOW 


Montreal, Aug. 5. 
(Draw Pop, 600,000) 
Weather: Fine 
July broke all records here for 
poor guesses, due almost entirely 
to the nation’s elections and radio 
speeches, with the great heat of the 
month also largely contributing to 
mediocre attendances. Conditions 
are much more prosperous looking 
for August. 
All main 


stems benefited by 
cessation of election excitement 
after Tuesday. Grosses up every- 
where from rock bottom of previous 


week, Palace took $13,500 and 
topped the town with “Holiday.” 
Capitol got $12,500 showing 


“Shadow of Law.” Joseph Cherni- 
avsky, new leader of orchestra for 
a couple of weeks, has pepped up 
only main stem band in town. 

Loew's collected around $12,000 
with “Cheer Up and Smile” and 
average vaude. Imperial had mid- 
dling gross of $6,500 on “He Knew 
Women” and fair vaude. 

Neighborhoods improved. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (IP) (2,700; 40-75), “Holi- 
day” (Pathe). Femmes liked pic- 
ture. Gross recovered to $13,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75), 
“Shadow of Law” (Par), Jumped 
to $12,500. Fair for time of year. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65), “Cheer 
Up and Smile” (Fox). Fitted in 
— with good vaude. $12,000, not 
bad. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55), 
“Lovin’ the Ladies” (R-K-O). Just 
got by at $5,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60), “He 
Knew Women” (Fox). Fair pic- 


ture, average vaude; $6,500. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50), “Searlet 
Lady” (Col). Improvement at 
$2,009. 


hd 


nec: 


ing 
d 
| 
| 
| 
il 
| 
| 
| 
— | 
| | 
| | f 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | an 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| 
4 
ug 
| 
| | | i 
| 
j 


10 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, August 6, 1430 


Holiday and Helen Kane Break 
Indiana's B. 0. Record, at $34,000, 
In Town's Hottest Wk in 12 Years 


Indianapolis, Aug. 5. 
(Draw. Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Local exhibs given something to 
think about here last week when 
Helen Kane in person appeared at 
the Indiana, breaking every record 
since the house opened three years 
ago. “Holiday” was the picture 
with Kane and booking considered 
ultr: urt. Patronage built from 
opening day and $29,000 record set 
by “Fast Company,” last season’s 
state fair week, swashed, despite 
he ook in years, 

“Let Us Be Gay” strong competi- 
tion. Skouras-Publix had 
strong campaign covering state. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Indiana—(Publix) (3,300; 30-50- 
65). Helen Kane in person with 
Charlie Davis band, Publix stage 
show, “Holiday” (Pathe), smashed 
all-time record, $34,000, despite hot- 
test week in 12 years and strong 
competition. 

Circle—-(Publix) (2,600; 25-40-50). 
“Cuckoos” (Radio) couldn’t stand 
tough competish with stars un- 
known here and turned in only fair 
$9,600. 

Palace—(Loew’s) (2,800; 25-%5-50). 
Norma Shearer and Marie Dressler 
drawing about 50-50 in “Let Us Be 
Gay”; $17,000. 

Apollo—(ith ave.) (1,100; 25-35- 
50). “Women Everywhere” (Fox). 
Too much competition; only $4,200, 
being terrible. 

Ohio — (Publix) (1,400; 25-35). 
“Safety in Numbers” brought in 
only $2,000; uncooled house unpopu- 
lar in blistering heat. 

Lyric—(4th ave.) (,2000; 25-35- 
50). ‘““Double Cross Roads“ (Fox) 
had .bad nights, drawing $8,000. 
Mind reader held up, otherwise 
= would have taken one on 
chin, 


4 OF 6 HOUSES IN CINCY 
GAINED IN GROSSES 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 
.(Draw Pop, 700,000) 
Weather: Warm 

Four of the six R-K-O houses 
here showed gains last week over 
preceding period. Albee dropped 
only $300 behind, and the Palace off 
but $200. Biggest increase at Lyric, 
six grand. Capitol improved $1,350, 
Strand $700, and Family $1,700. All 
very good summer biz here. 

“Western Front” in first week at 
top prices equaled opening week of 
three weeks’ reeent showing at the 
Shubert at $2 top. At that time it 
was emphatically claimed in Shu- 
bert advertising this picture would 
not be seen at any other local the- 
atre this season. Such claims are 
coming to be accepted as a gag by 
the public, while publishers of the 
dailies express dislike for them. 

“Caught Short” and “Ladies of 
Leisure” proved magnets as quick 
repeats in the R-K-O sma!l houses. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75), 
“Shooting Straight.” Vaude, $25,400. 


Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50), 
“Shadow of Law.” $15,600, 

Lyric (R-K-O) (1,400; 30-50), 
“Western Front.” $13,600. 

Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 30-50, 


“Romantic Night.” $11,800. 

Keith’s (1,500; 30-50), “This Mad 
World.” $3,500. 

Strand (R-K-O) (1,350; 30-50), 
“Ladies of Leisure” and “Bottom of 


World.” $4,000. 
Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 30-50), 
“Caught Short.” $4,200. 


Boston Did Fairly with 
Holiday; Met, $37,800 


3oston, Aug. 5. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: Warm 


Despite the perfect summer 
weather which prevailed last week, 
some of the local picture houses 
eked out a fairly good gross. Com- 
pared with the grosses here lately, 
considered fairly good. 

The big Met did the best with 
$37,800 with “Holiday.” State, Loew 
uptown, got $20,800 with “Blushing 
Brides.” 

Just fair with the two Keith 
houses. They seem to feel the ef- 
fects of the summer heat more than 
the other houses. 


Estimates for Last Week 


LOUISVILLE AT 130, 
6-MONTH DROUGHT 


Louisville, Aug. 5. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: 130 


The official temperature last week 
climbed to 106.9, within one-tenth 
degree of the record high for all 
time, but this reading was taken atop 
office building and in the shade. At 
street level the mercury went to 130 
and above. Thermometers’ that 
registered only 120 had to burst. 

Coupled with this, Kentucky is in 
the midst of the sixth month of the 
most devastating drought experi- 
enced here, the longest, hottest and 
most damaging dry spell in the 
state’s history. 

This fertile and verdant Com- 
monwealth is now but one vast ex- 
panse of brown, scorched country- 
side. Its people are mentally de- 
pressed. Cattle are being sold to 
avoid dying of thirst, and the price 
of milk, with production off 25%, is 
up le a quart. One good rain could 
certainly wash away many worries. 
Popularity of the little golfies has 
broken sharply in the past several 
weeks, notably in the last seven 
days, and this offers a ray of hope 
to local theatres. Some of the 
courses are still given a big play and 
one remains open all night. About 
half cf those in the city, or 10, are 
fighting for existence with the prob- 
ability that they will be unsuccess- 
ful. One course, now dismantling, 
has never paid for its electric light 
system, Another may be rented for 
$1900 a month with all equipment 
furnished and rent paid; rent is $80 
a month, so owner wants only a 
profit of $20 every 30 days and a 
chance to get from under. 

Loew’s dropped a g, but was lucky 
to get $11,000 with “Raffles.” Strand 
slipped only a century to $6,100, 
good for “Women Everywhere.” 
The first of the split-week bills at 
the Brown drew about $3,500, which, 
while no improvement, was oke con- 
sidering elements. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Alamo—(4th ave.) (1,100; 
“Recaptured Love” (Fox) 
draw; $3,000, off. 

Mary Anderson—(R-K-O) (1,387; 
30-50). - “Sweethearts and Wives” 
(FN). Billy Dove still needs bet- 
ter scripts; $2,700. 

Brown—(Brown) (1,509; 15-25- 
40). “Alias French Gertle” (Radio) 
and “The Fall Guy” (Pathe). First 
week of two-bill policy drew moder- 
ately with ordinary programers; 
$3,500. 

Rialto—(R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50-). 
“Flirting Widow” (FN). Another 
mild one for Dorothy Mackaill, who 
deserves better opportunities; $3,600. 

State — (Loew) (3,252; . 35-50). 
“Raffles” (UA). Ronald Colman got 
femmes. Matinees good, and Sat., 
Sun. best in months; $11,000. 

Strand—(4th ave.) (1,785; 30-50). 
‘Women Everywhere” (Fox). Bat- 
tled heat and did nicely at $6,100. 


HEIDT AND “LARCENCY”’ 
GET FISHER $23,400 


‘Detroit, Aug. 5. - 

Terrific heat over the week end 
made it a very weak end. 

“Blushing Brides” dropped off its 
2d week. Low cut scale kept Fox 
out the important money. Change 
to three-a-day seems to have helped 
Fisher, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Michigan—“Our Blushing Brides” 
(MGM) (4,045; 35-50-75). After big 
week this picture did very good 
considering extremely hot week end. 
Only second time for picture to be 
held a second week. $30,700. 

Fox—‘“Hell’s Island” (Fox) (5,100; 
15-25-50). House betting big play 
afternoons and enough business 
evenings to hold up grosses despite 
25c. matinee and 50c. evening. Good 
at $37,500. 

Fisher — “‘Lawful Larceny’’ 


40). 
poor 


(Pathe) (2,300; 35-50-75). Horace 
Heidt band did trick here. Un- 
usually good business. Change in 


policy to three-a-day seems to have 
boosted returns. $23,400, 

United Artists — ‘Raffles’ (UA) 
(3,000; 35-50-75). Drawing flaps 
and nice matinee trade; $24,200. 

Paramount—‘“Dawn Patrol” (WB) 
(3,000; 35-50-75). Well liked. Nice 
biz despite heat. $20,300. 


Metropolitan (4,000; 35-50)— State—‘‘Holiday” (Pathe) (3,000; 
“Holiday” (Pathe). $37,800. 35-50-75). Left Tuesday’ with 

State (3,500; 35-50)—$20,800 for| ‘Three Faces East” opening then. 
“Blushing Brides” (M-G-M). Madison — “For the Defense” 

Keith-Memorial—“‘Wild Company” | (Par) (1,750; 35-50-75). .Here after 
(Fox). Not so good at $9,900. week’s run at Fisher. Did almost 

Keith-Albee — “Double Cross|as much in this downtown house as 
Roads” (Fox). $11,500, uptown. $7,400. 


JOHN C. FLINN 


“ALL FOR MABEL,” directed by 
Harry Delmar, presented by E. B. 
Derr, and produced by John C. 
Flinn, was selected by United Art- 
ists’ Theatre, Los Angeles, as 
laughing accompaniment with Ron- 
ald Colman in “RAFFLES,” now 
playing extended engagement, 
“Much above the average in its 
sparkle’ was the Los Angeles 
“Times” praise of the comedy, 
which is one of a group of Flinn is 
producing for Pathe reiease, 


NOT FLOP 
LIST 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
This peninsula seaport, capable of 
getting downright chilly during the 
summer, escaping the broiling heat 
prevailing elsewhere. around the 
country, has no real complaint for 
the week now washing up. 
In general most of the houses are 
doing nicely or better than that. 
There isn’t a single flop on the list. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)—“Way 
Out West” (Metro). Bad notices 
checkmated good publicity cam- 


paign; started strongly but fell 
down somewhat; $45,000 not bad, 
however. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Big House” (Metro). Bettered 
$19,000 for 3d week, exceptionally 
good. Extra Saturday midnight 
show included. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
65-$1)—"‘Sap from Syracuse” (Par). 
Above normal for this house, $16,- 
000; Jack Oakie local fav. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“Raffles” (UA). 2d week at 
$13,000 regarded as salubrious. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-90) —‘Nan McGrew” (Par). Fin- 
ished with fair gross of $8,500 after 
starting off at snail’s pace. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“‘Dixiana” (Radio). Probably 
some margin of profit in $8,000 for 
2d week. But not sporty. 

Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 30- 
40-50-65) —“The Flirting Widow” 
(FN). Plus vaude and flagpole sit- 
ting contest got $15,000. Very good 
for this stand. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 


90)—“‘Three Faces East” (WB). 
Profitable $7,500 reported. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50) 
(double bill)—“Rampant Age” (All 
Star), “Dude Wranglers” (World 
Wide). Better than lately; $5,500. 


$10,000 FOR ‘RAFFLES’; 
GOOD IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 5. 

Good average programs at most 
houses last week brought okay re- 
sults. United Artists starct:d short 
run with first week of ‘“Raffies.’ 
Paramount kept up good pace with 
“For the Defense,” getting 59% 
more than the house was winning 
for similar pictures six months ago. 
Stage show helps. 

Fox-Broadway with “Wild Com- 
pany,” held its own. Riaito is an- 
other local recovery. 

Weather warm but no heat wave. 
Leading houses doing a good mat 
trade on early cut admish pric?s. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Wild Company” Fox). Okay. F. & 
M.’s “Love Songs” stage show. Fair 
week; $13,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25-50) 
—‘For the Defense” (Par) scored. 
Publix stage show fair; $10,800. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-50) 
—‘She’s My Weakness” fair. Vaude. 
$9,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-50)—“Raffles” (UA) well ex- 
ploited and got over; $10,000; good. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 
“Bride of Regiment” (FN) regis- 
tered; $6,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 


50—“White Cargo” (WB) okay; 
$6,600. 


Comparative Grosses for hy 


Table of grosses during July for towns and houses listed as previously 


reported weekly in Variety. 


Where title and gross of picture omitted, 
frequently is “sex” film or picture played in “sex” film style for that week, 


NEW YORK 


July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 — 
CAPITOL “Caught “Unholy “Let Us “Let Us 
High.$109,286 Short” Three” Be Gay” Be Gay” 
Low.. 30,000 (2d week) $71,400 $85,700 $63,300 
Stage Show (ist week) (2d. week) 
PARA- “Border “Love Mil- “Man “For 
MOUNT Legion” lionaires” Wyoming” Defense” 
High. .$95,000 $75,500 $70,400 $58,400 $74,900 
Low... 49,100 | Stage Show 
ROXY “Czar “On Level” “Rogue “Wild 
High.$173,658 | Broadway” $81,800 Song’”’. Company” 
Low.. 59,800 $61,000 $83,800 $70,200 
Stage Show 
STRAND “Sweeth’ts “Sweeth’ts “Sweet “Song 
High. .$81,200 Wives” Wives” Mamma” Flame” 
Low... 15,000 $30,000 $22,500 $18,250 $18,700 
(ist week) (2d_week) sah: 
July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 
CHICAGO “Social “Unholy “This Is “Let Us | 
High. .$71,300 Lion” Three” London” Be Gay” 
Low... 33,000 $42,800 $36,800 $47,500 $60,500 
MsVICKER’S | “Big House” | “Big House” | “Big House” | “Big House” 
High. .$53,000 39,000 $51,700 $39,500 $29,500 
Low... 13,000 (2 days) (1st week) (2a week) (3d week) 
MONROE “Young “On Level” “Love’s “Movietone 
High. .$12,500 Desire” $3,500 Romance” Follies” 
Low... 2,700| $3,000 $4,100 $4,300 
ORIENTAL “Border “Sweeth’ts “Blushing - “Blushing 
High. .$52,500 Legion” Wives” Brides” Brides” 
Low... 20,000 $28,000 $36,400 $50,000 $35,000 
(3d week) (ist week) (2d week) 
ROOSE.- “With “With “With “With 
VELT Byrd” Byrd” Byrd” Byrd” 
High. :$36,500 $26,000 $21,800 $21,000 $15,500 
Low... 9,000 (ist week) (2d week) (3d week) (4 days) 
STATE- “Notorious “Fall Guy” “Flirting “What a 
_ LAKE Affair” $16,000 Widow” Man” 
High $35,750 $18,000 $17,500 $17,000 
Low... 16,000 
UNITED “Big Pond” “Song “Song “Son | ; 
ARTISTS $16,000 Heart” Heart” Heart” : 
High. . $44,300 (2d week) $30,000 $23,000 $16,000 
Low... 11,000 (1st week) (2d week) (3d week) 
ORPHEUM “Hold “Back Pay” “Devii’s “Golden 
High. .$16,900 | Everything” $5,500 Holiday” Dawn” 
Low... 4.800 $5.500 $6.200 $6.000 
PITTSBURGH | 
July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 | 
PENN “Lady “Unholy “Big House” “Let Us 
High. . $44,000 Scandal” Three” $39,800 Be Gay” 
Low... $25,500 $30,800 $27,500 
ENRIGHT “Bride “With “Recaptured “Sweet 
High. .$19,000 | Regiment” Byrd” Love” Mamma” 
Low... 5,000 $6,000 $8,000 $8,000 $8,000 | 
STANLEY | “Numbered “Shadow “Road “Holiday” | 
High. .$48,000 Men” Law” Paradise” $23,000 | 
Low... 15,000 $20,000 $25,300 $24,500 | 
(2d week) 
ALDINE “Born “Lummox” “Nan “Good 
High. .$30,000 |- Reckless” $6,800 McGrew” Intentions” 
Low... 5,000 $8,000 $8,500 $5,000. | 
HARRIS “Journey’s “Not “Cuckoos” “Cheer | 
High. .$12,000 End” Damaged” $3,700 and Smile” | 
Low... 3,000 $3,800 $3,700 $3,200 
SHERIDAN “Knew “Inside “Wild “Lawful i | 
SQUARE Women” Lines” Company” Larceny” d 
High. .$11,000 $3,800 $3,200 $3,500 $4,000 : ; 
Low... 2.750 "4 | 
LOS ANGELES 
July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 ; 
EGYPTIAN “Arizona “Cuckoos” “Social “Border 
High. .$14,000 Kid” Lion” Legion” 
Low... 4/600 $8,500 $6,800 $4,600 
(New low). 
LOEW’S “Unholy “Good “Romance” “Wild | 
_ STATE Three” Intentions” $36,000 Company” 
High. .$48,000 $24,000 $23,000 $17,000 
Low... 15,600 aA 
PARA. “Man “Nan “Love “Queen 
_MOUNT Wyoming” McGrew” Millionaires” High” ' 
High. .$57,800 $18,000 $20,000 $18,000 $15,000 : 
Low... 15,000 (New low) . 
UNITED “Shadow “Anybody’s “Anybody’s “Raffles” | 
ARTISTS of Law” War” War” $25,000 
High. .$38,700 $8,000 $12,000 $1,800 1 
Low... 6,200 (1st week) (2a week) ~ j 
WARNERS “Bright “Faces 
DOWNT’N Lights” East” 
High. .$38,800 $9,000 $24,700 
Low... 9,000 
WARNERS | “Recaptured “Nancy “Nancy “Way of 
HOLLYW’D Love” Naples” Naples” Men” 
High. .$37,300 | $17,000 $26,000 $16,000 $26,900 
Low... 10.000} | (0 days) (24. week) 
PROVIDENCE 
July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 
_STATE “Big House” “Unholy “Bad One” 
High. .$29,000 $20,000 Three’ $17,500 
Low... 14,000 $19,000 —* 
MAJESTIC “Devil’s “Movietone “Fu 
High. .$16,500 Holiday” Follies” Manchu” 
Low... 6 200 $10.500 $11.500 $9.000 — 
MINNEAPOLIS 
July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26__ 
MINNE- “This Is “Border “Blushing “Social ' 
_ SOTA London” Legion” Brides” Lion” 
High. .$45,200 $43,100 $19,000 $30,000 $23,700 } 
Low... 17,000 
STATE “Shadow “Bad One” “Song “On the 
High. .$28,000 Law” $7,000 Flame” Level” 5 
Low... 3,800 $9,500 $4,500 $5,800 
R-K-O “Women “Good “Not “Cheer 
ORPHEUM | Everywhere” | Intentions” Damaged” and Smile 
High. . $22,000 $8,500 $8,000 $8,700 $9,000 


(Continued on page 33) 
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TITAN SMASHES MOW PAT 


LEADERSHIP 


Setting the Heart of the World Afire! 


GHTY DRAMATIC SPECTACLE 


Second Week Orpheum, Los Angeles! Second 
Week Orpheum, Frisco! Poised for Sweep 
Engagements Portland, Seattle and Points West! 


DANGER LIGHTS 
HALF SHOT SUNRISE 
CIMARRO Toward the TITAN Stages” 


eo 


7 
» 
i 
J 
it 
| 
_ fire 
on sy 
q 
ae ‘ 
; 
4 a 
Re 
4 at 
4 
d 
: 


6, 1939) 


veo 


Wednesday, August 6; 1930 


PICTURES 


15 


VARIETY 


Forces Publix Flesh 


And Stages Added, If Omitted 


Though not in original specifica- 
tions, Publix in certain spots may 
puck yaude opposition by building 

jn stages S° that they, too, can play 


or a similar policy. 

i such spots loom where Pub- 
‘Jix has new theatres. One is Staple- 
ton, 8. 1. opening Sept. 15. To com- 

te with Sol Brill who plays vaude 
at his St. George house Publix is 
now putting in a stage for either 
yaude or special stage attractions 
rather than regular Publix units. 

Another is Middletown, N. Y., 

where Publix and Joe Quittner, 
© indie, are in a tug of war, with lat- 
‘ter. ordering vaude for his State. 
Rather than use four act bills as in 
past years Quittner will play six 
attractions on a show through the 
opposition brought to his town. 
In a batch of 20 new Publix the- 
atres, most were originally planned 
from specifications under which the 
houses would be standardized and 
‘all built along the same general 
“plan. Since then, with demand for 
flesh cropping up, Publix has had 
“to change those plans. In some 
eases stages have already been ap- 
oved. 

Where indies have used vaude for 
years or are planning to do so this 
season, the fear on the part of Pub- 
lix seems to be from accounts that 
a straight picture policy by it in 
guch situations will be unwise. 

The Staten Island and Middle- 
town situations, peculiar unto them- 
selves, are pointed to as examples 
tending to force Publix to a stage 
attraction policy. 


Politicians Want Picture 
Support, but Fear Gals 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Political candidates, from those 
with gubernatorial ambitions down 
to the lesser fry, are all saying nice 
things about the picture industry 
these days, with hopes of getting the 
colony’s support at the poils. But 


while they're all crazy to say things 
about themselves via talkers, with 
the idea of getting additional votes 
through a screen plug, the same 
guys are steering away from being 
photographed with picture femmes. 
You never can tell; some reformer 
might find food for thought in a 
still. 

Most of the candidates are letting 
it be known that it might help the 
industry to get behind them and 
make free records of their speeches, 
With the records to be used for 
broadcasting. 
| The payoff is that a lot of poli- 
ticlans are wasting their time with 
‘Picture people who came here re- 
cently from New York and don’t 
Care much how the local election 
£0es, 

One candidate, long known as a 
‘Playboy among picture people, has 
“tut his friends short since he be- 
“fame aligned with a broadcasting 
‘minister for the coming campaign. 
Reason is that the minister hates 
Pictures and everyone in it, and the 
“andidate figures that the minister 
controls more votes than his picture 
friends. But the alliance didn’t stop 
him from trying to promote a set of 
records of his speeches from one of 

1s former producer friends. 


; 
F 


Chadwick’s Oil ‘Angels’ 


Aug. 5. 
of Mexican oil- 
rie in its newest “angeling,” Pan- 
Merican Pictures has re-opened 
*tudio &ctivities, 

ate avowed intentions include the 
ae ng of a series of Latin pic- 

S, With four in English. 


Los Angeles, 
With a number 


tab E. Chadwick, the American 
le, is in on this one. 


Ne 
Rosener’s Turnover 


Ge Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Rosener made an extra 
for quick turnaround deal 
seri ot, 

Wantea” She Got What She 
Na ad originally sold it to War- 
(writing When he left the 
Weer of that studio last 
$5,000. the play for 


then 1 i 
yeatze for $10,000. sold it to James 


ow Rosene 
Write the q 


r is engaged by Cruze 
ialog and adaptation. 


PLENTY ACTIVE IN 
STUDIOS AROUND N. Y. 


New York’s two studios are buzz- 
ing. 

Paramount has two features, 
“Laughter,” nearing completion, and 
“The Best People,” just starting, 
while a third, “Manhattan Mary,” 
starts rehearsals Aug. 6. 

Warners, devoted solely to shorts, 
hung up a new mark for work when 
turning out seven subjects in one 
week. Included were Elic Dressler, 
in “Compliments of the Season”; 
“Curses,” with Erin O’Brien-Moore 
and Clay Clement; Helen Broderick 
in “For Art’s Salke”; George Jessel, 
in “Politics”; Vivian Osborne, in 
“The Nightingale,” and Hal Skelly, 
in “The Gob.” Latter was made on 
location at the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
and on Riverside drive. 

Paramount's short subject depart- 
ment is knocking ’em out at three a 
week. Recent recordings were: 
Johnny Weiscmuller and Stubbie 
Krueger, in “The Big Splash"; 
Johnny Burke, Helen Lynd, George 
Jessel, Marion Harris with J. Rus- 
sell Robinson; Billy House in 
“Headache,” Lulu) McConnell in 
“Tongue Tied,” and Ethel Merwin 
and Al Siegel in “Her Story.” 


B. & K. ADV. CUT 507 
FOR CHICAGO HOUSES 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Publix-Balaban & Katz has cut 
its newspaper advertising budget 
in half. Last year understood to 
have spent $300,000 in the news- 


papers; will probably spend only 
$150,000 to $200,000 this coming 
year, 

B. & K., however, have agree- 
ments with several film companies 
for allowances for special exploita- 
tion. Metro-Goldwyn, for every 
picture of theirs placed in the B. 
& K. loop theatres, namely, Mc- 
Vicker’s, Roosevelt, Chicago or Ori- 
ental, allows the press department 
to spend an extra $1,000, for which 
thé film company. pays. The same 
arrangement made with Warner, 
First National, Universal and Fox. 
Paramount, however, cuts this spe- 
cial allowance to $750. 

It is understood here that this 
new picture agreement between all 
the exchanges and Publix Chicago 
houses cuts the advertising appro- 
priation to $500 for B. & K. pub- 
licity. 


L. A. Theatre for Only 
Foreign Version Films 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Fox West Coast takes over the 
local California theatre Aug. 12, 
converting it into a foreign picture 
site. This includes screening of 
foreign versions of American films. 
Fred Miller, owner, will remain in 
charge. 

The house will show “films from 
the majority cf the major studios” 
and is an experiment to ascertain 
if this type of theatre can get over 
here. The diaicg will probably fea- 
ture Spanish, since the population 
speaking it around here is placed at 
150,960. 

Capacity of the house is 1,800. 


Two UA’s on B’way 


“Abraham Lincoln” opens at the 
Central, New York, at $2 on Aug. 
25. This is D. W. Griffith’s special 
on the life of Lincoln when a youth. 

Another UA, “Eyes of the World,” 
starts a week from Thursday (14) 
at the Rivoli. The master print ar- 
rived in New York yesterday (5) 
by plane, with booking made before 
a preview. 


McCarthy-Connolly Back 


Jeff McCarthy and Jack Connolly 
returned to New York last week. 
Both had been abroad. 

Jeff may go to the Fox studios on 
the coast. He handled the McCor- 
mack picture in London. 

Connolly, formerly with F'ox 
Movietone, returned unattached. 


Film Lure 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

The Burlington railroad has 
& new idea for luring tourists 
to its passenger trains. This 
is a supplementary ticket call- 
ing for passage and a guide 
through the picture studios in 
Hollywood. 

As each trainload arrives 
here the tourists are herded 
into rubberneck buses and 
whisked off to the studios. 
They see the buildings and an 
occasional star if they happen 
to get a seat in the studio com- 
missary. 


CANNED RADIO 
PROGRAMS 
FILMS 


Canned radio programs built 
around releases are being made by 
United Artists for gratis distribu- 
tion to theatres playing U. A. prod- 


uct. 

First of the series has Alois Har- 
rilla and a group of radio actors in 
scenes from “Raffles.” Dise is 
timed to run about 12 minutes, with 
the theatre to plant with local 
broadcasting stations in advance of 
picture’s showing. 

For “What a Bride” the voice of 
Gloria Swanson will be a feature 
of the record; with “The Lottery 
Bride” the composer, Rudolph 
Friml, will personally talk and play. 

It is believed that several hun- 
dred small stations throughout the 
country will be available for this 
exploitation at nominal expense. In 
the case of big cities, where many 
neighborhood houses might be play- 
ing the picture simultaneously, or 
nearly so, bigger stations could be 
used by pro rating the broadcasting 
fee. 


Jean Barlow’s Denial 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Jean Barlow, lead in “Hell's 
Angels,” has denied charges made 
by her former husband, Charles 
McGrew, recently aired in the 
dailies. 

McGrew charged she posed for in- 
decent photographs and also en- 
tered the picture field against his 
wishes. 

Miss Barlow stated she posed for 
Edwin Bower Hesser, Hollywood 
art photographer, with her hus- 
band’s knowledge and that she was 
forced to go to work in pictures 
because of non-support, 


Cruze and Young Meet 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Jim Cruze and Sam Zierler are 
reported in Detroit effecting a deal 
with L. A. Young, 
Cruze’s pictures may be released 
through Tiffany under deal if made. 


United Artists Selling to 
Indies and Away from Chains; 
Probably Courting Any Scrap 


SONOART OFFICES DARK 
ON COAST-ONE PICTURE 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Sonoart has blotted itself out of 
the production picture here. Its of- 
fices at the Metropolitan studio are 
dark, as are those of Cliff Brough- 
tenn, associate producer for the 
outfit. 

At the same time it is said a five- 
year contract with Jose Bohr, Span- 
ish actor, has been canceled. No 
one is making an announcement 
about the “future.” 

Broughtenn had made one of a 
series of six pictures. This is titled 
“Rogue of the Rio Grande.” 


SURPLUS FOR 10 MOS. 
FOR PICTURE CLUB 


A statement of the Motion Pic- 
ture Club, New York, reported by 
A. W. Stebbins, treasurer, for the 
first 10 months of the club yeat 
starting Sept. 1 shows a surplus or 
net of $44,069, with total assets 
listed at $119,003 and liabilities as 
$74,934.38. Of the liabilities, big 
item is $66,000 in outstanding bonds. 

The statement shows that the 
club has lost on operation of the 
restaurant, which draws a fair pa- 
tronage at luncheon most of the 
time but frequently is nearly empty 
at night. Loss is placed at $17,665, 
with profits from cigar stand, $1,- 
115; card rooms, $3,937; pool and 
billiards, $1,315 and special func- 
tions and affairs, $8,427, shaving the 
net loss on departmental operations 
down to $2,870. 

Income from initiation fees, dues, 
ete. is $61,825 for the 10-months’ 
period, with salaries and adminis- 
trative expenses of $38,100 against 
that. 


440 Members 


Coincident with replacement of A. 
L. Karch as manager of the club, 
with George L. Dugan brought over 
from the swanky Sands Point Bath 
Club on Long Island, a membership 
drive is on for the month of August. 
Membership now stands at 440, with 
the limit set at 500. 

With a view to building business 
during the winter months, the club 
will inaugurate Saturday night 
supper club entertainment at 11 on 
Oct. 4 and continue to May, 1931. 
Cost will be $5 a person, including 
supper. 


Zella Young Engaged 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Zella Young, scenarist, daughter 
of L. A. Young, Tiffany head, is an- 
nouncing her engagement to Carl 
Baylis Smith, president of the local 
bakery. 


“THE BIG HOUSE” 


A GEORGE HILL Production 


Known to be dissatisfied with 
chain domination and dictation on 
price of film product as a result 
of that, United Artists is setting 
a precedent that may throw the in- 
dustry into a minor state of war- 
fare among the big fellows, through 
selling its product away from the 
large chains. 

In U. A. doing so it is openly ad- 
mitted in inside circles that this 
producer-distributor is courting the 
largest scrap over distribution and 
outlet, plus prices, that has come 
to the attention of the business in 
some time. 

Declared burned up somewhat 
over attempted chiseling on deals 
for its pictures, U. A. is selling away 
from such a closely allied circuit 
as Publix. 

It is not selling away from Pub- 
lix to other large chains with most 
all said to be chiseling, but to the 
amazement of most showmen, to 
indie exhibitors, including those in 
direct competition with Publix and 
other chain operators. 

This action is the most startling 
in big producer circles recorded in 
many. years. 

According to information, between 
20 and 30 indie accounts already 
have been sold the entire U. A. pro- 
gram for ‘30-31, with the deals 
closed away from Publix. 

Must Pick Spots 

In these and other sales of prod- 
uct to indies, U. A. can sell away 
from Publix only in such situations 
that Publix was not in two years 
ago, when a contract was made by 
that organization for franchises on 
all U. A. pictures. 

It is understood that new deals 
had to be made with chains through 
latter’s acquisition or building of 
houses in former open territories and 
it was then that the chiseling was 
attempted. 

Rather than take the short end of 
it, acording to the best lowdown, 
Joseph M. Schenck decided to go to 
bat with the chains through get- 
ting the rentals wanted by selling 
to indies. 

In many cases ability of indie ex- 
hibs to get the U. A. program is 
admitted by some of them as their 
only chance this season, against 
opposition from large chains which 
have nearly everything of value in 
the product line sewed up. 

As a result, these indies will be 
playing U. A. product, produced at 
an average cost of $600,000 a pic- 
ture and highly exploited, against 
Publix, WB, R-K-O and other chain 
operators, who through U. A.’s sell- 
ing away, wilil get none of the U. A. 
pictures. 

The indies in many cases in 
former years were unable to get the 
U.A. program but possibly a picture 
here and there, and this season 
would be in similar pickle with 
many other programs unavailable 
were it not for U. A.'s drastic sales 
policy. 

Exhibs contention 
that while the U. A. 


seems to be 
pictures are 


high in cost, the opposition this 
season in some situations will be 
tougher than ever before, with 
rentals a secondary matter as a 
result, 


Col. Takes Full Charge 
Of Buck Jones Films 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Sol Lesser, a 50-50 partner with 
Columbia in the production of six 
westerns starring Buck Jones, sold 
out his interest in the pictures to 
Columbia. Lesser recently became 
an associate producer at United 
Artists. 

Lloyd Wright, brought from Uni- 
versal to supervise the Jones pic- 
tures, is out. Wright until three 
weeks ago was in charge of west- 
erns at U. 


Majestic Distributor 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

J. Samuel Berkawitz has taken 
over the distribution of Majestic 
pictures, 

He will also produce a series of 
“Orphan Annie,” kid comedies, 
taken from the comic strip of the 
same name. 

Alf Goulding has been engaged to 
direct. Marie Whaley will be fea- 
tured. 
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Press Stunts 


Minneapolis. 

For “The Florodora Girl,” _ 

, -K-O Orpheum screen at- 
weeks Emil Franke en- 
pon a pevy of young women to 
se old-fashioned bathing suits 
— mix in with the .crowds of 
bathers and swimmers at the city’s 
dosen lake bathing beaches. The 

Js, wearing banners on their 
pool advertising the picture and 
theatre, attracted much attention. 

Franke also rounded up the most 
ancient automobiles obtainable and 

ade them the nucleus of a parade. 
The ola flivs afterwards were used 
in a display in front of the theatre. 


New 

his city in the throes of a 
enting endurance contest and 
more than 50 boys perched in tree 
pranches in various parts of the 
city in an effort to break the na- 
tional record, Rodney D. Toups, 
manager of Loew's State, saw his 
chance to capitalize on the stunt. 
He had huge cards tacked on the 
trunks of the trees announcing that 
the winner would be awarded a 
geason pass to the theatre. State 
earned publicity for itself through 
the newspapers carrying announce- 
ments of the season pass award in 
their daily reports. 


Fargo, N. D. 

Hearing the cry, “Bring the chil- 
aren back to the theatre,” Manager 
Ed. Kraus made two tie-ups which 
resulted in more than 1,000 kids at- 
tending the showings of “Swing 
High” at the Publix-sState. 

Kraus set up two stands inside 
the lobby, with white-coated at- 
tendants, who served all the kiddies 
with pink lemonade on their way in 
and handed them a sack of Jumbo 
peanuts on their way out. Local 
bank paid for the peanuts and the 
radio station for the lemonade. 
Radio station announced for three 
days prior to the opening of the 
picture, five times daily, all about 
the free lemonade and peanuts. No 
expense to the theatre. 


: Rochester, N. Y. 
Publicity stunt of Manager Jay 
Golden of the R-K-O Palace nearly 
went wrong. Fake arrest arranged 
with police of Second Precinct for 
Emeralde Sisters and Patti Lee rol- 


ler skating at busy downtown cor-" 


ner. Traffic cop called the wagon. 
Sergeant not in on the affair 
thought it regular arrest and took 
the girls to headquarters where they 
were booked by the matron. 

By then Golden was burning up 
the wires trying to find his skaters, 
due to open the vaude bill in about 
15 minutes. Finally got them trans- 
ferred to the Second Precinct and 
released in time to go on. Pictures 
and stories. Girls had appeared 
the night before at the state con- 
vention of police chiefs so stood 
aces, 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Through a tie-up with the Brook- 
lyn “Times” in the interests of the 
Curtiss-Wright Flying Band, play- 
ing the local Albee this week, Casey 
Jones, Curtiss-Wright official, gave 
a short talk to 500 Brooklyn “Times” 
hewsboys at the theatre. yesterday 
at 11:30 before the regular show 
and will do the same today (Wed- 
nesday) for another 500. 


Chicago. 

With the midwest going heavy for 
endurance contests of all sorts, R- 
K-O Englewood here has an en- 
durance iron-beam sitter in Vic 
Nelson, press agented as the champ 
of Sweden. Nelson is sitting on the 
iron beam in front of the theatre, 
Swinging his legs and toying with 
the keys of a typewriter. 


New York. 

R-K-O exploited the public curi- 
osity surrounding the visit to Amer- 
ica of Zaro Agha, 156-year-old Turk, 
inviting him to Palace matinee Fri- 
day (i) as guest of management 
and getting him fo step on the 
Stage with Harry Rubin for laughs. 

It was claimed by R-K-O as the 
first vaude show the old Turk had 
ever attended. 


Decatur, Ill. 

Free band concerts in the city 
Park are ordinarily a draw away 
from theatres. Paul Witte, manager 
of the Lincoln, broached supplying 
Singing talent. A girl sang the 
Songs from “Big Pond” through a 
megaphone which had the attrac- 
tion, theatre name and play dates 
Drinted on the sides. Girl was a 
ocal amateur, doing it gratis. 


Kearney, Neb. 
Eddie Forrester, manager of the 
om for “Safety in Numbers,” 
i a tie-up with the Hugo John- 
othing Co. whereby a suit of 
— 1€S Was given to a local young 
4n whose suit measurements com- 
a the nearest to those of the 
r, Charles Rogers. Two thousand 
ends were prepared, for which 
© theatre paid, with 1,000 explain- 


other stunt with Forrester by sup- 
plying him with five numbers daily 
of automobile drivers who were seen 
using extreme caution in driving 
about town. Numbers were pub- 
lished in the local daily, and the 
owners of the license numbers re- 
ceived two tickets for the picture. 


Norfolk, Neb. 

In midsummer, a week in advance 
of the opening of “Cuckoos” at the 
Granada, Manager Carl Rose set up 
a big Christmas tree in the foyer of 
the theatre. It was decorated. Sat- 
urday before picture opened a horse 
and buggy ballyhooed the film. 
Driver dressed as Santa Claus and 
accompanying him another man in 
a fur coat and straw hat. A sign on 
the rear of the buggy carried the 
copy: “If you think we are cuckoo, 
see ‘Cuckoos’ at the Granada.” 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 

Michigan Theatre Owners Assn., 
Detroit, have a tie-up with Kunsky- 
Trendle radio station WXYZ, to 
broadcast picture programs over 
the air and plug station WXYZ in 
the theatres. Deal is a, strictly 
trade with no money changing 
hands. Entire deal engineered by 
H. M. Richey. 

‘Richey selected “Take Your Girl 
to the Movies” as theme song and 
interpolates movie chatter in the 
program announcements. 

Programs of about 100 houses 
around Detroit are announced with 
15 minutes being allotted for the 
service. 


Hollywood. 

Fox studios on the Coast effected 
a tie-up with T.A.T., Western Air 
Express and Bowing Transcontin- 
ental, whereby the latter will an- 
nounce to passengers flying over the 
Oregon trail that this is where most 
of the action for “The Big Trai!’ 
took place. 

It will also be used as a plug for 
the air lines, with stress on the con- 
trast of weeks by wagon and hours 
by plane. 


Milwaukee. 


In connection with “The Dawn 


Patrol” at the R-K-O Palace-Or- 
pheum, the publicity department 
hooked up with the Wisconsin 


“News” for a prize contest. Two 
pictures of well-known aviators ap- 
peared daily for ten days in the 
“News.” Would-be winners had to 
identify the prints and tell what 
each flyer had done to become fam- 
ous. The prizes were $250 in cash 
and free tickets. 


Denver. 

For “Blushing Brides” by Selby 
Carr at the Denver was a preview 
for 15 stores in the city. All escort- 
ed were sent home in taxis. 

Bulletins were posted in the stores 
calling attention to the picture and 
asking the counter jumpers to ask 
the girls to attend the. preview. 
Cards were provided for all so they 
could see the show for the matinee 
price until 6.45, price changing for 
others at 6. Rest of the campaign 
tied in with stores having things all 
brides are ‘continually wanting. 
Three drugstore chains were used 
for counter and window displays of 
perfumes and cosmetics. 


Denver. 

Harry Huffman, owner of four 
houses here, put on the largest 
treasure hunt ever in this territory. 
Over 3,000 awards were given and 
any number of stores and businesses 
where hooked up in the search for 
the prizes. Keys were distributed 
from house to house and others were 
given out at each of his theatres. 
All the “pirate” had to do was to 
run around and see if his key would 
unlock any of the treasure chests. 

Twenty-five hundred of the r-izes 
were pies. 

Others included a $1,600 down 
payment on a millionaire’s car, furs, 
rugs, radios, clocks, mountain lots, 
tires, $100 in cleaning, clothing, use 
of driverless cars, etc. 

The Aladdin, one of Huffman’s 
houses, was broken into and the 
safe cracked. $150 was taken but 
Saturday’s and Sunday’s receipts 
were overlooked. It is thought some 
of the treasure hunters had drawn 
blank keys, got sore and returned 
to the theatre to see if they wouldn't 
have better luck where the hunting 
was a little better. 


Dallas. 

Marselline K. Moore, manager of 
Publix-Palace here, tried his hand 
on originality for a “Big House” 
press stunt. 

Moore tied up Adolphus hotel to 
blow sirens and some local stores 
to fly flags on opening day of flicker. 
As a surprise, he had ushers throw 
fake bombs off of Palace that gave 
Elm street an appearance of a Mos- 
cow street fight. One motorist was 
so frightened he wrecked his car. 
A riot wagon and fire dept. an- 
swered call and moved Moore to 
police headquarters, where some 
quick explaining kept him out. 


SEATTLE CAPITALIST 
BEHIND NEW HOUSES 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 

L. M. Rosenbaum, local capitalist, 
is financing three new Fox West 
Coast theatres, at Spokane, Billings, 
Mont., and Phoenix, Ariz. Each is 
about a 2,000-seater. 

Spokane, including the ground, 
will go around $1,250,000; Billings 
and Phoenix are on 99-year leases, 
costing between $300,000 and $400,- 
000 each. 

Rosenbaum also maintains an of- 
fice on Wall street, New York. 


Joe Leo’s Time Up 


Joe Leo's 90 days’ leave of ab- 
sence expires today (6). This is 
the date he is supposed to report 
to the Fox headquarters for an as- 


signment under his three-year con- 
tract. 

Leo, it is said, is agreeable to an 
assignment to his previous task, as 
operator of Fox Metropolitan The- 
atres, or will accept a cash settle- 
ment of his Fox term. 

When Leo was given a leave of 
absence or a vacation, Harry Ar- 
thur was brought on from the coasi 
to succeed him, 

Leo has been loafing on full pay. 

Leo’s leave of absence has been 
made indefinite. He was getting 
$1,250 a week. 


Gelsey at U Studios 


: Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Irwin Gelsey arrives here Thurs- 
day as Universal’s scenario editor. 

Previously he was story editor for 
Paramount in the east, 


line with this idea Joe Cooper, 
R-K-O advertising manager for 
Northwest district (Seattle), worked 
out a “skooter”’ plan with prizes of- 
fered for best home-make and fast- 
est kid’s skooter in town. There 
was keen competition. Final took 
place on the Orpheum stage last 
Saturday, with all kids, 5 to 10, ad- 
mitted free. A _ serial was then 
started on the screen. 

Hereafter the kids must pay 15c. 
Idea was to get them started on the 
first installment so that.they would 
come back to see subsequent ones. 
Scotes Lowry, kid actor, was 
brought up from Hollywood for 
ballyhoo. 


San Francisco. 

Cliff Work made a tie-up with the 
“Call-Bulletin” to give a midnight 
preview of “Dixiana”’ at the R-K-O 
Orpheum, proceeds to go to summer 
heme for poor kids maintained by 
the newspaper. Newspaper netted 
close to $1,000 on the stunt. Pre- 
ceding performance theatre for a 
week got half-page publicity spreads 
in “Call-Bulletin” daily, and cam- 
paign hetped get picture big regular 
opening. 


Youngstown, O. 

S. S. Solomon, manager of the 
State, worked up interest in “Love 
Among the Millionaires” by staging 
a beauty contest to determine the 
most attractive waitress in the city. 
The girls went on the stage of the 
State several evenings in advance 
of the picture. Selections were made 
by applause. 


Springfield, Mo. 

A shooting gallery was rigged up 
in the lobby of the Publix-FElectric 
to exploit “Border Legion.” Theresa 
Nibler, manager, fixed up an old 
shadow box and hung the marker in 
the center, any person hitting the 
bull's-eye being admitted as a 
guest. Marker was hard to hit, as 
it hung free, and as the wind blew 
it would move back and forth so 
that only an average of one out of 
every 200 made a hit. Daisy air- 
rifles were used. Each person was 
allowed one shot. Gallery was run 
each day during the engagement 
from 2 until 4 in the afternoon and 
7 to 9 at night. 


Rock Island, Il. 
When “King of Jazz” played at 
the Fort, manager G. D. Bickford 
placed a free weighing scale in the 
lobby of the theatre and offered free 
admission to anyone who could tip 
the scales within 25 pounds of Paul 

Whiteman’s weight. 

El Paso, Tex. 
A girl attired in a newspaper 
dress was used by Manager WM. R. 
Remphill to ballyhoo “Lady of 
Seandal” at the Publix-Wigwam. 
Girl was garbed in a dress made 
out of newspapers with the scandal 
headlines prominently showing up. 
She carried a sign on her back giv- 
ing tithe of picture, star, theatre 
and play dates. Girl paraded the 


contest and providing a 
ice den: rom house to house. Po- | managers The Orpheum w 

*partment co-operated in an- 'more kids to go for its shows, In! 


crowded streets and shops one day 
in advance of the opening. In the 
same dress she also attended a | 
danee at the City park. Stunt got | 
comment in the newspapers. / 


Behind the Keys 


Minneapolis. 

Harry Lotz, special representative 
for UA for several years, has been 
appointed branch manager for that 
producer-distributor here, succeed- 
ing Tom Burke. Before becoming 
special rep, Lotz was exchange boss 
for UA in Boston, 


Augusta, Me. 
Because Clyde H. Smith, first se- 
lectman of Skowhegan, was finan- 
cially interested in the lease of the 
Skowhegan Opera House to his 
brother, Myron D. Smith, by the 
town of Skowhegan, and the assign- 
ment of the lease by him to the 
Priscilla Theatres, Inc., of Lewiston, 
tne action of the selectmen of that 
town in making and executing and 
approving the assignment of the 
lease was illegal, according to a 
finding of fact by Associate Justice 

Frank G. Farrington of Augusta. 


Reading, Pa. 
William H. Lee, Philadelphia, is 
the architect who will design the 
proposed Wilmer & Vincent Holly- 
wood theatre, this city, 4,000-seater, 
to cost $1,000,000, exclusive of site. 


Greenfield, Mass. 
Par-Publix has leased Lawler and 
Garden theatres here and the Am- 
herst, Amherst, from Carroll J. 
Lawler, who will remain as resi- 
dent manager. 


New York City. 

R-K-O continues to shake up its 
managers, letting men out here and 
there. A long list of replacements 
include: 

Henry Sommers to Albee, Cincin- 
nati, to replace Cliff Boyd. Mark 
Silver to Lyric, Cincinnati, to suc- 
ceed Sommers. B. F. Moore to Ma- 
jestic, Columbus, replacing Mart: 
Silver. W. C. Welch transferred to 
Orpheum, Oakland, replacing Clem 
Pope. Jack Edwards to Orpheum, 
San Diego, succeeding W. C. Welch. 
Jess Day to Orpheum, Des Moines, 
replacing C. D. Garity. Raymond 
Willie, Palace, Little Rock, suc- 
ceeding E. T. Oliver. Ralph Walsh 
transferred to Palace, Akron, re- 
placing - Allen Glenn, who takes 
Walsh’s former house, Hip, Cleve- 
land. 

In view of the size of the circuit, 
R-K-O has fired, switched and 
brought in more new managers than 
any of its competitors. 


St. Paul. 
Ed Masters, of R-K-O President 
here, replaced A, G. Larson at 
Woods, Chicago, 


Chicago. 

Publiix-Great States personnel 
changes promote Louis St. Pierre 
from district. manager of northern 
Indiana to city manager of Rock- 
ford, Ill., and in charge of stage 
production for northern Illinois. R. 
Sternberg, from New England, suc- 
ceeds. Resignation of Harry Ellis 
as city manager at Danville, IIL, 
moved up Russell Lamb, asst. 


New York City. 

Ted Leaper has been reassigned 
by Publix to his former post at the 
Paramount, Broadway, as manager. 
Leaper was at the Broadway house 
until the arrival of Ralph E. Crabill 
from the coast, and the latter 
Signed next in charge under Milton 
Feld, divisional director. 

Leaper’s going back to the Par- 
amount means a switch for Steve 


Barutio, who succeeded Leaper. 
Barutio may go to the Rivoli, 
Broadway. 


Bangor, Me. 
Graphic Circuit has taken over 
the Millinocket (Me.) Opera house, 
operated in that town by Charles J. 
Rush for 20 years. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Warners spending over $50,000 in 
remodeling the Strand. Reopens in 
several weeks as Warner theatre. 
Sioux City. 
punch that “in- 
fluenced” Frank Charlton, acting 
manager of the New Orpheum to 
take the “count” was all that saved 
an unmasked, unarmed thief who 
grabbed about $50 in currency from 
the theatre cashier. Charlton nurs- 
ing a dark-hued “shiner,” while de- 
tectives were engaged in a fruitless 
hunt for the thief who escaped after 
a fist fight with the manager. 
Charlton was knocked unconsci- 
ous by the blow from the bandit’s 
fist after he had chased him for half 
a block and grabbed hold of the 
bandit's shoulder. Charlton was in 
the lobby of the theatre at the time 
of the robbery and was attracted 
by the cashier’s scream. 


A knockout 


Mobile. 
Harry Marchand, Publix local 
mgr. says the Lyric, pictures, had 
been closed because of excessive 
heat and failure of the cooling sys- 
tem to operate properly. 


Danville, Ill. 
tussell M 
Streator, Ill, 


Lamb, 


houses, has been transferred fo 
Danville, LIL, as manager. 


Ft. Dodge, Ta. 
Jess Day, manager of the Strand 
Blank house, has joined R-K-O 
staff at Des Moines. Succeeded here 
by H. M. Schrodt later in month, 


New York City. 

Further R-K-O managerial ap- 
pointments are Edward Masters, 
Woods, Chicago, replacing A. G, 
Larsen; W. A. Whelpy, Proctor’s, 
Mt. Vernon, replacing Joseph Di 
Lorenzo, and A. L. Watlington at 
Little Rock, succeeding Raymond 
Willie. 


Fox Theatre Pub. Dept. 
With New Complexion 


Publicity and exploitation division 
of Fox Theatres has taken on a new 


setup under the direction of Gabe 
Yorke. Coming in of Max Shane, 
from the Coast; Al Margolies, from 
the Roxy, and Ned Gerber, from At- 
lanta, has changed the department's 
complexion. About the only first 
choice remaining is Joel Svenson, 
editor of the “Last Word,” Fox's 
inter-help organ. 

A mechanical artist is due, while 
Morry Kinzler is Fox h. q., with 
duties still to be assigned. 

New setup marks a new policy 
besides which on the inside is to do 
away with division exploiteers in 
the field. Fox Theatres heads fig- 
uring that in the majority of spots 
the managers are either fitted to 
handle the limited exploitation 
themselves or n. g. In one or two 
spots Fox has managers trained in 
newspaper and publicity work and 
{n others where they’re not it’s the 
aim of Fox Theatres to get some 
who understand that kind of work. 

To accomplish this aim Fox The- 
atres will take these divisional ex- 
ploiteers and spot them as man- 
agers if their training and ability 
imply capable handling of such 
jobs. 


Expect “Dawn Patrol” 
Action at L. A. Opening 


Los Angeles, Aug 5. 

With “Dawn Patrol” going into 
the Orpheum following “Dixiana,” it 
is expected that Howard Hughes 
will attempt to stop the showing of 
the Warner picture. Hughes has 
already started suit against War- 
ners and its subsidiaries, charging 
certain infringements on “Hell's 
Angels” and asking for an injunc- 
tion. 

R-K-O gets “Dawn Patrol” on a 
prior deal with Warners calling for 
four pictures. First two were “No, 
No, Nanette” and “Show Girl in 
Hollywood.” 

Local Orpheum ducked the latter, 
but straightened the contract out 
with Warners. 


Pils 


Proposed sale of the Pathe news- 
reel to Fox stands about the same 
as it did last week. 

Negotiations under way for Fox 
to buy the Pathe sound news have 
not reached a conclusion. 

Report of the possible Fox pur- 
chase of the oldest news reel 
brought a universal opinion from 
companies handling news reels that 
there are too many in the field, 


Adolph DeBerg, Suicide 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Wanted by police for issuing 
worthless checks, Adolph DeBerg, 
claiming to be a picture director, 
committed suicide in Calexico, over 
the line in lower California, yester- 
day (4). He had announced he 
would make a Spanish talker there, 
using locals and a troupe from Hol- 
lywood. 
DeBerg said he was a field man 
for Universal. He was unknown to 
any of the execs at that studio. 


Murdock’s Niece Marrying 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

J. J. Murdock will remain here 
until after the wedding of his niece, 
Annette Sleeper, to George Tuttle, 
New York banker, scheduled for 
early Sept. 


manager of | 
Paramount - Publix | 


Murdock will then return to New 
York but plans coming back to the 
coast before winter, 
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BLAZES TO FAME 
WALTER HUSTON 


DOROTHY REVIER «+ JAMES 
RENNIE SIDNEY BLACKMER 


designating its Bil 


tered trade mork of the Vitaphone Corp. 


's 


taphone is the reg 


“vitop 


Boy, he’s good! 


fa 


a in the Ace Of All Air Epics 
Blasted records to smithereens in New York, Boston, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, Detroit, Frisco, Seattle, Philadelphia and Portland. With | 
DOUG. FAIRBANKS, Jr. NEIL HAMILTON 


L quadron of Hits! 


he 


story of jail riots... with 
BERNICE CLAIRE CONRAD 
NAGEL « RAYMOND HACKETT 
RALPH INCE 


CONRAD NAGEL LORETTA 


YOUNG «+ FRED KOHLER 


Smiles of appreciation on the lips of exhibitors who 
have bought First National product turn to laughs of 
content as release after release continues to hold the 
high level of merchandise and entertainment value. 


Soon to take their, place in this squadron of hits 
are Otis Skinner in “KISMET,” Lewis Stone and Leon 

\, Janney in “FATHER’S SON,” Marilyn Miller in 
“SUNNY,” and Edward G. Robinson heading a starring 
cast of names in “LITTLE CAESAR.” 


‘Hits The Heart Of Womanhood 

_ Introduces 

ELSIE: FERGUSON 
! s to the talking screen 

ve With Marion Nixon, Grant *Vithers, 
John Halliday 


4 
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| ZTooms to Glory a | 
. WHITINGs SLAURA LEE. T q 
| in Pittsburgh and Washington (first sy 
two showings). Set for runsin country’s “A” houses. 

mm An Ace of First National’s’ Squadron of WAY 
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Now It’s Horseshoes 


Horseshoe pitching is the 
latest bidder in the competi- 
tion for the film theater’s 
trade. De lTIuxe horseshoe 
pitching fields are beginning 


to spring in various parts. But 


exhibs are hopeful. They feel | 
that folks soon will be so op- 
pressed with midget golf, night 


baseball, horseshoe pitching, 
etc.,. that they'll storm the 
theaters for relief. 


Well, that don’t worry the real showman. Golf, man’s 
size or baby, good roads, baseball, ping-pong, hot or cold 
weather—never annoyed to any great extent that exhibi- 
tor who gives his patrons-Great Pictures-Productions such 
as are found in UNITED ARTISTS “Super-19.” 


The public loves motion picture entertainment, would 
rather pay their money for this than for any other 
form of amusement. 


BUT—you must be a step ahead of amusement competition 
and see that your screen provides a better return, in en- 
tertainment, for every nickel invested by your patrons, 
than can be obtained at any other place. 


UNITED ARTISTS PICTURES for 1930-1931 presents every 
exhibitor in the country with 19 productions that have far 
greater entertainment value than can be offered by any 
side show competition—19 of the Biggest Pictures ever seen 
in one season in the history of this business. 


There ain’t no such animal as Competition when you play 
the “SUPER-19.” 


UNITED ARTISTS 


The Royal Family of Big Picture Makers 
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Shorts 


“THE ROUNDER” 
Comedy Sketch 
Mins. 
Sq.; New York 
Metro 
s short with brand 
deftly handled in a non- 
of Mant. manner by Jack Benny. 
‘ ly four characters in the cast, 
besides a goof cop who foils, and 
poe one a film name. Besides 
= there is George K. Arthur, 
rothy Sebastian and Polly Moran. 
Latter hasn't much to do, only ap- 
ar twice as the maid, but her 
name adds lustre to the subject. 
About a woman who is angry at 
the man she loves because he 
danced with another girl. Comes 
find another man in the 
d strikes up 
to pose as her usband. 
in and as the girl 
wants to welcome him back the in- 
truder exposes him as just after her 
sc, plays the intruder, who, 
drunk, wanders into her room in- 
stead of his. He is subtly satirical 
all through, both -in lines and in 
ner. He is the sophisticated 
“rounder” and plays it to a T. His 
js good stuff for the adults. 
Dorothy Sebastian plays opposite 
him in a likable way with voice 
sounding oke. However, camera 
didn't treat her so well until finish, 
when she had cause to smile. 
Looks much_ better flashing her 
teeth than when in repose. Arthur 
has a few minutes of crossfire with 


Clas 


room an 


Benny and holds his own. 


Ww. FIELDS 

“The Golf Specialist” 

Comedy 

21 Mins. 

Globe, New York 
Radio 

Bill Fields used this sketch on and 
off in vaude and in the “Follies.” 
In vaude it was billed “An Episode 
on the Links”; here “The Golf Spe- 
cialist.” That’s tine most important 
change, although in the picture 
there is a lobby scene introduction 
that consumes almost the first half 
of the 21 minutes. To anyone hav- 
ing seen this sketch in the show or 
yaude, the picture version will not 
seem as comical; but to those who 
haven't “The Golf Specialist” ought 
to be a laugh-getter. While those 
who have seen it before should 
laugh again at much of the action. 

The hotel lobby biz wears a bit 
after a while, and it’s a relief when 
Fields finally switches to the links. 
In the lobby the tough and jealous 
house dick’s blonde wife is flirting 
with everything in pants. In the 
lobby, also, for one laugh, Fields is 
asked by a little girl for a dollar. 
She rattles her bank, says there's 
$50 in it, and Fields tries to grab 
the bank. It’s the dick’s wife who 
goes golfing with Fields. From 
there on the golf scene runs with- 
out much deviation from the origi- 
nal pattern. Finish different, in 
that a sheriff slips handcuffs on 
Fields as he is saying: “And, re- 
member, keep your wrists closely 
together.” 

Monte Brice directed and got most 
of the golfing pantomime and slap- 
stick in the camera's eye effectively 
enough. According to the files, this 
is Fields’ first talker short. Bige. 


“THE RIGHT BED” 

With Edward Everett Horton 
Comedy 

17 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, New York 


Educational No. 448 

Subject offers a study in suspense 
Value, but it’s a bit over on dialog. 
But on its suspense, almost from 
the beginning, it rates to fill in on 
any program. Fact that Edward 
Everett Horton plays the lead has 
value, Photography and recording 
okay, He’s the entire film practi- 
cally, with the other three members 
of the cast acting as straights for 
his quiet comedy. 

The title sounds as if it might be 
risque, but it isn’t, although it 
samen as if it might head that way 
on, moment. Horton comes home 
: e to find a terrified butler. Lat- 
er has found a woman in the mas- 


pe bed. There follows some ex- 
Fine confab between two. 


the master’s sister comes to 
olive the riddle. The woman in the 
wie turns out to be the master’s 
self i Only she had disguised her- 

in a blonde wig to see if her 


husband woul 
Women, uld take to. strange 


“TEMPLE 
SILENCE” 


Travelog erris 
ins. 
Strand, New York 
Aa Pathe 
with oe city in Indo China, 
ten e camera showing a few 
ets, ruined buildings and one in- 


terior, are all that the eye has to 


ean this one. Tom Terris’ graphic 
Vole ption again, in deep dramatic 
visualizes the weirdness of 
“spirit ace almost as though the 
ann its” were visible. For that rea- 
it is a worthwhile subject. 
the off-screen lecture, 
would not be deserving of 
than a clip in a regular news- 
Waly. 


Without 

& tonic 
More 
Tee], 


Buster and John WEST 

“Marching to Georgia” 

Christie Comedy 

21 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Paramount 

Real slapstick, roughly put to- 
gether and getting results. Of the 
type of comedy where the sailor 
kicks the captain in the pants, cops 
do a spring dance and stuff of that 
sort. 

Buster and John West are sailors; 
John is the captain and father of a 
girl in love with a boy on his ship. 
Buster visits the girl, in a girl’s 
school, on behalf of her sweetheart. 
Unknown to Buster, the captain also 
visits the school. Then comes the 
mix-ups, with girls screaming and 
running all over the place, the cap- 
tain caught with the matron in his 
— and knockabout along those 
ines. 


Buster does first rate acrobatic} 


comedy, but more dancing would 
have helped. He was only permitted 
to show a little of his fast stepping 
ability at the opening. Otherwise 
just a goof sailor. John, as usual, 
is the able foil. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 

with Claude Allister 

Novelty 

11 Mins. 

Globe, New York 
Columbia 

Claude Allister is the guide in this 
issue of the off-the-set views of 
picture stars and personalities. Al- 
lister is the English johnny-boy 
comedian of almost every feature 
talker having that sort of role just 
now. He does a very good, if very 
broad, Englishman and generally 
is funny if possessed of the proper 
lines and the necessary situation. 
Here Allister might have written 
his own stuff, or could have just 
as well, for they didn’t hand him 
much to work on. For that rea- 
son this presentment of numerous 
film names in brief flashes is pretty 
dull when an important face isn’t 
on the sheet. But it holds the usual 
allotment of picture celebs and so 
many in one film, as here, must 
make it stand up. They'll accept 
this clip like the others, as a direct 
peek into Hollywood. 

No better way found yet, appar- 
ently, to crowd in the big shots 
quickly than a flash of a picture 
premiere. One here toward the fin- 
ish with views of Chaplin, Davies, 
Daniels, Cantor, Del Rio, and others. 
Previously shown are Harold Good- 
win, Dorothy Sebastian, Neil Ham- 
ilton, Mack Sennett, Nick Stuart, 
Andy Clyde, Babe Kane, George K. 
Arthur and Karl Dane. 

For the finish Allister bends over 
and rips his britches. Bige. 


“THE MUSEUM” 

Cartoon 

7 Mins. 

Globe, New York. 
Radio 

Cartoons have become disposed to 
follow routines. As a consequence 
each creation has followed the de- 
sign of a preceding success until 
nearly all of them possess much 
sameness. But this one has a 
quality of novelty that marks it 
suitable for filler on any type of 
program. 

It is in the setting. Where most 
of the animal cartoons have resorted 
to woodland scenes or in general 
outdoor settings, this “Toby” car- 
toon takes an indoor setting and 
with it a comedy dance. It’s the 
Art Museum where “Toby” works 
as a sweeper and makes funny 
antics as he strums on makeshift 
instrument and statues of Alexander, 
Napoleon and Caesar dance with 
him. 


“THE BEAR SHOOTERS” 

Our Gang Comedy 

19 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, New York 
Metro 

Looks like Hal Roach in this one 
has begun to bank too heavily on 
the novelty angle of the kids. In 
story value it’s far below the stand- 
ard of comedy in previous Gang 
comedies, and the story is too inci- 
dental for the length it takes. Kids 
do a lot of mugging and speak clear- 
ly, but don’t act. They'll bring 
some laughs, with the majority as 
usual coming by way of Farina. 
Okay filler. 

Kids go camping in the company 
of a mule. They meet up with a 
couple of crooks, one of whom dons 
a gorilla makeup to shoo them off. 
But the kids’ bear trap gets him 
after some chasing, while the sec- 
ond thug dives in the lake to get 
away. 


“ROAD KNIGHTS” 

Comedy 

8 Mins. 

Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 22 

A hobo convention theme dressed 
with a lot of odd props that pro- 
vide many of the laughs in this, a 
good short. 

Tramp hotel lobby, with all kinds 
of broken gimmicks and swell bums 
swings to various accommodations 
on a freight car before the camp 
ground is reached 

Here the boys do their stuff. Reg- | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Our Blushing Brides” 
(Metro). Sex and_ clothes 
drama built for women. Clear 
cut box office. 

“Common Clay” (Fox). Emo- 
tional play of 1916 and bearing 
marks of that artificial school. 
Great sentimental scenes by 
Beryl Mercer Constance 
Bennett and delightful bit of 
humor by Tully Marshall. 
Heavy, however, for fan diet. 

“Little Accident” (U). Neigh- 
borhooder mostly but fitting in 
with combo shows. Not for de 
luxers. Overboard on the wrong 
kind of comedy, the tiresome 
sort. Picture now 83 mins. 
Cut to 65 might be a much 
better film. 


“Grumpy” (Par). 
ly made and acted. 

“The Flirting Widow” (F. 
N.). Light comedy mechani- 
cally directed but aptly cast. 
Slim for week stands. 


“The Break Up” (silent) 
(Talking Picture Epics). Ex- 
ploration travelog only accom- 
panied by canned monolog by 
Capt. Jack Robertson. Musical 
score. Too long for commer- 
cial use. Cut, might make good 
novelty film. Deals with nat- 
ural beauty of Alaskan wild 
lands. 

“Cheer Up and Smile” (Fox). 
Small time musical which en- 
tertains. Good for neighbor- 
hoods. 

“Men Are Like That” (Par). 
Hal Skelly miscast in an 
adaptation of George Kelly’s 
former stage hit, “The Show 
Off.” Best for the grinds. Lit- 
tle value for exploitation. Al- 
together too literal. 

“West of the Rockies” (J. 
Charles Davis prod.). ‘Useless- 
ly terrible. 

“Children of Pleasure (Met- 
ro). Unoriginal and best for 
the double feature layout. Only 
exploitation value lies in title 
and a couple of cast names. 
Little comedy and no action. 


BLUSHING BRIDES 


Metro production and retease. Starring 
Joan Crawford. Story and dialog by Bess 
Meredyth, John H. Lawson and Justin 
Mayer. Driected by Harry Beaumont, at 


Excellent- 


Capitol, New York, week of Aug. 1. Run- 
ning time 88 mins. 

COMMIG. Anita Page 
Dorothy Sebastian 
TORS. montgomery 
David.-ceoce Hackett 
Mrs. Hedda Hopper 
M. Pantoise...... Albert Conti 
Joe Munsey......--. Edward Prophy 
Detective, ...Robert E. O’Connor 


Another of Metro’s endless cycle 
of sex satin and salesgirl hooey, de- 
signed to capitalize the day dreams 
of flaps and stenogs. Clever cookery 
makes the old dish savory. While 
those who insist upon realism or 
art will pooh-pooh “Our Blushing 
Brides,” it is a certainty the box 
office response will indicate both 
managers and populace satisfied. 

Only once did they laugh at its 
exaggerations. That was when 
Robert Montgomery showing Joan 
Crawford through his Long Island 
estate invites her by a secret col- 
lapsible stairway to visit his studio 
perched in a tree. 

A famous poet wrote: 
“Poems are made by fools like me, 
but only God can make a tree.” 
Metro’s carpenters created a tree 
that challenges Omnipotence. In 
the branches of a sturdy oak is a 
den that measures half the circum- 


ference of Carnegie Hall. It has 
alcoves, duplex features, radios, 
empire windows, gorgeous chan- 
deliers and infinite spaces. Seldom 


does Hollywood's lech for bigness 
lead to such a ridiculous extreme. 

Drama and a touch ‘of tragedy, 
in keeping with a contemporary f 
willingness to shed a few tears for 
blundering innocence, bring a seri- 
ous sequel to the earlier passages, 
wherein Joan Crawford, Anita Page 
and Dorothy Sebastian are repre- 
sented as three toilers very much 
disgusted with toil, " 

Two of the girls get badly tangled 
with life through playing “the 
man’s game.” Miss Crawford in 
steadfast chastity emerges as the 
ultimate winner, with the typical 
fictional accomplishment of a rich 
husband without loss,of ideals, 

To dwell upon the holes in the 
story's logic or the triteness of its 
moralizing would be a waste of 
time. Sufficetthat Harry Beaumont 
has ably steered his way, with the 
one exception noted, through the 


ular tapping, songs and a chorus. 
Well split up and different. 

George Railly and Eddie Davis 
do the specials. Numbers include 
“Tramp Waltz,” “Girl of My College 


Days,” “When the Red, Red Roses 
Get the Blues for You” and “Ca- 
nafliian Capers.” Waly. 


_Asther, 


dangerously shallow waters cover- 
ing the rocks of ridicule. 

Miss Crawford does quite nicely. 
There is a fine performance by 
Robert Montgomery, who is enorm- 
ously at home in most of his Metro 
assignments and is already an 
established favorite with the gals. 
He fills the gap vacated by Nils 
one of the casualties of 


dialog. Land, 


THE LOVE WALTZ 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(All-English Dialog) 


London, July 26. 

Produced by UFA (Germany) by Erich 
Pommer, released in England by British 
International, Directed by Wilhelm Thiele, 
With original muse by Werner R He)man. 
Stars Lillian Harvey. In gast John Bat- 
ten, George Alexander. Length 6,171 feet. 
Running time 70 minutes. Censor's Cer- 
tificate ‘‘U."’ Reviewed Regal 
London, July 23 


cinema, 


All-English dialog version of this 
UFA talker is a presentable piece 
of work, even allowing for blem- 
ishes. Lillian Harvey and John 
Batten, principals, are both Eng- 
lish, so there was no question of 
dubbing in their cases, Duping, 
however, is distinctly noticeable 
with some of the supporting roles, 
but the bad synchronization is not 
sufficient to jar very much. 

Film errs somewhat in -starting 
off as snappy comedy and ending 
up as the usual Ruritanian ro- 
mance, being much more entertain- 
ing first half than in the final reels. 
Production is. a mixture of imita- 
tion American slickness and Ger- 
manic artistry, with the result much 
of the footage is very easy to the 
eye. 

Story is the usual sugary mix- 
ture expected of the species, telling 
how a bored youngster rivets him- 
self on an equally bored Archduke, 
who is due to get engaged to an 
even more bored Princess. Archy- 
dookes have their pet names over 
here—ducks the engagement recep- 
tion and the lad impersonates him, 
falling for the girl. He insults her 
by walking out on the engagement 
in front of tle high hats, later at- 
tempts to reconcile her to the real 
dooke, and then marries her him- 
self. 

Usual Pommer touches noticeable. 
There’s a sequence when the aris- 
tocracy of the Continent is intro- 
duced through the medium of the 
wadio, satirizing the crowd pretty 
effectively. Photographic and light- 
ing values very fine. The record- 
ing, leaving aside the occasionally 
indifferent duping in supporting 
roles, is fair, but not up to the best 
American standard. 

Miss Harvey hasn't been photo- 
graphed to the best advantage anda 
Batten hasn’t much difficulty in 
getting honors among the leads, al- 
though George Alexander’s work as 
the Duke is a smooth job, nicely 
rounded off. 

Supporting roles and ‘crowd types 
have the usuai German stamp of 
génuineness. 

Song numbers are mediocre, but 
the musical background quite bright 
and breezy. Film should go fairly 
well in the medium class halls here. 

Chap. 


COMMON CLAY 


Fox production and release. Lirected by 
Victor Fleming. No star named. Con- 
stance Bemnett in role originated on the 
stage by Jane Cowl and done in silent film 
form in 1919 by Fanny Ward for Pathe. 


Play originally staged in New York in 
1916 and much exploited as a Harvard 
Prize Play by Cleves Kinkead. Running 
time, 88 minutes. At the Roxy, New 
York, week Aug. 1. 

Hugh Fullerton. Lew Ayres 
H. Marshall 
Bud Kemp 
Mrs. Beryl Mercer 
Judge Filgon....... Hale Hamilton 
Richard Fullerton........ Purnell B. Pratt 
Anne Fullerton...... Ada Williams 
Charles McNaughton 
Mrs. Fullerton............ Genevieve Llinn 


Dramatic tastes change almost as 
fast as moral standards, but curi- 
ously enough, this picture carries 
with it all the artificiality of pre- 
war theatre, while its 1916 moral 
aspect is rather neatly in line with 
modern liberality in dealing with 
the heroine who transgresses. 

Much like “Raffles” nearby at the 
Rialto, the talking version jugt re- 
leased has merits that outwe‘sh its 
defects of being a bit outmoded. A 
gross mistake on the part of the 
newest maker is that the film is 
allowed to run too long. More than 
that it reached its real climax long 
before it comes to thegend of its 
footage. 30x office but probably 
not especially brilliant there. 

3ut it has a couple of walloping 
dramatic sequences; one a denun- 
ciation of the faithless father of 
her child by Miss Bennett's Ellen 
Neal, and the other a gorgeous bit 
of sincere pathos by no less a mis- 
tress of her art than Beryl Mercer, 
a terribly sentimental and utterly 
theatrical scene, but played with 
a simple sincerity that carries it 
through. Tully Marshall has an- 
other of those inconspicuous parts 
that slip into manuscripts and de- 
feat great stars. He plays a fire 
eating old lawyer with that flash- 


ing sense of drollery mixed with 
pathos that seems to be a trick 
owned exclusively by the players 
of a couple of generations ago, a 
thought that Miss Mercer goes to 
corroborate here. 

Film is beautifully done as to 


its physical production, but the cut- 
ter needed more courage and firm- 
ness than this editor seemed to 
have. The earlier sequences fairly 
scream for the shears. But the real 
defect is the artificiality of the old 
theatre that remains with the story. 

Story has been switched a little 
to make the heroine who wanted to 
go straicht a speakeasy hostess and 
too much is made of this modern 
twist as introductory material. 
Original play had the “ruined” girl 
rather abject about it all. Now she 
has been made an utterly defiant 
heroine. Commenting on the Pathe 
version of 1919 “Variety” observed 
that the heroine had been “a bit 
whitewashed.” In this 1930 edition 
she is boldly glorified. 

These modernized details help the 
picture vastly, and its playing gives 
it a strong sentimental punch that 
may appeal to the femmes. On 
the other hand, maybe it won't ap- 
peal to them particularly, especially 
the flaps, who in common with the 
rest of the modern world have 
rather sprightly ideas about ro- 
mance and the tragedy of the sweet, 
trusting young thing who goes 
wrong. 

In other words, it’s a Munsey’s 
Magazine story handed to a tab- 
loid generation. Anyhow, it brings 
plenty of laurels to Miss Bennett 
and a large amount of honor to 
Miss Mercer, besides adding to the 
distinctions already heaped upon 
Mr. Marshall's head. Rush. 


GRUMPY 


Paramount production and release, stare 
ring Cyril Maude. Dialog re-make of play 
by Horace Hodges and Thomas Wigney 
Percyval, adapted by Dorig Anderson. Di- 
rected by George Cukor and Cyril Gardner. 
Runs 74 minutes. At Paramount, New 
York, week Aug. 1, 


“Grumpy”’ Bullivant..........Cyril Maude 
Ernest Holmes 
Cavanagh 
Ruddock Hobbes 
Kenny 

With “Manslaughter” current at 


the Rivoli, New York, and the cur- 
rent talker in hand, “Grumpy,” 
Paramount is probably on the be- 
ginning of a series of all-talker re- 
productions of past Par filmizations, 
And when Television or something 
else comes along in this march of 
scientific progress, of late so closely 
wedded to the amusement business, 
it will be still another unforeseen 
windfall for the authors and crea- 
tors of the original material. “Grum- 
py” comes now to the masses, re- 
created by its original creator, Cyril 
Maude, for the talkers. 

Maude with a company of Eng- 
lish Players (thus billed) originally 
brought the English play over to 
Wallack’s, New York, in 1913. Ten 
years later it was done as a pic- 
ture (silent of course) by Par with 
Theodore Roberts in the titular role 
and again, in a numerical series of 
“3,"" in 1930, its originator has re- 
produced it in sound-synchroniza- 
tion with the screen. As a talkef, 
it’s high grade in every respect. 

In this, as with every one of the 
old plays and pictures which have 
been and are being re-made in dia- 
log, the same observation holds 
true. It’s either that the moral 
Standard or the general dramatics 
of the original piece have not kept 
pace with the present day and age, 
or, rather, the 1930, highly-sophisti- 
cated (some might call it hard- 
boiled) fan finds that what were 
crucial battles for one’s honor aren't 
today worth talking about, what 
with nite clubs, stalling flivvers and 
post-prohibition beverages. Or, in 
the matter of situation, the same 
conclusion holds—the contempora- 
neous standard of dramatics, sus- 
pense, technique, situation and de- 
nouement are far ahead of what 
held the public interest a decade or 
two ago. Asa matter of fact, four 
and five years ago a lot of differ- 
ence these days. 

Yet everything has an exception; 
something is always paradoxical, 
“Grumpy” in a measure falls within 
that category. As astute and sea- 
soned a reviewer as Rush who, 
when catching the original Broad- 
way play production with Maude in 
the titular role, observed in 1913 
that the plot was even then not new, 
but 10 years later, in 1923, the same 
reviewer, in a “Variety” criticism 
of the Paramount (Theodore Rob- 
erts) silent release stressed the 
star’s expertness as making the pic- 
ture, rather than the even then 
venerable play “making” the star, 

Same goes today. Even more so, 
Maude’s performance certainly 
makes the 1930 “Grumpy” what it 
is, not that it has been remodeled, 
altered or modernized, but the mel- 
lowness and seasoning of a star's 
experience in having played the 
stage role over 1,400 times (regula- 
tion titular preface) evidences itself 
in the expert performance. 

Maude plays the same old senile, 
testy, cross and insolent, yet love- 
able, old “Grumpy” in the same 
manner, and the melodramatic situ- 
ations obtain as heretofore; and 
for the sake of something which the 
old-timers hold sentimentally dear 
it is satisfying to note that even 
under the 1930 standard of things 
“Grumpy” is sat'sfactory film fare. 


Satisfactory at least once you're 
seeing it. Satisfactory as a pleas- 
(Continued on page 33) 
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NEW YEAR 
CARDS 
PARAMOUNT! 


* 
These 18 Giant Box Office Hits Released 


August, September and October are 
Another Reason Exhibitors Rush to 
Sign Paramount Contracts! 
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FOR YEARS PATHE 


OMEDIES HAVE 
THE FIELD 


The great feature stars of today were 
PATHE COMEDY players of yesterday— 
PATHE picks the best and the public ap- 

proves the choice with fame and fortune. 


PATHE Directors, Authors, and Com- rae 
posers are natural-born Creators of 


snappy gags, high powered puns, hot 

numbers, graceful melodies and toe- 

tickling tunes, all in grand ensembles 

of gorgeous girls surrounding comedy 
stars whom the Gods destined to make 
the whole world laugh. 


Believe it or not—the public knows this 
and what the public knows is reflected 
—every day—in the cash receipts. 


AND FOR 1930-31 y 
AHEAD THAN EVER — 


RAINBOW COMEDIES 


Fast and furious in all the colors of the rainbow, 
with a pot of gold for the exhibitor who shows them. 


WHOOPEE COMEDIES 


Young America makes joy unterrified and undefiled. 


MANHATTAN COMEDIES 


Sophisticated comedy of Main Streets and the Big pe 
Towns, Latest popular songs, new jckes, smart gags. Uy . 


RODEO COMEDIES 


An answer to the public demand for talking Westerns 
featuring cowboy songs and campfire wit.. 


FOLLY COMEDIES 


The foibles of farce and gracefulness presented by 
the daintiest dancers in the profession. 


MELODY COMEDIES 


Musical tabloid with popular singers and dancers. 
A riot of fast stepping melody. 


CAMPUS COMEDIES 


College whoopee introducing things not found in the 
curriculum of any university. 


CHECKER COMEDIES 
Slapstick in which the big stick of sure-fire entertain- 3 
ment is wielded without restraint. | , 
] 
PATHE COMEDIES. ARE RED FIGURE ERADICATORS a Eee 
BOOK AND SMILE—THE* SMILE OF CONTENT 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


WB Coast Stage Shows Stopping: 
Deny Fox or Par. Operating Report 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Warners has decided to drop stage 
shows from its Downtown theatre. 
jhe presentations expire at this 
house Aug. 14, with “Moby Dick’ 
opening the Jollowing day. 

It is likely the same date will also 
gee the termination of the Warner 
rostrum revival at Hollywood, where 
“Top Speed” evidently will signify 
the resumption of the straight pic- 
ture policy. This has not been 
definitely decided upon. 

Stage shows were revived at the 
Hollywood July 4, with the current 
and apparently the final edition be- 
ing the third in the string. Since 
‘Warners issued two weeks’ notices 
to its pit musicians last week, re- 
ports have been around town that 
either Publix or Fox West Coast 
would take over the Warner houses. 
The Fox outline included a product 
arrangement, with the operation not 
to include the two big Warner the- 
atres here. 

Publix’ plan was for this circuit 
to produce the stage shows which 
would play the Hollywood and the 
Paramount Downtown. Warner 
Theatre heads say negotiations for 
the Publix or Fox tie-in are now 
cold. 

Warners has been spending $9,000 
and more a week on its stage units 
during this revival. The cheapest 
of the three is believed to have 
cost $8,900. 

The first stage display had around 
70 choristers and the second unit 
listed almost as many: While the 
shows unquestionably revived pub- 
lic interest in both houses and re- 
ceipts almost tripled, the margin 
evidently was still insufficient to 
convince the operatives results were 
worth the effort, besides which 
those in charge expect much from 
the string of Warner-First National 
pictures now lined up to launch the 
new season. 

It is now understood that “Dawn 
Patrol” will go into the R-K-O Or- 
pheum Aug. 13, although efforts 
were being made by Warners to get 
the picture back for its own Holly- 
wood from R-K-O. Latter bought 
the film before it was made. 


Taking N. Y. State for 


Dem. Electioneering 


A series of sound and dialog pic- 
tures illustrating various phases of 
New York State’s government in 
action are to be made by Chromo- 
tone Studios. 

First subject was made Sunday 
at Jones Beach, Long Island, with 
Governor Franklin Roosevelt in- 
cluded. Another was made at Bren- 
ton. In all it is expected about 30 
items will be included showing the 
different parks, reservations, etc., 
within the state. 

Pictures will probably figure in 
the forthcoming State elections, 
with Roosevelt up for a second 
term. 


Sure Seater’s Finish 


} Newark, N. J., Aug. 5. 

Newark’s Motion Picture Guild is 
in receivership. Its Little theatre 
here is closed. 

Stuart I. Whitmarsh headed the 
arty project. A couple of booth 
Operators closed it by suing for 
Overdue salaries. 


Talmadge Gets Release 


; Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Tiffany will release “The Yankee 
Don,” produced by Richard Tal- 
madge and starring himself. Pic- 
ure was made in Mexico about 
four months ago. 


Mexican capital is said to be 
behind it. 


Derr Coming East 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
E. B. Derr, pres. and prod. head 
of Pathe, will leave next week for 
ew York, 
His visit east will be for a home 
Office talk on output. 


Stillman’s Lab 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
indie film laboratory is 


Another 
Open here. 
It is 
former 


headed by Amos Stillman, 
‘hief of the Pathe lab. 


Haskell Mess 


(Continued from page 3) 
from the rehearsals will upset the 
show,” argued Grossman. 

“Nothing doing. I am ready. I 
have rested my case. You want 
time so that you can instruct your 
witnesses,” boomed Pecora. Magis- 
trate Simpson began to lose patience 
and finally set today. 


Witnesses 


West Side Court looked like a field 
hospital when the defendants and 
complainant appeared. Haskell’s 
left optic was swollen and copiously 
bandaged. Hammerstein, in a blue 
ensemble, had his left mitt in splints. 


While loquacious, Rand had his 
right hand and forearm in splints. 
Haskell had no witnesses. Mr. 
Pecora pointed out that the cast 
could not afford to appear in Has- 
kell’s behalf because their jobs were 
at stake, Joseph Macaulay, in the 
shew and a student of psychiatry, 
was the defendant's first witness. 

It developed that Macaulay re- 
ceives $1,000 a week and next year 
is to get $1,250. His contract calls 
for two years. He testified that he 
believed that Haskell was to blame. 
“Mr. Haskell is naturally emotional 
like most directors. He called Rand 
a pest and Sally a nuisance. Has- 
kell also blew smoke in Rand’s face” 
stated Macaulay. 

Worrisome Remarks 

While Haskell was narrating his 
story on the witness stand, attorney 
Leo Rosett of Grossman’s firm asked 
him about the visit of a “Mr. Sin- 
nott,” Haskell’s assistant in the 
show. 

Rosett had something in mind. 
Pecora told Rosett to cease from 
the line of questioning when Has- 
kell almost leaped out of the wit- 
ness chair, shouting “Yes, and I 
can tell about the bar in Mr. Ham- 
merstein’s office and also about the 
orgies.” Hammersein became per- 
turbed and the line of questioning 
was stopped. 

Within 30 minutes reporters (sob 
sisters), from the tabloids, raced in 
to West Side Court expecting Has- 


kell to let loose about the bar and 
orgies. When Pecora summed up 
he made reference to the innuendo 
of the opposing counsel using the 
name of Sinnott. The latter was 
not in court, 

Haskell swore that Rand had an- 
noyed him. He stated that Rand 
was tap dancing and distracting his 
(Haskell’'s) mind. He told Ham- 
merstein of Rand's actions and that 
Hammerstein -old one of his aides 
to dismiss Rand and Sally. Haskell 
also stated that Sally had taken 
up the cudgels for her brother dur- 
ing the argument. 


Haskell Socked 


When Haskell veturned from 
Hammerstein’s office Rand was 
waiting for him, said Haskell, Be- 


fore he could get set, he said, Rand 


felled him with a right. Haskell 
said that Rand wore a heavy signet 
ring that tore the skin over his eye. 
The part 2f the Hammerstein blow 
did not enter and will not until 
Hammerstein's hearing. But it is 
said that Haskell hurried to Ham- 
merstein’s office to report the lick- 
ing and received another thrashing. 

Haskell has been with the show 
10 days, staging numbers. Follow- 
ing the fight both Rands were re- 
engaged by Hammerstein. During 
the cross-examination of Rand 
Pecora endeavored to show that 
Sally’s influence with Hammerstein 
got him the job. 

Rand stat.di his home is in Kan- 
sas City, Mo. He had played in 
pictures with Jim Corbett, he said. 
Also in vaudeville with Sally. “I 
expected a job with Joe Cook, but 
that fell through so I got the job 
from Mr. Hammerstein,” said the 
youth. 

Pecora hotly assailed Rand in his 
summation. He stated that Rand 
gloated over punching Haskell so 
savagely. He stated that Rand's 
testimony was not worthy of belief. 

Rand had testified he sought 
Haskell after he lost his job and 
learned that Sally was through. “1 
wanted to tell him it was a:low 
down trick. Haskell blew smoke in 
my face and made an attempt to 
strike me. 

“IT warded off the blow and he 
knocked off some of the epidermis 
from my elbow. I then punched 
Haskell in self defense. The argu- 
ment started when he called me a 
pest and Sally also a pest,” said 
Rand. 

The youthful defendant tried to 
be facetious on the witness stand, 
but Pecora made Rand squirm. 

Haskell would not amplify the 
statement about the orgies. Nor 
would Rosette state what he had 
in mind when he stung Haskell, 


W. E. Loses in Court Action to Stop 
DeForest Decision. Statements 


Wilmington, Del., Aug. 5. 

Petition of Western’ Electric 
through its subsid, Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc., for an injunc- 
tion to prevent DeForest from is- 
suing statements that they charge 
give the wrong slant on the recent 
decision of Judge Morris here in 
favor of DeForest on talker patents, 
was denied in an opinion handed 
down by Judge J. Boyd Avis. 

The motion was aimed at state- 
ments given out by M. A. Schles- 
singer following the ffirst trial. 
Schlessinger had said that the Reis 
patent, one of six in the suit, was 
the patent which covered the sound- 


on-film principle. Judge Morris in 
his decree, held this patent valid 


and infringed by W. E. The other 
five he held “not infringed if valid,” 
W. E. claiming a victory this way. 

In his opinion on the restraining 
motion, Judge Avis decided the is- 
sue on the point that no conclu- 
sive evidence had been given to 
show that Schlessinger made dam- 
aging assertions about Judge Mor- 
ris’ decree. 

“IT cannot say that the weight of 
the evidence so submitted indicates 
or proves that the plaintiffs, or 
either of them, made any state- 
ment, or sent any letters or tele- 
grams, attributable to bad faith or 
malice.” 

DeForest and General Talking 
Pictures were the plaintiffs in the 
original patent suit and were called 
the plaintiffs in documents relat- 
ing to restraining motion 
brought by Electrical Products, al- 
though really the defendants. 

An affidavit by Schlessinger, in 
which he denied the statements rep- 
resenting him as saying that the 
teis patent was the vital issue and 


sound-on-film, was 
brought to light in the opinion 
handed down by Judge Avis. 
Not Enough Evidence 

This leaves Schlessinger in the 
position of admitting the possi- 
bility that the Reis patent was not 
the vital issue of the suit and does 
not cover all sound-on-film and 
that all operators of such machinery 


covered all 


are not liable to DeForest, after 
all, 
Holding that all affidavits were 


of equal weight under the circum- 
stances, Judge Avis decided that 
Electrical Research had not entered 
sufficient evidence to warrant a 
permanent injunction, 

An order countermanding' the 
temporary injunction issued when 
the motion was filed, will be issued. 

Judge Avis pointed out that the 
decision does not leave DeForest 
free to make any and all interpre- 
tations of the original decree. Re- 
ferring to this, the jurist con- 
cluded: 

“The court does not want this 
memorandum to be construed as 
permitting the plaintiffs to exag- 
gerate or misrepresent the decree 
made in this case, but decides the 
motion upon the theory that suf- 
ficient proof has not been present- 
ed to warrant the issue of the ex- 
traordinary writ of injunction. 

‘If, in any future proceedings, 
sufficient proof is produced to sat- 
itfy the court of exaggeration or 
misrepresentation, appropriate re- 
lief many then be obtained. 

“The relief prayed for is denied. 


and the restraint contained in the 
order to show cause will be va- 
cated.” 

DeForest was represented 
Samuel BE. Darby and Ephraim Ber- 


liner, W. 
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General Electric's 714% Royalty 
For Home Talker Field Kicks 
Up Resentment—C. E.'s Challenge? 


Economy Mergers 


(Continued from page $3) 


also upon a prospect for a Par. 
hookup. 

The proposal is described as con- 
templating the absorption of Fox by 
Loew with Nick Schenck as presi- 
dent of the merged companies and 
Clarke as chairman of the board. 

The effect of such an operation 
would be to tighten up theatre 
operation on the eastern without 
disorganizing the coast production 
machine. 

On the surface such a change 
would appear to bring Loew-Fox 
and William Fox’s comeback idea 
nearer to realization, due to the 
known friendship between Fox and 
Schenck. 

Re-enter Fox? 


The matter of William Fox's re- 
turn to picturedom and again at 
the head of the company he cre- 
ated, Fox Films, is being talked 
about. This arises through the Fox 
financial situation at present. The 
story is that the Fox bankers 
wouldn't mind just now who took 
up their Fox load, if the necessary 
cash came along. Were Wm. Fox 
to make a re-buy, he would have 
to assume the Fox financing that 
now stands where it did when Har- 
ley L. Clarke took over the Wm. 
Fox stock control of Fox. To handle 
that big bit of financing for Fox, 
William Fox would have to square 
himself with the bankers he an- 
tagonized in the Fox troublesome 
days. This Wm. Fox is reported 
to have been doing of late. He is 
said to be on a much more pleasant 
footing with Wall Street than for- 
merly. 

Chase National 


Chase National is the principal 
bank at present behind Fox and 
Clarke, through Clarke’s General 
Theatre Equipment Company, also 
Chase-backed. Clarke is said to be 
the representative of the bankers 
really in the Fox buy, and with the 
market’s condition since it happen- 
ed not making the banking end any 
too happy over its Fox purchase, 

Paramount and Fox entering into 
a product term agreement, and 
again with Par and Fox getting into 
closer business relations through a 
reported joint theatre operating 
pool in the west, have led to the 
belief that a Par-Fox combination 
of the future is about the most im- 
minent in sight. That would take in 
Loew’s, and this is where the most 
important talk about Schenck is 
heard. 

Warners’ Expansion 

Warners is not said to be dicker- 
ing with any other company just 
now. <A story of little substance 
that Warners and Radio have been- 
talking lacks confirmation. War- 
ners started a swift expansion pol- 
icy and as swiftly stopped it about 
six weeks ago. In between War- 
ners accumulated a long list of the- 
atres. 

Radio and Fox are reported about 
the same on the merging subject, 
with an expressed belief by well- 
versed picture men it will not hap- 
pen. Despite there appears no de- 
nial that Radio has never altered 
its intent to acquire Loew’s. 

It is said that Schenck holds a 
written offer from Sarnoff for the 
control of Loew’s, which is now 
held by Fox. Why Schenck got the 
offer instead of Fox is another of 
the unknown items in connection 
with the whole merger lay-out or 
line-up of the film industry. 

Meanwhile there again seems to 
be plenty doing downtown on the 
picture business that the uptown 
crowd in general knows little about. 


Collier Agency’s Aides 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Joining Ruth Collier’s agency are 
S. Dunn, brother-in-law of William 
Fox and ex-studio official; Arthur 
MacArthur, former publisher’ of 
“Studio Digest,” and Marion Kihn, 
recently assistant business manager 
of Columbia. 


O’Brien on Comedies 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Edwin K. O’Brien was added to 
}the Darmour comedy writing staff 


E. by Henry R. Ashton. jafter finishing at R-K-O, 


If Western Electric had its ex- 
perience to live over again with the 
film industry, it would charge $2,000 
a reel royalty instead of $500 for 
talker. recording privileges. Gen- 
eral Electric, at least, regrets the 
low figure and states that it will 
profit by the same in the home. 

As the result, instead of 5% per 
reel royalty, which regular pro- 
ducers have already protested as 
too excessive, General's subsidiary 
will announce to the trade next 


week 16 millimeter recording 
licensing privileges on the basis of 
7% %. 


Producers can take it or leave it, 
but the small film royalty will re- 
main the same unless it is pushed 
up a few points more, electric ex- 
ecutives have made known. 

“There is no competition in this 
field and no one is going to make 
a fool of us this time. They will 
pay our price or stay out of the 
home field. We have the exclusive 
rights and will see that they are 
observed.” 

A Challenge 


Coming from authorities in G. E., 
this declaration is conceded an open 
challenge to several film producers 
with 16 mm systems of their own, 
who claim they can operate with- 
out any okay from Radio. 

A producer who is considering 
investing $1,000,000 in advertising 
a 16 mm home machine, with sound 
on film, states that unless Radio 
cuts the royalty even under 5%, ne 
will go ahead without considering 
their claim to exclusiveness, 

In still another company, one of 
the most important in the field, Ra- 
dio’s right to hand out licenses ts 
challenged. That the patent situa- 
tion holds no more water than it 
has so far in the standard size field 
is the stand taken here. 


Excessive Royalty 


The general attitude of film men 
interested in the home field is that 
royalty of 5% is excessive in view 
of the highly speculative horizon, 
which they sa; the fireside presents, 
At the most, some state, it cannot 
hope to last in a big business way 
over the next two years. 

There is no comparison between 
it and theatres they claim. Reason 
is believed to assert itself without 
explanation. Regular film and sound 
go into regular box offices where 
the intake has proven itself con- 
sistent over a period of years. The 
home is regarded as a flighty 
proposition for even the best of 
fads. 

At any event, a test case on the 
validity of Radio’s claim to the 
home field will doubtless be pre- 
cipitated much sooner than it was 
in the matter of regulation sound. 


Publix Coast Stage Shows, 
For 4 Weeks of Travel 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Par-Publix stage presentations, 
prodic>? locally for a four-week 
route, start at the Paramount Aug. 
28. San Francisco, Portland and 
Seattle comprise balance of the 
route. 

Boris Morros will have charge of 


production. Busby Berkeley stages 
the first unit, with Morros taking 
charge thereafter. Morros is now 
eastbound witn Albertina Rasch to 
stage the dances for Connolly & 


Swanstrom’s “Princess Charming.” 
Dave Rubiroff is coming out from 
New ixork to conduct at the local 
Paramount. 


Lobby Machines and R-K-0 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Candy vending machines are be- 
ing considered by R-K-O for gen- 
eral installation. 
Circuit is said to look with favor 
on the commercial nickel-getters, 
following Publix’s success with the 
devices. Will be decided. one way 
or another at the divisional direc- 
tors’ meeting here this week. 


Seiler on Westerns ‘ 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Lou Seiler, former Fox director, 
is now supervising westerns for 
Columbia. 


He replaces William Lloyd Wright, 


who was forced to resign because 


of illness, 
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long time... Yesterday's audience emerged from 
side-splitting vehicle...Director Frank Capr 


| RED-HOT REVIEWS IN WASHINGTON 
a | | “No more amusing picture has come our way in a long, | e 
| theatre limp from laughter’ —E. de'S. M., Washington Star. 
has added. love interest anda melodramatic climax...There’s a laugh or-a tear or a thrill in every foot’ 
—W ashington Post. O. of big. thrill’ —Lee Somers in W ashington Herald. 
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+ . 


Opens Thursday August 7th. Watch New York fall 


in line with top grosses. 


Opened Friday, August 1st, to a tremendous rush of iy 
business — and getting bigger every day. | | 


Started off with a bang on Saturday, rae 29nd—and a 


going like wildfire. a) 
to mention a few: 
SAN FRANCISCO— Orpheum LOS ANGELES—R-K-O Theatre CINCINNA TI—Palace 
KANSAS CITY—Main Street ST. LOUIS—St. Louis NEW ORLEANS—Orpheum 
DES MOINES—Orpheum BOSTON—New B. F. Keith MINNEAPOLIS —Hennepin 
ST. PAUL—Palace PORTLAND— Orpheum AKRON— Palace 
HOUSTON— Majestic SAN DIEGO—Orpheum MILWAUKEE— Palace 
OMAHA — Orpheum SEATTLE—Orpheum SAN ANTONIO—Majestic 
FT. WORTH— Majestic SCHENECTADY —Proctor’s ALBANY—Grand 
SPOKANE— Orpheum OAKLAND—Orpheum MEMPHIS — Orpheum 
BIRMINGHAM — Ritz GRAND RAPIDS—Regent CLEVELAND—Hippodrome 
| PROVIDENCE— Albee PORTLAND—Keith’s SOUTH BEND—Granada 
LOWELL —Keith’s YOUNGSTOWN—Palace CLEVELAND—105th Street 
TROY — Griswold MADISON — Capitol SIOUX CITY—Onheum 
TACOMA— Orpheum DALLAS—Majestic CEDAR RAPIDS —lowa 
JR. | ROCHESTER—Keith’s Palace TROY —Proctor’s New SYRACUSE—Keith’s \ 
COLUMBUS —Palace DAYTON—Keith’s DAVENPORT—Capitol 


RAVE NOTICES 


to be missed...full of howls.” 
ain to. and see it, 


x 
CTUP 
shrieking rib-tickler...no Chicago Herald and Examiner. 
Positively marvelous:..urge —Chicago Evening American. Le 


/ drafted 300 suggestions from studio 
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“Variety's” Bulletin Condensed 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
tach Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
department in this issue and hereafter. 


Local showmen opine that local 
flash picture premieres have been 
gilded to such an extent they no 
longer mean anything to a picture. 
Main protests are against $5 taps 
and monopolization of first night 
tickets by studios and guests, with 
little or no chance for the public 
to get in. Word-of-mouth plugs 
therefore don’t start until the pic- 
ture is in its third day, it is claimed. 


A Scotch playwright has just 
been placed under a long term pic- 
ture contract. He has wired the 
family in New York to start hitch- 
hiking. 


Worried about ihe scarcity of 
tourists in Hollywood this summer, 
the Chamber of Commerce is ex- 
ploiting this place as the town 
where you can see stars on the 
streets. Also promises studio trips 
for visitors. 


Joe Weber, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
is on the Coast addressing union 
meetings. It’s expected there’ll be 
something doing when the new la- 
bor contracts come up in Septem- 
ber. 


Universal may make a settlement 
with John Murray Anderson on his 
contract. The studio has no mu- 
sicals scheduled for production. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., for juve 
lead in “Lightnin’” (Fox), starring 
Will Rogers. 


“Cimarron” goes into production 
at Radio this week with a four 
months’ shooting schedule, 


In line with Fox’s move to con- 
vert its old theatres into indoor golf 
courses, first on the Coast to be al- 
tered, is the DeLuxe in Los Angeles, 
dark three years. 


Clarence. Brown arrived from 
Paris this week, making the trip by 
boat and plane in six and one-half 
days. 


Mrs. Maurice Chevalier left for 
New York last week to sail for 
Paris, where her mother is about 
to undergo a major’ operation. 
Maurice leaves Aug. 9 to join her, 
remaining there three months be- 
fore resuming his contract with 
Paramount here. 


After setting a second starting 
date for “Never the Twain: Shall 
Meet,” Metro redecided and hauled 
the story in again for repairs. Lio- 
nel Barrymore has been waiting five 
months to direct it. Also taking a 
squint at the rough cut of “Remote 
Control,” Metro ordered changes 
and retakes, 


Starting on its new program of 
20 pictures, Columbia will put six 
into production within a month. 


“Handful of Clouds,” gang jargon, 
is too sweet a title for an under- 
world picture, it is believed at War- 
ners. New title is “Doorway to 
Hell.” 

Paramount also is bothered about 
titles. It wants to change “Span- 
ish Acres” and “Moulinoff” and has 


employes without finding anything 
suitable. 


Pathe bought the picture rights to 
“Rebound” for $40,000, and is re- 
ported considering Ann Harding or 
Constance Bennett for the lead. 

First National and Warners will 
advance their annual shut-down by 


several weeks this year, with FN 
closing Sept. 15 and Warners 
around Sept, 20. Next year, it is 
planned to eliminate this annual 


shut-down. Both studios have post- 
poned two pictures, each until next 
year. Resumption of production for 
next year at both studios is planned 
for early in December. 


American Motion Picture Co. in- 
tends to have its studio at Santa 
Barbara completely equipped for 
production within 30 days. Produc- 
tion, however, isn’t expected to 
start for about two months. 


Edna Schley and Daniel Leonard- 
son have opened an office in Holly- 
wood as western representatives of 
the American Play Co. First deal 
closed was disposal of “Rebound” 
to Pathe. 


Unable to find a suitable lead lo- 
cally for its Spanish version of 
“Madame X,” Metro has postponed 
production on this picture. Metro 
agents in Europe have been re- 
quested to look for a lead. 


Further plans of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for exchange of technical ideas by 


ing the fall and winter. A com- 
mittee has been appointed to handle 
these meetings. 


Cc. B. De Mille is the first director 
to meg the same story three times. 
Yarn is “The Squaw Man,” made 
twice as a silent and now due for 
talker treatment as his next for 
Metro. 


Joe Reilly has built a trailer for 
Fox, to be used on location trips. 
Players can ‘don the paint while en- 
route to locations. Lights, mirrors, 
and showers are part of the equip- 
ment. 


Experiment of broadcasting a 
crude radio adaptation of the old 
motion picture serial gag drew so 
much response a number of sta- 
tions are going in for serializations. 
KFI will run one for 52 weeks, with 
four 15 minute episodes weekly. 
Station has set a talent budget of 
$75 for each edition, making a total 
of $150,000 for players. 


When First National engaged 
two-week old twins for a picture 
they were informed by the Board of 
Education that the infants couldn’t 
be used more than 20 minutes a 
day, mustn’t be exposed to lights 
more than 30 seconds at a time and 
must be in darkness for one minute 
following each shot. This is better 
treatment than a star can get. 


Two brothers and two sisters of 
screen players are working in vari- 
ous capacities on Radio’s “Half 
Shot at Sunrise.” Ian Torrence, son 
of Ernest, is handling a microphone 
boom and Warren Simpson, brother 
of Jocelyn Lee, is acting as assist- 
ant to Paul Sloane. Mira Adoree, 
sister of Renee and Helen Taylor, 
sister of Estelle, have small parts in 
the picture, 


Irving Cummings has been bor- 
rowed from Fox to direct Ronald 
Colman’s next for Goldwyn, a Fred- 
erick Lonsdale original, which the 
Englishman is now here to super- 
vise. It is possible Mae Clark will 
be borrowed from Fox to play op- 
posite Colman. 


Spencer Tracy, brought here by 
Fox for “Up the River,’ following 
his lead in the stage play, ‘Last 
Mile,” will go back to New York 
immediately on finishing at Fox. He 
is due back Aug. 21 to start re- 
for the road company of 


Making “Night Owls” as a two- 
reel subject in English with Laurel 
and Hardy, Hal Roach puffed the 
picture to feature length for the 
Spanish market. It clicked so well 
the producer is now going to 
lengthen it for the Italian market. 


Louis Wolheim is being given his 
first chance to direct as well as act 
in a picture for Radio, tentatively 
titled “Taming the Beast.” He is 
the third actor-director to be em- 
ployed by Radio. Others are Lowell 
Sherman and Hugh Herbert. 


Lloyd Nosler, film editor for In- 
spiration Pictures, leaves the com- 
pany shortly to join Sol Lesser m 
production of “The Dove” for UA. 


Warners will open its newly ac- 
quired Ritz theatre in San Ber- 
nardino, Aug. 10. House is a 700- 
seater. 


Fox is giving a number of its em- 
ployees a chance to direct. Among 
those picked are Max Constant, 
writer; Louis Loeffler, former film 
cutter and Richard Harlan, assist- 
ant director. 


Universal arranged with 
Metro for Bessie Love to play the 
femme lead in “See America 
Thirst.” 


As soon as “New Moon” is com- 
pleted Metro will go into production 
with “Merry Widow,” with Law- 
rence Tibbett playing the prince. 
Widow hasn’t been picked. 


Universal has engaged Purnell 
Pratt to replace Lawrence Grant in 
“The Cat Creeps,” switching Grant 
to a more important part in 
“Boudoir Diplomat.” 


Alexander Korda returned from 
Europe last week to begin work on 
“This Modern World” for Fox. 
While aboard the director gathered 
material for the picture. 


Columbia has engaged Matt Tay- 
lor to write the treatment for “Lion 
and the Lamb,” and Sidney Lazarus 
to write an original story. 


Filling the bill as m. c. in Metro’s 
German version of “Hollywood Re- 


the studios include regular meet- 
ings by the technicians’ branch dur- 


vue,” made in Germany, Paul Mor- 


been placed under contract for Ger- 


man versions here. Morgan arrives 
in New York Aug 16 on the Bremen 
and comes directly here. 


New contracts were issued or op- 
tions exercised on the following last 
week: Ed Sedgwick, P. G. Wode- 
house, Hedda Hopper and Andre 
Morley at Metro; Patricia Patter- 
son at Roach, and William Hurlburt 
at Universal. 


They’re still looking for a new 
title for “Liliom” at Fox. Sugges- 
tions are being solicited from 
every one on the lot. 


Storm King and Homo, police 
dogs which did considerable work 
in silents but were driven out by 
sound, are staging a joint come- 
back in “Fair Warning” for Fox. 


Charles Farrell’s next for Fox is 
an automobile story titled “F.O.B. 
Detroit.” 


When Fox engaged Reginald 
Dandy two years ago his name was 
changed to John Garrick. Actor 
liked the new monicker so well he’s 
had it legalized. 


Radio is preparing to shoot “Beau 
Ideal,” sequel to “Beau Geste.” 
Herbert Brenon will direct. 


Total extra placements for week 
ending Aug. 1 were 5,488, which is 
21% above normal. Biggest set of 
the week was for “Sit Tight’ at 
Warners, with 600 extras, 

Police and deputy sheriff badges 
have become so plentiful in Los 
Angeles that if all the departments 
were called out to. meet an emer- 
gency half of them would be film 
people. With the badges goes per- 
mit to wear a blve light on rear end 
of their cars, and sometimes even 
a siren. Badges are considered 
guaranty against annoyance by 
traffic cops for minor infractions. 
Badges are passed out wholesale 
by members of the city government, 
even as gratitude for a couple of 
theatre passes. 


Goldwyn Writers Rest and 
Leave Lonsdale in Charge 


Sam Goldwyn has given leaves of 
absence to Sidney Howard and 
Louis Bromfield. That places Fred- 
erick Lonsdale, just arrived from 
England, in temporary charge of 
Goldwyn’s literary department, 
Howard and Bromfield are going 
abroad, former for a year, but 
Bromfield only for a few months. 
Bromfield has a home at Hendaye 
on the French coast near Spain. 
He will go there with the Mrs. and 
two children, 


Today’ Majestic’s First 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Majestic starts work on its first 
feature “Today,” Aug. 11, at Tec- 
Art. Conrad Nagle has been bor- 
rowed from Metro for the lead. 
Catherine Dale Owen, Sarah Pad- 


den, John Sullivan and Alemeda 
Fowler are also cast. Will Nigh 
will direct. 

“Today,” authored by George 


Broadhurst and Abraham Schomer, 
was produced as a play 12 years 
ago. 


HENLEY FOR “MISSISSIPPI” 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Hobart Henley may direct ‘“Mis- 
sissippi” for Universal, with ne- 
gotiations now on. 
Henley, who is free-lancing, is at 
FN making “Mother’s Cry.” 


Batting Out Westerns 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Trem Carr’s next western for 
Tiffany, “The Land of Missing 
Men,” went into production Aug. 1. 
Bob Steele is featured, with Caryl 
Lincoln, Al St. John and. Edward 
Dunn also cast. 
John P. McCarthy is directing. 


Pathe’s New Contract With 


Gives Chain 107, Req 


Useless Censors 


(Continued from page’ 5) 


of film each week, even if its mem- 
bers stayed in the projection room 
18 hours a day, is one of the leading 
points in the Hays anti-censor 
battle. 

Willing to divuige trade secrets, 
the Hays campaign next says that 
even if the board could see all of 
the pictures it wouldn’t work, since 
exhibitors buy sight-unseen and 
censors would delay the day’s show 
until evening if they insisted on 
seeing the program immediately up- 
on the arrival of the train and the 
day’s film allotment. 

Thus, the Hays formula recites, 
censors are not doing their duty. 
There is not one wvoard that is, or 
rather can, function 100% in the 
entire U. S. today or next year. 


Clean Locals 


Instead of censor boards the Hays 
group is recommending to the com- 
munities it is canvassing the forma- 
tion of an unpaid body of public 
spirited, clean living, local resi- 
dents. Let these people review the 
pictures that don’t sound so well 
beyond the town’s walls before the 
townsfolk en masse is permitted 
to pay for the peep. 

Economically, the Hays office is 
prepared to show that in many 
cities as much as $75,000 a year 
will be saved by this method, which 
would unjob the professional edi- 
tors now hired by the councilmen. 
That figure was used by Pettijohn 
in his estimate of the cost to such 
a town as Lansing. 

The public spirited board, it is 
known by every press agent, is an 
angle which almost every press 
book writer has urged. Get the 
clergymen in to see this and the 
school teachers in -.o see that. Both 
of these have been used for hook- 
ups and good will spreaders since 
the inception of the p. a. But, this 
is the first time that the Hays or- 
ganization has adopted it as a per- 
manent substitution for a censor 
board. 

The Scissor Privilege 

Along with community ‘censors, 
Haysites are pointing out how much 
more competent and broad minded 
“censoring” will be. Instead of a 
weary group offive, looking at film 
from dawn to dusk, the tax payers, 
fresh in mind and body, can take 
turns perusing what they think 
their neighbors should see. In this 
way the viewpoints will be nu- 
merous, more original, and with far 
less tendency to become biased, 
which, Haysites are certain, is the 
rut into which a lot of paid pre- 
viewers (especially if they have 
scissor privileges) are precipitated. 

On the rating of community taste, 
it was disclosed in Lansing, as the 
opening shot in this direction, that 
classics flopped there while in the 
next town, Ann Arbor, they 
cleaned up. Among the pictures 
which Pettijohn said died in Lan- 
sing were “Disraeli,” “Abraham 
Lincoln,” “Old Ironsides,” the Byrd 
picture and “Peter Pan.” 

On the other hand Charlie told 
the local squawkers in much the 
same way he plans to tell others, 
certain pictures with much swear- 


ing and suggestive mannerisms 
cleaned up. One was a war pic- 
ture. 


Adventures for Kiddies 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Marjorie Claude Hammond, pro- 
ducer of travel and adventure pic- 
tures, is here to make two-reel ad- 
venture specials for kiddies. 

Claude Hammond, Jr., 10, is to be 
featured. 

Releasing arrangement is with 


Universal. 


slight probable value for pictures. 


“LYSISTRATA” (Comedy, Phila. 


gan, stage comedian and writer, has 


stage, but never on screen. 


Ancient Greek play familiar in book form. 


Picture Possibilities 


“Let and Sub-let”—Unfavorable 
“LET AND SUB-LET” (Farce Comedy, Hyman Brothers, Biltmore). 
Little chance of this frail affair reaching the screen. 


Ibee. 


“Spook House’—Unfavorable 
“SPOOK HOUSE” (Mystery, Joe DeMilt, Vanderbilt). 
Utterly stereotyped, with no novelty angle. 


Sliding panel play of 
Land, 


“Lysistrata”—Unfavorable 


Theatre Association, 44th Street). 
Can get away with it on 


Motivated from accounts by the 
feeling that it is good business to 
play with companies that are wel) 
organized but through guarantee of 
first run outlet are being Squeezed 
by the Big Four, R-K-O has frameq 
a deal with U, under which from 


reports it turns over the produc. 
tion costs with a guarantee by y 
that around $300,000 as an average 
minimum will be-spent on each pic. 
ture. R-K-O contracts to take 29 
U’s. 

R-K-O acted similarly in its deal 
with Columbia, taking that com. 
pany’s program of 20 and insisting 
on a similar minimum for each 
picture made. 


It is learned a deal is on with 
Pathe for a new contract, super- 
seding the old and shorter in terms, 
which will mean R-K-O’s playing of 
more Pathe pictures in the future, 
with an average minimum of $300,- 
000 for each production also a part 
of that deal. 

Through the U, Col and new 
Pathe deals, plus R-K-O’s own 
product, the circuit will be covered 
for approximately 90% of its play- 
ing territory. 

It is not taking the Warner, First 
National, or the programs of any 
other companies in large blocks, but 
has booked Paramount for a dozen 
towns in which Publix does not 
operate. WB and FN have offered 
R-K-O its entire program of 35 pic- 
tures each for several territories, 
asking reported high rentals. R-K-O 
will lose the Metros it had last sea- 
son. 

Increase Product 


With Par in the dozen spots, it is 
more than possible that R-K-O will 
fill its other 10% of playing time 
through increase in production pro- 
grams of R-K-O, Radio, U and Col, 
now said to be under consideration 
by all three and particularly by U 
and Col through the R-K-O outlez. 
Through its new deals on picture 
product, neither Columbia, U nor 
Pathe will be in a position to sell 
away from this chain. 

Under the old Pathe contract, with 
R-K-O taking from 13 to 20 pictures 
or more, certain product wanted 
was sold away. “Holiday,” out- 
standing Pathe strike, was a recent 
example. 


Ralph Like Buys Studio 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Ralph Like, Inc., has taken over 
the Telefilm studio and is rebuilds 
ing the stage, offices and dressing 
rooms. Studio will be equipped with 
one stationary sound channel and 
two portables. Cinephone equipment 
will be used. Like has been in the 
laboratory business several 
years. 

Syndicate Pictures, producing 12 
westerns and “Flip the Frog” car- 
toons, are at present using the 
sound equipment. It is expected 
Big Four will start shooting a num- 
ber of westerns there next month. 


Wandering “Trail” Unit 

Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Fox’s “The Big Trail’ company, 
now on location at Sequoia National 
Park, will move to the Grand Can- 
yon next week. This will be the 
tenth location trip for the company 
since it started shooting three 
months ago. 

So far the company has worked 
in Arizona, Utah, Wyoming, Idaho, 
Montana, California, Colorado and 
Missouri. 


Sound Textbood 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
A text book on sound picture en- 
gineering will be published in the 
fall by McGraw-Hill. < 
Book will be a revised compilation; 
of the papers read before the Aca@- 
emy of Motion Arts and Sciences 
sound school, by the techniciat™ 
members from the several studios 


Josie Brown’s Agency 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Josie Brown, formerly with thé 
Max Hart and Joyce & Selznick of 
fices, has taken a license to operaté 
her own agency. 

Barney Brown, brother, 
abeth Boyd, play broker, 
sociated, 


and Elize 
will be 28° 
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Warners Up and Down 


(Continued from page 9) 


testing operation which 
ioe ca several suspected weak 
te among them Warner Bros, 
spots, “carried the list pretty well 
= fore the workers for the 
on challenged the attack, as 
ae did the moment selling began 
to die down around 1 o'clock. 
- it happened the news of heat 

Marought danger to mid-western 
be on the wires about the 
ment with a sharp jump in 
m 85 to 89 cents a bushel, 

crop damage isn't of any 
Of cot benefit. to stocks, but the 
are wheat upswing brought en- 
muragement to the bulls and was 
able to swing sentiment to the con 
structive side. Earlier in the day 
a news that 150,000 men would 

o back to work in Detroit had 
helped in the same direction. 

At any rate the sponsors of the 
market made the best possible use 
of the situation and for the rest of 
the session pressed their advan- 
tage, closing the market at its top, 
with pivotal issues up 1 to 3 points, 
with several specialties in sizable 
pulges. The whole move had a 
rather an artificial look, of no spe- 
cial significance except for the 
moment, 

The market has now for some 
weeks been moving in small volume 
and narrow range inside the limits 
expressed by the Dow-Jones_ in- 
dustrial averages, low at around 231 
July 21 and a double top on the re- 
covery. around 240. Question still 
in the minds of the chartists is 
whether the next move is going to 
go below the last bottom of 229, on 
July 12, or break through on the 
upside into new territory above 240. 
Until it does one of these two 
things, the trading traternity will 
look upon all lesser dips and putges 
as of small amount. 


Warner Weakness 


Meanwhile, the startling weak- 
ness of Warner Bros., is acting as 
a barrier to any aggresive demon- 
stration in the picture group by the 
bull party. Wall street heard Mon- 
day that the West Coast studios 
had been shut down for more than 
a seasonal length gf time, probably 
running into late November. It has 
been widely forecast the 
Warner dividend rate may be 
threatened. 

Unofficial estimate puts the net 
for the six months ending the fiscal 
year Aug. 31, at about $5,000,000, 
which does not cover the dividend 
of $2 for the half year on 2,870,000 
shares, Dividend on the full year 
covers the dividend requirements, 
but the postponement of a_ vote 
until the return of Harry Warner, 
due before the end of the week 
from Europe, did not encourage 
bright prospects. 

Warner Bros. broke into succes- 
sive low levels—to 88 early last 
week; to 35% on Thursday and to 
338% last Monday. It rallied with 
the rest of the list Monday at the 
close, but its action suggested that 
important long liquidation was go- 
ingon. Turnover was pretty heavy. 
Last week the six-day volume 
Teached 492,000 shares, exceeded by 
only two other issues in the whole 
list—Radio and General Motors, 
which were only Slightly higher in 
volume. New bottoms on this kind 
of ‘Volumes looks ominous. 

It may or it may not have any 
Teal basis, but the Street is begin- 
ning to look askance at theatre ex- 
pansion, particularly theatre ex- 
Pansion accompanied by the listing 
of large new blocks of stock. Most 
> the picture companies have been 
. rough this phase of development, 
bo each time a new unit gets into 
fhe old jam, traders lose their taste 
7 the whole group. Change of 
entiment in this direction has been 
Particularly violent this summer 
Gun of the severe contraction of 
ns atre attendance, which coincided 

ith the decline in Warners. 
an the new Monday bottom for 
€ film company its banking 
Temnor, Goldman Sachs, hit a 
bee, bottom at 17, a price far 
rtd its low on the break of last 
a circumstance that lent 
ehcourazement picture company no 

- Even Par Gives Way 
in Warners was re- 
are even in Paramount, which 
whee made a brilliant report of 
The ola earnings at record levels. 
Ser film leader gave way Mon- 

rom its best of last week at 
at 5g. new low on the movement 
flat. This development 
because to be entirely sentimental, 
not be in Warner could 
Paiam, in erpreted as bearish in 
nie unt, since the two com- 
8 are understood in the trade 
gee odds on sale of product. 

Sears Same feeling of caution ap- 
aon to have spread until it em- 
es the entire theatre group. 
example, ought to be 
et out of the run on the 

st 
and fee of its improved product 
Stead palpecem: in sales outlets. In- 
Station moving up, it has remained 
may bene close to old lows. There 
© some tactical move in this, 
Tr, the inside control being 
could = vei factional battle that 
the tane Plain almost anything on 
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Kadio-kKe 


ith made a poor show- 


ing. It appearel to be easy to 
hammer it down close to its old re- 
sistance point of 30, only en- 
couraging angle being that volume 
turned relatively light on declines, 
suggesting that the bears had their 
own reasons for limiting their short 
commitments in this. direction, 
owing, probably, to the known 
power of R-K-O's sponsorship. 

The Fox-Loew-General Theatre 
coterie gave the best account of 
themselves under attack, Fox itself 
being last to retreat and first to 
snap back when the trend turned 
upward. In all these issues, also, 
the volume dropped off as _ prices 
receded. Monday’s sales of General 
Theatres were only 1,200 shares. 


Shubert movements were largely 
made up of gestures. After its sen- 
sational spring rise from below 9 
te 35, it has kept up a rear guard 
retreat, its clique alternately seek- 
ing to maneuver the shorts into a 
vulnerable position and making 
demonstrations to attract a follow- 
ing. Stock is understood to be 
closely held, which would be helpful 
to such a manipulation. 

The opposite, of course, is true 
of Warners, which has wide dis- 
tribution. A strictly technical ad- 
vantage of Warners is that its long 
holders are of long standing and 
their stock stands them much 
higher prices. At some level not 
far from its present one there is 
likely to be buying in Warners for 
the purpose of averaging up. For 
the present the stock can look for 
but small new buying. 


Last Week's Shift 


Net result of last week’s trading 
in the theatre shares was an ag- 
gregate decline of 32 points in 12 
issues on the Stock Exchange and 
an’ aggregate advance of 10% in 
five issues. These figures, however, 
are misleading. The gain of 10 in- 
cludes an advance of 7% points in 
Universal preferred on sales of 340 
shares, while the aggregate decline 
contains the very important item of 
7% points lost in the enormous 
turnover of half a million shares 
in Warners. 

The bond division was quiet. Ap- 
parently the effort to push General 
Theatres 6's has been called off. 
Week's turnover was small and 
prices steady half-way between 
high and low. Warner 6’s, how- 
ever, were sold heavily, totaling 
$600,000 for a net decline of 4% 
points at 95%. At one time during 
the week these bonds touched a new 
low for all time at 94%. Softening 


in the old Keith bonds is noted 
lately, accompanied by increased 
volume. 


The New York “Times” compila- 
tion for July discloses a general 
gain in the five principal amuse- 
ment listings amounting to 2.15 
points and $18,623,000 in market ap- 
praisal. The group includes Fox, 
Loew’s, Par, R-K-O and Warners, 
all showing net advances except 
Warners, which was sharply off. 

Small trading in Columbia and 
something of a battle to defend old 
lows of Technicolor were the two 
points of interest on the Curb. 
Turnover in Columbia was neg- 
ligible with the old stock showing 
a 2-point gain and the new voting 
trust certificates a similar decline. 
Idea here seems to be that the hold- 
outs on converting stock into cer- 
tificates may hope for a profitable 


L. A. Grosses 


(Continued from page 9) 


skyrocketing to $9,000, double re- 
cent pace in neighborhood stand. 
Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“So This 
Is London” (Fox) (1,500; 75-$1.50) 
(7th, final wk.). Bows out with 
$10,000; “Holiday” in Thursday 
night with nice advance sale. 
Chinese (Fox)—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (10th wk.). 
Flying Hunters out after contracted 
fortnight without rippling local 
pond; gross just edged over $19,000. 
Understood that with one thing and 
another Chinese run dips the pic- 
ture $120,000 in red, but with the- 
atre making money on engagement. 
Some idea of dropping prolog to 
permit continuance. Three weeks’ 
vacating notice must be given by 
house. 
Criterion (Fox)—“Our Blushing 
wk.). Getting $25,000 for opening 
week, fourth similar premiere here 
in row. House has been built up 
on side street through succession 
of sock pictures. Women customers 
standing in line to get peek. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—‘Journey’'s 
End” (Tiff) (1,800; 20-65). Just 
can’t get going in this district; $5,- 
400 no money at all for special. 
Hollywood Collegians as stage band. 

State (Loew-Fox)—“Way Out 
West” (Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). Just 
shy of $25,000. Very neat. 

Orpheum—“Dixiana” (Radio) (2,- 
270; 50-75) (2d wk.). Second week 
around $9,800, not so bad. Will 
stick until house gets “Dawn Pa- 
trol” Aug. 18. Latter film will send 
theatre back to Wednesday open- 
ings. 

Pantages (Fox)—‘Shadow of the 
Law” (Par) (2,700; 20-90). Picture 
fell down; only $13,000. 

Paramount (Publix) — “Man- 
slaughter” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). 
Very satisfactory at $20,000, or 
slightly better. 

R-K-O—“Inside the Lines” (Ra- 
dio) (2,930; 30-65). Ordinary $11,- 


000 week. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)— 
“Raffles” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (2d, 
final week). Thursday with “Grum- 
py” (Par) to follow. Final nine days 
around $14,000. 

Downtown (WB)—“Three Faces 
East” (WB) (1,800; 50-75) (2d, final 
week). Stage shows will be dropped 
when “Moby Dick” enters Aug. 15. 
2a week of big presentations only 


$17,000; insufficient. 
Hollywood (WB)—“Way of All 
Men” (FN) (2,756; 25-75) (2d, final 


week). May also drop stage presen- 
tations here with early box office 
impetus dwindling. Around $18,000. 


JUDGMENTS 


Jack Pepper; D. B. Sizemore; $93. 

Starlight Giants Soccer Football, 
Inc.; State Indus. Commr.; $3,248. 

Frances Heenan Browning, by 
gdn.; E. W. Browning, et al.; costs, 
$25. 

Gene Buck, Inc.; Employers Lia- 
bility Assur. Corp., Ltd.; $354. 


invitation to come in sooner or 
later. Some Stanley holdovers 
once took a similar chance and lost 
out, 

Dealings seem to have ceased in 
the Loew debenture rights, holders 
at much higher prices feeling con- 
strained to stay with their options 
rather than take a heavy immediate 
loss. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Aug. 2% 


STOCK EXCHANGE 
-———1930——~ ; 
w Sales. Issue and wate... High low Chee. 
2 7 American Seat oe 
700 Consol. Film (2)....+++ «619% 18% —% 
28% 18 1,600 Consol. Film pfd. 20% ea” 
255% 175% 18,500 Eastman Kodak (8)...-- 215% 
57% 16% 62,500 Fox Class 49% ue” 119% re 
150 85 1,000 Keith pref. 2 
51% 30 7,600 Gen. Thr, Equip....- 
97% 84 600 Do. pref. (614) CX. eo 87% 96% 
15% 10% 1,100 Madison Square Garden 14 13% 13% 
26% 23% 900 Met-G-M pref. 2 24% 24% 
77% 485% 37,600 Paramount-Fam-Lasky 2 57% 
9 2% >800 Pathe e 4% 4% oa 
19% 5 1.100 Pathe Clas9 se 9% 
32 631,600 Radio 46% 40% 
50 19 223,600 Radio-K-O .... 34% 30% 2% 
994 63 ..-» Orpheum pref. os 
76 30 340 Universal pref. e 
son 200 Do. pref. 48% 48% + % 
CURB 
57% 24 200 Columbia Pictures 42% 40% 410% $43 
54% 33% 400 DO VAG 30% — 
17% 2% coe Fox Theatres. 9% — % 
155% 900 National Screen coe 30% 31% 
861% 25% 5.800 Technicolor con 284% 29 
BONDS 
91 74 14,000 Keith 6s, 46 83% 80% 80% 
1 93 102,000 Gen. 6a, "40. ..cccccccce 96% 95% 117% % 
101 91% 41,000 Do, eX WaA€P....- 100% 99% 100% 
80 36 37,000 Pathe 83% 61% 61% —3 
103% 29,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, '47.....+- 101% 101% 101% 
69% 41 4000 Shubert 6s........+.+ 51 50% 51 +1 
113% 94% 597,000 Warner Bros. 6s, 99% 94% 95% -4% 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
os oo 400 Photocol. ™% ™m +++% 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
ked. bid. 
22 Roxy, Class A (3.50) oe oe 
22% 23% 22% Unit do... oo 
1% 3% 1% De Forest - oe 
Los Angeles 
9 14 Roach, ine... o 
9% o% FOK THIS. oe 


Brides” (Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (ist F 


Thrift Stamp 2-for-1 Books Give 
Birmingham Good and Bad Breaks 


GOLFING SHOW GIRLS 


(Continued from page 1) 


back of the Roxy theatre. Starting 
on the tame and patronized at first 
by lonesome film men and tourists, 
the place is now the centralized 
quarry point for the chorus girls 
and the sugars plus a_ recently 
maneuvered stream of minor racke- 
teers, 

Like the advertising slogans that 
light up the Main Stem, this home 
golr has become for them the thing 
they like to do after their regular 
biz hours. Meaning anywhere from 
11:30 p. m. to 4 a. m, 

Night clubs have a curfew but not 
the midget course. Night clubs and 
other resorts that cater to show 
folks and theatre patrons on the 
late turnout are being cut in heavy 
between these hours. 

Where once it was a mere mat- 
ter of careless competition, the 
midget course now re-echoes the 
tingling tones of a sweet to her 
sugar that speaks plaintively, say- 
ing: 

“Honey, that makes me $2 to the 
good. I'm two holes up on you, 
darling.” 

Or it may be from a vaudevillian 
or one of the sundry racketeering 
gentlemen on the street who means 
the same thing but speaks it differ- 
ently: 

“I'm two bucks up on yer, kid. 
I'll fade yer a two-spot even on the 
next putt.” 

Where once the show girl picked 
a night club or restaurant to go to 
she now names the golf course. At 
times during the early morning 
hours aS many as 100 persons can 
be found playing on a _ pleasant 
night. Her night club is midget 
golf. 

No one plays but one round. It’s 
usually two or three and the aver- 
age time for making a round is 
about 45 minutes. That makes it 
late, when the start is around mid- 
night. 

The stuff also has its comic side 
for it’s not unusual to see a chap in 
evening clothes wrapped close to a 
girl in shimmering satin. Worse 
still is the chorus boy who showed 
up one night with a panama and 
knickers. 

Like the real golf some birds 
take the baby sport seriously. They'll 
practice their putts and swear and 
argue with their partners. It’s 
mostly a putting game with the 
irons used by the players espe- 
cially moulded for the purpose. One 
type club suits all the way around. 
Women play as well as the men, 
but not old men. That’s where the 
chorus beauts get their break. At 
a buck a hole that’s plenty. 

Prices are 50c at night and the 
plan takes in a ticket chopper and 
everything. 

The stuff has such a hold on some 
of the customers, many go regular- 
ly every night. 

Different Courses 

The Tom Thumb course is differ- 

ent from others known as the “Ca- 
pone Course.” Latter is built of 
sand and cement with a regular 
hazard built on the miniature and 
rising and sloping sand greens. The 
Tom Thumb course which is pat- 
ented is a sort of toy course with 
greens made of some composition of 
cottonseed that’s colored green and 
enclosed in a grounded pipe frame, 
A putting sport and easy which 
may be the reason it has taken on. 
3ecause at night Broadway likes 
things easy and fast. It may be an 
antidote for the prohibitionists but 
it’s swell for the small-time gam- 
blers. 
The “Capone Course“ is said to 
be the output of Al Capone, former 
beer baron and now retired in 
Miami, Fla. No confirmation. 


A Gimmick 


In both types the customer pays 
as he enters, getting a club and a 
ball for his half buck. If he wishes, 
he gets a score card and pencil be- 
sides. 

However, though the customers 
pay as they come in, the real pay- 
off is on the 18th hole. When the 
ball gets putt there it stays putt. 
That 18th hole has a long snooty 
funnel that carries the ball into the 


major domo’s hut, where the ball 
rolls into a receptacle beyond the 
possible retrieving by the player. 
Which in a way is out racketeering | 
the racketeer. 


Birmingham, Aug. 5. 
Two for one books containing two 
for one tickets for everything in 
town are sweeping the Ham. This 
includes theatres and amusement 
parks. 


The books were issued here first 
during the spring by an advertising 
company, selling for $1.95 each. 
These books contained enough thrift 
tickets to total about $200, in two 
for ones or reduced prices,subscribe 
by local merchants and others. 

The way they caught the town was 
a shame to the name of circulation. 
Everybody in town has one. 

One bakery because there were so 
many two for one tickets just folded 
up and ceased business. It was giv- 
ing away too many loaves of bread 
with each loaf purchased. Another 
establishment serving in a hurry 
lunches said the coupons were ruin- 
ing its business. 

Theatres and amusements parks 
are happy, the two for ones are 
bringing business to the two houses 
participating in the campaign. 
People had rather come to the thea- 
tre where they can get two ad- 
missions for the price of one and 
as a result the theatres not having 
thrift tickets are losing customers. 
Same true of the amusement parks 
and swimming pools. 


2 Kinds 


There are now two different sets 
of thrift books in town. There were 
three but one faded. One is a 
book that has coupons to a little bit 
of everything, the other is what is 
known as “All-Sport Book” and con- 
tains two for ones to football games, 
swimming pools, miniature’ golf 
links, amusement parks, boxing 
matches and three theatres. 

It was a profitable stunt for some- 
body to think up. 


TOO MANY HOTELS 


(Continued from page 1) 


get out. The hihat Biltmore, doing 
better than average, is down to 40% 
occupancy. 


Mangers Tired 


The Manger people have decided 
to get out of the business entirely 
and are reported attempting to get 
rid of their stopping places at low 
prices. Their Great Northern hotel 
on 57th street, recently valued at 
$250,000, can now be had at $75,000, 
for the lease and furnishings, it is 
said. 

Actors’ debt to the 25 major Times 
Square theatrical hotels, reported 
last winter to have amounted to 
$500,000, still stands. Not 5% has 
been recovered by the hotels. Man- 
agements don’t attribute the bad 
condition altogether to the acts’ 
debts to them, stating it’s part of 
the general national depression, but 
declare that $500,000, or even a small 
part of it, would come in handy 
for formal introduction to bills and 
creditors’ demands. 

When the hotels checked up and 
saw that amount of theatrical euff- 
ing on the books, most ordered all 
non-paying professional guests te 
pay or move. 

One of the best known theatrical 
places which always carried from 
45 to 50 guests on the tab for short 
or long periods, notified 27 to move 
in one day. Of the 27, 20 are back 
at the same place and still charging 
the rent. Some of the hotels would 
rather have a fair number of rooms 
occupied with free riders, with a 
possible chance of collecting from 
them at some later date than have 
no guests at all and nothing to col- 
lect. 

Three-day bills are still in force, 
some of the hotels apparently want- 
ing to see the rent as often as pos- 
sible and be sure of at least a part 


of it by the end of the week. It 
goes for working and idle actors 
alike. Not so long ago the presenta- 


tion of a bill to an actor, playing or 
laying off, before the end of the 
week, was an insult. 

Another new hotel, shortly to 
open, says it has 1,090 rooms. It’s 
the Edison on West 47th street, 


Van Loan’s Treatment 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
H. H. Van Loan has been engaged 
by Joseph M. Schenck to do the 
creen treatment for “Son of the 


Ghetto.” 
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You Hear 


Here’s the Big that starts the new season 


August 17 2nd Week Roxy, New York, and Roosevelt, Chicago 


COMMON CLAY 


with CONSTANCE BENNETT, LEW AYRES 
Tully Marshall, Matty Kemp, Beryl Mercer 


The Harvard prize play by Cleves Kinkead becomes an astounding picture. Selected by the 
Roxy, the world's greatest theatre, to open its new and greater movie season. And how the 
critics rave! See opposite page! Directed by Victor Fleming. 


August 24 The dramatic triumph 


MAN TROUBLE 


with Dorothy Mackaill, Milton Sills, Kenneth MacKenna, Sharon Lynn, Roscoe Karns 
Story by Ben Ames Williams _ Directed by Berthold Viertel 


An old-fashioned Christmas and old-fashioned virtue are both jokes in the speckeasy world. 
The story of a girl who had a racketeer lover, a husband and the wrong kind of reputation 
oll wished upon her. 


August 31 ZANE GREY'S 


LAST OF THE DUANES 


with GEORGE O'BRIEN most popular of Western stars. 


Lucile Browne from the stage. Myrna Loy famed for exotic roles. 
Walter McGrail popular leading man who has gone to heavy roles. 


A model of what an Outdoor Romance should be. Perfect recording, crammed with excitement 
and filled with spectacular stunts. Thrill to some of those end over end falls of horses and ais 


September 7 JOHN McCORMACK in 


SONG O’ MY HEART 


with Maureen O'Sullivan, John Garrick, Alice Joyce, J. M. Kerrigan, 
Tommy Clifford, Farrell Macdonald. * Directed by Frank Borzage 


A sensation in Chicago at the United Artists Theatre. Three big weeks, bringing in the banner 
business of months for this pre-release showing. 


Let this quartet 


supply sweet music: your box office 
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Coming- 


om 


SOON 


Chicago and New York acclaim 
leading picture of leading studio 


with 


CONSTANCE BENNETT LEW AYRES 


TULLY MARSHALL - MATTY KEMP - BERYL MERCER 
From the Harvard prize play by CLEVES KINKEAD' e _ Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


“Common Clay’proves Roxy hit . . Tense drama.—New York Daily News 


Good box office attraction in any theatre. Has punch and dramatic’ suspense. 
Type of film that brings in customers.—New York Telegraph 


Good picture . . Story sure-fire. The audible sniffles resounding from all parts 
of the Roxy Theatre yesterday testified to the box office success that the film 
is certain to enjoy. It deserves it.—New York Evening Journal 


Best heart talkie of year .. A real, an exciting, a convincing story in this excel- 
lently directed and acted heart drama.—Chicago Daily Times 


Surefire stuff . . Calculated to squeeze out the tears.—New York Sun 


Hasan emotional grip which seldom fails to play upon audience heartstrings, The 
customers at Roxy proved no exception to the rule.—New York American 


Has a hearty inescapable dramatic vitality that makes it entirely and undeniaq, 
bly effective dramatically.—New York Herald Tribune 


I'll be surprised if you're not immensely impressed with “Common Clay”. 
—Chicago Tribune 


“Common Clay” clicks again. .Suspenseful, engrossing and convincing.. Audience 
reaction remarkable. Folks sit on the edge of their seats.— Chicago Evening American 
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Leo all endurance 


records leadership! 


IMETRO-GOLOWY' 
made plenty. 
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tive Gr f EATT 
omparative Grosses for Jul SEATTLE 109 ” 
(Continued from page 10) RA- “Social “Border “Dawn 
MOUNT 
High . .$26,000 Lion Legion Patrol” 
NEWARK, N. J. on ae $12,650 $13,400 $12,000 FOR I A PR 
July 5 July 12 wl MUSIC “Whi — = 
. : duly 19 July 26 B hite White Czar of 
Hig Legion” Millionaires” | Low... 4,000 (st week) (ur ¥4,000 ii 
Wea $19,500 $18,200 FIFTH AVE 2d wee 
= AVE. Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
High: $15,000 | Everything” | “Numbered | ““Bad One™ | High. .$26,000 Three” “Brides | Intentions” | list of opening night Annis 
Low... 2, $5,400 $5,500 $5,300 $4,600 $14,000 $16,000 $9,900 
J in and igh.. & total o first performances 
Low.... 1, “Son Sheik” | Low... 3,000 $4,250 $3,500 (New low) going out to local papers, na- 
ew t 
$2,700 ow) $1,700 High. “Shooting “Inside “Lawful ‘Of 
PLAY- Mamba” “Not “This Te Straight Line” Larceny” |papers. The “Times” leads the list 
_HOUSE $2,300 Damaged” Paris” oman $12,100 $11,900 $11,300 with 24, Norman Chandler, son of 
$2,200 $2,500 $1 300 the publisher, getting four and the 
OW.... eee others being distributed through- 
“MOSQUE “With “Shadow “Recaptured “SS low) WASHINGTON, D. C. out the theatre, picture and pl 
High. .$33, Byrd” Law? oa Wieieel* July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 departments, in pairs. 
Low... 6, $14,200 $15,600 $15,200 $14,900 ee UMSIA “Big House” | “Big House” | “Blushing “Examiner” (Hearst) is next with 
"RIALTO “Western “Western “Western “Goid Hp . -$19,000 $14,800 $11,000 Brides” 18. George Young, publisher, and 
High. .$20, Front” Front” Front” a en ow... 5,500] (ist week) (2a week) $13,700 Louella Parsons, picture editor, each 
Low... $16,100 $11,300 $8.40 - EARLE “Notori rr ox get four. Other departments get 
(24 week) »400 $5,100 High otorious Border Road th 
ee week) (4th week) $25,500 Lady” Legion” Paradise” © usual two. 
iil STATE “Lady “Caught “Sea Bat” @Unhol ow... 6,000 $16,500 $9,000 $15,900 Remaining 100 skulls go to the 
High. .$32,000 Scandal” Short” $12,000 Three” _ FOX “Not “Rough aw fan and trade magazines and na- 
Low... 10,000 $13,000 $19,000 $12,500 High. .$41,500 Damaged” Sleaseane” Svesuuard” tional press service. In each case 
R-K-O “Midnight “Runaway ™Social ae; he 5 Low... $16,600 $19.000 $18,200 the allotment is a single pair. 
Bride” Lion” METRO- “Numbered “Golden “Way of the th 
High.. 14,000 14,5 POLITAN y eatres. rade papers, fan 
Low... 7. eines renee High. .$21,000 $7,000 pool Men” mags and press services are taken 
Low... 5,000 $7,500 of by the studios. 
: @ accompanying list does not 
BALTIMORE High ooh ase — One” — “Romantic “From include all the passes issued for 
$19,000 Wyoming” There are the various 
uly July 19 July 26 -.. 11,500 : 20.000 eads of city departments who put 
CENTURY “Lady “Bad One” rs : the slug on for the big openings 
High. Seandal $19,000 Numbers” TACOMA, WASH. Firet Might List 
STANLEY | “Big House” July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 |"Times* Phil 
High. .$33,500 $21,000 Thr, Milli ove BLUE “Mammy” “White Goo. Hawks. 2 
Low... 11,000 ee illionaires _MOUSE $4,900 c Muriel Babcock......... 2 
$18,000 $14,500 High. . .$8,280 , argo Blankley’s Whitney Williams....... a 
VALENCIA “Flirtin “Big H 7 $4,500 $3,000 se 
High. .$11,000 Widow" Low.... 1,400 Edwin Schallert......... 2 
Low... 1,800 $2,500 ‘ 36 000" High “With Byrd” “Border “Social 
KEITH’S “With Byrd” “Shadow “Social 2,000 $5,600 Legion” Lion” 
800 7.500 _| High. .$14,500 Straight” Desires” Scandal” 
eee an $4,800 “Examine Je E 
SAN F “Great Life” . miner erry Hoffman.......... - 2 
RANCISCO $5,800 Louclla Parsons. 
WARFIELD suly 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 George Young 
“This Is “This Is “Big House” | “Big House” Van 
use nm V Bttiach. 
London” London” $33,000 $30,000 DENVER Jean 
ow... 8,200 $20,000 $13,000 (1st week 2 July 5 July 12 a 
(ist week) | (24 week) TABOR 78k July 18 
“Skinner “Sh “Bri 
PARA. “From x “For High. .$18,000 | Steps Out” Gin ‘‘Heralda’* Bill 
Wyoming” Millionaires” Defense” High” Low... 6,000 $6,000 $6,500 $6,000 $6500 Dick 2 
6.200 $15,000 $16,000 $14,000 High. “Golden “Women “Wide “Mad Kiss” Jack Campbell. 
| With Byrd” | SDawn “Dawn “Raffles” Low... $6,500 where” $7,000 “Break-Up” - 
High.. atro Patrol” $21,000 $6,500 $8,500 2 
Hp ear (24 week) $19,000 $10,000 DENVER | “Shadow of “Caught “Bad as 16 
(1st week) (2d High ve Among 
ST - week) igh. . $27,700 Law Short” One” Millionaires’ | “Express Ken Taylor........ 2 
FRANCIS Big Pond “Big Pond” “Silent “Dawn Low... 7, $14,300 $18,600 $16,000 $12,500 = Gay. Mathis .....icsconed oe 
High. .$23,300 wreck) 72000 Enemy” Patrol” RIALTO “With “With “Social “Romantic 
‘ 3,900 4,7 19 
High “Golden “Notorious “Wide “Dancing (1st week (24 week) 19 
Sweeties” High “Mammy” “Arizona “This Is “Those Who | 
$5,000 igh.. ,000 $3,500 Kid” Londen” Dante” Gilbert Brown........... 
(New low) Low... 2,000 $5.500 $8,000 $5,000 Starr. 2 
‘ lyn Miller......., 2 
be KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE. ie 
ae July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 “News” Fleanor Barnes....... ee 
MAIN “Notorious |~ “Shooting “Hell’s PARA- “With “From “Border “Dawn 
Shooting MOUNT Byrd” Wyoming” Legion” Patrol” 4 
High $32,000 $24,000 $19 00 riper High. . $25,300 $11,400 $13,000 $14 400 $16,400 : 
ow... 8,000 ‘ Low... 5,000 ‘Hollywood 
MIDLAND | “Romance” | High. . $22,500 Widow* Straight? Lines 
‘pail $15,100 ° Low... 5 $10,500 $11,000 $8,500 $8,500 Variety” 2 
Ww... MUSIC “Across “Captai “ ” 7 
“Around “Swing “Cock o’ BOX World” Guard” 
igh. .$31,800 Corner” High” WwW High. .$20,000 $5,000 $6,500 $5,300 ow 
bow... 5,000 $6,100 $6,000 $5,500 4,000 
NEWMAN “Soci ITED “Big “Unhol “Unhol ’ 
w... 8 $14.200 $12 506 16, igh. .$16, ,000 $10,000 $5,300 $4,000 Columbia’ 
3. J as exploitation depart- 
Low... 4,000 Gre week) (ist week) (2d week) (3rd week) | ment was reported last eae be 
BROAD- On the “Blushing “Good “Romance” | dissolved. Now the reports that it 
i. TOPEKA . WAY Level” Brides” Intentions” $18,000 is to be expanded rather th 
July 5 July 12 78 $18,000 $12,500 Beth te 
uly uly ow... 9, 
wih a> “Fu “Shadow “Man “True Navy” ay there was a reason for 
Manchu” Law” Manhattan” and Chadwick Reopens Studi 
and and “Rough pens Studio set, which formerly occupied | bia’s office it was stated exploita- 
“With Byrd” Romance” Hollywood, Aug. 5. and more recently men had been let out because 
$4,800 <= i $5,400 $5,600 I. E. Chadwick is returning to “+ Me an oe The last outfit tain or Shine” was late in coming 
NOVELTY “Moviet picture production after being out buildi h me age atter through. 
igh. . .$3,200 is Montana “Bride of the business for several years While someone else said the low- 
7 -$3, Follies Pipa = A Moon” Regiment” years. Through a deal with Cruze, the] do is th i 
-700 | __$1.100 $2.000 $2.500 $1.100 Chadwick is resuming active con-| latter will supervise the first three | th 
trol of his studio on Gower at Sun-| of Chadwick's productions 


THIS WEEK PARAMOUNT, new 


WILBUR HAL 


LATE FEATURE OF PAUL WHITEMAN’S BAND AND “KING OF JAZZ” 


Still Playing Trombone, Violin, Alto, Cornet and Getting Plenty of Laughs With or Without Them 
Thanks to MR. PARTINGTON and MR. SAUNDERS 
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Credit Rating System in Chicago 
Working—Exchanges Dodge It 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

It appears that the CI (Credit 
Inadequate) rating plan, to give ex- 
changes the right to demand de- 
posits from eertain exhibitors and 
designed to halt offending exhibs, 
will not work in practice, no mat- 
ter how perfect in theory. 

Opening of the selling season 
finds the competition plenty stiff} 
among the exchanges, No one has 
shown any intention at present of 
sacrificing the possibility of a sale 
by arbitrarily demanding a deposit 
on CI ratings given by the Film 
Board. This is especially so when 
the exhibitor may have been an of- 
fender only with some other ex- 
change. 

There are instances reported 
where, in an effort to live up to let- 
ter of the code, but not the spirit, 
distributors have taken  exhib’s 
checks as deposit, but with a tacit 
agreement to return the check upon 
approval 
home office. 

Another angle playing havoe with 
deposit demands on CI ratings is 
the buying circuits, strong in the 
midwest at this time, 


dependent houses. In several in- 
stances when there are individual 
exhibs in these circuits with CI 
ratings, the exchanges have not 
forced the issue on the deposit, as 
such demands would make it em- 
barrassing in closing deals for the 
entire circuit, 


of the eontract by wel 


and which 
embrace a large percentage of in-| 


'BLUE NOSE JERSEY TOWN! 


GOES LIBERAL ‘SUNDAY’ 


Westwood, N. J., Aug. 5. 

Sunday shows are now permis- 
sible in this bluest of blue law 
towns, 

The new town administration has 
overruled predecessors, permitting 
both of the town’s theatres, Pac- 
sack and Westwood to give Sunday 
shows. 

Reform elements again kicked up 
plenty of fuss and threatened ac- 
tion under the archaic blue laws 
regulations, but shows were given 
in both houses last Sunday with no 
arrests nor interference, 

The Pacsack, Fox-operated, plays 


Westwood, 
plays films on a tri-weekly change. 


3 FOXES, REPAIRED, 
REOPENING IN SEPT. 


Three Fox houses, the State, Jer- 
sey City; Audubon, uptown New 
York, and the Ridgewood, Brooklyn; 
closed for repairs, are dated to re- 
open Labor Day. 

Estimated 


each house is around $150,000. 


Inside of 


your theatre will bring 
patrons from without! 


Now the spotlight is turned from 
the oxtside of the theatre to the in- 
side. Owners and managers now 
focus attention on the seated audi- 
ence ; ; ; make the interior of their 
theatre so inviting that it brings 
patrons from without. 


Comfort Brings Patrons— Patrons 
Bring Profit! 
In the competition for patron favor, 
seating can made to contribute 
definitely to bigger volume.. Show- 
men find that chairs that give extra 
comfort, bring extra profits. 


Correct Posture Means Comfort 


So, American Seating Company un- 
dertook research. Posture special- 
ists worked with engineers. Chaizs 


strating Theatre Chair No. 8136 with 
Tlustrating 36 843 


A comfortable chair of unusually attractive 
design that is meeting with the enthusiastic 
reception of theatre owners and managers. 
Specially built for maximum sound absorp- 
tion. Only one of the many American Seat- 
ing Company types and styles of theatre 
seating. = 


were built to conform with proved 
posture principles. From a maze of 
research findings, came comfort fea- 
tures that were quickly recognized. 
Roomy, luxurious chairs << ; seating 
built to fit the body—to correctly 
support the spine ; < < to give the 
utmost in easy, natural comfort 
without slumping. 


Seating and Acoustics 


Then followed acoustical research. 
It was found that seating had a bear- 
ing on the acoustics of the theatre 
+. « that properly built seating ab- 

bed sound and assisted in pro- 
pt better sound effects. Chairs 
were built that minimized reverber- 
ation, echo and hollow sounds— 
that helped sound reproduction and 
eliminated rasping noises and jum- 
bling of words. 


Reseat for Profit! 


Your theatre—reseated with these 
comfortable, acoustically correct 
American Seating Company chairs 
will prove to be a magnet of patron 
drawing power am investment 
you must eventu- 
ally make if you ex- 
pect your daily re- 
ceipts to show a 
steady, healthy in- 
crease. The facts 
are available. Send 
for free, interesting 
booklet, “Acous- 
tics and its Relation 
to Seating.” Ad- 
dress Dept. V8. 


American Seating Company 


Makers of Fine Seating for Churches, Schools and Theatres 
General Offices: 14 East Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ilinois 
Branch Offices m AH Principal Cities 


pictures on first half with vaud- | 
film policy on last half, while the} 
independently operated, | 


renovation cost for | 


| Sunday 


‘Acoustics Among the 
Improvements for All 
Essaness Houses, Chi. 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Essaness Theatres will shortly 
add two more houses, giving a ‘otal 
‘ef 11 neighborhvoders. Emil Stern, } 
active head of the circuit, contem- 
plates a sweeping renovation of all 
ithe theatres. It will include acous- 
ties, sound equipment, new mar- 
esees and general pepping up. 
Latest houses are the Madison 


Square, opening under the name of 


the Byrd Labor Day, and the Cha- 
teau, former northsile vaude spot, 
now dark. 

Essaness is changing all 
houses to four and five letter names, 


‘to get them in lights. 


144 ARRESTS 


CITIZENS 
RETALIATION 


“Sunday” Shows 


Louisville, Aug. 5. 


For 12 consecutive Sundays R. P. 
Thomas, manager of Owensboro’s 
two theatres, and a number of his 
employees have been arrested 
charged with violating the state’s 
closing law. Becoming 
piqued Thomas decided to retaliate. 
Last Sunday he and his men swore 
to warrants charging 144 members 


.of Owensboro’s citizenry with do- 
\ing manual labor on the Sabbath. 


A number of the defendants 
pleaded guilty and were fined $2 
and costs. Others asked to be-tried 
by the court; still many others de- 
manded trial by jury. 

Now Judge F. A. Roby has plan- 


‘ned to try 12 cases a day, every 


other day, from now until the cal- 
endar is cleared. 

It is understood that since gath- 
erme the evidence against these de- 
fendants Thomas has acquired a 
reserve list of some 250 more names 


| of people who worked on the past 


two Sundays and he may present 
these for action. 
ing discriminated against and in- 
ttends to retaliate to the fullest ex- 
tent, 

The manager has refused to drop 
his charges and the result has cre- 
ated a furor in Owensboro. His 
| first arrest was brought about on 
complaint of a minister and one of 
his parishoners, 


FOX NOT IN WARNER- 
COSTON CHICAGO DEAL 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 


James E. Coston returned here 
this week and entered into active 
direction of the Warner acquisitions 
in this district, which now includes 
16 houses. 

The Warners are the eight Na- 
tional theatres, Symphony and the 
Shore, Chicago; American and In- 
diana, Indiana Harbor; Hoosier, 
Whiting, Lanier in Elkhart, and one 
house in Goshen. 

The Coston office denies the re- 
ports of Warner taking over the Chi 
Fox houses. 


Arbitration in Contracts 
For Northwest Exhibs|- 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Local film exchange managers re- 
port that all ’30-’31_film contracts 
signed by northwest exhibitors con- 
tain an arbitration clause. 

As an alternative, exhibitors may 
have the option of making a de- 
posite. The 100% preference has been 
for the arbitration clause, according 
to the distributors. 

When the new contract with the 
5-5-5 clause is finally ready it will 
be substituted for the present one. 
Exchange managers declare that 
the sentiment among the exhibitors 
is highly favorable toward arbitra- 


tion. 


its 
‘men, new asst. mgrs. and all super- 


. Chamberlain 


He is tired of be- | 


30-31 Product Delayed for Indies 
Until Big Circuits Divide It 


PUBLIX EFFICIENCY 
CUTS IN HOUSE STAFFS 


Publix erders have 
gone out for a general retrenchment 
throughout the circuit. 

Cuts ordered for Publix-Balaban 


-& Katz in Chicago, slashing dis- 


trict’s overhead around $75,000 a 
week, 
The edict wipes out all carriage 


fluous personnel. 
It is reported the Chicago theatre, 


-B. & K. ace loop house, has dropped 


14 musicians in the last two weeks. 
This wipes out the oboe players, 
who had been with the organization 
more than eight years, and the 
harpist, after 10 years. The reduc- 


‘tion euts the town’s ace picture 
‘house band from a high of 36 mu- 
‘sicians in pre-sound days to low of 
men. 


Retrenchment also noted along 


‘the line, with the local productions 


at the Oriental being turned out 


‘with the absolute minimum of out- 
‘lay, both in scenic and flesh mate- 


Ky. Mgr. Turns Pinching | 
|  Tables—Started on 


rial. 


Banks Ask Chamberlain 
Be Declared Bankrupt 


Reading, Pa., Aug. 5. 
Four banks, claimants against the 
Amusement Enter- 
prises, Inec., Shamokin, Pa., have 
filed petitions in federal court in 
Scranton, Pa., asking that Lawrence 


Chamberlain is president-treas- 
urer and general manager of the 
corporation, operating numerous 
anthracite coal region theatres in 
Schuylkill and other counties. 

A similar petition has been filed 
in the case of Frank P. Llewellyn, 
secretary. 

The petitioners are First National 
Bank, of Mt. Carmel; the First Na- 
tional Bank, of Mahanoy City; the 
First National Bank, of Lansford, 
and the People’s Trust Company, of 
Tamaqua. They are owed, jointly, 
about $406,000. 


Zimmerman U.A.’s D.M. 


Fred Zimmerman, partner in the 
Dipson & Zimmerman circuit, with 
houses in New York, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, is going United Ar- 
tists as a district manager. He 
takes the post next Monday (11) 
with headquarters in Buffalo. 

His district will embrace Buffalo, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, In- 
dianapolis and Cincinnati territo- 
ries. 

Zimmerman is president and gen- 
eral manager of the Dipson & Zim- 
merman circuit, incorporated as 
Theatrical Utilities Service, Ince. 
and operating as a booking circuit 
for 200 theatres. 


“Front” Ending at Central 

“Western Front” is exiting from 
the Central, New York, Sunday (10). 
It will go into the Roxy later in 
the month. 

Roxy booked the picture for a 
showing before U opened it on 
Broadway at $2. 


J. Chamberlain be decreed a bank- 
‘rupt. 


Exhibitors are not being bothereg 
by big producer-distributor sales, 
men this year as early as in thq 
past, with the explanation advanced 
by indies as that resulting fron 
heavy theatre-buying and building 
during the last year, plus heights 
ened anxiety to set entire programg 


with large circuits. 

There has been more extensive 
selling of whole programs of °30-’3§ 
pictures between the big producere 


‘distributors than ever before and 


follows or is declared a part of the 
plan of the giant circuits to parce} 


out the country between them, 


Apparently not entirely set on 
where the product is going with the 
larger circuits and uncertain as te 
which spots each other’s pictures 


aren’t wanted, exhibs affected are 


not being offered all the pictures 

and as a result are waiting to find 

out what they are going to be able 

to buy for the coming season, © 
Exhibs Worrying 

Selling away from large circuit 
buyers are the only exceptions be« 
sides reported situations where WB, 
Par or some other company is now 
willing to talk business with the 
indie after finding another circuit 
does not want their product in 
given towns where they themselves 
(product-distribs) do not operare 
theatres, 

One exhib so situated states that 
he has been approached by only 
one salesman, with his company. 
unable to dispose of the product to 
a brother circuit in the indie’s town, 
Others are taken as still dickering 
with the circuit, laying off the exhib 
and no promises in the meantime. 


MITZI MAYFAIR 


Featured 


in 
Fanchon and 


Marco’s 


“Idea 
in Blue” 
Oakland The- 


atre, Oakland, 
Aug. 8-14 


Elsinore, Salem, Ore. 
Aug. 16 
WM. PERLBERG AGENCY 


Talking Trailer 


ON 


UNIVERSAL’S 
STUPENDOUS MASTERPIECE 


“ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT” 


Is A KNOCKOUT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


National Screen Service 


New York—1i126 W. 46th St. 
Chicago—810 S. Wabash 
Los Angeles—1922 8S. Vermont 


letter. 


WANTED, MANAGER 


For picture house, N. Y. State. Give all particulars in first 
Experience, salary, reference. 


ADDRESS R. E., BOX 100, VARIETY, NEW YORK 


DANCERS 


Featured in F. & M. “Brunette” Idea 
School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 
in “BOX 0’ CANDY” IDEA 
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Something 


Here is Why We Are Establishing A 
New Precedent in Theatrical History 
By Staging the New York Premiere of 
*““Hell’s Angels’’ Simultaneously In 
Two of Broadway’s Major Theatres 


It “HELL’S ANGELS” were to play in one theatre ONLY— 


there would be thousands of disappointed patrons daily. 


The magnitude of “Hell’s Angels” demands greater capacity on 
‘Broadway than any one theatre can offer. 


Therefore we take this means of announcing to the trade and to 
‘the theatre-going public of Greater New York that leases have been’ 
signed for both the 7 


CRITERION THEATRE GAIETY THEATRE 
Beoadway at 44th Beoadway at 46th , 


Both theatres will stage the dual Metropolitan Premieres | 
Friday evening, August 15, at 8:30 sharp, with a $2. 
per seat policy to be maintained for an extended run.’ 


NEVER BEFORE in the history of the motion picture industry has’ 
‘a production demanded the combined capacity of two theatres and 
we firmly believe that even the added capacity of the two will not be 
half adequate to accommodate the tremendous New York demand for. 


Howaed Hughes 
Geea test Picture of All Gime 


HELL’S 
ANGELS 


WHILE VISITING NEW YORK do not fail to see the spectacular electrical dis- 
plays at both theaters, totalling 28,000 square feet of illuminated sign presentation. 


SID GRAUMAN 
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GREATEST TALKING 
| HARRY MILLS 


| ica Of The Seattle Star Said: 


“HELL’S ANGELS RECEIVED THE GREATEST RECEPTION EVER ACCORDED A 7 
PICTURE IN SEATTLE. it stands alone as the ONE air picture in which NO FAKED SCENES i Ni 


4a 
or miniatures were used. cA 


RICHARD E. HAYS 
Of The Seattle Times Said: 


“HELL’S ANGELS STANDS ALONE. It’s wings carry it to dizzy heights in a record of 
aerial warfare that for thrills and daring and magnitude will remain for some time to’ come.. ? 
. Howard Hughes has achieved the limit in thrills and spectacle.” “t 


Still playing to capacity at Grauman’s Chinese Thitr 
with an actual gross of $47, 


This astounding gross has been made in the face.of hey 
and during the worst theatrical slump in years. Itite 
which has played the greatest pictures of past yer 
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WE 
EVER PRODUCED 


EVERHARDT ARMSTRONG 
Of The Seattle Post-Intelligencer Said: 


A Inuis DRAMA OF COMBAT ABOVE THE CLOUDS DWARFS THEM ALL. IT IS 
NES To JUST A PICTURE ...1IT IS AN EXPERIENCE. The great air battles set ‘Hell’s 


Angels’ apart from all war pictures ever turned out.” 


| of | MAYOR FRANK EDWARDS 
Of Seattle Speaking For The City Said: 


I“HELL'S ANGELS SURPASSES ANY PICTURE SEATTLE HAS EVER SEEN.” 


me.. 


 Thitre, Hollywood, after breaking all house records 
f $17,888.50 for ten weeks. 


yf h§ weather, nineteen hundred miniature golf courses, 


it teaks all previous records of this famous theatre 


ideal seasons and under favorable conditions. 
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GRUMPY why piace to hide himself “as butler to| CHEER UP, AND SMILE 


(Continued from page 21) 


ant surprise and all that, but what 
problems Paramount will experience 
with this negatively titied talker for 
the general flap and moron draw is 
something which only the key ana 
division managers will observe in 
short order. 

It’s going to be a tough nut. As 
a title it’s without allure. “Grumpy” 
is negative as a monicker. 

A flash at the cast discloses a 
100% personnel of unknowns with 


the possible exception of Paul 
Lukas, Par stock trouper who's 
done mild menaces before. So, with 


the unknown (to the screen) Cyril 
Maude for its satellite, a forbidding 
title and a play that can only con- 
jure up musty thoughts, its box- 
office fate is in the balance. 
Direction is legit and intelligent; 
casting superb; technic without 
fault. Abel. 


LITTLE ACCIDENT 


Universal production amd release. Com- 
edy drama adapted by Gladys Lehman from 
similar titled play. Directed by 
William James Craft. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., and Anita Page featured. Roy Over- 
baugh, cameraman. At R-K-O Globe, New 
York, week Aug. 1. Running time, 82 
minutes. 

Norman......-+++«-Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 


Page 
Madge Sally Blane 
Monica. Pitts 
Deri. Marsh 
Gilbert... oe Karns 
Rudolpho Amendelara......Henry Arietta 
Mrs. Stedman 
Mr. Overbeck....-. Albert Gran 
Dr. mera Cestl 
Miss Bertha Mapn 
Miss Clark..... Short 


Mrs. Van Dine. Farley 


A lightweight farcical comedy 
that will please the mammas and 
their young daughters of the neigh- 
borhoods. It won't get the in be- 
tweens or the men. This can’t hold 
up in the de luxers. There's not 
enough substance to it. ‘Tightened 
up to 65 minutes a better total may 
be gained. 

“Little Accident” is an incubater 
analyzer. That will please the wo- 
men to a certain extent, even if 
there is too much even of that. It’s 
wound around rather a good story 
If there had been more of the story 
and less of the tiresome funny~mo- 
ments, that also would have helped. 

Most of the heavy handed fun is 
in a maternity hospital. Much of 
it has been used in other ways and 
pictures. Here it is though that 
Slim Summerville is outdistanced 
for laughs by Harry Armeita, the 
latter as an Italian, waiting to hear 
about his sixth-born. 

Babies and babies, as you see 
them in the incubater cages at 
Coney Island, are displayed, prob- 
ably cute enough as babies, but that 
baby thing is gone into so strongly 


Theatres 
Unit 


buxom girl as Anita Page is never 
cameraed. You just know he did, 
and his wife annulled the marriage, 
also for some unknown reason, then 
had a baby without informing her 
ex. 

The ex by that time had become 
engaged to Sally Blane, in his set 
and the country, When Fairbanks 
received word there was something 
doing at the maternity hospital in 
Chicago, he and his over-zealous 
friend, so over-zealous he was never 
funny, Roscoe Karns, went to the 
hospital, 

There the tiresome comedy start- 
ed. The new mother had decided 
to abandon her baby to adoption 
and her ex was only needed to en- 
sure physical condition. Then both 
wanted the baby so they remarried 
to settle that, but meanwhile gave 
SaZu Pitts as a nursemaid a chance 
to get in a couple of real laughs. 

There's a girl in this picture, Joan 
Marsh, who plays Doris, the sister 
of Fairbanks’, and’ not only is she a 
looker, but seemed full of vivacity 
that she had to suppress at a break- 
fast table. 

If anyone thinks 82 minutes is the 
proper time for this film, they 
should be made to sit through it 
twice. Cut down and pieced in with 
R-K-O combo bills in the new R- 
K-O-U product agreement, neither 
R-K-O or U will regret it. For the 
combos R-K-O can use it for first 
runs, 

This is the kind of a scrip that 
must have read as with extremely 
funny possibilities. It just didn’t. 

Among others in the cast are 
Myrtle Stedman, Albert Gran and 
Bertha Mann. With young Fair- 
banks giving rather a good perform- 
ance, although he and Karns got a 
terrible start with that milk wagon 
at the opening. Sime, 


GIRL IN THE MOON 


(Silent) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa (Germany) production, released in 
England by Gaumont (British). Directed 
by Fritz Lang from story by Thea Von 
Harbou. In cast: Willy Fritsch, Gerda 
Maurus, Gustl Stark-Gstettenbaur. Length, 
11,141 feet. Running time, 146 minutes. 
Censor’s certificate ‘‘U.’’ Reviewed at 
New Gallery, London, July 22, 


Fritz Lang, who made this one, 
produced “Metropolis,” a smash 
here, and “The Spy,” which although 
it went big in England, meant 
nothing in the States. 

This latest specimen carries on 
the Lang tradition of producing 
films in which mechanical interest 


is paramount. “Metropolis” ex- 
ploited the mechanisms of the 
future; “The Spy,” the gadgets of 


in the Moon” dealing with that 
scientific toy, the Space Rocket. 

As picture material the film 
doesn’t spell audience here. Of its 
11,000 feet, about 5,000 could be re- 
moved with editing, and it might 
then hold entertainment. As it is, 
it winds ponderously on, between 
lengthy sub-titles, and the only two 
kicks it contains—the scenes when 
the rocket starts for the moon and 
the sequence when it leaves for 
earth again—are forgotten in a 
welter of hokum melodrama. 

Story, dealt with in detail at the 
expense of sustained interest, tells 
how a financial gang, anxious to 
get gold cut of the moon, force two 
scientists to make the journey un- 
der their orders, carrying an agent 
of theirs with them. After a fight 
on the moon, in which the agent is 
killed, one man has to stay behind. 
When he watches the rocket soar- 
ing back to earth he finds the girl 
who accompanied them has also 


stayed behind, just to experiment 
with a lunar honeymoon. 
Wealth of incident gives the 


players little chance. Willy Fritsch 
does nothing to improve his rep. 
Gerda Maurus, the girl, is just on 
the screen, 

Picture may have some title value 
in unwired halls here, particularly 
if the “Metropolis” angle is stressed 
enough, but as entertainment on its 
own ground it doesn’t mean much. 
Production is very ambitious, and 


& | the mechanical gadgets are unfail- 


Chap. 


ingly fascinating. 


melodramatic crookdom, “The Girl} 


First National production and release. 
Directed by William A. Seiter. Starring 
Dorothy Mackaill. Based on A. E. W. Ma- 
son’s Story, *“Green Stockings.”’ At Strand, 
New York, week Aug. 1. Running time, 70 


minutes. 
Colin... . Mackaill 
Colonel Smi Rathbone 


Gillingwater 
Aunt Fitzroy 
Bobby Anthony Bushell 
MArtin Wilfred Noy 


Light, sketchy, pitter-patter story 
for the screen. Well cast, but me- 
chanically directed. “The Flirting 
Widow,” an exaggerated title for the 
original story’s “Green Stockings,” 
slim for the key houses and really 
built for entertaining in the neigh- 
borhood theatres. 

Old Man Faraday believes the 
oldest daughter should marry first. 
Celia, the eldest, unknown to all but 
Aunt Ida, frames it so that Evelyn 
and Martin can beat. her to the altar. 

Writing to one Colonel Smith, 
supposedly a mythical character, 
Miss Mackaill gets a series of laughs 
by her nicknaming him Wobbles. 
Audience, in on the secret with the 
aunt, is interested when the live 
Smith gets the first letter, one 
mailed unintentionally. Then Celia’s 
trick of inserting a death 
about Smith in the paper and her 
feigning sorrow gets another rise. 

When Smith shows up, along with 
a course of mathematically timed 
and correct coincidences, he auto- 
matically falls into line and poses as 
a fellow buddy of the “dead” officer. 
There is a certain amount of fun in 
the masquerading of Rathbone and 
Mackaill. It’s a little too long and 
too bromidic of dialog to pack the 
laughs which a situation of this 
kind should. 

Emily Fitzroy, as the aunt, pro- 
vides one of the most comic mo- 
ments when she downs a goblet of 
spirits and goes through the lurch 
routine. 

Love interest, despite the reach- 
ing situations, comparatively slight 

Waly. 


Lord Richard 


in the Pantry 


(ENGLISH MADE) 
(All Dialog) 


London, July 25. 

Twickenham Film Studios’ production; 
Warner release in England. Directed by 
Walter Forde from stage play by Sidney 
Blow and Douglas Heare. Stars Richard 
Cooper. In cast: Derethy Seacombe, Mar- 
porite Hume, Leo Sheffield, Viola lLyel, 
Barbara Gett. Recorded RCA Photophone. 
Length 7,981 feet. Censor’s Certificate 
“U." Running time 85 minutes. Reviewed 
New Gallery, London, July 24. 


This one is distinctly over the 
level of the average British talker 
and should prove a sound comedy 
investment on this side, particular- 
ly if musically supported with 
shorts. From the American angle 
picture seems rather a doubtful 
starter, as its comedy element may 
prove to be alien to audiences in 
the States. 

The humor here—and there’s 
plenty if you like it—conforms to 
the English “silly ass” stage tradi- 
tion, which means to say the hero’s 
a clown who gets involved in a long 
run of preposterous situations, and 
who babbles in an alleged Oxford 
accent. If an American audience 
can stomach the long vowels and a 
leading man whose chief ability is 


they’ll give in. 

Production ranks high among 
home-made talkers. - Walter Forde, 
who came such a cropper with “The 
Last Hour,’ recaptures the reins 
here and has done a workman-like 
job which puts more comedy into 
the picture than the bare dialog. 
Recording and photography very 
good, and a travelling microphone 
makes good use of a crazy direc- 
tors’ meeting for smart technical 
effects. 

Story is typical stage farce. It 
tells how a Lord, in financial 
trouble, lets his Mayfair house to 
a@ young widow. Later he imagines 
himself to be involved in some 
phoney finance, hears a warrant is 


out for his arrest, realizes the best 


to tumble in and out of trouble,. 


the new tenant. 

Adaptation has taken full advan- 
tage of the original farce, and the 
lines are very good, in accordance 
with the type. Picture sags some- 
what in the middle, losing its ear- 
lier kick, but picks up again at the 
end. If it’s marketable in the 
States, some cutting around the 
middle would improve the punch 
power. 

Richard Cooper. has his usual 
silly fop role as the hero, and stut- 
ters his accentuated lines effective- 
ly. Whether he shows the person- 
ality to carry the romantic vein as 
well as the comedy is another mat- 
ter. Best performance is Leo Shef- 
field, who troupes as the choicest 
talker butler seen for a long time. 
Dorothy Seacombe and Marjorie 
Hume as not too well cared for by 
the camera, which has a lens for 


Ceoper most‘of the time. Chap. 
THE BREAK UP 
(Synchronized) 

Lecture film produced by Capt. Jack 


Tioberison, Talking Pictures Epics re- 
lease. Score by Nathaniel Shilkret orches- 
tra. At Columbia, New York, hulf double 
bill, one day, July 29. Running time, 52 
minutes. 


This film is accompanied by a 
canned monolog delivered by Capt. 
Jack Robertson, the maker. it 
deals with wild lands of Alaska 
around the Yukon, Bering Sea and 
the mountain ranges, including the 
“Valley of 10,000 Smokes.” For the 
commercial theatre it’s at least 20 
minutes too long, Cut, it might 
make an impressive pictorial treat- 
ise to add to a robust comedy film. 
Principally for .the museums and 
educational institutions in its pres- 
ent stage. 

There may be one or two shots 
that have never been cameraed for 
screen exhibition before, but a good 
many of the views have been wit- 
nessed time and again in newsreels, 
including even the salmon spawning 
and the “Valley of 10,006 Smokes,” 
as well as the ice break. 

A tribe of Alaskan Eskimos 
shown. Much of the photography 
is concerned with the relief of the 
country. Some of the native ani- 
mals, such as the black and brown 
bears, porcupines, red squirrel and 
moose, glimpsed, and the country 
around Mt. McKinley. 

“Valley of 10,000 Smokes” is a 
region about 20 miles long and 
about 12 miles wide, once a fertile 
plateau, but laid waste in 1912 by 
the violent earthquake of Mt. Kat- 
mai. It hurled lava for hundreds 
of miles around and left a smoul- 
dering hunk of country of 53 square 
miles that’s still burning. 

Some of the natural coal regions, 
where scientists have figured lies 
sufficient coal to supply America 
for the next 5,000 years, are also 
seen. Some of Robertson’s trip was 
made overland and some by boat or 
raft. Most of the time he is shown 
just with his dog, “Skooter,” which 
gets screen credit. “Skooter” looks 
like a wire-haired terrier. Alto- 
gether, the picture is supposed to 
be a round trip through this par- 
ticular country. 

Robertson also makes some map 
explanations. 


West of the Rockies 


J. Charles Davis production. Released by 
Exhibitors Film Exchange. Directed by 
H. B. Carpenter. E. L. McManigal, pho- 
tegrapher. Featuring Art Mix, Fontaine 
La Rue, Ione Reed and H. B. Carpenter. 
At Stanley, New York®, one day, Aug, 1 
Running time, 63 minutes, 


Plain lousy. No good for any 
house. 

Cheap indie western, and attempt- 
ing to use dialog, no less. It would 
have been bad enough as a silent. 
Recording system used not credited, 
but it is worse than the worst. 
Appears as though talk was dubbed 
after first being shot as a silent. 

As for the acting, it’s from the 
time when the cry “Unhand her, 
villain,” aroused cheers. The vil- 
lain sneers, the hero poses, and the 
father pats the boy as the femme 
lead looks like the boy’s grand- 


mother trying to be young again. 


(With Songs) 

Fox preduction and release. Dire: 
Sidney Lanfield. Story by Richard Connett. 
Adaptation and dialog by Howard J. Green: 
Lyrics and music by Jesse Greer and Ray 
Klages. Featuring Dixie ee, Arthus 
Lake, Olga Baclanova, Charles Judels ang 
“Whispering” Jack Smith. At Loew’ 


York, one day, July 30, as haif 
feature, time, 


A frothy and entertaining littig 
musical programmer. Story is di. 
vided between rah-rah life on the 
campus grounds and life in a night 
club and broadcasting station. Ng 
doubt about it being a silly yarn, 
especially the college scene, but in 
spite of that it pleases on a small 
time scale because of its youthful 
and 

ome day may be a 
ture of college life which is Fes. 
ible and runs true to life. This one 
is a farce. 

Boy drifts to New York where 
he knows “Whispering” Jack Smit 
as he is called by name in the pie. 
ture, who is appearing in a clasg 
night club. Smith gets the boy a 
job as drunimer with the band, 
During a hold-up in the broadcast. 
ing station, Smith is knocked cold 
and the gunmen force the boy to 
yodel. He becomes an overnight 
sensation. 

Brings his girt te New York and 
plans to marry her. French pro- 
prietor of cabaret fears he'll lose 
the singer and frames him with 
another woman, who turns out te 
be Frenchie’s own wife. ; 

Arthur Lake is the . - Ad 
college boy he carries Vinee a kid 
of 12. Altogether too saccharine, 
Toward the end the mush begins ° 
to go against the grain. Sings faire 
ly well in a sweet alto tenor. 

Jack Smith does some vocalling 
of his own, but not as much as a 
warbler of his caliber should. Dixie 
Lee plays opposite Lake and looks’ 
real nice. Miss Lee, however, is a 
hot singer but here wasn’t given 
the opportunity to strut her stuff, 
Olga Baclanova is the femme men- 
ace. A shame to waste a woman 
of Miss Baclanova’s talent in a pin 
head role like this. 

Charles Judels, as the excitable 
comedy Frenchie, stole the picture, 
Four songs. None mean anything 
except one, seemingly titled “Whera 
Can You Re.” It’s a pleasing tune 
and is being heard quite frequently 
over the air. 


MEN ARE LIKE THAT 


Paramount 


production and _ release, 
Starring Hal Skelly. Directed by Frank 
Tuttle. Cast includes Doris Hill, Charles 


Sellon, Clara Blandwick, Morgan Farley, 
Helene Chadwick, William B. Davidson, 
Eugene Pallette and yeorge Fawcett. 
Based on the play, “The Show-Off,” by, 
George Kelly. Adapted by Herman J, 
Mankiewicz. Scenarist, Marion Dix. 
Photographer, A. J. Stout. At Loew's 
New York, N. Y., one day, Aug. 1. Rup- 
ning time, 57 minutes. 


From all appearances this screen 
product seems to kave followed the 


FLORENCE ASTELL 


FANCHON-MARCO 
FEATURED SINGER 


‘GEMS and JAMS’ 


Beatrice Franklin 


FEATURED SINGER 


‘GEMS and JAMS’ 


FANCHON-MARCO 


PRODUCTIONS 
BXPLOITA TIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


"COSTUMES 
BW. 40 ST. Seq 


— 


THIS WEEK 


Thanks to his sponsor, Mr. Jack Partington 


EDDIE STANLEY 


HEADLINING 


(AUG. 1ST) 


PARAMOUNT, 


“HIGH SPEED” PUBLIX UNIT 


IN ADDITION TO M. C.’"ING—Really directing band—Working with line girls—Doing straight for Wilbur Hall--A few dramatic 
moments and getting a few laughs with my comedy act next to closing. AM TAKING IT EASY. 


My Manipulators: LEDDY & SMITH 
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“The Show-Off,” from 
ase’ gt taken and written by 
> at Kelly, but it does not by any 
ons to compare with the, 

recreative Jaughter that 
t have rocked the original play 
po was good enough to stay on 
t starte n e 

ka wher The film char- 


f 1924. 
Beare Show-Off is too gross 


acter of 

ration to be taken as good 
on emainment. That leaves it for 
qhe grinds. 


film Hal Skelly is an actor 
a isn’t meant to be. Which 


he 
oeenence is another way of saying 
Skelly still is the song and dance 


and throughout the film little 
offered in the way of first-class 
entertainment or exploitation. 
Looks like what slapped this one, 
jdes spotting Skelly in a role 
qhat didn’t fit, was the adaptation. 
ft is too literal. One or two spots 
are funny in themselves, but in the 
majority of the dialog even the 
ple words and phrases seemed 
too big mouthfuls for a character 
like Skelly to chew. 

Story is simple and the film gets 
fhe expected ending,and sudden, but 
gudden enough to bring relief from 
a characterization that must un- 
goubtedly get as boring as the char- 
acters in the film are supposed to 
get from the meaningless chatter 
ef the “show-off.” Instead of bor- 
ing, the audience ought to be bowl- 
fng over with laughter. 

Story is of a fellow who talks 

away and free regardless. He gets 
a tiny, sensitive and well-dressed 
looker to fall for him. His family 
eah’t stand and nobody else can 
‘pear him, but the girl loves him. 
On a salary of $32.50 per week he’s 
eonquering the world and knows 
everything. 

But just when “Sic transit gloria 
mundi,” so to eak, the Show-Off 
talks himself into a happy ending 
by getting patent lawyers to raise 
the ante on his mild-looking broth- 
er-in-law’s invention. So everybody 
ean live off the kid brother-in-law 
the guess. 

Just a case of trying to make 
things too real and forgetting song 
and dance. 


Children of Pleasure 


(With Songs) 


M-G-M production and release. Directed 
by Harry Beaumont. Cast includes Law- 


vence Gray, Benny Rubin, Helen Johnson 
and Wynne Gibson. Play and dialog by 
Crane Wilbur. Scenario by Richard 
Sehrayer. At Loew's New York, N q 


@ne.da, Aug. 4. Running time, 68 min- 


utes, 


When Crane Wilbur wrote this 


one he didn’t compose anything 
original except the title, and even 
there the thought is old. It’s best 
place on the uouble feature layout. 

The film has to do with Tin Pan 
Alley and one of its song writers. 
Usual music, frustrated romance, 
Jewish biz partner and some dialect 
comedy plus dancing girls. Maybe 
there is a spot where this can be 
used singly. 

What the exhib gets in exploita- 
tion material is the title plus a 
couple of cast names. Beyond that 
he’s got to recall what happens to 


talker musicals without a good 
story and mostly crowd shots with 
no action. 

This film a year back would have 
been hailed as good theatre metre. 
The nub is that it’s out of date. It 
bears all the marks of having been 
built for the novelty era. About six 
or seven songs in the picture. Some 
of the titles sounding like “I’ve Got 
Girl Trouble”; “Brighter Things in 
Life,” and “Raisin’ the Dust.” 

Main fault with them is that 
they’re too wordy. The music is 
okay, although not powerfully 
fetching. 

If recollection has served right, 
this film ‘has been playing around 
the sticks for a couple of months 
and this grind performance at 
Loew's, New York, is its first in the 
metropolis, 

Where the customers will mostly 
look to for satisfaction, the prize 
goes to Benny Rubin, whe offered 
the only comedy relief. But the 
dialog given him was n. g. It was 
=. dialect that saved much of the 


The others work along vaudeville 
style—mostly talk and no acting. 
This may be more harsh than it 
really is, but about the only way 
the comparative values can be 
handed out. 

Lawrence Gray is a song writer. 
He was formerly a vaude actor. He 
and his former girl partner now 
work for the same Jewish song 
publishing house. Takeoff on a song 
publisher is all wet. Meant for 
comedy and didn’t get. 

Gray meets a beautiful blonde ac- 
cidentally. He goes for her, Then 
he meets her formally and romance 
is cooked up. The girl is society 
and a flitter. At the elimactic 
spot when the big wedding is being 
rehearsed Gray blows up. He has 
found the blonde deesn’t mean love 


—reat love. He goes on a bat and 
right back to his forme. vaude 
partner. 


Fadeout is Gray running after the 
latter girl. 


Panhandling Guide 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

New way has been found 
here to check up on which way 
the film business is going daily 
—to the Penn or Stanley, 
town’s leading houses and a 
block apart. 

There are a couple of crip- 
pled panhandlers who have 
been mopping up here all sum- 
mer. When they’re stationed 
in front of the Penn, that 
house is doing the biz that 
day, and vice versa. 


16 L. 1. HOUSES MERGE; 
2 CIRCUITS, EACH OF 8 


Prudential Operating Corporation 
and the Playhouse Operating Com- 
pany, each controlling eight thea- 
tres in Long Island, have merged. 
Deal includes the two Playhouse 
theatres in suburban New York; in 
Mamaroneck and Rye. 


Both companies maintain separate 
offices but shortly both will be un- 
der one roof and have a new corpor- 
ation title. 

The Prudential Long Island thea- 
tres in the deal, with the same 
names as the towns they are in, 
unless otherwise noted, are: East 
Hampton; West Hampton; Plaza 
and Granada; Patchogue; Sayville; 
Bay Shore; Babylon and Amityville. 

Playhouse theatres a. at River- 
head; Hicksvinte; Floral Park; Bel- 
rose; Hollis; Belair; Plaza, South 
Jamaica and the Park South Ozone 
Park. 

The deal leaves but a smattering 
of indie theatres scattered through 
the Long Island region. Of the 
merged 16 theatres but two play 
vaudeville; Granada, Patchogue, and 
the Bay Shore. 


Mansfield at H. 0. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Jack Mansfield, representing Fox 
West Coast in the Kansas and 
Rocky Mountain territory, has been 
recalled to the home office. 
He is in his former post of as- 
sistant to Harold B.. Franklin. 


+ 


EXHIBS. REP. ON LABOR 
IN CHI, ACTS ALONE 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

With Tom Maloy, Chicago’s most 
powerful union man, head of the 
operators’ local, now in England, 
shaking hands with the King anda 
making speeches, Jack Miller, head 
of the Exhib Ass’n. is trying to 
make hay. 

Miller has demanded a cut of two 
men to one in the booths, saying 
that the houses can’t operate and 
will elose. Not unusual statement, 
but with houses closing plenty at 
present because of the heat, an- 
nouncement got some space in the 
dailies. Contract expires Jan. 1932. 

Miller went into this on a lone 
hand. According to the insiders, 
Miller should have called in Aaron 
Saperstein, who, as head of the 
linois Indie group, controls some 
120 houses. 

Meanwhile, Ralph O’Hara, Maloy’s 
assistant, is apparently threatened 
with a ride. Somebody sent anony- 
mous letters to the dailies asking 
them to warn O’Hara not to accept 
any. invitations to play golf over 
the weekend. O’Hara later stated 
he had rec ived four invitations to 
golf that weekend, 


No Fox Sales in N. J. 


With the negotiations near closed 
for Fox to sell three theatres in its 
Jersey territory, the Westwood, Bo- 
gota and Leonia, deal was called 
of by Harry Arthur. 

Arthur’s order now is for the Fox 
Jersey Real Estate department to 
hold onto all the theatres in its 


Publix Advertising Against 
Opposish Within 25-iMlile Radius 


If one indie situation invaded by 
Publix with its own house in strong 
competition with the local exhib is 
any criterion, Publix is attempting 
to protect the business of its towns 
nearby, where located not too far 
distant, by advertising those shows 
as well as programs locally. 

In one known case with the op- 
position having the R-K-O Radio 
product, Publix is using as large 
display ads as locally for another 


house in that circuit 25 miles away 
which gets the Radio pictures. The 
indie in this particular situation 
who draws from at least 25 miles 
away, is so burned up that he 
hasn't noticed the recent heat. 
Publix is similarly situated in 
many parts of the country with its 
1,560 theatres and some in towns 
nearer to each other than 25 miles, 
With franchises and prior sales ex- 
cluding certain product from Pub- 
lix, the move to advertise in one 
town the pictures it doesn’t get 
lecally, but will play in not-too- 
distant cities is seen as not only a 
blow to exhibs or opposition cir- 
cuits hit, but also as a quirk in op- 
eration that is expected te result in 
protection difficulties. 
Far Away Protection 

Whether Publix or other circuits 
getting around the protection now 
by advertising in different towns 
the shows of nearby towns will 
eventually lengthen protection to 25 
miles or more in situations where 
pinched, seems to be a question of 
considerable concern, with that the 
natural indie fear, 

Another angle likely to 
some worriment if the Publix op- 
erating trick is carried out ex- 
tensively by that and other circuits 
is the question of playdates. 

If the circuit can arrange for a 
prior playdate on product sold to an 
indie in another town where it op- 
erates, it has the jump by adver« 
tising the programs in the indie 


division. 


stronghold. 


For Many Years 
America’s Leading 
Musical Playwriter 

(Books and Lfrics) 


NNE 


Radio Pictures ‘Till ’31 


CALDWELL 


Her First Screen Child 
Radio’s “DIXIANA”’ 


Another Success 


DIALOGUE STORY 
and LYRICS 


cause 
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Exploitation!! 


You hear it now every day, everywhere 


Seventy-five years after the stage theatre started in this 


country and 15 years after the picture house commenced to 


feel its way, the show business discovered 


Exploitation! 


Explottation ts to explott, to promote, to attract atten- 


Exploitation 1s Publicity of some kind or other. 


“Variety” offers the best perpetual publicity for the 
stage attraction or act through its Publicity Campaign. 


That is weekly Exploitation. 
No theory. No guess work. Just a fact. 


Anyone’s name in “Variety” every week keeps that 
name before the entire show world. 


Special Publicity Plans 
may be contracted for in “Variety,” to place a name before 


the Show Public every week. 


These plans vary in price and may be adapted to any 
sized appropriation. Each means Perpetual Publicity, 
week by week in “Variety.” 


Details upon application to any “Variety” office 


The surest money getter, the surest salary raiser, the 


surest box office grosser, when it’s right, 1s 


Exploitation! 


“Variety” is always right for it 
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European Nite Life High Lights News From the Dailies 


By Abel Green 

This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
: lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


LONDON NEW YORK 


Latest thriller is “The Scorpion,” Three newsreel men, who aboard 
due in the out-town theatres next/the submarine S-4 were taking ie 
month and the West End in the | moving pictures of 10 men in a test 


nite spot there. A waude show on 
a raised stage with stag drinkers 
at the tables. Wine obligatoire in 
the choice locations. Later the gals 
come down and mix with the ecus- 
tomers, which are chiefly stags. 
Boys can’t make much whoopee 
with Mussolini around the corner. 


have been better, of course. The 
idea is swell, regardless. 

All happens in a cabaret, called 
Die Wunder-Bar. It’s a pun on the 
word meaning wonderful. Sid Kay’s 
Fellows play the nite club jazzique. 
The semi-villain gigolo is a swell 
type for the part. The stooges who 
make for the comedy are oke ditto. 


i In Paris, the gals look at you. In 
New York you look at the gals. 
Jn London, around Piccadilly Cir- 
cus, especially that block between 
the London Pavilion and Lyons’ 
Corner House, they do both, except- 


fall. Piece is by George Pickett, 


ing that the gals are even rougher; 
they all but assault you with their 
erude attempts at Broad wayese. 

In Vienna they sit decorously 
aloof in the coffee houses and a cup 
of coffee, not even a sandwich, and 
you are in. 

In Berlin they play the smart ho- 
tel bars. In Budapest they’re along 
the banks of the Danube. In all lat- 
ter three cities they’re smart (in 
the sense of being tres chic) gals 
and neat workers; not as crude as 
their Anglo-Saxon or Gallic sisters. 

In Rome and Milan, the same ap- 
proach as Paris and London figures. 

Berlin has the most formidable 
array of nite life yet seen in 
Europe. Nearest approach to what 
Broadway was. And as costly in 
spots. Rivalled only by London. 
Paris is cheap by comparison. Con- 
stantinople tops ’em all for the b. r. 
take. 

Berlin’s Yaterland, controlled by 
the restaurant syndicalist Kempin- 
ski, is the talk of the world by who- 
ever has been there. Contains no 
less than e'ght different nite clubs 
in one huge building. A nite club 
for every taste. You can come in 
when the doors open and play the 
nite life circuit, in as many na- 
tionalistically atmospheric rooms, 
and still not be done, if you're the 
type to sit around. There’s a Vien- 
nese, a Neapolitan, a Wild West, a 
Loewenbrau, a Turkish, a Rhinish, 
a Bavarian, a Parisian, and every 
other kind of decorative room you 
want. 

Plenty of Jollity Everywhere 


London is a washout for nite life. 
Might just as well have prohibition 
with that 12 o’clock booze curfew in 
the joints. The only exception is 
on the “extension nights,” one each 
week per joint, where you may or- 
der until 2 a..m. Otherwise you 
must have your order for booze in 
by midnight and through with it 
by 12:30; if not, it’s summarily 
whisked off the tableé. 

That means they must dash right 
. from the theatre to the nite club if 
they’re to get their orders in. 
Hence the joints try to make it up 
by a 21 shillings’ minimum supper 
tariff. That’s a guinea or over $5, 
with the wine, etc., on top of it. 

Ted Lewis doing the mass biz at 
the Kit-Cat. The Cafe de Paris 
has the class trade. Jack Powell 
was the topliner at the latter. The 
hi-hats and swells go for the jazz- 
drummer who's doubling from the 
Cochran Revue at the Pavilion. In- 
cidentally that’s a turk if ever there 
was one. Only Ada-May, Maisie 
Gay, Jack Powell and Fowler and 
Tamara sustain it. That Nikitina 
ballerina is a frost. Wouldn't get 
& job in a Publix unit. Swaffer’s 
comment about her and Rothermere 
is one of the town’s theatrical 
topics. 

Lewis is jamming ’em at the Kit- 
Cat. Has his name in lights and 
everything. First that ever hap- 
pened in staid London, they say. 
They can’t do enough for him for 
the draw he’s getting. At $4,500 
per. He’s done a miracle in Lon- 
don also, they say—the waiters 
must retire to the kitchen if he’s 
to do jazzique. He can’t stand the 
clatter of the dishes. They don’t 
love Ted for it but Col. Jones is 
Makin’ ’em behav2 and it’s all for 
the best. 

Eddie Chester and Charles J. 

hittier, the latter dusky, clicking 
in the song and dance interludes. 
Eleanor Brooks in the hosp with 
Ballstones or something; hadda be 
Carried off the boat. 

Maurice Toubas gives out swell 
string music for the luncheons. din- 
the supper tango inter- 
tangoes in London 
a ms ou as tries a tango and 
ee o' switch into the “Blue Dan- 
to get ’em out on 
n Paris, a tango gets al- 
tha ore customers on the floor 
és n fox-trots. Such are the varia- 
10ns, 
On Sundays, the town migrates 

the Hotel de Paris at Bray, 


w 
peg the peasants make whoopee 
ed's Jazzique. 


to 


Rome 


Apollo, Rome, is the high light 


This is their big moment for that 
sort of thing. The show is almost 
100 per cent. femme; they don’t 
want male talent. The talent part 
of it is flattery. So long as they 
kick their gams and wear hoover- 
ized costume, that’s all the house 
wants. 

Not in the contract, but under- 
stood that the gals gotta mix. Noth- 
ing subtle about the mixing. If 
they haven't been flashed during 
the performance from the floor, they 
come down and take tables by 
themselves. Shortly a waiter comes 
over and points at a man or men at 
another table and the gais haul 
right over. Easy as it sounds and 
simpler than that. 

Vienna 


The Viennese coffee houses are the 
payoff. They’re charming and at- 
mospheric. For an Austrian shill- 
ing (15 cents) you can sit around 
until unconscious. You nave a 
choice of 3,000 newspapers and mag- 
azines, all the latest and current, 
from which to choose your reading 
matter. 

The Viennese professional men, 
such as lawyers and medicos, even 
have such-and-such coffee house 
as the regular headquarters for busi- 
ness conferences at certain hours, 
and thusly indicated on their cards 
and stationery. 

Cheap as a subway ride for long 
endurance. The coffee houses get a 
break only through the heavy turn- 
overs; Otherwise they’d starve. 

The newspapers are badly hurt in 
Vienna by the coffee houses. People 
spend their lives reading and drink- 
ing the same cup of coffee, and 
never buy a local sheet, so say the 
Viennese pressmen. 

The gals are charmingly naive, 
and anything can happen. 

Hungaria Restaurant, on Regent 
street. London, is intercontinentally 
famous. Hungarian government put 
up £5,000, along with the British 
syndicate which put up the other 
£5,000, to start it. Only Hungarian 
wines sold here, and the ehief idea 
is propaganda. Only exception are 
the French champagnes. The Mag- 
yar wines are bought from the Hun- 
garian -state cellars, and the profits 
are split with the Hungarian gov- 
ernment. 

The maitre d’hotel, formerly at the 
Piccadilly, who is in charge, is one 
of the greatest restaurant personali- 
ties seen. A swell host. 

Rigo’s tzigane orchestra gives out 
the gypsy music. Just a straight 
restaurant. 

Carow’s 


Erich Carow, at Carow’s Lach- 
buhne, on the outskirts of Berlin’s 
rough part of the town, is one of 
Germany’s current curiosities. He 
was suddenly taken up as a sort of 


German Chaplin, although not a 
pantomimist by any manner of 
means. Just a rough-and-tumble 


burlesk comedian, with saucy lyrics 
and a German slanguage comparable 
to our own underworld argot. 

Many a native German can’t get 
some of his fly stuff, but the cus- 
tomers from the sector he himself 
originates know it full well, and they 
pack his Lachbuhne (meaning laugh 
stage) to the doors. 

Prices are ridic, but the capacity 
great. Three intermissions tilts the 
hot dcgs (wieners) grosses; also the 
beer and drinks. 

Carow’s wife heads 
troupe of 10 chorines, and the six 
acts are paid off in laughs. The cus- 
tomer pays 60 pfennigs (15 cents) 
admission, and can park from eight 
until one a. m. without buying any- 
thing else to eat or drink if he 
wants to, but no German wants to. 

“Sonny Boy” so popular that 
they’ve arranged it as a tango now. 
Heard thuslv at the Femina, Berlin. 
That’s another big multi-roomed 
cabaret, with various-scaled rooms, 
bars, ete., on three different floors, 


but all readily accessible for the 
same one mark (25 cents) admis- 
sion. 


They go Joe Zelli’s inter-table tel- 
ephone system a bit better by also 
having pneumatic messages whizzed 
across the room to the party youre 
trying to make. The phones are 
quicker and ‘handier, for the pneu- 
matiques you must go to three or 
four convenient pneumatic stations, 
where the tubes must be sent from. 

“Die Wunder-Bar” 
Not a nite club, but a nite club 


idea, is “Die Wunder-Bar,” a mu- 
sical at Die Wiener Kammerspiele 
(Vienna), which would be a swell 
bet for Broadway. It has_ been 
turned down for some reason by 
Woods and Shuberts, but latter 
may still do i Has some 
sprightly tunes by Dr Robert Kat- 
scher (who wrote “When Day Is| 


Done”), and not a bad story. Could 


a Beef Trust | 


The nite club stage is in the middle 
of the orchestra, and the patrons sit 
on the stage and around them. 


Usual props of waiters, pages, 
busses, customers, m. Cc., talent, jazz, 
band sessions, etc. 

One may go to Vienna hoping 
to hear Viennese waltzes; to Buda- 
pesth to hear real honest-to-gosh 
gypsy music; to the Blue Danube, to 
view its blueness, and finds it a 
greenish, muddy river and the native 
music all relegated to American 
jazz, with native instrumentalists 
turturing “Broadway Melody” and 
“Singing in the Rain” in the belief 
they’re playing jazz. What’s more, 
once they spot an American in the 
house, they figure he’s good for 
a bigger tip—you gotta stake the 
musickers, regardless—if they strike 
up “Mean to Me” or something like 
that. The tourist American shud- 
ders and scrams and leaves the 
larger tip getting the service idea 
pronto, but the natives don’t know 
they’d have made a bigger hit if 
they had played those Viennese and 
Magyar gypsy airs one went to hear. 
hear. 

Budapest 


One comes away from Paris to 
Budapest only to find the Parisian 
Grill putting on an awful show to a 
$3 tap at the outer window as the 
admission and couvert charge, with 
supplementary high tariff within; 
Corally’and Gerard, dancers from 
the Berlin Wintergarten, topping 
a bum show, which held Katja and 
Jassy, Sisters Aimee, Luise Mornita, 
Gyemant and Chappy, Lenke, Ly 
Astra, Bogdan Manci, Pilla Stroy, 4 
Parisian Girls (doubling as host- 
esses), Japport Rozsi, and the usual 
jazz band. 

Popular song-plugging idea in 
Berlin is the free circulations of 
song-lyric sheets at the joints. Idea 
is the lyrics’]] make you buy the 
complete song. In New York they 
jail bootleg lyric peddlers for the 
same thing. 

Berlin has plenty nite clubs, of 
all descriptions. The Casanova is 
one of the class gypperies. Many 
konditereis and coffee joints also 
here with elaborate tango and jazz 
bands. Notably Sam Wooding’s col- 
ored jazzists at the Haus Gurmenia 
near the Palast am Zoo. Himmel 
und Holle (Heaven and Hell) sim- 
ilar to the Paris Montmartre curi- 
osity tourist joint. 

Douglas Byng heads the Kinde 
Dragon Club in a hideaway spot 
in Garrick Lane St. Martin’s Lane, 
London, that gets a smart late 
crowd. Many titles seen there. 
Byng doubles from the Cochran 
Revue. He does original saucy 
lyrics in an original manner which 
might male him a huge society 
favorite in America around the Lido 
bunch, at Palm Beach and at Sara- 
toga. 


Warners F oreign Income 


(Continued from page 6) 


tween now and September are sev- 


eral. The most important is the 
Crescent circuit, of 60 Southern 
theatres, 


On Sept. 2nd, Warners fina] count 
in theatre expansion will be slightly 
over 800. It will remain at this 
| figure unti] the readjustment era is 
|eomplete. The theatre deals, other 
|than the Crescent, are described as 
|including only a lone house here 
and there. 
| Jack Warner 
Hollywood in time 


is coming in from 
to meet Harry. 


It is for a business talk. By the 
itime Jack reaches New York 75% 
jof the 30-31 production schedule 


| will be in the cans in the east. The 

main purpose of the visit, according 
to inside, is to start working on the 
|schedule for 32-33. 

Meantime data is being gathered 
|for the WB third quarterly state- 
ment, ending July 31. All of the 
| figures have not yet been assembled, 
| but Warner men say it will be a 
|good showing. The Warners’ fiscal 
|year ends Aug. 31. 


| 


Steel Pier’s “Names” 


Stee] Pier, Atlantic City, 
'third and newest theatre on the 
pier—a picture house—is playing 
“names” for the weekends and pay- 
ing heavy dough. Belle Baker is on 
| her third weekend. George Jessel at 
| $1,500 for the two days comes in 
| Aug. 16. Sousa’s Band opens Aug. 
Harry Richman follows 

| All booked via William Morris, ex- 
j cepting Sousa. 


in its 


due 


part author of “The Silent House,” 
and is being sponsored by Reginald 
Fry. Cast includes Reginald Bach, 


also prdoucing; Percy Marmont and 


Marjorie Hume, both film players. 


Daniel Mayer company presenting 
“Topaz,” with Raymond Massey in 
the lead, in London during the fall. 


A new play by Somerset Maug- 


ham is to be produced at the Vaude- 


ville next month. Ronald Squire in 
lead. 

Cast for Cochran’s “Evergreen,” 
in which Honnie Hale and Jessie 
Matthews have the leads, has been 
augmented by Jean Cadell, Albert 
Burdon and Leon Morton. Joyce 
Barbour_has a comedy role. Play 
will have a tryout in Glasgow prior 
to hitting London November. 


Revival of Oscar Wilde’s “Lady 
Windemere’s Fan” has been so suc- 
cessful at the Everyman it will be 
put on tour of the suburbs for some 
weeks. 


Syndicate now running plays at 
the Everyman has been named the 
White Fan Syndicate, Ltd. Gordon 
Harbord is the head. Unit plans to 
extend its aetivities and produce 
shows On a co-operative basis else- 
where. 


Opening of the repertory venture 
at the Embassy, Swiss Cottage, is 
fixed for Sept. 1. Six months’ pro- 
gram. 


“A Business Marriage,” by an un- 
named author, is due for London 
presentation in the fall after a try- 
out in the sticks. Edgar Norfolk, A. 
Bromley Davenport, Barbara Hoffe 
and May Whitty are slated. 


Godfrey Tearle opens in “Slings 
and Arrows” at Bournemouth next 
week. 


Sir John Martin Harvey returns 
to the London stage shortly in a 
new production of Bernard Shaw’s 
“Devil’s Disciple.” After the Shaw 
play the comeback will taper into a 
long series of items from the rep. 


Little publicity to baseball game 
at the Wembley stadium between 
London Americans and the U. 8&8. 
Naval Academy. 


H. G. Wells, author, has just 
penned a novel dealing with con- 
temporary politicians, so thinly dis- 
guised that even their names are 
quite obvious. 

Elsie Sharkie, dresser at Drury 
Lane theatre, was bound over for 
assaulting Lucien Nicholson Anti- 
one, colored actor who played there 


in “Show Boat.” 
Experiment of football under 
artificial. light—first reported in 


“Variety” months ago, is to be tried 
in London in the fall. First match 


will be at the Stadium between 
Arsenal and Glasgow Rangers, 
holders of English and Scottish 


cups, respectively. 


Avenue Pavilion, Gaumont house, 
which used td play “unusual” films 
tefore wired, is going back to its 


old love by presenting the French 


version of the British-made talker, 
“Atlantic.” 


Sherwood’s “Waterloo Bridge” is 
in London shortly, with Sey- 
mour Hicks in the leading role. 

Sybil Thorndike’s next appear- 
ance in London will be in “The 
Squall,” play which ran here two 
years back. She later stages 
“Ghosts” and a new play. 


Portland Club, leading bridge den 
in this country, has advised its 


members to discontinue the Vander- 


bili Club convention for a time, to 
allow the experiment of contract 
without agony. 


Latest all-male war play is “The 
Fifteenth Night.” Starting in the 
sticks and moving to town in fall. 


Maskelyne’s theatre, traditional 
home of stage magic, reopens this 
week after closed for some time. 
Oswald Williams is heading the 
show, which includes Clive Maske- 
lyne. 


Last act of “Sens o’ Guns” at the 


Hippodrome has been rewritten 
with Mirielle Perrey given a new 
duet. Library deal for $88,000 is 


reported for this piece. 


escape through an emergency hatch 
with the aid of the navy’s recently 
perfected artificial “lung,” ‘almost 
perished at the bottom of the sea. 
They were saved by the quick use 
of the “lung.” Newsreel men, Claud 
R. Collins, director, John Bockhorst, 
cameraman, and Arthur Fernandez, 
in charge of sound apparatus, were 
filming the escape of the 10 men 
with Lieut. Charles B. Momsen, in- 
ventor of the “lung,” when the sub- 
marine lurched to one side at a 
depth of 45 feet. Water reached the 
batteries used for the sound ap- 


paratus, releasing chlorine gas 
fumes. All quickly donned the 
“lungs.” Fifteen minutes later the 


submarine was righted and brought 
to the surface. None suffered in- 
jurious effects. 


Gilbert Miller will present Mol- 
nar’s comedy, “One, Two, Three,” 
at the Henry Miller Sept. 29. Ar- 
thur Byron in lead. 


Rudy Vallee, represented by E. W. 
Scheuing, purchased three lots in 
the restricted section of Atlantic 
Beach, L. I., for a villa. 


S. Steinberg and Louis Weiss, 
Jewish theatre managers, have 
taken over the Odeon theatre, east 
side, and will operate it for a Yid- 
dish legit. Odeon was formerly a 
picture house, operated -by M. & S. 
Circuit. 


Lillian La Monte, former show 
girl, is being sued for $50,000 fe 
alienation of affections by Mrs. Sam 
Kahn, wife of the orchestra leader. 
Mrs. Kahn has a separation suit 
against her husband pending. Mean- 
while she has had him locked up 
as a member of the alimony club 
until he pays her back alimony 
amounting to $2,250. The suing 
wife exposed some “hot” letters al- 
legedly written by Miss La Monte 
to her husband. 


Sally Phipps, Fox film actress, 
has been engaged for the ingenue 
lead in Sam H. Harris’ show, “Once 
in a Lifetime.” 


Conduits for radio and television 
installations are to be provided in 
the new $600,000 county jail at East 
View, New York. A radio set may 
be put in each cell. 


Leo G. Carroll engaged by Charles 
Hopkins for a role in Benn W. 
Levy’s play “Mr. Moonlight.” 


Blanche Ring, Jean Dixon and 
Francis Pierlot for “Once In a Life- 
time,” opening at Music Box in 
September. 


Jacob A. Weiser says his Quality 


Play Co. will do three plays this 
season. The first will be “Cross Cur- 
rents,” by I. C. Kemp and Carl 


Freybe. 


Anita Nassell, show girl, is suing 
William A. Blank, her former legal 
adviser, to recover a diamond ring 
worth $2,650 which she alleges she 
gave him to hold when Charles I. 
Seale, the company which sold her 
the jewel, brought suit to recover 
the ring because it hadn't all been 
paid for. When she met a young 
lawyer, David M. Bluestone, she de- 
cided to switch counsel and asked 
Blank to return the ring to her. 
Blank replied by submitting a bill 
for $1,500 for professional services, 
which she avers was a surprise to 
her. He stated he would return 
the ring when she paid the bill. 
Justice Strong gave Blank permis- 
sion to keep the ring until a referee 
reports on the case. 


“Black King,’ by Donald Hey- 
wood, satire on the life of Marcus 
Garvey, will have in the feature 
role A. B. DeComotheire, recently 
of “Porgy.” Play is to open on 


Broadway around Labor Day, om 


Young Amusement Co., of Gary, 
Ind., owners of the Palace The- 
atre building, is made defendant in 
a $150,000 foreclosure suit filed by 
Katharine B. Copeland of Marion 
and Alice K. Copeland Quinn of 
Miami. Plaintiffs alleged the de- 
fendant company violated terms of 


the mortgage issued on Sept. 24, 
1928, by allegedly failing to prop- 


erly insure the building and by re- 
moving equipment. 


Harry Condos, of the Condos 
3rothers, acrobatic dancers in 
“Vanities,” fell during the finals of 
the first act Wednesday (31) and 


(Continued on page 64) 
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Thursday May Become Opening Day 
For Film Places—WB's Start 


All producers with first runs on 
Broadway may go to Thursday 
openings as a regular policy as a 
result of the jump that is being ob- 
tained by three of the Warner pop- 
priced theatres on Broadway, their 
house in Brooklyn, the Globe (R- 
K-O) and the Rivoli and Rialto 
(Par and UA) when they open new 
pictures. 


WB's Strand and Beacon in New 
York and the Strand in Brooklyn 
have decided on Thursday night 
premieres for new talkers as a defi- 
nite policy, running what formerly 
was Friday’s regular feature at a 
late show the previous night. 

Through this WB is trying for a 
better publicity and advertising 
break in the newspapers, with that 
the reason for the attempted jump. 
Globe, Rivoli, Rialto and Winter 
Garden are doing it for the same 
reason, with reviews for Friday 
morning papers in some cases and 
more often for the Friday afternoon 
sheets. 

Rivoli, Rialto and Winter Garden, 
run houses, start their Thursday 
shows early in the morning. 

Though the policy has not yet 
been agreed on, it is reported WB 
may lead the way by opening regu- 
lar weekly runs on Thursday morn- 
tne. 

That would doubtless bring the 
Paramount, Roxy, Capitol and others 
to the regular Thursday opening, it 
is claimed. In former years one 
theatre has gone ahead one day 
with all others eventually follow- 
ing. This started at Sunday, when 
all houses started their week on 
that day five years ago. Last sea- 
$8 it came back to Friday, in 
which all film houses have remained 
since. 


Some transfers in the Fox thea- 
tres publicity department include 
the bringing baek from Washing- 
ton, D. C., of Nat Gerber to the 


from of Tom Olsen to help Hardie 


Ie New Makeup of Publix 


Theatre Dept., Barry Is 
Head of All Personnel 


Among the Publix theatre depart- 
ments that will get a change over 
according to inside is the front 
house division, which may go out 
entirely. 

Along with this is the announce- 
ment the personnel department is 
to be entirely reorganized. Juris- 
diction over all the personnel of the 
Publix h. o. end is to lie within the 
area of John F. Barry, present per- 
sonnel director. 

Scope of Barry’s department and 
duties has been widened and made 
bigger. Barry’s work up to now 
consisted mainly of having juris- 
diction over the theatre manage- 
ment department. In his new duties, 
Barry will include supervision over 
the hiring of the personnel not only 
in this brangh of Publix, but also in 
the advertising, booking, real estate, 
construction and maintenance as 
well as all others. 

Barry is also to be consulted be- 
fore any firing of employees or in- 
dividuals is done by departmental 
execs. 


New Loew’s Divs. 


At a meeting of Loew managers 
held July 31, two new district divi- 
sions were created, Yorkville and 
Harlem, New York. 

D. S. Barreca, formerly manager 
of Loew’s Orpheum, is in charge 
of Yorkville, Jersey and Westches- 
ter houses. Larry Beatus, manag- 
ing out of town theatres for Loew 
for 19 years, Was made supervisor 
of Harlem. 

Allen D. Robertson, transferred 
from Loew’s 175th Street to the 
Orpheum; Dave Rosen from Loew's 
Rio to Loew’s 175th Street; and Al- 


Meakin 


bert H. Rosen to Loew’s Rio. 


Building Them Cheaper 
But Oftener in So. Calif. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Permits for the construction of 
amusement buildings other than 
theatres increased 64% in Los 
Angeles in 1929-30. 

Permits for picture studio build- 
ings and picture theatre buildings 
showed increases over the previous 
year. 

More height-limit construction 
than ever is scheduled for 1930-35, 
the building program calling for an 
expenditure of $125,000,000 accord- 
ing to a private survey. 

The $20,900,000 announced private 
building work in Los Angeles in- 
cludes: 

Los Angeles Garden (auditorium), 
$7,300,000. 

Fox theatre and office building, 
$1,250,000. 

Warner Brothers theatre, Wilshire 
and Western, $2,500,000. 

The $80,274,000 listed in Southern 
California includes: 


Chotiner theatre, Pasadena, 
$400,000. 

Civic auditorium, Pasadena, $1,- 
200,000. 


Rose Bowl reconstruction, Pasa- 
dena, $200,000. 


Fox theatre, Santa Barbara, 
$250,000. 
College auditorium, Claremont, 
$650,000. 


High school auditorium, San Ber- 
nardino, $110,000. 

Neptune pier, Long Beach, $1,- 
000,000. 

Neptune pier concessions, $1,- 
000,000. 

First National studio improve- 
ments, Burbank, $3,500,000. 

M-G-M studio improvements, 
Culver City, $1,000,000. 


Warner Brothers theatre, San 
Pedro, $400,000. 
Fox West Coast theatre, San 


Pedro, $500,000. 


Bronx Cut Battle Off 


Bronx price war that recently 
snapped between Loew’s and Fox, 
is due for a layoff a couple of weeks 
owing to the closing of the Fox 
Crotona for repairs. Crotona due 
to shut Aug 5, reopening Aug. 29. 

Lowe’s is charging 20-25 matinees 
and 25-30 evenings. Crotona gets 


10-15 matinees and 15-30 at night. 


Canada Music Tax Being Fought a 


Try to Protect Exhibs 
Of Illinois Without 
Arbitration Boards 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

To iron out offenses in violations 
of contracts on the part of ex- 
changes, buying circuits and the 
several exhibitor organizations are 
making demands for the protection 
of the exhibs in the absence of 
arbitration. 

Trying to obtain some sort of 
damages in instances where ex- 
changes furnish poor prints or 
discs, violate protection, late ship- 
ments, railroading, holding show al- 
ready paid for on account of exhib 
being behind in booking, or for 
failure to supply box office reports 
on percentage engagements. 

In the past the distributor, if 
admittedly in wrong, has made ad- 
justments only by crediting exhib 
on future shows. In no instance 
has the exchange paid cash dam- 
ages, mainly on account of the red 
tape in the New York home office 
and because of the possibility of 
the charge of mismanagement 
against the local office it the mix-up 
spreads. 

The associations in making de- 
mands realize that they cannot ex- 
pect to hold the individual indie 
exhib to the line in proceeding 
against delinquent exchanges. The 
individual exhib, if he has a case 
against a _ distributor, will o*ten 
overlook these violations, in ordsr 
that in future dealings he will be 


riven preferred bookings, good 
prints and records, and other privi- 
'eses. 

Andre Berley, one of M-G-M 


French contingent brought to Hol- 
lywood, renewed by Metro for an- 


other six months. 


Toronto, Aug. 5, 

Canadian Performing Rights so. 
ciety is having plenty of trouble 
in getting M. P. exhibitors to take 
out Performing Right Licenses. 

It is claimed that no company 
has the right to demand the inform- 
ation from a theatre that the society 
wants. Owners are advised capac- 
ity and admission prices as informa. 
tion is no one else’s business. 


The Can. copyright act requires 
all copyrighted music to be regis- 
tered at Ottawa. This was passed 
following the row with P. R. society 
six years and has saved theatres 
owners plenty. 

There are about 3,000,000 musical 
comps. Only 1,000 are registered. 
The exhibitor has no way of telling 


who owns the copyright if the com-. 


poser has vested his rights with the 
Performing Rights Society. The ex- 
hibitor here is not furnished with a 
list of copyright music; but has to 
keep a small list of all music played 
at his theatre and make a weekly 
report to the society. 

In view of the uncertainty of the 
rights of copyright music; the lim- 
ited amount ef pieces registered in 
Canada; in view of the fact that 
radio stations and national music 
exhibitions have been advised to lay 
off taking out licenses until the legal 
right to collect taxes has been de- 
termined. 


Riverside, N. Y., Fox Grind 


R-K-O turning back its lease on 
the Riverside, uptown New York 
house to Fox, will make that house 
Fox’s for straight pictures. Style 
of program not yet decided. 

Opening is scheduled around Labor 
Day. 

In going film, Fox aims to protect 
its own house next door to the 
Riverside, Japanese Gardens, also 
grind. 


ROBERT MONTGOME 


Under Contract to 


EDWARD SMALL COMPANY 


Presents 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


Current ona Future Releases 


‘SO THIS IS COLLEGE’ 
“THREE LIVE GHOSTS’ 


‘UNTAMED’ 


“THEIR OWN DESIRE’ 
"FREE AND EASY’ 

"THE DIVORCEE’ 

“THE BIG HOUSE’ 
‘LOVE IN THE ROUGH’ 
‘SINS OF THE CHILDREN’ 


‘OUR BLUSHING BRIDES’ 
"WAR NURSE’ 
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CHEAPER ‘COPY ACTS’ 


With Wealth from Oil Suddenly 
Cook and Oatman Cant Agree Now 


4 


Bob Cook and Dot Oatman have 
been partners on and off the stage 
for almost 15 years. Recently oil 
was found on a piece of Oklahoma 
land they happened to own. Over- 
night they were rich. Now the 
partnership is ended. 

Friends of the Cooks say they 
expected them to split many times 
during their married life, but it 
never happened. Now they’re rich, 
and it has happened. They are get- 
ting a Chicago divorce. 

As a vaude team Cook and Oat- 
man never reached great heights. 
They did a pleasing intermediate 
time act. Their salary never grew 
to very large proportions, and they 
were working because they had to. 
Playing a last half at the Franklin, 
New York, at the end of a tough 
season when word came of the oil 


strike. Cook and Oatman were 
pronounced the most fortunate 
couple in show business. 

$2,000 Daily 


Not long before the strike Cook 
had taken over the Oklahoma prop- 
erty from his sister. The first day’s 
gusher brought $48,000 in oil. The 
Cooks waited about a month for 
their first dividend. Since then 
they have been receiving around 
$2,000 a day, from reports. Oil is 
still coming in. 

For that last half at the Franklin 
they were paid at the rate of $300 
a week, or about $140 for the en- 
gagement. 

Bob Cook and Dot Oatman were 
married about 15 years ago. They 
had no children of their own, 
though each had one child by a 
previous marriage. Mrs. Cook 
didn’t know her husband had a 
daughter until she walked into their 
dressing room to see father one day 
last year. 

Mrs. Cook filed the Chicago 
divorce suit. It is said to have been 
mutually agreed to. 


ACTORS BEST FOR 
MIDGET GOLF GUIDES 


It has been discovered that the 
most ideal miniature golf attendants 
are actors. Actors are getting a big 
play from these sources. When an 
attendant is needed, an actor is de- 
manded. 

To be an attendant on the midget 
course one must know the essen- 
tials of the game, have personality 
and able to sell one’s self and know 
how to keep the crowd moving at a 
steady pace. 

The younger element of the pro- 
fession are well acquainted with 
golf, the other requisites course 
managers have discovered. 

Keeping the crowd moving, it has 
been found, actors can do in the 
most likable fashion. When a young 
girl makes her 12th attempt to get 
the ball in that hole and has a line 
yards long waiting, the actor can 
step, show her how to play the hole 
and before she is aware of it, the 
girl finds herself on the next hole. 
Up moves the line. 

The set-back is that the salary 
average between $25 and $35 weekly. 
Nevertheless, the courses find 
Plenty of lay-off actors willing to 
take that much temporarily. 


FOX CUTS SUPERVISORS 


Looked Upon as Useless Overhead— 
Back to the Houses 


q Fox Theatres is cutting the red 
¥ deciding it’s nix for division su- 
Pervisors, 
Execs figuring the cost of main- 
: ining supervisors of districts or 
Uupervisions in addition to the regu- 
division and district managers 
asn’t proved good biz. 
a. supervisors are to re-detailed 
le ouses as managers where feasi- 
aie Those who can’t fit, will go 


Another economy drive, 


’ Painted by Layoffs 


Eddie Parks, comedian, has 
a house in Freeport and the 
house needed a painting. He 
had plenty of paint but no 
painter. A dozen lay-offs 
were invited out to the Parks’ 
home. They were handed a 
paint brush and a pail. The 
1. o.-painters splashed a little 
white on the green and vice 
versa, but they did a passable 
job on the shack. Parks 
passed beer up the ladders to 
make the work enjoyable. 


MELANCHOLIA SEIZES 
ARTHUR HAMER, ACTOR 


Arthur Hamer, of Hamer and 
West, act, was committed to the 
State Hospital at Kings Park, L. L., 
last week. 

Hamer suffered a nervous break- 
down two weeks ago while playing a 
Brooklyn theatre. He had been 
found wandering about the street 
mumbling incoherently and was 
picked up by a police officer. Taken 
to the Kings County Hospital for 
observation, it was found the actor 
was suffering from melancholia. He 
was transferred to Kings Park for 
further treatment. 

West, Hamer’s partner, told au- 
thorities the actor had been brood- 
ing for several months over his 
wife’s death abroad. On _ several 
occasions he had failed to show for 
dates where the team was booked. 


Lioness Attacks Her 


Trainer, Bert Nelson 


Providence, Aug. 5. 

“Princess Pat,” the performing 
lioness, attacked her trafner, Bert 
Nelson, at Fay’s theatre here Satur- 
day. It was the first time the ani- 
mal had lost its temper with him in 
15 years, Nelson stated. 

His arm and shoulder badly in- 
jured, Nelson played out the day, 
but stayed outside the “Princess’”’ 
cage. Theatre permitted him to 
work with a cub lion for most of 
the tricks. 

On Sunday Nelson was back in 
the cage. 


HANLEY’S LONG LEAP 


Fall Breaker Not There in Orches- 
tra Pit at Fox, B’klyn 


Eddie Hanley, vaude comic and 
dancer, was badly hurt in a 15-foot 
fall to the bottom of the orchestra 
pit at the Fox, Brooklyn, last week. 

At one point in Hanley’s act he 
dives into the pit. When the pit is 
deep, with a hydraulic platform 
moving the musicians up to stage 
level, as at the Fox, Hanley has a 
small section of the rising pit ele- 
vated for landing purposes. 

Through an error the fall-breaker 
was not raised. Hanley, having con- 
fidently leaped before looking, went 
clear to the bottom. Examination 
showed none of the comedian’s 
bones were broken, but he was in 
no condition to continue and was 
forced to withdraw from the show. 


Dora Maughn in Show 


Dora Maughn is set for Morris 
Green and Lewis Gensler’s new 
musical starring Joe Cook, The in- 
ternational comedienne will be op- 
posite Cook. Her husband, Walter 
Fehl, also goes in the show. 

Miss Maugnn asked $1,500 from 
R-K-O and was offered $700, decid- 
ing her in favor of the show. 


Another Colored Team 


Frank Radcliffe, left flat when his 
partner, Bud Harris, teamed up with 
Sammy Van, has found a new vaude 
mate in Clarence Todd. 

They open Saturday (9) for 


R-K-O, 


COP 


Berkes and Wallace at $500 
Duplicate of Original at 
$1,250—Trahan Calls in 
Attorneys 


WOMAN’S 50% ALIBI 


Al Trahan has retained Arthur 
Driscoll of O’Brien, Malevinsky & 
Driscoll, to seek to restrain R-K-O 
from booking and playing the “copy 
act” now being used by the team 
of Johnny Berkes and Vesta Wal- 
lace. 

Charlie Freeman, R-K-O booking 
head, stated the copy act appeared 
to be acceptable to R-K-O on 
strength of Miss Wallace’s claim 
that she, as Trahan’s former part- 
ner, is as much entitled to the act 
as Trahan is. 

Trahan’s last vaude (R-K-O) 
salary was $1,250. The Berkes- 
Wallace copy is reported receiving 
$500 from R-K-O. 

After three consecutive years on 
the R-K-O circuit, Trahan is now 
rehearsing in the featured comedy 
part in the new “Little Show,” his 
first time out of vaude. 

Trahan and Wallace split about 
a year ago, with a year to go on 
their three-year contract with R- 
K-O. R-K-O booking office at that 
time issued a new one to Trahan, 


alone. 
Miss Wallace then filed suit 
against Trahan for her share of 


the time remaining on the original 
contract, though it had been can- 
celled by the booking office. Tra- 
han and *Wallace’s R-K-O salary 
was $650. Since the split Trahan, 
with other partners raised his sal- 
ary to $1,250. Meanwhile Miss Wal- 
lace has not managed to secure any 
considerable bookings. 


Killing Material 


R-K-O states it is booking the 
“copy act’ in spite of having play- 
ed Trahan in the same routine for 
three years straight. How the ma- 
terial repeat will be regarded by 
audiences hasn’t entered into con- 
sideration as yet, apparently. 

Miss Wallace told R-K-O when 
claiming she was entitled to the act, 
that the turn was created by two 
other performers, one having sug- 
gested and conceived the character 
Trahan is now using and the other 
having written the material. 

Trahan’s reported answering ‘con- 
tention is that if the R-K-O has 
been convinced by Miss Wallace that 
she is entitled to 50% of the act, 
why not her own 50% in it and 
not his? In other words, her own 
characterization and line; but not 
Trahan’s, as now used by Berkes. 

Besides playing her own former 
role, Miss Wallace has coached Ber- 
kes, former single, in the Trahan 
part, characterization and dialog. 
Despite that, Miss Wallace is taking 
secondary billing. As now billed in 
the R-K-O theatres the act is John- 
ny Berkes with the “with Vesta 
Wallace” added. 

When Berkes Squawked 

Not so long ago Johnny Berkes 
rated a how-de-do over his squawk 
that Fuzzy Knight had copped “the 
crying baby” out of his (Berkes’) 
little stage piano. At that time 
Berkes also called upon O’Brien, 
Malevinsky and Driscoll to protect 
his material, with Knight removing 
the minor bit he was then using in 
a Broadway production, 


Pennington in Pct. Houses 


Ann Pennington is filling in as a 
stage attraction at $1,500 a week 


for Publix and Warners. 
Opened in Detroit for former this 
week, 


Revenge .. .. 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Two theatre managers riding 
in a small roadster were cut 
in on a left-hand turn by a 
Rolls. One of the burning 
managers recognized the 
driver, an actor, and shook a 
threatening fist. 

“You'll play no more bene- 
fits for us!” he yelled. 


DR. SUES MRS. J. PETTIS 
FOR “BABY” DELIVERY 


Whether an obstetrician is’ a 
“necessary,” to use the legal term, 
will be first adjudicated in the 
claim by Dr. S. Bernard Ross, the 
Hotel Roosevelt's house physician, 
in a claim for $300 against Jane 
Lynch of the Keller Sisters and 
Lynch and her husband, Jack Pet- 
tis, conductor of the Ben Bernie 
band in the trans-Atlantic night 
club on the “Leviathan.” Dr. Ross 
delivered the Pettis’ baby. 

Miss Lynch (Mrs, Pettis), better 
known as “Taddy,”’ is named co- 
defendant by Dr. Ross with her 
husband, She repudiated any re- 
sponsibility, shifting everything to 
Pettis as the solely liable person, 
under the legal belief that just as 
he would be responsible to sue him 
for bad bills for dressmakers, etc., 
he is also liable for the “necessary” 
of an obstetrician for delivering 
their baby. 

The medico’s reason for going 
after the wife is that she is al- 
legedly better responsible finan- 
cially. Retiring originally when 
getting married, Mrs, Pettis is now 
back in the Keller Sisters and 
Lynch vaude act. 

Pettis’ intermittent absence from 
New York, with most of his work- 
ing time spent on the water, dur- 
ing the “Leviathan’s” ocean voyages, 
makes his wife more responsible 
in the doc’s mind. The Hotel 
Roosevelt with another bill for $600 
is waiting for the legal adjudica- 
tion of Dr. Ross’ claim before pro- 
ceeding on its own. It develops 
from this that the Madison avenue 
hostelry maintains a separate wing 


for lying-in cases, something not 
generally known, 
The Pettis’ are not apart, ex- 


cepting by stringency of the band- 
man’s ocean duties, but other finan- 
cial claimants are said to make the 
wife a more likely party for re- 
covery. Mrs. Pettis in turn passes 
the buck to her husband. 

Abeles & Green are defending 
Mrs. Pettis. 


WOMEN FIRST 
ROOMS 
BACK STAGE 


R-K-O’s Booker on Bill- 
ing and Dirt—As Agreed 
and Ordered or Else 


Squawks over billing and dress- 
ing rooin locations and all other 
flashes of temperament by vaude- 
villians will not be tolerated in the 
future by R-K-O, states Charlie 
Freeman, 


Ail arrangements on billings and 
rooms, if any, will be incorporated 
in the contracts, and the contracted 
agreement adhered to by R-K-O, 
Changes of mind by acts and the 
yells usually following only will hit 
a stone wall, Freeman declares. 

From now on there will be no 
“No. 1” dressing rooms in the R-K-O 
theatres. Women will get the break 
on proximity to the stage. Other- 
wise one room is the same as an- 
other. The bill’s star act will no 
longer be identified by the room in 
which he or she dresses. Hence- 
forth anyone walking into the “Wo. 
1” room expecting to see the star 
ef the show is liable to run into a 
plain acrobat, if a woman, 


Unchanged Billing 


On the R-K-O four-act unit bills, 
taking in most of the circuit’s the- 
atres outside New York, the billing 
will be arranged before the intact 
opens and remain unchanged for the 
entire route. The few headliners 
played on this route, where the bud- 
gets are short, will be billed accord- 
ing to pre-opening agreement. Most 
of the shows will have time table 
billing, with three or all four of 
equal size in the print. 

When ordered to cut a dirty or 
objectionable gag or piece of biz 
by the booking office, the act must 
cut. Stalling on the slice on ‘a 
chance the “office might forget,” as 
was done until recently, mostly 
right upder the office’s nose at the 
New York Palace, will not get by. 
The crazy cutting which almost 
ruined many standard turns is out, 
however, and all eliminations are 
now Official only when okayed di- 
rect by the booking office. 

If a house manager regards a gag 
as objectionable he must consult the 


New York booking office and re- 
ceiv2 an okay before ordering it 
out. 


“The agreements we make with 
acts will not be broken,” stated 
Freeman. “We expect and demand 
they must live up to their agree- 


PIAZZA’S SALARY PAID 


Ex-R-K-O Man Going with Coast 
Picture Studio 


Ben Piazza has been presented 
with his salary up to Jan. 1, 1931, 
in bulk by R-K-O. He turned in 
his resignation last week after re- 
turning from a vacation. 

Last fall Piazza was transferred 
to New 
he was general western booking 
head for R-K-O, and appointed 
business manager in the New York 
booking office. 

Total of R-K-O’s settlement with 
Piazza at the rate of his weekly 
salary ($500), was around $13,000. 

Piazza is reported negotiating 
with a major picture company for 
a studio exec position in Holly- 
wood. He turned down the the- 
atre operating department job of- 
fered by R-K-O. 


York from Chicago, where 


Eva Clarke in Unit 
Eva Clarke, single, joined the R- 


ments as well. Anyone who doesn’t 
won't be missed.” 


“From Chicago” No 
Good Parking Reason 


Mrs. Roxy LaRocca, wife of the 
vaude harpist and a resident of 
Chicago, having sassed a New York 
cop, was given her choice of 10 days 
or $25. 
Mrs. LaRocca had driven her own 
car in from Chi and attempted to 
park in a hack stand space on 48th 
street. When a taximan objected, 
a cop came over to settle the argu- 
ment. Mrs. LaRocca told the cop 
she’s from Chicago, can park where 
she likes, and she’s from Chicago. 

Over at the station Mrs. LaRgeca 
told the lieutenant the same thing 
she told the cop. She paid the fine. 


JUST BOOKED 
WITH PUBLIX 


ANN PENNINGTON 
RICE AND WERNER 
BUD HARRIS & CO. 


K-O four-act unit in Syracuse this 
week to fill the spot originally held | 
by Ethel Norris. Latter was re- | 
leased by Ham- | 
mersterin for new musical 
Miss Clarke play out the 


R-K-O to Arthur 
“Luana,” 
will 


western route. 


ROMA BROS. 


We Book 
Every where 


JERRY CARGILL 


1560 BROADWAY, NEWYORK, 
TELEPHONE: BRYANT 0554-5 
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STEEL PIER 


ATLANTIC CITY, 


The Show Place the Nation 


A VACATION 
: FOR SHOW FOLKS 


BELLE BAKER 


Held Over for Third Week by Popular Demand 


THIS IS WHAT MISS BAKER 
THINKS OF THE STEEL PIER: 


“A word of appreciation to the management of the 


J Steel Pier for the most pleasant engagement of 
my whole career.” 
(Signed) BELLE BAKER | 
i} 
GEORGE 


TRAGI-COMIQUE 

i | LIEUTENANT SOT IS A AND A ND | 
COMMANDER HIS 


SHIPWRECK KELLY IS SPENDING THE SEVENTH WEEK OF HIS VACATION 
ON TOP OF FLAGPOLE OVER GENERAL MOTORS’ EXHIBIT ON STEEL PIER 


20 Other World-Famous Attractions All the Time 
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Minority Contract Became Valid 
When Continued After Legal Age 


A fine point in theatrical contract 
guits concerning minors is that act- 
ors under age are deemed to have 
ratified a contract if continuing to 
work under its terms, when becom- 
ing of age. 

Vale and Stewart, in their unsuc- 
cessful suit against Willie Edelsten 
and Lyons & Lyons nullified what- 
ever claims they had by continuing 
under the terms of a contract which 
they entered into when under legal 
age. That the vaudevillians went 
through with it after becoming of 
age counted mostly against them. 

Vale & Stewart, otherwise Law- 
rence Edward Quinn and Walter 
Stewart, sued L. & L. when Edel- 
sten, vice-president of the Lyons 


agency, interferred with their con- 
tract for “Artists and Models” for 


- -which show Vale and Stewart were 


all set until notified that L. & L. 
would hold them to their contract. 
When the Shuberts heard of this, 
they refused to engage the act until 
the Lyons’ controversy was ad- 
justed. 

The act alleged inequity of con- 
tract, detailing several allegedly un- 
fair provisions. Justice Collins con- 
cluded that having worked under its 
terms during their minority and also 
for a period after becoming of age, 
the allegation of legal unsoundness 
could not apply. 

Julius -Kendler 
agency. 


Ruth Russe'l Killed 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
30, entertainer at 


acted for the 


Ruth Russell, 


‘the Plantation cafe, southside road- 


house, was struck and killed Sun- 
day night (3) by a hit-and-run 
drivér. 

Miss Russell was fairly well 
known in town as singer and dancer, 
haying played numerous club dates. 


Hyde Loses Date 


Alex Hyde and his Modern Maid- 
ens, girl bani act, in off the road. 


‘After playing 11 months without 


a lay-off, it couldn’t make Loew’s 
State, New York, as.a last minute 
headliner, owing to the girls hav- 
ing gone on a fortnight’s vacation. 

Act opens week from Saturday 
instead. 


Social Show Replaces 
Publix Unit at Tivoli 


Chicago, Aug, 5. 

Publix units will be out at the 
Tivoli Aug. 15, with local B. & K. 
Productions substituted. Move cuts 
the unit time to three weeks and 
lengthens the local time to the same 
figure. 

Reason given for the move is that 
local shows, which break in at the 
Oriental, are built for heavy 
m. c.’ing, and nits are not. 


10-WK. R-K-0 BLANKETS, 
WESTERN, FOR 43 ACTS 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Western office of R-K-O is em- 
phasizing its route, and has given 
blanket contracts to 43 acts, with a 
number more listed as possibilities. 
The blanket gives the acts from 
eight to 10 weeks. 

Acts at present holding these con- 
tracts are: Dance Parade, Harrison 
and Dakin, Tillis and La Rue, Gor- 
don’s Dogs, Lee Tunis, Ruiz and 
Bonita, Harriman, Swan and Lu- 
cille, Cook Sisters, Paxton, Fred 
Gordon, Roxy’s Gang, Evelyn Dean 
and Boys, “In Havana,” Tracy and 
Hay, Wheller and Morton, Jack 
Randall and Co., Great Rolle, Anger 
and Fair, Frank De Voe, Roy 
Rogers, Rogers and Wynn, Murray 
and Allen, Robinson and DeWitt, 
Carr Lynn, Steward and Lash and 
Cavaliers, Edith Bow, Oleson and 
Johnson, Nash and Fately, Owen 
McGiveney, DeGaleos, Loma Worth, 
Joe Young and Co., Lovejoy Dan- 
cers, Stevens, Nelson and Stevens, 
Roth and Shay, Impromptu Revue, 
Ann Boland and Co., Carroll, Davis 
and McCarthy, Bob Hope, Smith 
and Rogers and Chappel and Carle- 
ton. 


Matter of Split Commish 
After Agent Quits Office 


Suit to establish whether or not 
an agent’s percentage on a split 
commission booking with the office 
he works in continues after he 
leaves that office, has been brought 
by William “Doc” Stephens against 
M. S. Bentham. 

Stephens is suing Bentham for 
$2,315, claiming that sum due him 
in commissions collected by Ben- 
tham, but not paid to him accord- 
ing to their split arrangement, from 
Feb. 1, 1930, when he resigned from 
the Bentham office, until July 8, 
1930. 

Stephens alleges that about Oct. 
1, 1928, he went to work for Ben- 
tham on a “gentleman’s agreement” 
that he was to receive 50% of all 
commissions he secured. No salary. 

Bentham, avers Stephens, paid 
him his 50% split until Feb. 1, when 
their relations were severed, and 
Bentham stopped further payments. 
Stephens alleges that from that date 
until July 8, 1930, Bentham collected 
$4,630 in commissions from con- 
tracts which he, Stephens, had ar- 
ranged. 

Stephens is also suing to estab- 
lish future commission rights on 
all contracts made by him, alleg- 
ing he arranged picture contracts 
for stars, directors, and authors 
through the Bentham office and is 
entitled to his share of commis- 
sion until the expiration of each 
contract. 

David Greenstein is representing 
Stephens. 


Toledo on Unit Route 
Another week on R-K-O’s intact 
route will be provided Aug. 30 when 
Keith’s, Toledo, opens, after closed 
all summer. 
Shows will play Toledo between 
Akron and the State-Lake, Chicago. 


Into Their Dance 


Doyle and Donnelly stepped 
into the office at 10:30 Monday 
night to say hello and good- 
bye. 

“Just imagine,” said Doyle, 
“we were up to DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson’s today to get 
that new song, ‘Don’t Tell Her 
What Happened to Me.’” 

“And they turned us down,” 
said Donnelly. “Said they're 
holding back the release.” 

“These publishers must be 
getting ritzy,” said Doyle. 

Just then a tenor commenced 
to sing “Don’t Tell Her What 
Happened to Me” through the 
not so clear, but loud speaker 
in the office. 

Said Doyle: “They must think 
a lot of our singing.” 

Said Donnelly: “We'd better 
go into our dance.” 


USE HEADLINER 
OPEN SHOW 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
What is the first local instance 
of a billed headliner opening the 
show occurred at the R-K-O Or- 


pheum Jast week when the Berkoffs, 
given headline billing, had No. 1 
position on the program. 

The arrangement was made nec- 
essary by the character of the four- 
act shuw. Don Galvan, banjoist in 
“one,” held the No. 2 spot; a play- 
let, “Any Family,” was No. 3, and 
Bert Walton, also m.c., closed the 
show. The four members of the 
“Any Family” cast appeared with 
Walton in his single act -n “one.” 

The layout did not draw any pro- 
test from the Berkoffs. 


Patients in Saranac 


Saranac, Aug. 2. 


Show people at this health resort 
at present are located as follows: 


Show Folks at N. V. A. Lodge 


Fred Rith, George Harmon, Irv- 
ing Bloom, Lawrence McCarthy, 
Vernon Lawrence, Bobby Hatz, Ed- 
ward DeCora, Val Kincaid, George 
Neville, Dick Kuni, Chris Hage- 
dorn, Ben Shaffer, Helen C’Reilly, 
Catherine Vogelle, Ethel Clouds, 
Nellie Quealy, Xela Edwards, Sue 
Naee, Lilly Leonora, Angela Papu- 
lis, Anna Mae Powers, Viola Allen, 
Eadie Voss, William Holly, Julia 
Kubas, Leah Temple, J. C. Louden, 
Mike McNamee, John J. Farrell, 
Andreas Erving, ‘'homas Abbott, 
Connie Reeves, Alice Carman, Harry 
Clark, Richard Moore, Andrew Mo- 
lony, Mae Armitege, Harry Eng- 
lish, Hans Meyer, Edith Cohen, Al. 
Pierce, Harry Namba, Dorothy Har- 
vard, Nell Gordon, Ethel Jones, 
Monroe Coleman, Tom Creamer, 
Charles Libecap, “Happy” Benway. 


Chester Rice, Santanon: Apts. 
Alice Roth, 42 Franklin st. 

Joe Reilly, =4 Sheppard ave. 
James Haegney, 6 Military road. 
Russ Kelly 19 Broadway. 

Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charles Barrett, 302 Broadway. 


All Vaude Out of Fox East Houses; 
Only F. & M. Units, If Unions Are Set 


CLUB BOOKING ‘CORNER’ 
GOES BUST IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Attempt to corner the club en- 
tertainment field by what has come 


to be known as the Goss group of 
12 agents has blown up. Their try 
to force the club entertainers to 
sign exclusive contracts, forbidding 
them to work for the other 18 in- 
dependent club agents, has gone up 
the river. 

The victory goes mainly to the 
striking entertainers, and partly, it 
is said, to the intervention of the 
chief inspector of the Illinois Dept. 
of Labor. The Goss group called 
off the exclusive contract idea. That 
announcement was folloy.ed by the 
calling off of strike by the enter- 
tainers, headed by W. C. Dornfield. 
They had refused to sign the con- 
tracts or work for the Goss agents. 

Everything appears peaceful on 
the club front at present; with re- 
ports of the possibility of a get- 
together between the 12 Goss agents 
and the 18 indies. It is doubtful 
whether anything will come of this, 
since, according te the plans, the 
combined organization would be 
merely a luncheon club affair. 

And without fights, say 
agents, why organizations? 


the 


Jamie Kelly in Again 


‘Isle of Forgotten Love,” South 
Sea comedy by James Kelly, will 
start next month. Crescent Pro- 
ductions, Harold Shaw, director. 

The author is assistant County 
Clerk of Kings County and former 
vaude performer, billed as Brooklyn 
Jamie Kelly. 


A Nut Falls 


Lew Dolgoff, one of the chief nuts 
at the Village Nut Club, is going 


into vaude. Booked with R-K-O 
through Marty Forkins. 

To not interfere with his nutti- 
ness at the nutty club, Dolgoff’s 


tour will be limited to New York. 


Edwards’ ‘Tree Sitters’ 


Gus Edwards has in preparation 
a vaude production to be named 
“The Tree Sitters.” 

It will have a company of seven. 


Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 6 Baker st. 
Al Downing, 6 Baker st. 

Walter Daley, 10 Baker st. 
Charlie Bordley, 34 Sheppard ave. 
Jim Shie'ds, 41 Park ave. 


WRITE 
To those you know in 
SARANAC 


Left Saranac 


Marion Greene. 
David Mavity. 


Newcomers 


Charles Libecap. 
Tom Creamer. 


Vaude is on the rebound out of 
Fox Theatres, with complete elim- 
ination expected September. Then 
the only form of stage show enter- 
tainment in Fox Theatres east will 
be Fanchon & Marco tabs. 

Boiled down the new policy is the 
execs’ idea of single stroking one 
of the worst operating headaches 
out of the system. 

In this way Fanchon & Marco 
will be the official and only vaude 
trademark for Fox Theatres. 

The units are to go into houses 
formerly spotted for vaude, although 
at this time Fox Theatres is ex- 
periencing a hitch on that score in 
New York territory. 

The hitch is the unions. Spotting 
of the F. &M. units into New York 
houses will depend upon the terms 
which the circuit can arrange with 
the stage unions. Negotiation to 
smooth this end out are now in 
progress, it is said. 

It’s a general round-robin dis- 
cussion among all the circuits who 
have appointed representatives for 
that purpose to talk things over 
with the labor organizations. Noth- 
ing definite has as yet come out of 
these meetings. 

Argument hinges around the sal- 
aries and the number of operators 
to be imposed on the theatres. On 
that angle also rests the Fox plan 
of spotting units into houses. 


Other Circuits 

On the analytical strain, however, 
it looks like the same proposition 
may apply to Loew’s and the other 
circuits, including Publix and 
Warner Bros. These circuits have 
dropped vaude and stage entertairi- 
ment from several houses recently. 
This has accomplished a _ corres- 
ponding cut in union help employed 
at the theatres which will come 
back with the institution of the 
unit shows. 

Based on the union terms out- 
come, Fox is planning setting back 
the F. & M. shows in 11 houses. 
These include the Academy, Audu- 
bon, Savoy, Walker, Republic, Cro- 
tona, Park Plaza, Riverside and 
Port Chester, besides the State, 
Jersey City. 


R-K-0’S CANADA DIV. 


Newly Created—L. M., Devaney in 
Charge—With F. P. C. Chain 


R-K-O has created a new di- 
vision in Canada to have jurisdic- 
tion over houses in St. Johns, 
Ottawa, Montreal, Winnipeg and 
other. cities. It will be directed 
separately from the theatres it op- 
erates in association with Famous 
Players Canadian. 

Leo M. Devaney has been engaged 
as division director for the new 
R-K-O group above the _ border. 
Devaney will make headquarters at 
Toronto. 

C. M. Robson, in eastern Canada, 
and H. M. Thomas, in the western 
territory, as division managers for 
P.-Can. remain, 


Max Silver Out 


Max Silver, assistant to John 
Zanft, of Fox Theatres, has been 
dropped from the payroll. 


Sailing For Europe 


(AUG. 16TH) 


PALACE NEW YORK 


THIS WEEK (AUG. 2) 


R-K-O Representatives—ED. S. KELLER, EDDIE MEYERS—WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


Open Palladium, London 
(SEPT. 1ST) 
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VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


August 6, 1930. 


Initial 
Appearance 


and 


‘The Unusual Dancers’ 


This Week (Aug. 2) 
R-K-O PALACE 


and both are dancers of distinc- 


inson’s stair dance.” 


NEW YORK “WORLD” 
(Monday, Aug. 4) 

“The negro dancers, Helena 
Justa and Charlie, offer the best 
brand of Harlem entertainment 
in the way of hot tap dancing. 
The former won an ovation with 
her accurate reproduction of 
Bill Robinson’s stepping. 


N. Y. “HERALD TRIBUNE” 
“Monday, Aug. 4) 
“Helena Justa and Chazrlie, 


a pair of first-rate negro dancers, 


“EVENING GRAPHIC” 
(Monday, Aug. 4) 
“Helena Justa and Charlie 


are a pair of first-rate colored 
hoofers. Helena offers some 


‘| Curtis-Wright Flying Band. 


(| tional 48. 


CARRYING HELP 
CUT CUFF 


Stenographers and other help in 
most of the .independent vaude 
booking agencies around ‘New York 


this but are taking prolonged lunch 


R-K-O is reported not exercising 
its option for 48 weeks on the 


The flying orchestra, backed by 
the Curtis-Wright people and with 
various tie-ups engineered as a re- 
sult, was booked originally for 10 
weeks with an option for the addi- 


NEW ACTS 


Bert Rome and Henry Dunn re- 
united. 

Jack Sidney’s ‘Anchors Aweigh,” 
14 people, produced and booked by 
Jerry Cargill; authored and staged 
by George Bennett and Sam Carl- 
ton. 


Steve Trumbell, press agent for 
the Chi office of Columbia Broad- 
casting system, just out of the hos- 


‘Gobs of Joy’ for Return 
Trip, After 18 St. Mos, 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Success of the Fanchon & Marco 
Idea, “Gobs of Joy,” is responsible 
for returning it for another run with 
the same cast. 

The unit already has 18 months 
to its credit, with a layoff of eight 
weeks. Pat West is featured. 


which had been the town’s only 


Hackensack. Under the new owner- 
ship the house had been sublet for 
dramatic stock which proved a bust. 


R-K-O Units in F-W-C 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Fox West Coast and Fanchon & 
Marco are dickering with R-K-O to 
book the latter’s unit stage shows 
into the Egyptian, Hollywood. 

Egyptian has’ been playing stage 
bands since the F. & M. Ideas were 
Switched to the new Pantages. Both 
West Coast and F. & M. figure that 
the Egyptian could do things with 
vaude. 

Some time ago it was ponorted 
R-K-O would build in Hollywood, 
but nothing has been heard of the 


With a cooling system, Regent, 
Paterson, N. J., reopened Saturday 
(2), with five acts on a split. 


pital followirg an operation. 


House closed early in June. 


Without locations or 


dates or setting policy, Par-Publix 


naming 


to formulate plans for establish- 
ment of a vaude department in New 
York. An exec now with the or- 
ganization and with years of vaude 
experience behind him is said to 
have been selected to take charge 
of the Par-Publix vaude, with his 
identity not disclosed. 

How the vaude will be booked, by 
whom and where are other matters 
in the dark. Vaude now played in 
a few Par theatres is booked 
through the William Morris office. 
Throughout the entire past sea- 


son Par-Publix, through its division, 
city and house managers, has car- 


vaude. Information wanted was 
whether the theatres showed a need 
for stage shows, whether profits 
could be increased along with the 
increase in operating cost by addi- 
tion of vaude, or whether there is 
more safety in continuing with eco- 
nomical straight pictures. 

The results of the wide survey are 
in, without having been announced. 
Par-Publix has around 35 houses 
now playing stage shows and acts 
in one form or another, vaude or 
presentations, 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Holding that it was a 


new title, dropping the “v 
inside of two months. 


aude” 


Theatres,” and let it go at that, 


With plenty of routeing on, 
Jimmie 
a vacation. 
| is a beehive. 
everyone 


comes to Aloz for details. 
including salaries, acts, behavior, history, etc. 


; mistake to drop the vaudeville name in 
favor of varieties as suddenly decided, R-K-O will use the designation 
of “R-K-O Vaudeville Varieties” for the time being, to establish the 
part gradually, 


probably altogether 


Joseph Plunkett, the circuit’s general theatre operator, made this de- 


add greatly to the general enter- }| Cision, figuring the immediate contemplated switch from “vaude” to 
tainment.”” “varieties” would be too abrupt. 

In referring to R-K-O’s houses, with most of them playing both 

vaude and pictures, the circuit will stick more or less to merely “R-K- 4 


the busiest man around R-K-O now is 
Aloz, who has been displaying some fright recently about taking 
His little office, the smallest in the Palace theatre building, | 

As one of the oldtimers around the booking office, nearly 
He has all that at his fingertips, 


Loew's 16 Wks. of 


Vaude—Youkers 


Wants Vaude Back—Little Else New 


Incorporations 


Schwartz, 190 Joralemon street, Brooke 


lyn. 


blatt & Hanover, 1560 Broadway, New 
York. 

Morningside Theatre, Inc., Manhattan, 
conduct theatres and similar places of 
amusement, 120 shares no par value. 
Filed by Charles Segal, 570 Seventh ave- 
nue, New York. 

Rochester Arnett Operating Corp., 
Rochester, deal in moving pictures and 
other entertainments, $10,000. Filed by 
Myer Miller, 31 Exchange street, Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 

W. and M. Productions, Ine., New 
York, conduct theatres, 100 shares no 
par value; Esther Cohen, Gerson T. Mar- 
golish, Philip S. Rivlin. Filed by Alton 
H. Zucker,. 122 East 42d street, New 
York. 

Radio Times Sales Corp., New York, 
construct radio broadcasting stations, 
deal in motion pictures, motion picture 
films; Emile Bonnot, Harold Bradley, 
J. A. Lauridsen. Filed by Meatrice 
Densen, 261 Broadway, New York. 

Monterey -ool-Rockland 
County Playground, ne., Clarkstown, 
furnish amusement and entertainment of 
all kinds, $20,000; John J. Mailamo, 
Margaret J. Mallamo, Lillian T. Mc- 


200 shares no par value; 
Charles R. Ellicott, 
Filed by William 
9 East 41st street, 


of all kinds, 
John Marsich, 
Horace E. Simon, 
Owen Van Keegan, 
New York. 

New York Hungarian Operette The- 


100 Broadway, New York. 
Change of Name 


way, New York. 


Fox Resumes Stage Shows 
In 2 Western Houses 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Fox West Coast is reopening the 
Broadway, Tacoma, and the Cali- 
fornia, San Bernardino, Cal., with 
F. & M. stage shows. 
Both houses have been without 
presentations more than a year. 


George Poli, S. C. Poli’s nephew, 
is with the Norman Jeffries (R-K- 
O) office as an agent. 


The straight picture experiment 
having failed in Yonkers, N. 
Lowe's is contemplating restoring 


are on cut salary over summer, if | second jaunt at the vaude there. No date for the re 
‘olorado, Pasadena, Modern Film Sales Corp., Manhattan, 
not on the cuff. R deal in motion pictures, plays, amuse- turn has been set as yet, but may 
Most have harkened to the siren ment places ot all kinds, 200 shares no be announced by next week, 
song of their employers, short of ‘ par value; E. Souhami, E. Gregstein, $ a? 
but k M. Gerst.. Filed by Harry Kosch, 383| 0ew's denied other New York or 
cash now. Dut promising to make ac ensac aul ess Madison avenue, Manhattan, out-of-town houses are calling for 
things right if they get a break Atlas Amusement Corp., New York,| return of vaude, stating they’'l! 
next season —— deal in plays, amusement resorts, sport y 
; ing goods, $2,500; Charles Levin, Pauline} Main in straight pictures until in- 
The gals are not being fooled on The Lyric, Hackensack, N. J.,| Greenstein, Eva Mazer. Filed by Irving 


dicating stage shows are needed. 
Meanwhile R-K-O is claiming q 


periods to look around for paying | yaudfilmer, is passing out. Site is| “ Shulrev Amusement Corp., Manhattan,| jump on the rest of the vaude field 

to go into stores and office building. declaring the drifting of leew 

— icking The Lyric, when operated inde-| Pilea by Steinberg & Levin, 11 West|from stage shows has helped to 

pendently, had been booked through | 424 sticct, Agency, New|intrench the R-K-O brand of vaude 

is to by York. deal, in’ plays and entertainment Another R-K-O claim is that in sev- 

arners when the latter took over | of a nds, shares no par value; 

Flying Band Off the Stanley-Fabian trio of houses in| Charles, Morrison. ‘Jess Freeman, Law: | 


stands, with the neighborhood vaude 
trade to themselves, have shown 
improvement in attendance and 
grosses. 

If R-K-O’s “jump” contention is 
sound, Loew's former vaude patrons 
are being or will be weaned over 
to the R-K-O theatres for the lat- 
ters’ vaude. 

Unable to book ahead due to un- 
certainty over policy for next sea- 
son, the Loew booking staff is re- 
ported to fear it will run up against 
many difficulties in attempting to 
get back in stride, should there be 
a sudden general return to vaude 
by that circuit. 

9 Idle Days in 16 Wks. 


Loew’s vaude time now amounts 
to but 16 weeks. Of that seven 


NEW YORK project in the past six months. Manus. Filed by McKercher & Link, 
17 John street, New York. and a half are in N Tork ani 
ILL AND INJURED True Vision Experimental Laboratories, oh a half New bhai and 
Regent, Paterson, Reopens Inc., deal in motion picture equipment | eight and a half on the road. On 


that route are nine days of lay- 
off, five between Memphis and New 
Orleans, and four between Canton 
and Toronto. 


atre, Inc., New York, conduct dramatic With August under way and La- 
NEW YORK “SITN”’ entertainment and _ similar places of bor Day not far off. Loew’s present 
amusement, $2,500 Joseph Hattayer, by Ss] 
(Monday Aug 4) bd John Guylay, Eugene Balogh. Filed by| unsettled state of mind regarding 
. . aramount a ral 00 Joseph Richard Deal, 12 East 41st street, stage shows indicates the Loew 
New York. 
“It is unfortunate that Helena ing ys a Greyhound, Inc., Jamestown, longer than 16 weeks now on the 
‘ conduct theatres, parks, plays, 30,000; rc seas ons. 
Justa and Charlie, two negro ‘ 2 conduct theatres, parks, plays. $30,000, | books, when the season opens. At 
tertai are placed so earl Catr. Filed by Rogerson, Clary & Hewes, | the beginning of last season Loew's 
enter ainers, re p y ice or all e in e or 401 Hotel Jamestown Office Building,| was booking 28 weeks of vaude 
on the bill because they are one Jamestown, N. ¥ Le oa 
of its highlights. Miss Justa is Change of . a 
f Motion Inc., 950.008, T N & M S d 
son changed to 1,000 shares no par value. 
8 shouter Filed by Hughes, Schurman & Dwight, wo ew tan 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Marco have added 


tion. Among her efforts is a hniatliaencdhiael 

had made sufficient progress in its | ried on a national survey of theatres| From R-K-O Productions, Inc., Dela- 
creditable imitation of Bill Rob- S!ware, to R-K-O Radio Pictures, Inc.| the Broadway theatre, Tacoma, 
e move for the return of stage shows/to determine their adaptability to| Filed py Maurice Goodman, 1564 Broad-| Wash., and the California theatre 


San Bernardino, to their route. 
Both stands will play the F&M units 
a full week. 

Tacoma will open Aug. 
San Bernardino Sept. 15. 


15 and 


MAXINE LEWIS 


FEATURED WITH 


HARRY CARROLL 


Now Playing 


Long Beach—R-K-O 


Loew 
General &xecutive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN 


clever imitations of Bill Robin- 
“son, including his dance on a 


flight of stairs.” 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


Finding things tough and the bankroll running short, a former vaude 
performer cut a big slice off his expenses in Hollywood. Getting himself 
a muchly used car, the performer built a trailer for the car that just 
reaches the specifications of living quarters. 

He has the house-on-wheels parked in a remote corner of a lot and 
pays $2.50 a month rent. 


Coast Fox studio had quite a time convincing Ted Healy to go through 
with a fire sequence. The comic, heading the Rube Goldberg picture, 


Wardrobe Designed by 
“Soup to Nuts,” was supposed to be three or four stories in the air 
while flames spouted behind him. 


4 SAUL F. BURGER 
| Healy was far from being in favor with the idea but finally went 


q through with it at about 3 a.m. The unit has been working to the 
wee hours to clean up on the picture, 


Representative 
| N. E. MANWARING | 


{ (Continued on page 50) 


Vaude act producers are now on their own, with none of the circuits 
guaranteeing a thing or making any promises. They offer no eneourage- 
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‘have a lot to do with making the 
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PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 
w Palace bill is rendered more 


Ne 
degrees as 
taining by many 
“pcre of the bits <nd blackouts 
a re there between 


here and 
warty Richman, held over, 


h the scheme, 
t to work throug 

Frances Williams and Jesse 
Block latter of Block and Sully. 


heir rewards. 

ean appears between vari- 
ous acts with gags, first appearing 
to do three minutes of talk, topping 
with an. introduction of Claiborne 
Foster's sketch, third. He is on 
again before Block and Sully take 
to the poards and again in a street 
scene that precedes Miss Williams, 
who closes intermission. 

Richman’s time on the stage, in- 
cluding his own spot (next to clos- 
ing) totals 49 minutes. Of that he 
spends 10 minutes with Miss Wil- 
jiams during her act, 33 for his own 
and the balance m. e’ing. That pads 
out an otherwise short show. 

Some of the Richman material is 


oorly done but some clicks 
ee certainty, a lot of it getting 
across properly because properly 
sold. That one about the salesmen 
and the farmer who wanted some 
beans left for the next day knocked 
a -lot of present grownups out of 
cradles. There are a few others 
that have seen better days. 
¥rances Williams and Jesse Block 


man spot a show-stopper. As 
ag Benny Rubin last week, Miss 
Williams’ comic adagio with Rich- 
man shows her at her best as a 
light comedienne, which she seldom 
is, considering her gift for song and 
dance. Of late years it has been 
much more song than dance, too, 
what with the breakup with Van- 
essi and the blonde’s flair since for 
selling both ballads and comical 
numbers. 

That blackout topping off Rich- 
man’s act having to do with the 
sign “women,” which when held up 
high enough against the drop does 
interest Miss Williams a lot, in ad- 
dition to another blackout in which 
she appears, adds a zest to the new 
Palace bill that it should have right 
along. 

The blackouts are spotted nicely, 
one to top off Miss Williams act, 
the other to touch off Richman’s 
allotted spot. 

Miss Williams was on 13 minutes 
herself, singing four numbers and 
an introduction for a tap dance that 
sends her across nicely. Her act is 
not as strong as it has been in the 
past on Palace appearances, prob- 
ably because her numbers arcn’t as 
good. Outstanding is “I Can Make 
Most Anything” and “He Goes For 
Anybody But Me.” Other two, “Big 
ger and Better Than Ever” and 
“They All Fall in Love” nothing to 
g0 into ecstasy about. Miss Wii- 
liams’ dancing is seldom, if ever, 
not liked. Why she dvesn’t break 
up her solo work with some mcre 
hoofing is difficult to understand 
Jack Holland and June Knish, 
tango team, are again with the 
“Scandals” girl, doing the same 
routine as before to allow a change 
of costume. 

Block and Sully, with surefire talk 
by Al Boasberg, are a brace in 
Strong support to the Palace bill. 

Block and his clever partner, Eve 
Sully, are spotted fourth. They not 
only have strong crossfire material, 
with most of it original, but know 
how to send it over. What Block 
lacks in showmanship, if any, is 
made up by Miss Sully, and vice 
versa. A perfect working team, 
with a surprise song and dance 
number having speed and flash to 
take them off. 

The other mixed team, Madie and 
Ray, nearly stopped the show Mon- 
day night. They opened intermis- 
Sion and stuck around 13 minutes, 
Virtually cleaning up in their care- 
ree way. Whether it was that rav- 
ishing, cute little girl or the clever 
Tope-spinning stuff that got the 
Palace audience is a question. It 
Was probably both, with the looker 
Counting a lot. Her forte seems to 


.be acrobatic dancing, with that em- 


Ployed in a clever rope-spinning feat 
toward the finish, while with the 
man it’s that funny smile, plus the 
ability at the miniature lariats and 
exaggerated gum chewing. 

oi With Paul Remos and Midgets 
pening, on No. 2 was Helena Justa 
rey Charlie, colored team (New 
and Claiborne Foster, 34d, 
her sketch, Marriage 
while by Maxwell Anderson, 
a © at the tail end of the eight- 
Pron, is Ben Hamid’s “Arabian 
: oles,” typical of Arab acrobatic 
urns Hamid produces. 

ee Remos act, nicely dressed up 
mean change, scored better than it 
i, does, winning its audi- 
ins argely through wasting no 


Foster hasn’t a_ strong 
are » but through the clever per- 
sirt she gives as the lovesick 
hana rying a new recipe for hus- 
whi grabbing, the second part 
ria Ps itself into interesting mate- 

- Miss Foster has Dorothy Mor- 
and Buford Armitage with 
In this condensed sketch An- 


derson has tried to write comedy 
that isn’t, at least, weighty. 

Hamid’s “Arabian Frolics” (New 
Acts) is not faster than a sand- 
storm, as billed, but when one man 
demonstrates his prowess in sup- 
porting his nine colleagues, that’s 
something. 

Business a little off Monday 
night, probably due to the heat that 
day, Char. 


86TH STREET 


After they took care of the appro- 
priation for the salary of Gus Ea- 
wards’ Hollywood Proteges, there 
wasn’t much left to spread out over 
the remaining turns on the four-act 
program. 


Edwards ballyhooed the young 
Armida plenty, naming the pictures 
she has appeared in and even inter- 
polating the “Texas Moon” pop 
number from one. The rest of the 
turn doesn’t mean much, consisting 
of a pair of sweet-looking blonde 
sisters who played the violin and 
danced; young girl tap dancer and a 
boy haromnica-and-piano player. 
The violin playing girls looked as 
though they might have got some- 
where with a chance, but they were 
subordinated to the Mexican girl, a 
striking, vivid young personality and 
all that, but scarcely one to support 
a program, under this loose revue 
arrangement, a catch-as-catch-can 
frameup held up by Gus’ showman- 
ship. Supporting people who are 
new to the act are the Aber Twins, 
Ina Ray and Harry Adler. 


Marie Mang and Co. opened, turn- 
ing out to be a quiet starter, wom- 
an doing routine feats on roman 
rings and web. She's wife of Mang, 
once of Mang and Snyder. Hus- 
band assists in turn. 


(Miss) Bobby Folsom fell into a 
tough spot No. 2, which called for a 
good rough specialty to break the 
ice and certainly not for a woman 
single doing a quiet comedy class 
song cycle. This young woman has 
developed something of a_ special 
niche for herself in the last few 
years, holding to strictly restricted 
song material—currently credited to 
Neville Fleeson—and all of it trimly 
made in characterization and lyrics. 
But it was never intended to. break 
the ice on a four-act layout with- 
out comedy ahead. 

That was all except Danny Small 
with Harry Mays, couple of colored 
singers and dancers, not to closing 
before the Edwards-Armida half 
hour. Small gets the program bill- 
ing, but he does no more than hold 
up his end of a two-man team. The 
pair have a lot of weak gagging 
talk with no special strength in Ne- 
gro comedy character. They open 
quietly, go dull on the cross fire and 
then redeem themselves with step- 
ping finish. For an encore did a 
first rate military tap. 

Altogether an unusual grouping of 
material and far from a successful 


gg feature, “For the Defense” 
(Par). Rush. 
58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

25c mat for women and kids still 
not much of a help. Saturday mati- 
nee saw a light, scattered audience, 
Six acts, running to 86 minutes, 
were a pleasant vaude combination, 
with the audience apparently liking 
it. 

One fault in spotting at this show 
was placing George Niblo and Co. 
(apparently a new addition to the 
bill, as was not programmed or 
billed on the annunciator outside) 
and Savoy and Mann together. Both 
are the only two comedy turns on 
the bill, and would have made a 
cleaner sweep had another turn 
been between them. It was a natu- 
ral place for Roxy La Rocca, who 
preceded both. 

Bert Nagle and Co., doing their 
eat act as Felix and Maria, opened. 
They are a mixed couple in the cos- 
tumes of tabbies. Purr and meow 
for comedy. 

O’Connor Sisters (New Acts), two 
girl harmonists who claim radio 
fame, deuced. Stick to straight 
warbling throughout. Did fairly. 

Roxy La Rocca, next, held ’em 
until finished. The nimble-fingered 
harpsichord player has a rep of 
class and pop songs. Gets into the 
good graces of the customers by 
asking them to accompany the 
songs with whistling and singing. 

Niblo was the first comedy. He 
has two men, goof comic reminis- 
cent in mannerisms and looks to 
Stan Laurel. A femme is just at- 
mosphere. Theme is the two comics 
getting a martial drill in the han- 
dling of rifles from their captain. 
Funny neighborhood stuff. 

Savoy and Mann gave them one 
healthy laugh after another in 
quick and snappy style. Boob de- 
livery of Harry Savoy helped get it 
across. Turn is replete with a 
quantity of surefire “cracks.” Quite 
a lot of blue chatter included, but of 
the variety which offends nobody. 
Savoy takes the solo spot for a 
little lyric comedy to the song “Ro, 
Ro, Rollin’ Along.” Miss Mann, who 
makes an able foil, warbles, but 1s 
constantly interrupted by the pat- 
ter of Savoy. 

“Mirror of Personalities’ (New 
Acts) closed. Just another flash act. 
Weak on entertainment, 

“For the defense” (Par) featured. 


R-K-O 


Hollywood, July 31. 

Stage shows headed by picture 
names “in person” are to Los 
Angeles what a banged thumb is to 
a carpenteer’s career; just some- 
thing in the day’s work. Which 
is reason enough Why the current 
R-K-O coast unit, headed by the 
once pictorially active Viola Dana, 
is not regarded as torrid theatre by 
peasants in the city of angels. 

Billed under Miss Dana and her 
comedy sketch are Lane, Osborne 
and Chicco; Roy Rogers, and Ger- 
aldine and Joe. The layout budgets 
in the neighborhood of $3,000, and 
is not under-average entertainment 
for places away from Los Angeles. 

“The Inkwell” is the title of Miss 
Dana’s sketch, and it was written 
by Anita (G.P.B.) Loos. Miss Dana 
has come to a lawyer's office seek- 
ing a divorcs because her husband 
threw an inkwell at her. After sev- 
eral minutes of watching her play- 
fully tear up t'2 office, the lawyer 
picks up the is) well which she has 
brought as eviaence and hurls it at 
her. Miss Dana plays the skit with 
an attitude more juvenile than 
comic, and there is no actual fun 
until the last few moments. She 
is supported by a man and girl. 
One curtain bow sufficed at the 
opening matinee. 

Roy Rogers, in the deuce, is a 
semi-contortionist, doing a stew. He 
is a reliable vaudeville standard, 
apt to be long winded but atways 
satisfying in the end. Geraldine 
and Joe, child song and dance team, 
are bound to click wherever there 
are audiences. They closed the bill 
here, winding up their own affair 
with an Apache made _ burlesque 
only by the size of the kids. Joe 
features a headspin in the routine, 
unique and bound to create gasps. 

Opening were Lane, Osborne and 
Chicco, mixed song and dance team 
specializing in high kicks, support- 
ed by a man and girl at the piano 
also doubling in harp syncopation. 
Arrangement of specialties makes 
mild, pleasant entertainment. 

“Inside the Lines” (Radio) is the 
sereen feature. In the pit now is 
Danny Russo, who directed the 
ecard players for quite a few years 
in the old and new two-a-day 
Palaces in Chicago. Danny needs 
no cue sheets but he still laughs 
at jokes. Or maybe he’s laughing 
about something else. Bang. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Aug. 2. 

Fox’s Brooklyn de luxer no longer 
seems the mausoleum it used to be. 
Anyone walking in at around 2:30 
Saturday afternoon wouldn’t think 
so. Bob West, organist, was play- 
ing with the audience singing loud- 
ly and good naturedly. From the 
applause and a couple of whistles 
it appeared they were sorry when 
forced to stop vocalizing the lyrics 
flashed on the screen through a 
good old magic lantern. 

Each time viewed, Brooklyn 
seems more and more like Chicago, 
both a couple of hick towns. Chi- 
cago has its pansy gunmen and 
Brooklyn its creeping trolleys. And 
both their singing audiences, 

The Fox was three-quarters filled 
downstairs Saturday matinee, with 
the weather warm outside and the 
day suited to beach-going, espe- 
cially that long Coney Island beach. 
The seats were occupied in a large 
part by kids. That might be due to 
the reduced prices here, with the 
Sat mat scale for juves down to 
15e, Adult tap is 50c. Were those 
15-cent kiddies singing, and their 
50-cent elders too? 

Name atop the marquee is Ed- 
mund Lowe’s, with Lowe the star 
of the feature talker, “Good Inten- 
tions.” Just below is the name of 
Frank Richardson, erstwhile boy 
soprano from Philly and now-a Fox 
feature player, here with “personal 
appearance” ballyhoo. Third per- 
sonality is Sam Jack Kaufman, new 
house m. c. No wimmin. 

Stage unit is Fanchon & Marco’s 
“Trees” Idea, running an hour with 
inclusion of Kaufman’s pit conauct- 
ing and m. c. work, Richardson:s 
single and the comedy act of Jack 
McBride and Co, Latter spotted 
in “one” before McBride’s own olio 
and looked like an addition for the 
week only. It helped a lot with 
comedy where comedy was needed, 
for the unit otherwise was barren 
of it. 

“Trees” Idea ends with an excel- 
lent novelty flash provided by a 
bird act. This winged troupe, di- 
rected by a middle-aged couple and 
a young girl in tights who had pre- 
viously done some whistling on her 
own, is composed of a score or so 
of cockatoos and parrots of all de- 
scriptions. They walk balls and 
strut stunts of the usual, but one 
bird makes the turn with a count- 
ing and bell ringing bit. 

At the finale of the presentation 
the unit’s 12 line girls are on webs, 
each holding a bird on a stick. A 
pretty picture and far away from 
the common closing flash boloney. 

How this unit runs ordinarily not 
known, for here it was broken into 
sections by the comedy turn and 
Richardson. Latter was recognized 
by most of the audience, going by 
the hand, and proceeded to tie up 
the works, for here is a film player 
able to carry it right with him onto 
the stage, thanks to a pre-talker 
‘variety career. Richardson gives 
lots of stage exercise to the high 
pipes which set him for pictures in 
this “personal appearance,” He 


spared little, singing the best known 


pops from past Fox films, asking 
for one request, and then closing 
with “St. Louis Blues” of his own 
volition, Richardson can come 
around anytime in vaude or the 
presentations in between, before or 
after studio work. 

Kaufman, who formerly did his 
own pianolog and later had a jazz 
band in vaude, is a tall blond guy 
with enough for the ladies to like 
about him. Those front seats ~rouna 
Kaufman's spot on the rising pit 
were filled as soon as they were 
emptied, with quite a rush noted 
going on in that direction whenever 
a squatter straightened out to blow. 
The m. c. sat down at the piano to 
accompany Richardson’s blues, as 
an illustration of versatility. His 
one fault was with the makeup, too 
much rouge looking a bit radic so 
close to the customers. Kaufman 
is the best looking prospect at the 
Fox in some time and should stick 
for a while. 

It was noticeable that the pit orch 
here is now scoring the sound 
newsreel (Fox) and filling the dead 
spots between shots, not bad for the 
Fox, where ideas until lately were 
scarcer than scarce. Bige. 


STATE-LAKE 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

This week threatens to be a cry 
of joy for this house. The delight 
is definite on the stage, and seems 
set also at the box office. Trade 
heavy all morning, and second show 
Started to capacity. It looks like 
this week this house is going to 
lick the Palace. 

Five sweet numbers on the line- 
up, and clicking both with the au- 
dience and the box office. Three 
surefire names, added to two excel- 
lent acts, 

Opening was Larimer and Hud- 
son, a neat bike novelty, with the 
riding getting the returns and the 
comedy clicking nicely. Boyd Sen- 
ter is getting lazy; using two boys 
to assist, with the couple deliver- 
ing instrumental and hoofing bits. 
Senter on and off with his one-man 
band idea, and all over easily at the 
second show. 

Johnny Burke the individual hon- 
ors. Burke is a performer who goes 
right through his routine at all 
times, never cutting material. Talk 
a riot, after reception; and closed 
with his using the band to jumble 
several melodies into a harmony 
unit. Buster Shaver and his Tiny 
Town Revue continued the click 
tradition this afternoon, with his 
six midgets working hard to excel- 
lent returns. Act has more finesse, 
and has a new touch of sentiment 
seldom found in midget acts. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
and the fan came back to town to 
close the bill. Songs and talk ‘big. 
Also the burlesque on “Command 
to Love.” While objections of be- 
ing sophisticated may be placed 
against the bit, yet it deserves to 
remain because it gives the audi- 
ence a flash of the always welcome 
Blossom Seeley with the waving 
fan and appropriate spice. Very 
big. 

“Inside the Lines” 
ture. Business excellent. 


8ist STREET 


Biz away off Saturday matinee, 
despite an okay bill with a draw 
two ways for this uptown sector. 
What’s socking the b. o. is no refrig- 
eration. 

Bill was four acts plus “For the 
Defense”. (Par). 

Yale University Band _ spotting 
closed the stage layout. Anything 
that smacks like collegiate goes wow 
here. 

About 200 customers, mosily mid- 
dle aged and elderly women, few 
men and kids saw the first perforimi- 
ance on change day. 

That Yale U Band grabbed the 
cakes, showing off just enough na- 
ivete and plenty of youth. On the 
strict technical end the organiza- 
tion’s arrangements aren’t real big 
league stuff. But the boys are in- 
telligent musicians, wear conform- 
ing uniferms and give out an ap- 
pealingiy healthy and youthfu! ivok. 

Opener was Bee Starr, aerialist, 
who went off with a big hand. 

Bill by no means a wow but spot- 
ting off with a girl in a fast nov- 
elty act put the audience on the 
smile right away. 

Comedy in the third act with 
Medley and Duprey, nut comic and 
a pretty brunet who has advanced 
since last seen to show some figure 
clothes that fit. Principal laughs 
gotten from man who yodels in high 
voice to catch fancy brickbats from 
hidden force behind drop. 

Ada Brown, colored Jemima, and 
her piano boy scored a good recep- 
tion on and off after several songs 
to come back with a supposed black 
bottom by Miss 3rown, Not a 
dance and Miss Brown has become 
wise, showing it off on the comic 
side. Negro rhythm tunes all the 
Way and good. 

Band took the biggest slice, going 
20 minutes. The others stood well 
within time and helped the general 
layout that way, besides themselves 
and customers in view of the heat. 
Vaude altogether went 53 which plus 
a couple of minutes wait and pit 
overture ran 59 minutes. Feature 
went 63 minutes. Newsreel and a 
Rice short spelled another 20, while 
six minutes of trailers also came in 
to give the screen end time of &9 
minutes, 

Entire show went 148 minutes, 


(Radio), fea- 
Loop. 
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PALACE 


(Vaudfilm) 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

Not much doubt that Eddie Dowl- 
ing’s olctimers get the popularity 
returns for this week’s bill. With 
the sentiment angle played up 
nicely by Dowling as m. e., they 
were nothing short of a smash. 
News of the oldtimers must have 
gotten around, for the audience held 
a noticeable number of old boys and 
gals, 

Opening the five-act lineup were 
Muram and Griton, man and wom- 
an, in a fair novelty acrobatic turn. 
Ace bit was the bike work by the 
femme, closing with a neat bike 
somersault, great pinch for the 
turn. Starts too slowly, otherwise, 
with a number of small, rather 
meaningless stunts. 

Dotson, colored hoofer, was a 
somewhat quiet No. 2, but built his 
dancing and chatter to a nice close. 
Lulu McConnell brought a company 
of four in a comedy skit that was 
all Lulu McConnell. Merely an im- 
pression of a dizzy dame who says 
she plays bridge but can’t, doesn’t 
drink, but does, and is as silent asa 
couple of 1917 Fords. A few 
laughs and the audience liked it. 

Eddie Dowling followed, and after 
a reception, proceeded in an easy 
way to tell a few stories and sing 
a couple of songs. Then, after hav- 
ing already delivered one act, he 
threw in another, and a legitimate 
novelty, with his four old-timers. A 
clean-up all around. 

Closing was Don Azpiazu and his 
orchestra from the Grand Casino. 
Band proper has 10 men, with two 
more doubling in vocal specialties. 
Act carries a regulation tango team, 
mostly atmosphere. Act is working 
in full in front of :. pip moonlight 
outdoor set. Most of the material 
is native Cuban, with the boys 
tossing off one American jazz se- 
lection on the close. Azpiazu at the 
piano, and rather helpless as leader 
or m.c. Trailer helps sell the turn 
as a novelty. 

“Nightwork” (Pathe) feature, 
Business very g6od first show Sat- 
urday, Loop. 


STATE is 


(Vaudfilm) 

Here’s one spot where Loew can’t 
very well take out vaude. “The Bad 
One” (UA) on screen, plus Hearst- 
Movietone News and five acts. A 
nicely balanced vaude bill with more 
than the average laughs and novy- 
elty. Two heavy attractions on 
third and closing are Jean Bedini’s 
new act with Jules Howard and 
specialty artistes, and Henry Berg- 
man and His Black Sheep. Between 
the two the State provides variety 
and comedy with the trimmings. 

Bedini and Howard (New Acts) 
bring a new flavor of spice to vaude 
with several blackouts of the bur- 
lesque or more refined Broadway 
revue type, 

Bergman recently played some 
R-K-O time with his act. Why it 
isn’t gobbled for one of those four- 
act intacts, with variety 
needed in those than on other 
shows, is a guess. The act stopped 
the show here at the Saturday mat. 

With Melino and Davis in next 
to shut, three-fifths of the bill from 
the end played for laughs. This 
team, long around in a turn of non- 
sense, offset by a little singing and 
dancing. Most of the material is 
surefire, with Melino aiding its sale 
ihrough aping Jimmy Savo, whom 
he resembles in size, dress and 
gestures. Miss Davis a_ good 
straight and an outstanding asset 
to the act through her eecentrie 
acrobatic dancing. Scored nicely. 

On No. 2, the Three McCann Sis- 
ters are nice appearing young giris, 
better to look at than to listen to, 
Harmony work a fizzle in a couple 
hot jazz numbers but not half bad 
in the amber-spot ballad specialty. 
One of the trouble. seems to be the 
wro.g type of sorzs. It would be 
far better to try other songs, with 
the chances good the trio may de- 
velop. A few attempts at comedy 
miss the mark but that might be 
overcome, too. Over fairly well, 
with the personalities heiping a lot. 

Black and Gold (New Acts), acro- 
batic duo with costumes and spe- 
cial drop carrying out the color 
motif, opened. to nice returns. 

Entire vaude show, 84 minutes. 

Saturday afternoon at 2 State had 
emnties but by 3 they got plenty 
scarce. Char. 


R-K-O UNIT 
(Madison, Bklyn) 

The fourth of the R-K-O units 
is obviously the cheapest in “nut” 
and also rates in proportion. Not 
bad but not quite as strong as the 
first three, 

The four acts consume 54 minutes 
up to Joe Mark’s olio supplemen- 
tary hokum, which drags it along 
for another 10 minutes through the 
burlesk comic’s desire to give ’em 
extra measure with his stepology 
and nonsense in “one.” Some of it 
might go but not all. 

Archie and Gertie Falls opening 
consumed eight minutes; okay. Bert 
Rome and Henry Dunn took up 16; 
a couple or three mins. too many, 
The Vercell Sisters and Co. ran 14, 


and Marks’ trio made it another 26 
by the stop-watch. 
The Madison is giving up $2,100 
(Continued on page 56) 


” 
: 
al 
0 | dG 
| 
| | 
a3 
d 
| 
i 
ring 
may | | 
kor | | ti 
lree 
in- 
d | | 
| | 
field, 
ew’'s + 
i to 
| 
| 
ew's 
aude | 
| 
and 
n is 
rons 
lat- 
un- 
sea- 
re- 4 
iinst 
e be 4 au 
1ude 4 
ip 
unts 
On 4 
lay- be 
La- 
| 
sent 
ding | 
oew 
the 
At 
ew's ~ 
ds | 
| 
ide 
Ma, | 
Ltra, 
A 
ute, 
nits | 
| 
and 
| 
3 | 
| 
hii 
| | | | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | a 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ow 


“La Tickera,” 


VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, August 6, 1930 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 


New York, Aug. 1. 

Roxy has taken Irving Caesar's 
a smart musical 
frolic, and turned it into a magnifi- 
cent spectacle so that it puzzles. 
You wonder how anything so pic- 
torially beautiful can be meant to 
be funny, and the thing is nearly 
over before you get into the spirit 
of it. 

That's too bad because “La 
Tickera” is a’ cheerful bit of non- 
sense, and with “Common Clay” 
(Fox) on the screen with its often 
mournful moments, the supporting 
bill needed something enlivening. 
The Caesar escapade in art patron 
kidding is a little too intricate. The 
situation needed something a little 
simpler in its fun. Another thing 
that hurts is that in the huge Roxy 
Irving’s lyrics go mostly for the 
end book. Roxy’s big choir wasn’t 
designed to get across subtle com- 
edy lyrics to 5,500 customers, or is 
it 7,500? 

But on the scenic and spectacle 
side the production is a beauty. The 
whole Roxy regiment gets into a 
georgeous stage picture with the 
background of the Sphinx, Idea is 
a rich patron of the opera (suspect 
it’s Otto Kahn if you like) getting 
into a metropolitan stage set from 
“Thais” you'd suppose in which all 
the songbirds and supers were get- 
ting hooked in the stock market, 
and pleading with him to let the art 
business go hang; to be a banker 
for a moment and not an art patron 
and help them get their money back, 
For a Lambs’ gambol, a roar; for 
a Roxy harlequinade, a bust. 

“A Summer Idyll” 1s more in the 
Cathedral's manner, starting with 
an ensemble of peasants in the hay 
field; going to a pretty dance bit 
with Patricia Bowman, dressed as a 
song bird and doing a toe dance 
routine while Beatrice Belkin, the 
bird-mate, sings swinging in a nest 
against a black drop embroidered in 
intricate conventional pattern like 
a fire screen. 

Scene changes to a garden pic- 
ture, with the Rofyettes grouped as 
daisies, buttercups, cornflowers and 
roses and posed amid hanging sil- 
ver strips that look like a grove of 
birch trees, not only a pretty gar- 
den but one of those stunning 
things that only the Roxy seems up 
to doing. 

Dorothy Miller and William 
Robyn, boy and girl in summer 
dress, stroll in the garden for a sim- 
ple song; the birches disappear and 
the Roxyettes go into their precision 
number without which Roxy would 
have trouble keeping the communi- 
ty contented. Precision number got 
the only really eloquent applause of 
the evening. 

Dance production ran 25 minutes; 
“La Tickera” took up another 15 
and the feature ran 88 more, which 
left room for only the newsreel and 
the overture, the latter another ar- 
rangement of always welcome Vic- 
tor Herbert numbers, this time from 
the score of “The Fortune Teller.” 

Rush. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Modes”- Unit) 
Los Angeles, July 31. 

For hot weather entertainment 
the F&M “Modes” idea is good stuff 
with a box office twist. In a tieup 
with local merchants Fanchon and 
Marco collected 12 nifty looking 
models who strut in new wrappings. 
That's the femme angle. For the 
juvenile draw there are the 50 or 
more Meglin kids, usually sure fire; 
but with the kids being kept away 
from theatres during the infantile 
paralysis epidemic still waging, it 
may be another story. 

Anyway, Fanchon and Marco are 
advertising this show as a $50,000 
production, probably figuring the 
house overhead and a dozen other 
items, maybe including the four 
walis of the theatre. That's hitting 
it up pretty strong, but chances are 
nobody will undertake to compute 
the 50 grand. 

Georgie Stoll heads the band on 
the stage all the way, starting with 
an overture to which an ensemble 
bunch of 12 male steppers knock 
off some fast and classy ankling. 
Novelty here is the opening with 
boys instead of the usual girl line- 


up. This same group of boys was 
used by F&M in “Uniforms” idea 
last year. They’re still good and 
provide a punch spot in the show. 


Of course the main item is the 
cavorting of the Meglin kids, a semi- 
annual event at the State coming 
at Xmas and during the summer 
vacation. These kids are as clever 
an aggregation as can be found any- 
where. Mrs. Meglin is noted for 
this sort of work and Fanchon 

“knows a trick or two herself. Net 
result is a good and legitimate ex- 
hibition of juvenile talent. After 
the State the kids will play a week 
at the Pantages, Hollywood, but 
that’s as far as they go, with the 
labor office on a sharp lookout. 

Nothing unusual about the fash- 
fon parade, unless it’s the m. c’ing 
by Haline Francis, a_ versatile 
young lady with a figure and face. 
Miss Francis works throughout the 
frolic and gets in a couple of spe- 
cialties, besides a twosome with 
Harry Smirl and a pup. 

Danny Joy is another spot-grab- 
ber with an eccentric hoofing rou- 
tine made known by such exponents 
of the type as Hal Sherman, Cy 
Landry, et al. The shuffin’ hop 
skipping variety of dancing seems 


to have passec out. Where it used 
to be good for at least a couple of 
encores, it is now accepted merely 
as a filler. 

A neat routine by the male step- 
ping chorus towards the finale 
brought up the rear in nice style, 
with Sylvia Shore and Helen Moore 
working with the boys in a casting 
number. Finish brought out the 
models in a final display of wedding 
gowns for every season, with the 
kids, dressed as pages, spotted in 
both boxes in the house. Good flash. 

With the feature “Way Out West” 
(M-G) running 69 minutes and the 
stage show 50 minutes, schedule 
ousted all shorts other than the 
newsreel. Despite the heat Thurs- 
day, first show held a better than 
average house, mostly adults, Span. 


CAPITOL 


(“Invitation to the Dance” Unit) 
New York, Aug. 1. 

Completely snubbing comedy and 
dedicating its entire production or- 
ganization to art for art’s sake, the 
Capitol this week has returned to 
a type of presentation identified 
with the Roxy and not seen in the 
Loew house since the Rothafel re- 
gime. 

While the applause response was 
quite flattering, it seems unlikely 
the Capitol either intends or can 
afford to omit laughs. This would 
be particularly peculiar at present 
with the Roxy recently displaying a 
tendency to do a little giggle snip- 
ing. 

“Invitation to the Dance” can be 
visualized by anyone acquainted 
with picture house stage history 
from a contemplation of the title 
filtered through memory. It is en- 
tirely in pantomime with thé soli- 
tary exception of a samp!e of tenor- 
ing submitted by Carlo Ferretti. 
There is the usual symbolic em- 
ployment of a white-faced clown 
with no one, excent pus3ibiy the 
producers, being quite aware of the 
precise significance of the clown’s 
social ostracization at a Colonial 
ball where the stately Minuet is be- 
ing performed. The clown (Ivan 
Triesault) loves the premiere dan- 
seuse (Joyce Coles) and she seems 
to fancy him but everything goes 
wrong, very artistically but unin- 
telligibly. 

Overture, “Leoncavallo’s Melodies” 
proved exceptionally popular. 
Length of feature, “Our Blushing 
Brides” (Metro) kept rest of show 
down with no shorts except news- 
reel. 

Big business Friday night. Land. 


HOLLYWOOD 


(Presentation) 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
With 50 people on the stage, the 
Larry Ceballos show this week 


holds up favorably. Work of the 
principals was listless at the open- 
ing, but the weather had a lot to 
do with it. When it gets hot here 
it’s hot. 

Then, again, closing notice was 
posted before the first show. Stage 
work hereabouts has been rather 
scarce, and with Warners probably 
discontinuing presentations at both 
their local houses, it’s no time for 
backstage rejoicing. 

Warners’ reasoning is that the 
heavy nut of stage shows doesn’t 
help the net income, and that fu- 
ture Warner picture releases should 
be able to hold up a program with- 
out stage fare, 

Ceballos has built his show 
around the California Collegians, 
late of “50 Million Frenchmen.” 
Boys are on the stage 30 of the 40 
minutes running time. Using the 
same material as they did in vaude, 
their burlesque circus bit was the 
high spot. Almost a show-stopper. 

Chorus routine is typically Cebal- 
los, with tapping minimized. Two 
flash number at the opening, with 
Beverly Hill leading the chorus in 
a dunce. Second number has the 
chorus girls in hula costumes. with 
the boys doing Zulus. Florence 
Robinson on for a dance which 
starts as a tap, but ends in a hot 
wiggle. 

Sally and Ted followed in the 
same setting with a mixture of 
Apache and adagio. Man is plenty 
big with the girl the opposite. He 
handles her like a bean bag. Strong 
period of entertainment, 

California Collegians, next, opened 
in one and went into two for their 
band numbers. Florence Robinson 
worked with them for one dance, a 
tap. Pear! Twins spotted next in 
one warble with a high kick dance 
finish getting over good. 

Finale has the entire gang danc- 
ing on steps with the Collegians 
coming in for the curtain as a 
clown band. Presentation well re- 
ceived by a good house for the first 
show. 

“Matrimonial Bed” (WB), the 
feature, with Vitaphone short and 
Par. news clip to fill the bill. 

Stage bill shows a letdown in pro- 


Inclines more towards a variety 
show than production display, with 
cost apparently cut down. Though 
tiere are 48 ensemble choristers and 
two sets, doubtless from the studio, 
and five principal acts, production 
fails to reveal any outstanding nov- 


elty or flash. 


duction as compared to first two.’ 


PARAMOUNT 


(“High Speed”—Unit) 
New York,, Aug. 1. 

A good show. Tempo, color, va- 
riety and quality. 

Starts off auspiciously with the 
showy Rubinoff baton-ing an or- 
chestral pot-pourri of “Italian Airs,” 
blending into an unusually fetching 
Paramount Sound News wherein is 
dovetailed a ‘“Vogue”-Saks_ style 
forecast which in itself lent a meas- 
ure of distinction to the reel, The 
straight news stuff is also led off 
with a timely and topical shot of 
the R-100’s arrival in Montreal the 
day before (Thursday). 


Jesse Crawford's offering was 
titled “Six Best Sellers,” playing a 
pleasing pop medley which included 
two, anyway, of Paramount's Fa- 
mous Music publications, Nothing 
like giving a thought to the entire 
Par family, although both were 
meritorious enough, 
Jack Partington’s “High Speed” 
unit was a departure for Publix. It 
was less formula and more ha-cha- 
cha than the usual run of Publix- 
ations. It started off fast with the 
Harlem and hotsy “St. Louis Blues” 
dance routines in the Dave Gould 
Fast-Stepping Sweeties’ coast-to- 
coast dance marathon. In the tag- 
end nite club stuff the girls also 
let go a little steam that was away 
from usual restrictions. 

In between was a mess of danc- 
ing and funology, not the least of 
which was accounted for by Wilbur 
Hall, the ex-Whiteman trombone- 
comic. Hall compared Publix’s $400 
a week to Paul’s 175 berries and 
went Publix. From his perform- 
ance he’s worth more and is bound 
to get more and further in the biz 
by next season, After his Publix 
schooling Hall will probably wind 
up featuring the “dead pan” stuff 
and making the instrumental non- 
sense secondary. 

Eddie Stanley is m. c. and a good 
pacer. Deno and Rochelle, expert 
fast steppers notable for their 
“American Apache” terps, were 
show-stoppers. Three Blue Steppers 
supplied a brand of ground and mid- 
air tumbling that was well nigh 
sensational. Virginia Ray soubreted 
okay. The 12 Dave Gould girls are 
all how’ve-you-been and hotsy. 
“Grumpy” (Par) feature. Abel. 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 

Landing of the R-100 fliers in 
Canada, and exclusive shots of 
Italy’s earthquake are double-bar- 
reled topline features of current 
week clips here, with prominent 
personalities, sports events and 
other interesting news subjects 
comprising the remaining 23 clips. 

Quake pictures, comprising a 
combo of Hearst Metrotone News 
and Fox Movietone News clips, 
showed the devastated area hit by 
the earth tremor and grief-stricken 
inhabitants who had lost loved ones 
and all earthly possessions, wailing 
and weeping while trodding in the 
big parade to seek new refuge and 
homes. 

The landing of the fliers, Hearst 
shot, had the landing of the fin-torn 
dirigible in Canada, with addresses 
by the crew. 

Opening of the racing season at 
Saratoga, with plenty of action for 
those following the ponies; bronk- 
riding contest in Wyoming, with 
none of the bronk busters adie vw 
stay on mount. 

Police Commissioner Mulrooney 
addressing rookie cops, with fitness, 
courage and courtesy gist of his 
talk; Wm. G. McAdoo in a talk on 
aeronautics; R. B. Bennett, Premier- 
elect of Canada, for brief chat on 
policies of victorious party; Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in a plea for 
more leeway for the younger gener- 
ation, and Pauline Parker, former 
American chorister and divorced 
mate of Jean Assolant, French 
transatlantic flier, advising Ameri- 
can girls against mesalliances, 

Little of theatrical nature in the 
clips save Parisian kiddies at circus, 
with clowns planting the archaic 
dentist bit for laughs. A bathing 
beauty parade in Sweden as proof 
that the Dane flappers are just as 
much abreast of beach requirements 
as “Miss Americas.” 

Unique clip was the mass cele- 
bration of a group of Parisian 
brides and grooms celebrating their 
respective marriages en masse at a 
Parisian cabaret, probably more 
economical than holding the bag for 
a house mob celebration. 

Of the 25 shots projected 13 were 
Hearst Metrotone and 12 . Fox 
Movietone. . 

Good biz Monday night, Fdba. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 

This house has been: having a 
streak of excellent biz these past 
few weeks, starting with two great 
weeks with “Blushing Brides,” one 
week of “Let Us Be Gay,” and 
opened this morning to standout 
trade with “Love Among the Mil- 
lionaires” (Par). 

Current stage show is light and 
fast-paced, and went tremendously 
well with the crowd in for the 
early show. Three acts, each click- 
ing and taking encores. 

First were the three Samuels 
Bros., hoofers. Have two numbers, 
Straight precision hoofing and a 


(Continued on page 56) 


New Acts 


JAMES C. MORTON and Co. (4) 


“Nonsense of 1930” 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
19 Mins.; Full (Special) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Surefire comedy act with some 
singing and dancing but with the 
hoke on so thick little outside of 
that means anything. While koke, 
with a couple bits of burlesque 
flavor, some of which could be stood 
in vaide today, it's hceke that gets 
the laughs. That’s what counts, 
and Jim Morten’ new turn is 
all that should cvunt. 

Because of tnc iarge assortment 
of bits, clowning and _ incidental 
numbers, with the act actually hav- 
ing considerable of that much- 
needed commodity, variety, it im- 
presses as built especially to fit one 
of the intacts. Tailor-made for 
third spot on those four-acters, pro- 
viding the headliner closes and in 
“one.” 

The Morton act should please the 
family trade more than most of its 
kind. It’s nothing if not down to the 
tastes of the ordinary neighborhood 
fans. 

Morton is an old-timer, with the 
name meaning something to vaude 
patrons of many years. He has Vera 
Walton, Jack Ford and Doris Ekert 
with him. All play up te him per- 
fectly, even when the hoke and 
clowning seems more than plenty 
for the two women. 

Morton is all over the stage, inter- 
rupting song and dance numbers for 
laughs wherever the chance permits. 
His tricks are legion but he has at- 
tempted to give most of them a new 
touch. Earl Carroll’s name is used 
for that old one about the disap- 
pointed singer wanting to commit 
suicide, while the stunt of arms and 
gestures for another person who is 
singing is also different. Everything 
short, snappy and fast. That’s part 
of the virtue. 

A brief shuffle by J. C., a fast 
buck by Jack Ford :.1d a couple 
other brief numbers are in the 
straight manner to offset the com- 
edy material. 

Morton’s satire curtain speech 
seems a little long and, as a result, 
overdone. Also the extending of a 
folding hook gadget used on the 
stage for a laugh at a patron in the 
audience, throwing a small scare, 
impresses as a little unsafe as well 
as unwise. Might accidentally mis- 
gauge distance. 

Played third on a six-act layout 
and over unusually well. Char. 


MERRICK and ALLEN (2) 


Comedy, Music 

12 Mins.; One 

58th St. (V-P) 

A team of musicians, playing ac- 
cordion and violin, who reserve 
about one-third of their 12 minutes 
for seriousness. Balance for 
comedy with results. While No. 4 
here on a six-act bill, can stand 
next to closing in most houses. For 
No. 2 a positive bet. 

One is a low comedian, the other 
in tux. Latter opens with what 
seems a serious violin solo, finally 
breaking his bow and trying to 
borrow one from the pit men with 
no luck until he starts to sing, that 
bringing a virtual rain of bows. 
The sudden tipoff it’s a comedy 
turn. 

Entrance of other who pantos all 
the way, with a crummy-looking 
miniature accordion for a few 
laughs and plenty of Bronx cheers. 
From there on a standard ac- 
cordion is used, other of team stick- 
ing to violin. Clowning on doubles 
is alternated with some _ serious 
playing just to prove. 

To the very last it’s clowning, 
of course their strongest, with that 
taking them of after a solo straight. 
Followed a comedy hoke act at 
this house but feazed none by that 
circumstance, going over with a 
click at the Friday night show. 
Okay for No. 2 on an intact show 
or third depending on act picked 
as headliner. Char. 


HELENA JUSTA and CHARLIE (2) 
Singing, Dancing. 

12 Mins., One. 

Palace. (St. V). 

When last caught by “Variety,” 
Helena Justa, colored singer-dancer, 
was doing an act with two men. 
The present “Charlie” -may be re- 
tained from that trio. 

Act played No. 2 here and over 
nicely. One of the troubles with the 
Justa and Charlie offering is that 
it is made up of imitations of others, 
with two biggest numbers, the Bill 
Robinson tap routine by Miss Justa, 
and the “Parade of the Ragtime 
Soldiers’ number done by the late 
Florence Mills in “Dixie to Broad- 
way,” both of the team closing with 
this. Miss Justa does a solo open- 
irg, singing a Harlem hot in a style 
that is none too surefire, and Charlie 
dces a hock dance. Latter fairly 
gvod largely through sume novel 
bits worked i-to the routine. 

Miss Justa’s taps in that Bill Rob- 
inson number are well done, but 
where did those odd-shaped dancing 
shoes come from? She is in male 
dress, wearing a derby, and includes 

sill’s Stair dance. This imitation 


saves the act. Char. 


Jean BEDINI and Jules HOWARD 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

21 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
State (V-P) 

Jean Bedini, producer-performer 
for years, now with Jules Howarg 
as heads of a new six-people fy] 
stage comedy act with blackouts 
and specialties. It deserves a place 
in the vaude sun and all the space 
that can be spared. Good, all. 
around entertainment, well staged 
and sold. 

Opening novel, with a row of 
horder lights at third facing aud,- 
ence and Bedini’s crowd on stage 
as though in rehearsal. The boss 
(Bedini) walks in and starts to 
complain, wanting that ‘Chicago 
scene” done right in “one.” It is, 
with Huward as a comic o'iriesque 
type of cop, overlooking a holdup 
in true Windy City fashiox. It's a 
blackuut with the cop eventually 
shooting tne gal victim. 

Following blackout, one about the 
wife shaming hubby into coughing 
up dough by threatening to go out 
on street in pajamas, and same sit- 
uation with cop asking wife to mail 
a letter instead of digging into 
jeans. 

Best blackout, but not new, is 
where hubby suddenly returns home 
and threatens to shoot down door 
if man suspected as being there 
doesn’t come out, with army emerg- 
ing. Offsetting the blackouts a 
couple burlesky gags in “one” and 
several specialties, 

Bedini does little outside of hus- 
band role in bedroom blackout. He 
probably produced and staged. 

Vic Laurie, featured, leads the 
specialty array in song numbers, 
with a letter-reading interlude 
sandwiched for gags that aren’t so 
hot but get a few mild laughs. 
Iaurie is a smooth performer and 
clicks nicely in two numbers with 
comical lyrics set to tunes of well 
known pops. 

Others are Jack Kellar, mostly 
straight but offering a fairly enter- 
taining solo, and Helen Howard 
and Guy Nelle. A hard-shoe dance 
and fast toward the windup gets 
Miss Howard a good hand or by 
all rights should. 

Third here and over wtrong. 

thar. 


O’CONNOR SISTERS (2) 
Songs 

10 Mins.; One 

58th St. (V-P) 

This is the third pair of O’Connor 
Sisters to be given a New Act no- 
tice by “Variety.” Last notice of 
an act of the same name was in 
1924, also warblers. This turn ap- 
pears to have a different style of 


as “Radio's Favorite Harmonists,” 
which brings them up to date. Any- 
way, their material is new. 

Girls are called Lilyan and Ann 
Marie. Both are lookers, one @ 
blonde and the other a brunet, but 
will find it tough getting by with 
that “sister” billing. 

They stick to straight harmony, 
the blonde at the ivories. Voices 
are pleasant with the blonde pos- 
sessing the stronger tonsils. Latter 
does the only solo. 

Harmony can be improved upon. 
It’s a bit weak as is and just makes 
the grade for a fair vocal deucer. 

All songs are pops. 


BLACK and GOLD 


Acrobatic 
8 Min.; One and Three (Special) 
State (V-P) 


Worthwhile acrobatic endurance 
act presented differently through 
use of complicated props with paper- 
covered hoops through which jumps 
are made to hand-to-hand contacts. 
Suits for opening or closing spots in 
general run of vaudfilms, small or 
big. 

Billing apparently from black and 
gold motif carried out in setting 
and costumes, 

Team opens in “one” for hand-to- 
hand endurance bits, offset by use 
of some complicated props an 
closes in “three,” with the long 
catches through the hoops giving 
the “sensational” angle a lot of 
vaudfilm fans go for. Char 


“ARABIAN FROLICS” 
Acrobatic 

6 Mins., Four. 
Palace. (St. V). 


Different from similar Arab acro- 
batic troupes, presented by Ben 
Hamid and others, only with respect 
to the endurance bit in which one 
of the acrobats stands on his feet 
with nine of his colleagues draping 
him. Colorless, drab costumes 
against act, as with most of this 
type, but will do for opening oF 
closing spots here and there. 

The troupe includes eight men 
and two women, latter taking as 
much part in pyramiding and tum- 


bling as the males. Char. 


working, besides billing themselves . 
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Numerals 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (AUGUST 9) 
THIS WEEK (AUGUST 2) 


in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


RKO 


RK CITY 
yew YOR™ 


Vale & Stewart 
On Rio Grande 
M & A Clarke 


1st Rae & Night Hawk 
count and half (6-8) 
( Downey- y 

Smith-Barker 


At Paramount, N. Y..C. 


This Week with “HIGH SPEED” Co. 
Dir. LED SMITH 
ee Co Yale Univ Bd 
Ait) Ken Christy Co 
(Cod half (6-8) Raymond-Caverly 
Archie & G Falls Meyers-LuBow Co 
Rome & Dunn Palace (9) 


yercell Sis 
Joe Marks & Co 
Coliseum 
ist half (9-12) 
Agemos 
cea 
rds-Arm’'d’ 
half 
ash & Fately 
& Gibbs 
Curtis Wright Bd 
ond half (6-8) 
4 Phillips 
Worthy & Thomps'n 
Medley & Dupree 
Gallo-P Tisen & Co 


Sist St. 

ist half (9-12) 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Senator Murphy 
“nd half (13-15) 
(Others to fill) 

nd half (6-8) 
Alexander Sis 
Wm O'Neill 
M Montgomery 
Buster West 


86th St. 
ist half (9-12) 
Bert Hanlon 
Curtis Wright Bd 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Curley Burnes 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Robbins 3 
H & D Dixon 
Karyl Norman 
Roy Sedley 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
58th St 


lst half (9-12) 
Silver, Freed Co 
F Radcliff Co 
Al Tucker & Gang 
end half (13-15) 
Freeman, Rus & M 
Charlena, Diamond 
High Steppers 

2nd half (6-8) 
Vardell Bros 
Irmanette 
D & H Blossom 
Art Frank 

Fordham (9) 
Gold & Ray 
Berkes & Wallace 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
(Two to fill) 


(2) 
Geraldine, Victoria 
Irving O’Dunn 
“Rise of Goldbergs”’ 
Bob Nelson 
Chaney & Fox 


Franklin 

Ist half (9-12) 
Ford & Price 
Browning & Clark 
Seed & London Co 
Great Rolle Co 
Fauntelroy & Van 

Brownson & Girls 
2nd half (13-15) 
Togo & C Blossoms 
Dick Ryan & Co 


Yates & Lawley 
Harriet Hoctor 
Geo Jessell 

(Others to fill) 


H Justa & Charlie 
Harry Richman 
Block & Sully 
Frances Williams 
Paul Remos 
Claiborne Foster 
Maidie & Ray 
Arabian Frolics 


Royal 
ist half (9-12) 
Cyclonic 2 
Marshall Sis 
Ann Bowland Co 
@nd half (13-15) 
B Miller 
Frank Radcliff 
Ted Marcel & Co 
Esmond & Grant 
Al Tucker & Gang 
2nd half (6-8) 
Opera vs Jazz 
Neil Kirk 
F Heider Co 
Winchester-Ross 
Flo Gast Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (9) 
Max & His Gang 
Ruth Ford 
Kaye & Maye Rev 
Medley & Dupree 
Art Co 


) 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Victor Oliver 
Billy Kelly Co 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Curtis Wright Bd 


Dyker 
half (13-15) 
Ketch & Wilma 
4 Singaporeans 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Pearson Bros 
C & M Berry 
Marie Harcourt 
Gypsy Byrne 
(One to fill) 
Flashing 
ist half (9-12) 
Irmanette 
Billy Kelly Co 
Buster West 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Senator Murphy 
Edwards-Armid’ Co 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Bloomberg’s Alask” 
Zelaya 
Summers & Hunt 
Harriett Hoctor 
Joe Laurie Js 
Kenmore 
ist half (9-12) 
Gracella & Theod're 
Jack Waldron 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
(Five to fill) 
2nd half - (13-15) 
Nancy Decker 
Jos B Stanley 


4 Eaton Boys Buster West 
8 Liebert Co (Two to fill) 
Joyner & Foster 2nd half (6-8) 
2nd half (6-8) Rector & Dorreen 
aVar Br, Pingree | Bobby Folson 
O'Connor Sis Danny Small 
ARTHUR S. WILLIAM 


BLONDELL and MACK 


Booking Exclusively with 
R-K-O and AFFILIATIONS 
Standard Acts—Communicate 
Suite 1313 Bond Building 
1560 Broadway, New York 
Phone Bryant 2332 


—7 


LaRocca Edw 
ards-Armid’ Co 
Geo Jessel Madison 


€rsonality Mirrors 
‘ave Ferguson 
Hamilton 
xt half (9-12) 
luting’s Ent’r’ners 
Singaporeans 
n Rio Grande 
(Two to fill) 
(13-15) 
Irmanette 


to 
nd h x 
rend halt (6-8) 


& Clark 
Frank Dobson 
ave Vine 
Jefferson 
Ist half (9- 
fRocketts 
nter & Mont 
lew White & Co 
F Trado 


5 rman Rey 
<n 
half (13-15) 


Uting’s Enter’n'rs | 


Ist half (9-12) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Zelaya 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
“Rise of Goldbergs’”’ 
(Others to fill) 

2nd half (6-8) 
Jerome & Gamble 
C Emmy & Pets 
Fred Ardath Co 
Bomby Co 
(One to fill) 

AKRON 

Keith’s (9) 
Bob Robinson 
Honey Boys 
Sandy Lang 
Randall & Watson 


(2) 
Eliz Morgan & Co 
Leslie Strange 
; & G Ahearn 
Lady Alice’s Pets 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (11) 
6 Galenos 
Cook Sis 
Sol Gould 


J Burchill & | 


(4) 


Cirillo Bros 

Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 

Webb's Entertain'rs 


BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (9) 
Cirillo Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's 


Lime 3 
Wilson, Kepple & B 
H Fox & Co 
Tracey & Hay 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (9) 
M Zoller & Co 
Olyn Landick 
Gloria Foy & Co 
Vox & Walters 
4 Phillips 


(2 
Cook Mortimer & H 
Ewing Eaton 
Solly Ward & Co 
Yates & Lawley 
Kluting’s Entert’s 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (9) 
H Justa & Charlie 
Fred Craig Jr 
Conlin & Glass 
Georgie Price 
M Colleano & Co 
(2) 


Cadet 6 
Paul Kirkland 
Claudia Coleman 
Yorke & King' 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 

Orpheum (9) 
Lime 3 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Fox & Co 
Tracey & Hay 

(2) 


Hungaria Tr 
Ernest Hiatt 
Jos B Sttanley 
D Carroll & McC 
CHICAGO 
Palace (9) 
Pasquali Bros 
Lee Morse 
Jos B Stanley 
Irving Edwards 
A Friedland’s 20th 
Rev 
re 


Murand & Girton 

Dotson 

L McConnell & Co 

Eddie Dowling 

D Aspeazu & 
Havana Casino Bd 
State Lake (2) 

Larimer & Hudson 

Boyd Senter 

Tiny Town Rev 

Johnny Burke 

B Seeley & Co 
CINCINNATI 

Keith’s (9) 

Tiny Town Rev 

E Bergen & Co 

W & G Ahearn 

Johnny Burke 

( 


) 
Olympias’ P Win’rs 
Mills & Shea 
T & R Romaine 
Little Jack Little 
Long Tack Sam 

CLEVELAND 
Palace (9) 
Mascagno 4 
Mills & Shea 
D Aspeazu & 
Havana Casino Bd 
Benny Rubin 
Long Sam 


( 

G Smith & Buddies 
Edgar Bergen & Co 
Louise Groody & Co 
Conlin & Glass 
Louisville Loons 

105th St. (9) 
J Sailer & Peaches 
Johnny Hyman 
Joe Howard Co 
McLallen & Sarah 

DALLAS, TEX. 

Keith’s (2) 
Tinova & Baikoft 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Joe Mendi 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Keith’s (9) 
Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 
(2) 


Kaswell Sis 
Fauntelroy & Van 
Ray, Cal N Hawks 
Chaz Chase 
Tom McAuiff 
HOUSTON 
Keith’s (9) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Bd 
(2) 


Rus Art Circus 

4 Carleton Bros 

T Murdock & Co 

Earl Faber & Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (9) 

A Pritchard & Co 

Zelda Santley 

lL McConnell & Co 

Eddie Nelson & Co 

St Claire Sis-O’Day 


(2) 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Ledova & Co 
Fred Lightner 
Art Landry & Bd 
LONG BEACH 
State 
L Osborne & 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana & Co 
Geraldine & Joe 
(2) 
Kanazaw Boys 
H Foster Welch 
Carroll & M Lewis 
H Carroll's Revu'te 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (9) 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Loma Worth 
Sylvia Clark 
Lights 


Lane, Osborne & C 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana & Co 
Kramer & Boyle 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (9) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Carr & Co 
Chain & Conroy 
B Seeley & B Fields 
(2) 


A & Sonny Lamont 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Ward & Van 
Casa & Lehn 


MONTREAL 
Imperial (9) 
May Wirth, Family 
Rudell & Dunnigan 

Jane Dillon 
Freda & Palace 


Rio Bros & LaSalle 
Curley Burns & Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Beehee & Rubyatt 
NEWARK 
Palace (9) 
Robinson De W Co 
Danny Small 
Smith & Barker 
Bomby Radio Gang 
Walter Wahl 


A Petley & Co 

Chesleigh & Gibbs 

Loring Smith & Co 

Jos Regan & Co 

Gloria Foy 

NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (9) 

Rus Art Circus 

4 Carleton Bros 

Teck Murdock & Co 

Earl Faber & Co 

(2) 

6 Galenos 

Cook Sis 

Sol Gould 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (9) 

Bob Ripa 

Kerr & Ensign 

Bob Murphy 

J Discov 


Loma Worth 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Sylvia Clark 
Lights & Shadows 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (8) 
C Blossom & June 
Dan Duncan & Co 
Joe Termini 
Zastro & Co 
) 


Cardini 

C Wenthworth & Co 

Scott Saunders 

Lee Twins 

OMAHA 

Orpheum (9) 

Geo Andree & Co 

Lander Bros 

Palm Beach Nights 

2) 


Butler & 
SCHEN Ec 


Ist (9-12) 
Raymond Lehr Co 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
JI &C Lee 
Fauntelroy & Van 
G & P Magley 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (6-8) 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
G & C Worth 
Francis Renault 
Fulton & Parker 

ST. LOUIS 

Orpheum (9) 
Stev Nelson & Stev 
Ledova & Co 
Fred Leightner 
Art Landry & Bd 

«2 


De Toregoes 

Lytall & Fant 

Kitty Doner 

Frank Gaby 

C Bennington & Co 

ST. PAUL 

Orpheum (9) 

A & S Lamont 

Fleurette Jeoffrie 


Freeman, Rus & M 
Dewn Home 
2nd half (13-15) 
Sydney Stone 
Anna Chandler Co 
Milt Bronson Giris 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Silver-Freed Co 
Edwards & Ray 
B Ralston Co 
McManus & Hickey 
Rio Grande 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (9) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 
(Two to fill) 
(2) 


Samaroft & Sonia 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 

ist half (9-12) 
A Kaufman Girls 
Pearson Bros 
Ketch & Wilma 
Chas Melson 

2nd half (13-15) 


or 


R-K-O Agent Wanted 


for 

BLACK AND GOLD 

Loew’s State, New York 
(Aug. 2-8) 

First New York showing with 
iginal flash finish 
301 Liberty Street, 

Direction IRVING COOPER 


Schenectady, N. Y. 


Casa & Lehn 
Ward & Van 
o 


La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig Friscoe & Bd 
TORONTO 
Imperial (9) 
Tom McAuliff Co 
The Warners 
Isle Marvenge Co 
Besser & Balfour 
Billy Co 


Gold & Rae 

Rudell & Dunnigan 

Jane Dillon 

Freda & Palace 

M Wirth & Family 
Shea’s (9) 

Cadet 6 

Paul Kirkland 

Claudia Coleman 

Yorke & 


( 
Raymond Baird 
Odds & Ends 
(Others to filly 

TRENTON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (9-12) 
Downey & Libby 
Donavon Sis & B 
Fisher & Hurst 


A Kaufman & Girls 
Cyclone Duo 
Holden & King 
Donia & Clark 
Chas Melson 

2nd half (6-8) 
Ada Kaufman Co 
Happy Feet 
Freeman, Rus & M 
Marie DeComba 
Chas Melson 


WINNIPEG 
La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig Friscoe 
2nd half 
The Berkoffs 
Don Galvin 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
ist haif (9-12) 
Togo & C Blossoms 
Sydney Stone 
A Chandler & Co 
B'way Baby 
2nd half (13-15) 
Rio Bros & LaSalle 
Chaz Chase 
Melodyland 
2nd half (6-8) 
Bert Nagel & Co 
Margie Coates 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (1) 
“Dance Invitation” 

Joyce Coles 
Ivan Triesault 
Carlo Ferretti 
Capitol Ballet 
“Blushing Brides” 
Paramount (1) 
“High Speed”’ 
Eddie Stanley 
Wilber Hall 
Deno & Rochelle 
3 Blue Steppers 
Virginia Ray 
D Gould & Rev 
“Grumpy” 

Rexy (1) 
“Summer Idyll” 
Patricia Bowman 
Beatrice Belkin 
Dorothy Millet 
William Robyn 
“La Tickera” 

I Caesar & Co 
“Common Clay” 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Chicago (1) 
“Home Wreckers” 
An & L Carr 
Beverly Girls 
B & E Newell 
O'Donnell & Blair 
“Man from Wyo” 

Marbro (1) 
“Sand Witches” 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Syd Lewis 
Morgan 3 
Armand & Perez 
Rhythm Boys 
Lambert Ballet 
‘So This Is London’ 

Oriental (1) 
“Lawn Party” 
Harry Rose Bd 
Sammels Bros 
Lambert Ballet 
“Love Among M's” 

Paradise (1) 
“Dude Ranch” 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Burns & Kissen 
Jazz Lips Rich'dson 
Darling 2 
The Rangers 
“Social Lion” 

Tivoli (1) 
“Satan's Holiday” 
Larry Rich Bd 
D Eddy & Douglas 
“Social Lion” 

Uptown (1) 
“Campus Daze” 

Al Kvale Bd 

Sully & Thomas 

Cuby & Smith 

Roberts Sis 

Evans Boys & Girls 

“Social Lion’’ 
BOSTON 

Metropolitan (2) 

“Ole Virginny” 

Slim Timblin & Co 

Pauline Gaskins 

Calif Crooners 

M Reade Girls 

‘Sap from Syrac’se’ 


: Reilly Chilaren Nash & Fatley BROOKLYN 
JACK L, LIPSHUTZ 
189 West a7eh St. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 


Eddie Nelson 
St Claire Sis, O’Day 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
ist half (9-12) 
Nash & Fately 
Chaz Chase 
Lucille Bernstead 
2nd half (13-15) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Clifford & Marion 
Great Rolle & Co 
2nd half (6-8) 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Adelaide Hall 
Sen, Murphy 
Robinson-Witt Co 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (9) 
Har( Swan & Luc 
La Marr & Boyce 
Scooter Lowry 
C Withers Opera 


W Higgie & Girls 
Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy’s Gang 

ROCHESTER 

Keith’s (9) 
Jack Osterman 
Eva Clark 
J & K Spangler 
Kitaros 

SALEM 

Keith’s (9) 
W Higgie & Girls 
Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy's Gang 


(2) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Wheeler & Morton 
Mr Wu & Co 
SALT LAKE 
Orpheum (9) 
Flo Mayo & Co 
Gracie Barrie 
Grace & M Eline 
B Egan & Redheads 
(2) 
G Andree 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
(Others to fill) 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (2) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Bd 
(Others to fill) 
SAN DIEGO 


Orpheum (9) 
L Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 


Viola Dana 
Kramer & Boyle 
(2) 


Kanazawa Boys 
H Foster Welch 
H Carrol & M Lewis 
Harry Carroll's Rev 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Golden Gate (9) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Mr Wu & Co 

(2) 


Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
J Daly-RKO Discov 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (9) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 
(2 


) 
Chappelle, Carlton 
Smith & Rogers 
Milo 


Bob Nelson 
(Others to fill) 

2nd half (6-8) 
Morton & Higgins 
Evening Stars 
Dooley & Sales 
(Two to fill) 

UNION HILL 

Capitol 
ist half (9-12) 


Katie Sandwina Co 
Carlena Diamond 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith's (9) 
G Smith & Buddies 
Leslie Strange 
T & R Romaine 
R Cummings & Co 
Murand 


Mascagno 4 
Bernard & Henri 
Grace Nile & Co 
Georgie Price 

M Colleano & Co 


Western R-K-0 


CANTON, O. 
Loew's 
2nd half (13-15) 
Perry 2 & Taris 
Floyd's Singing C's 
Howard & Todd 
On Wah Tr 


CEDAR RPD&., IA. 
Iowa 

Ist half (9-11) 
Boyd Senter & Co 
Dalton & Craig 
Evelyn Dean Boys 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (12-15) 
4 Uessems 
Harvey 
Eddie Borden & Co 
The Detoregoes 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Englewood 
Ist half (9-11) 


Brown Country R's 


LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (10) 

Clark & Smith 

E Sanderson & Co 

(Others to fill) 


MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 

ist half (9-11) 
Nan Halperin 
King Steppers 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (12-16) 
Hope Vernon 
Joe Young & Co 
(One to fill) 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Orpheum (8) 
Marsh & Archer 
Roisman’s Alaba’s 
(Two to fill) 


~ EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Renarai 3 

WLS Showboat 
Eno Tr 

2nd half (12-15) 
Bruno Weiss 3 
(Others to fill) 


DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 

1st half (9-11) 
The Detoregoes 
Wheeler & Morton 
4 Uessems 

2nd half (12-15) 
E Dean & Boys 
Chamberlain & E’rl 
Boyd Senter & Co 


DES MOINES, IA. 

Orpheum 
Ist half (9-11) 

3 Allison Sis 

Lucille Sis 

E Borden & Co 

2nd half (12-15) 

Schict!’s Wonder't’s 

George Lyons 

J Randall & Co 

IND’N’POLIS, IND. 
Lyrie {8) 


Dot Myers Rev 
| Lydia Harris 
'Ray & Nord 


MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Riverside (8) 
Grace Doro 
Billy Maine & Co 
(Three to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (9-11) 
Hope Vernon 
Joe Young 
Stan Bros & Attree 
(One to fill) 
2n half (12-15) 
Wheeler & Morton 
A Nite in Miami 
(Two to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (8-16) 
Schictl’s Wond'r'tes 
George Lyons 
Jack Randall & Co 
(Two to fill) 
80. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
Ist half (9-11) 
The Ingenues 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (12-15) 
Eno Tr 
Lucille Sis 
Paxton 
(One to fill) 


Frank Richardson 
Sam Jack Kaufman 
Bob West 
Jack McBride 
Terrell & Hanley 
Naynon's Birds 
Mavis & Ted 
Reichard & LaVine 
Fawcett, Thurston 
Sunkist Beauties 
“Good Intentions” 
Paramount (1) 
*“Noah’s Ark’’ 
Paul Ash 
Earl & Elsie 
Joe Besser 
Al Siegel 
Pansy (horse) 
Ethel Merman 
Berinoff & Eulalie 
B Farrel & Dad 
“Anybodys’ War” 
BUFFALO 
Baffalo (2) 
‘“‘Moonbeams” 
Eddie Lambert 


D Berke & Co 
G D Washington 
Leon Barte 
M Wynn & Buddy 
Ashley Paige 
Senorita Carita 
“Let's Go Native” 
Hippodrome (2) 
York & King 
Claudia Coleman 
P Kirkland & Co 
Thompson & Smith 
“Sweet Mama” 


CLEVELAND 

State (2) 
“Steel Blues” 
Dave Schooler 
June Carr 
Les Gellis 
Chester Haie Girls 
(Others to fill) 
“Sins of Children” 


DETROIT 

Fisher (2) 
“Coney Island 
Sammy Lewis 
Patti Moore 
Clyde Hager 
Jim The Bear 
Sonny O'Brien 
F Evans Girls 
“Way Out West” 

Fox. (2) 
“Bells & Belles” 
Eddie Peabody 
Princess Wahletka 
(Others to fill) 
“Man Trouble” 


Michigan (2) 
‘Boop-Boopa-Doop’ 
Helen Kane 
(Others to fill) 
‘Dangerous N McG’ 


MIN’APOLIS, MIN, 
Minnesota (9) 
“Dude Ranch” 
Burns & Kissen 
Jazz Lips ‘Rich'son 
Darling 2 
The Rangers 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (2) 
‘“‘Marble” 

(Others to fill) 
“Way Out West” 
NEWARK 
Branferd (2) 

Eddie Carr 
Harold Reider 
Gabriel Hines 
(Others to fill) 
“Surprise Week” 
Proctor’s (2) 
Jos Regan 
Golria Foy 
Critcherson & Dav’'s 
Loring Smith 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
A Petley & Co 
‘Inside the Lines’’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earl (2) 
“Frosty Frolic” 
Jay Mills 
Clifford & Marion 
Peppino & Carthe 
Crystal 3 
Patti Spears 
Littlefield Girls 
“Matrimonial Bed” 
Fox 
“Coral” 
Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoans 
Eddie Hanley 
Petite Marie 
Oscar Taylor 
Tejaz 
Sunkist Beauties 
“Hell's Island” 
Mastbaum (2) 
“Sportland” 
Davey Lee 
Charlie Kaley 
Stan Kavanaugh 
George Beatty 
Olive Fays 
“For the Defense” 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (2) 
Buddy Page 
Wilton & Weber 
Wilton Crawley 
“For the Defense’ 
Penn (2) 
“Singing to Stars’ 
Peggy Taylor 
G Leon Ensemble 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Blushing Brides” 
Stanley (2) 
“Ginger Snaps” 
Dick Powell 
(Others to fill) 
“Dawn Patrol” 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (9-12) 
Bee Jung 
3 Rolling Stones 
Forsyth & Kelly 


N Lockford & Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 


Sherman & Ryan 
Ray Shannon & Co 
Pinkus & Heyward 
F Sylvester & Co 
(One to fill) 
Lincoln Sq. 
Ist half (9-12) 
Zelda Bros 
Hinds & Leonard 
Fulton & Parker 
Saranoff & O'R 


C Snow & Pirates 
2nd half (13-15) 
Jack Hanley 
Robles & Hamilton 
M Kaye & Co 


(Two to filly 
Loew's 46th St. 
Ist half (9-12) 

Donals Sis 

Al Norman 

Lillian Morton 

Maryland Colleg’ns 


) 
(13-15) 
Dixie Hamilton 
Jack Usher & Co 
Paul Mall 
Gale & Carson Rev 
(One to fill) 
National 

lst half (9-12) 
3 Hanlon Boys 
King & Breen 
Robles & Hamilton 
Nat Haines & Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (13-15) 
Donalis Sis 
Cygi & Co 
Wm Ebbs & Co 
Jackson & Clifford 
N Laockford & Co 
Orpheum 

Ist half (9-12) 
Jack Hanley 
Corty & Lee 
Ruck & Bubbles 
| J Rankin & Girls 
| (One to fill) 


2nd half (13-15) 
Al Norman 
Forsyth & Kelly 


*PChaney & Fox Co 


(Two to fill) 


Paradise (9) 
Teddy Joyce 
Les Ghezzis 
Shirley Richards 
3 McCann Sis 
Wilton Crowley 

State (9) 
Heart Strongs Co 
A Ball & Co 
Carlton Emmy’s 
Oriental Sketches 
(Two to filly 

BROOKLYN 

Gates Ave. 

Ist half (9-12) 
Selma Braatz & Co 
Cygi & Co 
Géo Niblo 
Boyle & 
Gale & Carson Rev 
2nd half (13-15) 
Agemos 
Corty & Lee 
Seed & London 
Primrose Seamon 
Maryland Colleg'ns 

Metropolitan (9) 
La Fleur & Portia 
Bernard & Townes 
The Moneymoon 
3 Swifts 
Allie Ross 
Connie’s Inn Bd 

Pitkin 

Ist half (9-12) 
Urbanis 
Morley Sis 
Bedini-Howard Co 
Primrose Seamon 
F Masters & Co 
2nd half (13-15) 
6 Crackerjacks 
Russell & Marconi 
Dolly Kay 
Ben Blue & Co 
(One to fill) 

Valencia (9) 
Raye-Ellis & LaR 
Ray Collins 
Cc J Lindermann 
(Others to filly 

ATLANTA 

Loew's (9) 

i Davis & Lrown 


| Georgie Hunter 
Bayes & Speck 
R & R Lyte Rev 
BALTIMORE 
Loew's (9) 
Waring’s Penna’s 
(Others to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
Ist half (9-12) 
P Kodak € Sis 
Paul Mall 
Chaney & Fox Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Monroe Bros 
P Packard & Co 
Fulton & Parker 
Hall & Pillard 
Pirate Queen 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (9) 
B Challis & Co 
W Sharples & Co 
Jordan & Grace 
Klein Bros 
Parker-Babb & Bd 
CANTON 
Loew's (9) 
Kafka-Stan & Mae 
Tom Fulmer & Co 


Kemper & Jean Co 
B Wells & 4 Fays 


— 


Herbert Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Leo Chalzel 
Oliver Harris 
MEMPHIS 
State (9) 
Trudina & Co 
T Wilson & Co 
Fle Lewis & to 
T Brown-Brown Br 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (9) 
Harrison's Circus 
Eliz Brice & Co 
F D'Amore & Co 
Cole & Snyder 
Betty Cooper Rev 
NEWARK 
Loew's (9) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Dorothy Wah! & Co 
Chase & La Tour 
Melino & Davis 
Living Jewels 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Park (9) 
Paulus 
A Petley & Co 
Sig Franz & Co 
Florenz Duo 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (9) 
Frank Wilson 


“THE TAPPISTRY 


EXPERT” 


New In C. B. COCHRAN’S 
*1930 REVUE” 
JACK POWELL 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


CAPITOL 
Loew's (9) 
Ivan Triesault 
Joyce Coles 
Carlo Ferratti 
(Others to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (9) 
Pegry Taylor 4 
Wesley Bounton 
Hiida Butsova 
(Others to filly 
COLUMBUS 
Loew's (9) 
Dave Schooler 
Les Gellis 
June Carr 
to fill) 
HOUSTON 
Loew's (9) 
Prosper & Maret 
KE Clitford & Co 
Westen & Lyons 
Rhyme, Reason Co 
JERSEY CITY 
State (9) 
Herman Timberg 
Sammy Timberg 


Harriet & Hutchins 

Mary Haynes & Co 

Enchanted Forrest 
NORFOLK 
State (9) 

Gautier’s Toy Shop 

Doyle & Donnelly 

Dave Vine 

U S Indian Ba 

PITTSBURGH 

Loew's (9) 

Ray Real 

Arnaut Bros 

Babs 

Gaynor & Byron 
TORONTO 
Loew's (9) 

Mann-Brad, VanA 

Bill Casey & Co 

Gordon & Walker 

Trixie Friganza 

Romas Tr 

WASH’N’'TON, D.C, 
Loew's (9) 

Jack Pepper 

Bobby Gillette 

May Joyce 

Gordon & King 


Fanchon & Marco 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox 
“Peasant” 
June Worth 
Johnson & Dyker 
Deihl Sis 


Maxine Evelyn 
Jimmy Penman 
Franklin & Astell 
LOS ANGELES 
State (7) 
“Swamp” 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


General Levine 
Belcher Dancers 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace (9) 
‘*‘Marble”’ 
Roy Smoot 
Francia 
Al & Jack Rand 
Hector & Gang 
Harris 3 
Georgene & Henry 
BROOKLYN, N. ¥ 
Fox (8) 
“Eyes” 
6 Candreva Bros 
Don Carroll 
Paul Olsen 
B & E Burroft 
Keo, Yoki & Toki 
BUTTE, MONT, 
Fox (7-10) 
“Rose Garden” 
R Donahue & Uno 
Harold Stanton 
Hall & Essley 
3 Jack & 1 Queen 
Helen Petch 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (8) 
“City Service” 
Shapiro & O'Malley 
Seb Meza 
Laddie LaMonte 
George Jage 
Frank Sterling 
DENVER, COLO, 
Grand (7) 
“Brunettes” 
Slate Bros 
Chirot & Mercado 
Has'n’s Bluestreaks 
Hirsch-Arnold Girls 
DETROIT, MICH, 
Fox (8) 
“Milky Way” 
Vernon Stites 
Noree 
Stone 
sert 


& Lee 
Faye 


(Others to fill) 


MILWAUK’E, WIS, 
Wisconsin (8-14) 

“Box o’ Candy” 

Lynn Cowan 

Jones & Hul 

Myrtle Gordon 

Reeves & Lou 

Marie, Lucy, Irene 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace (9) 

“Skirts’’ 

McDonald & Dean 

Julia Curtiss 

Ruth Silver 

Up In Air Girls 


NEW YORK CITY 
Crotena (9-12 
‘Sunshine’ 
Vince Silk 
Barton & Young 
Langan & Selby 
Mary M Lou 
Richard Wally 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (9-15) 
“Bells & Belles’’ 
Eddie Hill 
Eva Thornton 
Dunbar Bell Ring’s 
Tommy Harris 
Fran, Ted & Byron 
Lorettta 
OAKLAND, CALIF, 
Oakland (8) 
“In Blue’”’ 
Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Webster & Marino 
OKLA, CY, OKLA, 
Orpheum (5-7) 
“Desert” 
E & M Reck 
Muriel Srtyker 
Cropley & Violet 
Chief Eagle F 


Carla Torney Girls 


Warde & Montgom’ 
Steve Moroni 
FRESNO, CALIF. 
Wilson (7-9) 
“Green Devil’ 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles & Kover & 
Bobby Gilbert 
Harvey Karels 
Rita Lane 


HARTFORD, CT. 


Capitol (9) 
“B'way Venuses”’ 
Mel Klee 


16 Beauty Winners 
Aerial Bartletts 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (7) 
“Wild & Wooly” 
Harts Krazy Kats 
Bud Carlell 
Aussie & Czech 
Davis & LaRue 
Bud Murray Girls 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (7-10) 
“Gems & Jams” 
J & J McKenna 
Will Cowan 
Nee Wong 


(Continued on page 63) 


PASADENA 
Colorado (7) 
“Gobs of Joy” 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELP’, PA, 
Fox (8) 
“Trees” 
Terrell & Henley 
Naynon’s Birds 
Reicard & Levine 
Mavis & Ted 
Fawcett - Thurston 
Esther Campbell 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
broadway (7) 
“Country Club” 
Leonora Cori 
Masters & Grayce 
Ray Samuels 
Loulse & Mitchell 
SAN DIEGO, CAL, 
Fox (7) 
“Modes” 
Shore & Moore 
Sunkist Ensemble 
Harry Smirl 
Phil Arnold 
Haline Frances 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (8) 
“Victor Herbert” 
Buddy Howe 
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VARIETY 


a 


Wednesday, August 6, 1939 


Bands and 


(Week of August 11) 


Orchestras 


without charge. 


included. 


Permanent addresses of banas or orchestras will De published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 


A 


Aaronson, Irving, Granada C., Chicago. 
Albert Don. Loew's Jersey City, J. C. 
Albin, Jack, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Alsdorf, U. J., 93 Liberty St., Newburgh. 
Almare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Anderson, Warren, 613 N. 47 St., Seattle 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 
Arcadia Syncopatora (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St.. Phila. 
Arnheim, Gus, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Ash, Paul, Par T., N. ¥. C. 
Astoria, 36, P. O. Box 898. Coral Gables, 
Fila. 
Atkins, A. P., 83614 6th Ave., Dea Moines 
Austin, 3., Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 


Baird, Maynard, orystal T., Knoxville. 

Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 

Ballew, Smith, Baker H., Dallas. 

Bard, Jos., Golden Peasant R., Balto. 

Barnard, B.. 380 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 

Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miamt. 

Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac, Detrolt. 

Barzley, Beonar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk. L. I. 

Basile, Joe, 65 No. 14th St., Newark, N. 8. 

Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 

Bauer, F. J.. 67 Ormond St., Rochester, 
N. Y. 

Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 

Baxter, Phil, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 

Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), 8 Mohawk 
Bt., Cohoes, N. Y. 

Beale, Bob, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 

Beckley, T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington. 
Del. 

Bentave, Sam, Capitol T.. Detroit. 

_ Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
N. J. 


Berget, Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 

Berger, W. J.. 5449 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh. 

Berger, Herb, Chase H., St. L. 

Bernie, Ben, Roosevelt H., Hollywood, 
Cal. 

Bestor, Don, Convention H., Atlantic 
City. 


Bigelow, Don, Park Central H., N. Y. C. 

Bingham, T. W., 18 S. Ryan St., Buffalo. 

Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 

Bloom, Leon, Station WBBM, Wrigley 
Bldg., Chi. 

Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 
cago. 

Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 
Mass, 

Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston, 

Bradfield, Max, Fox T., Detroit. 

Brambilla. M.. St. Francis T., San Fran- 
cisco. 

Brandy's Singing, Eagles B., Milwaukee. 

Breeskin, Daniel. Earle T., Washington. 

Brigode Ace, Danceland B. R., Cleve. 

B'way Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 
troit. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 

Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
elsco. 

Brownagle, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg. 
Pa. 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 8. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 60, Main &t., 


Akron, O. 
Buloswkies Calife., Eagle B., Milwaukee 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. Y. C. 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 
Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 
Burtnett, Earl, Biitmore H., L. A. 
Burtson, Buddy, Richmond H., Richmond, 
Va. 
Busse, 
einnati, 
Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 
Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spokane. 
Byers, Hale, Barney Gallant's, 
a; 
Cc 


Cairns, Danny, Orpheum T., L. A. 

Calif. Collegians, Lyric T., N. Y. C. 

Calloway Cab, Cotton Club, N. Y. C. 

Caperoon, Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J 

Cappo, Joe, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Randolph, 
Chi. 

Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 

Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 

Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, 
Pa. 

Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Cavallaro, John, 20 Irving S8t., New 
Haven. 

Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club. Pittsburgh. 

Cervone, Izzy, 602 Blackstone Bildg.., 
Pittsburgh. 

Chapman, Jack, Drake H., Chicago. 

Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, O. 

Col. F., 252 W. Dougias St., Reading, Pa. 
Coleman, Emil, Brook C., Saratoga. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve 
land. 

Condelori, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 
Connelly, H. R., 489 Central Ave.. 
Bridgeport, Coma, 


Henry, Castle Farms C., Cin- 


W. 8th 


Conrad H., 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Cooley. Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

Coon-Sanders, Dell's, Morton Grove, Ill. 
Cowan, Lynn, Bivd. T., L. A. 

Coyle, L. H., 219 S. 10th St., Easton, Pa 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 


Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown. 

Crawford, “Buzz,” 2113 Pennsylvania 
Ave.. N. W., Washington. 


Crawford. Thomas L.. Wichita, Kan. 
Cullen, 8B. 814 &. etn St.. South Bos- 


ton. 

Cummings, Johnnie, 29 East Ave., Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 

Currie, Harry. seelbach H., Louisville. 


D’artit’s Orch., 51 14th 
Conn. 

Dantzig, E. J., Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
Daugherty, Kmory, Jardin Lido, Arling- 
ton H., Washington, D. C. 

Davidson, J. W.. Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis, 
Davis. Doc, Drake H., Chicago. 

Davis, Eddie, 1674 Bway., N. Y. C. 
Davison. Wait, Mainstreet T.. K. C. 
Delbridge, Dei., Capitol T., Detroit. 

Del Pozo, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Norwich. 


J.. 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
yo. 
Denny, Jack, Gibson H., Cincinnati. 


Deterich, Roy. Avaion T.. Chicago. 
‘ owe Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
eld, 
Domino Orch., 22 4th St., Troy, N. Y. 
Donnelly, W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave., E. 
Orange, N. J. 

Dolin, Max, c-o Natl. Bdcasting Co. S. F. 
orn Chas., Hollywood R., N. 


Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H.. Phila. 
Dunn, Jack, Cinderella Roof B. R., L. A. 


E 
Edmund, Gen, Alexandria H., L. A. 


Edwards, Gus C,, Terrace Gardens, Chi 
Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Colonia: 
Baston, 

Elinor, Carle, Carthay Circle, L. A. 
Ellis, F., St. Francis H., S. F. 
one Duke, c-o Mills, 148 W. 46th 


Elmwood Band, 372 Van Nostrand Ave.. 
Jersey City. 

Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Lou, Egyptian T., Holly wood. 
Essig, Abe, 10v0 St. Nicholas Ave.. 


. . 


Fabeilo, Phil, Coliseum T., N. Y. C. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fallon, Owen, Wilson’s D. H., L. A. 
Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. ¥. C. 
Fay. Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. 8t., Oakland 


al. 

Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 98th St., Cleveland 
Feyl, J. W., 878-River St.. Troy, N. Y. 
Fiorito, Ted, Hollywood Gardens, Pelham, 
N. Y 


Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L., 914 So. Westnedge 8t.. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Fisher. Mark. Variety, Chicago. 
a Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 
ich. 
A. M.. 174 Beacon 8t., Portland. 


e. 
Foote, R., Stevens H., Chicago. 
Forbes, Lou, Denver T., Denver. 
Forman, Lou, Palace T.. N. Y. C. 
veer Gene, c-o M. C. A., Par Bldg., 
Four Horsemen, Masonic Temple Bldg.., 
Chicago. 
an Milt, Grand Lake T., Oakland, 
al. 
Frasetto, Joe, Uptown C., 28 W. 125th 
St; 
Freed. Carl, 29 S. Orange Ave., Newark. 
Freeman, Geo., La Monica B. R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 
Friary. George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, Jerry, Abbey C., Hotel Hard- 
Friedman, L. F., Louls T., St. Louis. 
Friese, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Fuller. Earl, W.F.B.E., Cinn. 
Funda, Frank, 745 7th Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Funk, Larry, N. B. C., N. Y¥. C. 


G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galllecchio, Jo, 6200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 
Cc 


Garber, Jan, c-o M. A., Paramount 
Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th S8t., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 


Garrigan, Jimmy, Villa Lago, Chicago. 
Gasparre, Dick, Hotel Plaza, N. ¥. C. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 
Gegna, Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 
~ Al. 117 S. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 
ity. 
German, Ross, 800 8th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Gerun, Tom, Lincoln Tavern, Morton 
Grove, Ill. 
Gill, Emerson, Mt. Royal H., Montreal. 


Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R.. Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md 

Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower. Detroit. 
“Gongales, 8. N., 310 E. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Gorrell. Ray. care Goldkette, Detroit. 


Graham, Paul, Jenkinson Pay., Pt. Pleas- 


ant, N. J. 
Green. A. J., 340 West 634 St., L. A, 
Green, Jacques, Ritz Towers, N. Y. C. 


Green, Jimmy, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi. 
Greer, Billy, 1002 Main 6&t., Davenport. 


a. 
Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angele St., Quebec. 
Gurnick, Ed., 38 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence, 
Gunsendorfer, W., Whitcomb H., 8. F. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia T., Baltimore. 


H 


Hall, Sleepy, Onondaga H., 
Hallett, Mal., Lawrence, Mass. 
Halstead, Henry, Cosmopolitan H., Den- 

ver. 

Hamm, Fred, Edgewater Beach C., Chi. 
Hammond, Jean, Sky Room. Milwaukee. 

Johnny, Schroeder H., Milwau- 
ee. 

Hancock, Hogan, e-eo M. C. A., Para- 

mount Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Hand, Armin, Piccadilly T., Chicago. 
Harkness, Ed., 3065 Clay St., 8S F. 
Haring, Bob, e-o Brunswick, B. & C., 

799 %th Ave., N. Y. C. 

Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harrison. J.. Rendezvous, Toronto. 
Hayes, Ed., Alhambra T., N. Y. C. 


Syracuse, 


Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 


Heagland, Everett, c-o M. C. A., Chi, 

Heiperger. Emil, Bond H.. Hartford, 

Heidt, Horace, c-o Variety, N. Y. 

Henderson, F.. 228 W. 139th St., N. Y. C. 

Hénke:, Ted, Capitol, T., Sydney, Aus. 

Henry, Tal, c-o Orch. Co. Amer,, 
B’way, N. Y. C. 

Henshell, J., State-Lake H., Chicago. 

Herberveaux. J.. NBC, 180 N. Michigan 
Ave.. Chicago. 

Hillbloom, M., Stratford T., Chicago. 

Hirabak, A., 1123 Goettman 8t., 
burgh. 

Hoagland, Everett, Le Perrott C., L. A. 

Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 


s. 
Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hollowell, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington 


Del. 
Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., 
Ne ¥. 

Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 
Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 
N 


Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’ way, N. Y. C. 
a Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, 1560 B’way 


Illini Cornhuskers, Elks Country C., De- 
catur, Ill. 
— B., Lyceum T., New Britain 
onn. 
Imperial Marimba, American House, Bos 
ton 
Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington 
Va. 


Ipana Troubadours, WEAF, N. Y. C. 

Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore, 

Iula. Ruffino. City Park Bd.. Baltimore 

Jackson, Harry. Pign Whistle C., Holly- 
wood. 

Jackson’s Jazs, 18 Chestnut St., Glovers 
ville, N. J 


Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago 
Janover, A. L., 12535 Grant Ave., N. Y. C 


Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark. 
N. J 


Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Monro, Leighton’s C., L. A. 
Johnson, Arnold, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 


Johnson, Johnny, Post Lodge, Boston 
Post Rd., Larchmont, N. Y. 


Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa 


Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 

Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 

Joy, Jim, Coronado H., St. Louis. 


‘ K 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 Bway, N. Y. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Bostcn. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kaplan, F. J., Bamboo Inn, 8222 W 

Madison St., Chicago. 

Kassel, Art, Metropole C., Chi. 

Katz Kittens, Far Kast C., Cleveland, O. 

Katz, Sam, Astor H., N. Y. C. 

Katzman, Louis, c-o Brunswick, 799 7th 

Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St., Lebanon, 


a. 
Kay, Herbie, Trianon B., Chi. 

Kayser, Joe, Merry Gardens, Chicago. 
Keegan, Ross E., 22 Gold 8t., Freeport. 


Kemmerer, Walt, Berks Trust Bldg., 
Wm. R., 4115 5ist st., Woodside, 


Reading, Pa 
Keller, 
Ric: 
Kemp, Hal, Cafe de Paris, Piccadilly 
Circus, London, Eng. 
Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Herman, Fox's Bway., Portland, 
re. 
Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit. 
King, Hermie. Oakland T., Oakland, Ca) 
King, Ted, 745 Tth Ave., c/o Taps. 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chicago. 
King's Melody, 68 Mueller 8St., Bingham- 
ton, N. Y. 
— Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
rk. 
Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knuteon, Erling. President H., K. C. 
Kosloff, Lou, Orienta!t T., Chicago. 
Krausgrill, Walt, 347 Claremont Bldg.. 


“Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee 
Krumhols, G. P., O. Box 404, New Bed- 


I 


ford, Mass. 
L 
Lagasse, F., 518 Merrimac St., Lowell, 
Mass. 


Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 

Landau, Mike, Oakiand’s Terrace, 60tb 
St. and Broadway, N. Y. C. 

Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 

Lang, Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass 

Lanin, H., 2000 W. Girard Ave., Phila. 

Lanin, Sam, WEAF, N. Y. C. 

Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. A. 

Lefkowitz, Harry, Casley H., Scranton 
Pa. 

Leonard. Harold, Windsor H., Montreal. 

Levin, Al, 478 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 

Levins, Jack, Cinderella B., Long Beach 
Cal. 

Levitew, Bernara, Commodore H., N.¥.C 

Lido Orch., Suite 56, Loew Blidg., Wash. 
ington, D. 

Lipsey, M., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Randolph 
St., Chi. 

Littau, Jos., Roxy T., N. Y. 

Lombardo, Guy, Pavillon 
brook, L. I. 

Long, Dick, Curtis H., Minneapolis, 

Lopez, Vincent, Piping Rock, Saratoga. 

Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 

Lowe; Burt, Statler H., Boston. 

Lown, Bert, Biltmore H., N. Y¥. C. 

Lowry, Ed., Ambassador T., St. L. 


Royal, Lyn- 


Ludwig, C. ‘“‘Zaza,’* 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Lyman, Abe, Knickerbocker H., Holly- 
wool. 


Lynn, Sammy, 2003 Wichita St.. Dallas. 
Lyons, Al, Fox T., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, st. Peters- 
burg. 

Maitland, J., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi. 

Major, F. J., 3007 34 St., Ocean Park. 


Cal. 
gen R. B., 808 Elinor 8t., Knoxville 
enn. 
Mann Bros., Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Manthe, Al, 307 N. Francis, Madison, Wis. 
ae H., 346 Knight St., Reading 
a. 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pittsburgh. 
Maslin, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Mies), New China R. 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
Masters, Frank, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
i Eddie, 89 Crooke Ave., Brooklyn, 


McEnelly, KE. J., 86 Sylvan St., Spring. 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit 

McGowan, Loos, c-o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
Bway, N. ¥. C. 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

McKinney’s, Edgewater B., Detroit. 

McVee, I. S., 1221 B. 834 St., L. A. 

Meeker, Bob, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 

Melia, Wm., Kdwin Ridgefield 


Park. N. J. 


1650 


Pitta 


Melson, Chas., Stanley T., Jersey City. 
Memphisonians, 92 S. Main 8t., Memphis. 
Menge, M., El Patio B., L. A. 
Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Meroff, Ben, Granada T., Chicago. 


we M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn. 
Meyer, Oscar, 4529 N. Camae St., Phila- 
deiphia. 


Meyer, Vic., Butler H., Seattle. 
Meyers, Al, 6206 Girard Ave., Phila, 
Meyers, Louis, Horn's D. H., L. A. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 


— N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea. 
ass. 

Miller, Vic. Loew's State, Syracuse. 
1192 Middlesex St., Lowell 
ass. 

Mille, Floyd, 786 Fayette 8t., Cumber- 
land, Md 


Minevitch, Borrah, Variety, N. ¥. 
Minich, Ed., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 


ton, Pa. 
Mitchel, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 
Moore, Pryor, Schaber’s C., L. A. 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella B. R., Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Morey. Al. Worth T.,. Ft. Worth. 
Morgan, Joe, Palais D'Or, N. Y. C. 
Morris, Glen. Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., Iu A. 
V., 3137 10th Ave. Minneap- 
olis. 
Murphy’s Skippers, c-o Ore. Co. of Am., 
1650 Bway, N. Y. C. 
Musial, Fred. Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wai. 
N 


Nashold, Dudley, Nashvld’s B. R., Seattle. 

Naylor, Oliver, Palais D’Or, Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6223 Spruce St., Ph!ladelphia. 

Neibauer. Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi. 

Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Island Casino, 
Rochelle, N. Y. 

New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt. N. O. 

Nichols. Red. Selwyn T., N. Y. C. 

Norvo, Red, 525 Fine Arts Bldg., Chl, 


orc., 35 Duffiela wm., srooklyn, 


O'Hara, Ray, Gov. Clinton H., N. Y. C. 
O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Iil. 
Olsen, George, Culver City, L. A. 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 6, Danceiand, Jamaica. 


New 


Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 
Orlando, Nick. Plaza H.. N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, Fox T., Bklyn, N. Y, 
Owens, H., Mayfair H., L. A. 

Owen, Dale, Capit] ‘T.. Flint, Mich, 


P 


Pace, George C., Rosevitie, O. 

Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y¥. C 

Panico, Louis, Canton Tea Gardens, 
cago. 

Parisian Red Heads. 28 W. North 8t., 
{ndianapolis. 

Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi’s R., Detroit. 

Peabody, Eddie, Riverside, Cal. 

Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston 

Peck. Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 

Peerless Orch., Monmouth 8t., Newport, 


*hi- 


Ky. 
Perluss, Abe. Rose Room, Log Angeles. 
Perri, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
B., Tivoli T., Michigan City. 
nd. 
Orch., 13848 Palmetto Ave., To- 
ledo. 
Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store 
Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phal., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Pershing Palace, Chicago. 
Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton. Can. 
Pollack, Ben, Riley’s-on-Lake, Saratoga. 
Pontrelll, Nick, Rose Room B. R., &. A. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Prince. G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 


Pullen, R. E., 130 Sellers St., Frank- 
ford, Phila. 
Q 
Quam, Gene, Maryland H., Pasadena, Cal. 
R 


Randall, Slatz, Muelbach H., Chi. 
Randell, Art, Fontenelie H., Omaha. 
Rapp, Barney, New Yorker H., N. Y. C. 
Rapee, Erno, Warner Bros., Hollywood. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ave., Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 

Rawden, Bill, Palace H., 8. F. 
Reisman, Leo, Central P. Casino, N. Y. 
Renard, Jacques, Coconut Grove, Boston. 
Reser, Harry, 148 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 


Rhythm Roamers, care Chas. Mack, De- 
troft. 
Ricel, Aldo, 


Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y. C. 
Rich, Fred, c-o C. B. S., N. Y. C. 
“os, Larry, c-o, Publix, Par Bldg., 


Rickitts, J. C. Kosciusko, Miss. 
Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U, Artists T., Detroit. 


N 


Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H.. Phila. 
Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
Mass. 


toesner, Walt, Fox T., San Francisco. 
Rohde, Karl. Loew’s Orpheum, Boston. 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 


> W. 57th St., N, Yc 
maneili, 1., King Edward H. +, 
Romana, P., Roseland B. R., Noyerme 
Rose, Irv., Statler H., 
Rosenthai, Harry, Steinway Hall, N 
Rothschtid, Leo, 306 W. 14th st. 
Royal Novelty Six, 2333 N. 224 91. 
Russell. B., King Cotton H.. Green 
Russo, Dan, Beachview Gardens, 


Sabin, Paul, RKO's 125th St. T. N.Y 
Sanborn, Ed., Loew's T., Montreai 
Sands. P., 215 Ridgewood Ave.. 
Schara, C. F., 624 Bway., Buffalo, 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. N. y. & 
Schmitt, Fred, Rialto T.. Denver. 
Schooler, Dave, Capitol T., N. Y. c 


Schubert, Ed., 24 Arthur St., ence 
Moen v. J 
chwarts, U. J.. 819 C 
ourt 8t., Fremont, 


L. W.. 609 Dilbert Ave., 


eld, O. Goring. 
Frank, 284 President 8t., 


B’kiya, 
Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 
Sellinger, Henry, Drake H., Chicago 
Selvin, Ben. Columbia, 1819 B' way, N. 
Setaro. A., Granada T., 8. F. 

heffera, H. C., Taunto 
Shelton. Geo., Olymple H.. Seattle. Mam, 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn, Chi. 
Sidell, Curtiss, Marcell C., Altadena, 
Silvermar, ©., Missouri T., St. Louis. 
Silvester, Johnny, Spanish B. R.., Seattle, 
Simons Seymour, 1504 Bway, Detroit, 
Singer, Lou, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Singer, Sylvester, Bismarck H., Chi. 
Skrivenals, Jos., El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, 


Smith, LeR.,. Connie's Inn, N.Y. 
Smith, Harl, Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit, 
S.. 160 W. Buchtel Ave.. Akroa, 
Souders, Jackie. Strand T.. Vancouver. 
Specht, Paul, 1585, Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Spielman. M., Moulin Rouge C., klyn, 
Spitainy, Phil, Pennsylvania H.. ¢, 
Spitainy, H. Leopold. Chicago T., Chi. 
Spitalny. M., Statler H., Cleveland. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklyn, 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward H., 
Windsor, Canada. 
St. Louls Kings, 1383 E. 95th St., Bklya, 
H., 011 Sumner 8t., Lincola, 
e 
Stafford, Jesse, Palace H., 8. F. 
Jack, Senator T., Sacramento, 
al. 
Stark. Ferdinand, Curran T.. 8. F. 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave,, 
‘Boston. 
Stewart, Sammy, Arcadia B., N. Y. C. 
Stoll, Geo., Loew’s State T., L. A. 
Stokes, Harold, El Torres B., Kansas City, 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp, 
Buffalo. 
Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 
Steele. Blue, Peabody H.. Memphis. 
Straight, Chas., Frolics C., Chicago. 
Sutherland. Lee, Flor d'Italia C.. 8. F. 
Sweet, Al. 29 Quincy St.. Chicago. 
Bweeten, Claude. Golden Gate, 8. FP. 
Sweeten, Owen, 5th Avenue T.. Seattle. 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Nane 
tucket, Mass. 
Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut 8t.. Phila. 


Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffale, 
Thaviv, 1739 Straus Bidg., Chicago. 

Thies, Henry, Linton H., Cin. 

Thomas Howard, c-o M. C. A., 32 W, 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Tierney Five. Rittenhouse H.. Phiia, 
Tobin, John. Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 
Tremaine, Paul, Million $ Casiro, Ase 
bury Park, N. J. 

Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchese 
ter, N. H. 

Vv 

Rudy, Param-unt, T., Brooklyn, 

Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Van Steedes, Peter, White’s R., N. Y. G 
Vorhees, Don, 325 W. 45th St., N. Y. C. 


w 


Wadsworth, Wheeler, 
Chicago. 

Watson, Monk, Grand-Riviera T., Detroit, 
ene Ore., Paramount H.,. Ne 


Terrace Gardens, 


Weeks. Anson, Mark Hopkins H., S. F. 

Weems, Ted, Steel Pier, A. C. 

Welk, Lawrence, c-o M. C. A., 32 Ws 
Randolph St., Chi. 

Werner. Ed, Michigan T., Detroit. 

Wesley. Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 

Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brookiy®& 

Whiteman, Paul, 1560 Bway.. N. Y. G 

Williamson, Ted, Palms Hu 
Charleston, S. C. 

Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 

Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toled@® 

Wilson, F.. Marcell Country Club, Pasa 
dena. 

Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick St. 
Hanover. Pa. 

Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolshan, J., El Patio B. R., 8. F. 

Wunderlich, F., 1587 B. 19th St., Bklys. 

Wylie. Allister, Coronado H., St. L. 


Iele of 


Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


(Continued from page 46) 
ment, beyond stating they will book an act if liking it and pay only 


what it is estimated to be worth. 


Josef Josefsson, in vaudeville for many years over here with his 
athletic-wrestling act, “The Icelanders,” and who retired, to return to 
Iceland sometime ago, is now the owner of the principal hotel in 
tekjavik and one of the country’s most prominent citizens. 


Josefsson’s hotel is called the Borg. 


It is worth a quarter of a million, 


beside being the only hotel of any pretension on the whole island, which 
has several good-sized towns besides Rekjavik, the capital. 
Iceland, which is a Danish colony, is this year celebrating the 1,000th 


anniversary of the meeting of its first parliament. 


Representatives from 


the leading nations of the world attended the recent ceremonies held 
on the same rocky site where the first parliamentary meeting was held. 
From the United States Senator Peter F. Norbeck was the delegate; 
from Denmark came King Christian, and from Sweden the Crown Prince 


Gustav Adolph. 
Josefsson’s hotel. 


Many of the prominent guests were entertained at 


To Harry A. Franck, author of a series of travel books, among them 


“A Scandivanian Summer” which 


takes in Iceland, Josefsson sal 


that while he was touring the vaudeville circuits of the United States 
over which he toid Franck he increased his salary from $200 weekly to 
$1,200, he was saving his money with the idea of going back to Icelan 


in view. 


Fine stage presentations are drawing considerable American t 


rade 


at the Paramount and the Olympia, Paris, with much word of mouth 


publicity amongst the tourists. 
(Venice Under Flowers) at the 


Graval, singer, and the 24 Mangan Tillerettes. ; 
The Olympia presents Louis Lemarchand’s “L’Autel 4 Amou 


feature. 


Francis Maggan’s “Venise en 


Fleurs” 


Paramount features Mademoisele 
Chevalier’s “Big Pom 


(The Altar of Love), with Roseraie and Capella, dance team, feature’ 
Sam Wooding’s colored band comes next. 


v 
ti 
t 


-< 
« 
| 
i 
% 
| 
DES 
B 
: 
|_| 
ZZ 
| 
4 
J 
‘ 
| 
= 
| 
2 | { 
f 
Bry 
4 | 
t 
— 


tt 


rattle. 


Nane 


ardena, 


Detroit, 
H.,, Ne 


Ss. F. 
32 W. 
ukee. 


ookly@. 
Y. G 


ly to 


Wednesday, August 6, 1930 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 51 


ARMY FEMME FLOATERS 


Londoners Don’t Know Rackets 


When Going 


Against the Oldest 


London, July 24. 
Every known racket is being 


practiced in the town, and most of 


‘em are getting away with it. 

Extends to all walks of finance 

and nite life, the same old mutts 
being rooked by the same gangs. 
j Leading work over here has al- 
ways been the confidence trick, for 
which something like 100 prosecu- 
tions must be made every season. 
Simple minded folks who leave the 
boats with a bank wad meet com- 
pany promoters with rich ore veins 
to be opened up. It seems to work 
seven times out of 10. 

Shadier game brought up recent- 
ly was the old gag of planting a 
greenhorn with a girl and collecting 
through the post. Racket isn’t in 
favor these days, penalties for de- 
tection being too hot. 

Round about London there are 
something like 10,000,000 people, all 
small investors. There’s hardly a 
laborer in town without a dime-.or 
two invested in some sort of stock. 
They like to handle the certificates. 


The number of flotations which 
haven’t a-chance is pretty consider- 
able. 


That, of course, is the refined ver- 
sion of racketeering. 


The nite life rackets, on the other 
hand, are doing pretty good trade, 
particularly as the town is officially 
quieter these days through the 
strenuous police fight against the 
clubs. 


Gambling clubs disguised as pri- 
vate houses of unimpeachable rep- 
utation have been commented on 
before. There’s a number of al- 
leged hostesses in the Belgravia dis- 
trict who turn an old nickel] vend- 
ing hooch after dark. 


Amazing thing about racketeer- 
ing in this town is no one knows 
anything about it. Londoners be- 
lieve anything and everyone. 

Gig racket here is mainly confined 
to the nite zone. Most days there’s 
at least a dozen thinly disguised 
ads on those lines in the personal 
columns of the best papers. 


SARATOGA JUST S0-SO 
CASINOS, TRACK OFF 


Saratoga, Aug. 5. 

As anticipated, with conditions 
what they are, the Spa season is off 
this August, but none the less in- 
teresting, 

A curious drawaway from the 
Class places to the Arrowhead is 
solely credited to Paul Whiteman. 
Whiteman’'s orchestra is doing all 
the biz at the springs, attracting 
Society satellites. 

‘ The money bunch is here in fair 
umbers, but a little more conserv- 
ative. Track trade likewise off with 
a three-quarters gate the top thus 
far, registered Saturday. 

noverything wide open, as usual. 
excepting for the 
: Picture houses in Saratoga and at 
Albany, Schenectady, etc., 
of the White- 
ine ot Playing Universal’s 


GOLFIE—WITH TRIMMINGS 


Waukegan, IIL, Aug. 5. 

ice new peewee golf course here 
beer garden and 
Open air stage on 
og with a six hour vaude bill, 
ne : Scattered along the course 
a ables and chairs, where the 

rsty can squat, 


COULD ONLY HAPPEN IN CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
guy arrested for 
a picture house 


Femme had a 
molesting her at 
last week. 

nm route to the’ 
together judge they got 
10 bucks, 


and the dame settled for 


Honest 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Hollywood cafe owner has 
closed his eating place tem- 
porarily. 

Sign on the door reads: 

“Not out of business. Just 
catching up on my drinking. 
Back in two weeks.” 


BEAUTS AT GALVESTON 
ON SHOW AND BEACH 


Galveston, Aug. 5. 

Dorothy Dell Goff, blonde, 17- 
year-old New Orleans high school 
girl, was accclaimed “Miss United 
States” last night, winning in com- 
petition with 31 American girls. 
Tonight she will contest with seven 
European girls for crown of “Miss 
Universe” and $2,000 in coin. 

Judges were headed by Jack Loeb, 
New York theatrical man, and Jules 
Cannert, New York magazine artist. 

The cool green waters of Gulf 
beach had more attraction for vis- 
itors than the beauts. Plenty of 
beauts could be seen on beach for 
nothing. 


Long Sentences Given 
Baseball Pool Handlers 


The first severe jail sentences im- 
posed in Special Sessions in the 
drive against operators of lotteries 
and baseball pools in the city were 
given to Harry Marks, alias Harry 
Kohn, 42, and his brother, Meyer 
Marks, 33, both of the Half Moon 
Hotel, Coney Island. Each was sent 
to the penitentiary for terms not to 
exceed three years. They had been 
convicted of possessing lottery 
slips. 

When the brothers, who con- 
ducted the H & M Realty Co., at 
2025 Broadway, appeared for sen- 
tnce Monday, probation officers 
produced numerous letters from 
Brooklyn people vouching for the 
good reputation borne by the de- 
fendants. 

Detective William Wittenberg of 
Inspector O’Brien’s staff, who led 
a squad of men in a raid on the 
Marks’ Broadway office April 23, 
had testified he found several thou- 
sands of lottery, policy and treas- 
in the plate and also 


ury slips 
bundles of baseball pool tickets. 
Wittenberg declared the two men 


at the time of the raid admitted 
the slips belonged to them, stat- 
ing they were the sole eastern rep- 
resentatives and distributors for a 
big western gambling group. 

The Marks brothers denied pos- 
session of the slips, declaring the 
officers obtained the evidence in a 
room adjoining their offices. 


Hotel Hand-Booking 
Charge Fails to Hold 


Charged with “bookmaking” in 
the Hotel Belvedere, 319 West 48th 
street, Detective Halpern of Inspec- 
tor McCormack’s staff arrested An- 
thony Davniero, 37, salesman, of the 
Belvedere. Anthony’s arrest fol- 
lowed the arrest of Joseph Davnie- 
ro, 21, said to be Anthony’s brother 
and living at 10 St. Edwards street, 
Brooklyn. 

Halpern testified he saw Joseph 
Davniero taking bets from persons 
close by the Belvedere. When 
seized with several alleged “slips” 
he told the sleuth he was accepting 
the slips for “Sharkey” in the Bel- 
vedere. The detective went to the 
room indicated by Joseph and ar- 
rested Anthony. The latter stated 
he was taking bets for a Jersey 
operator. 

Magistrate Michae! Ford freed the 
defendants. 


WANDERLUST 
KEEP MOVING 


Girls Go from City to City— 
Never Stick Long in Any 
Spot—Employment Agen- 
cies Surprised at Number 
and Always Broke 


HITCH-HIKE TRAVEL 


A horde of girl floaters are flood- 
ing the country. Girls who never 
stay long in one spot but work their 
way from week to week or month 
to month from city to city. 


Employment agencies have been 
astounded by the number of girl 
floaters who apply to them for po- 
sitions. Male floaters are no novel- 
ty, always existing in large bunches, 
with the employment agencies ac- 
customed to them. 

Agencies can spot the floaters by 
the manner in which the application 
ecards are filled. Frequently girls 
are found who list their las. place 
of business in Kansas City, second 
in Calgary and their last in San 


Francisco. They rarely ever stay 
more than three months in any 
city. Constantly on the go, they 


give their reason for this to the 
employment agency in the majority 
of instances, by saying that they 
wanted to work their way to the 
big city, where they would stand a 
chance to get ahead. Others state 
restlessness or various disagree- 
ments at home, or with former em- 
ployers. 

It has been noted by e. a, that 
even those girls who state that they 
come to New York for their big 
chance quit their jobs and hit out 
for another town after a short while. 
Due to this the e. a. rarely give 
femme floaters serious consideration 
for a position. 

Usually Broke 


The e. a.’s are surprised aft the 
type of femme floaters who apply 
for work and at the type of work 
and salary they will accept. Some 
are highly intelligent, speaking and 
looking that way, yet they will work 
for $12 a week. This because they 
are usually broke when they hit 
New York, and will take anything 
which will put them back on their 
feet for a short while. <A few of 
the girls have been found to be 
finely equipped to handle executive 
jobs. Yet when spotted in that po- 
sition, they throw it up, to hit out 
for the next town. Most of them 
apply for jobs as cashiers, sales 
ladies, dental assistants or work 
along those lines. 

When asked by a member of the 
e. a. how they managed to travel 
around as they do when supposed 
to be broke, girls state any way 
they can, mostly just hitch-hiking. 
Hardly any of them state they were: 
passengers on a train. 

Femme floaters in show biz are 
the natural and expected thing, but 
the number of non-pro femme float- 
ers are now just as numerous if 
not more so, according te the em- 
ployment agencies. 


MODEL ALLEGES ASSAULT 


Swears Salesman’s Drink Left Her 
Unconscious in His Apartment 


Charged with a serious crime, Jo- 
seph J. Raymond, salesman, 28, re- 
siding at the Piccadilly Hotel, was 
held for the Grand Jury. He denied 
the charge and is on bail. 


Alice Maillard, 20, model, of 411 
West 115th street, sobbed that she 
had been invited to a party at Ray- 
mond’s apartment, which was then 
the Cardinal Hotel on West End 
avenue. Alleging that Raymond 
gave her a drink from which she 
lost consciousness and woke up 
several hours later, she swore Ray- 
mond outraged her. 

Some time later she notified de- 
tectives of West 68th St. station 
of the alleged assault and Raymond 


was arrested, 


A 


Pleasing the Neighbors 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


And A-1 References! 


Hollywood, Rug. 5. 

Those who refused to admit 
things were tough out here 
became convineed upon lamp- 
ing the following ad in the 
July 31 Los Angeles “Times”: 

Experienced colored maid, 
especially good cook, A-1 ref- 
erences, wants apartment 
house, day work, or private 
family. Will work as man and 
wife. Adams, 2243. 


Taxi’s Flag Up, Driver 
Is Thirsty for Coffee 
With His Boss in Car 


Riding with the “stick” or flag 
up, pastime of some taxicab chauf- 
feurs, resulted badly for Nathan 
Goldberg, 28, of 1459 Taylor avenue, 
Bronx. 

Goldberg’s passenger was his 
“boss,” but he didn't know it, 
Mitchell H. Freimark, treasurer of 
the M. C. T., Inc., taxi system, with 
offices at 1775 Broadway, testified. 

“Drive me to the Roosevelt Ho- 
tel,” said Friemark to Goldberg. 
After about 50 yards Friemark no- 
ticed the “flag” up and asked Gold- 
berg why he didn’t push it down. 
“T need a little coffee money,” 
Freimark quoted Goldberg as stat- 
ing. 

They reached the hotel. Frei- 
mark asked the cost. Goldberg told 
him 40c and Freimark gave him a 
dime tip. The next morning Frei- 
mark started an investigation. 
Goldberg was brought to West Side 
Court on a summons and Magis- 
trate George W. Simpson held him 
for trial in Special Sessions. Gold- 
berg made.an emphatic denial. 

“Our company loses about $5,000 
a day in this manner. Our losses are 
more than a million dollars a year. 
We don’t say that every taxi chauf- 
feur is stealing, but those who are 
will be brought to court and’ sent 
away if found guilty,” warned Frei- 
mark. 


NORMAN TO FORGIVE 


Charles Norman, author of “The 
gright World,” a book of poems 
recently published by William Mor- 
row, withdrew his action in West 
Side Court against Samuel Cohen, 
22, 186 West 102d street, and John 
Rose, 30, of 186 West 102d street. 
30th defendants were charged with 


assault. 
Norman works on the copy desk 
of the “Bronx Home News.’ He 


was on his way home to 40 7th ave- 
nue in a south bound subway train. 
Cohen, apparently drunk, and Rose 
had dragged an aged Negro from 
his seat. 

Norman protested. Singer shot 
a blow to Norman’s right eye. While 
on the floor, Rose is alleged to have 
booted him. The motorman sound- 
ed his whistle. At 96th street a 
young bluecoat, William Callahan, 
of the Wakefield station, seized the 
pair, 

“Cohen’s mother has begged me 
to spare her son,” said Norman. 
“While I was savagely punched and 
kicked I have some feeling for 
Cohen’s mother,” he stated. Both 
defendants are ex-gobs. They were 
unconcerned about the predicament. 


Dope for Carroll 


The grand jury gets the Earl Car- 
roll “Yanities” matter today (6), 
with Assistant District Attorney 
Macdonald prosecuting. 

The “dope” is against any likeli- 
hood for an indictment, on the evi- 
dence. In case of indictment, a 


jury trial may come up in the fall. 


BOY’S MOTHER INDUCES. 


“Seeing that you are a well known 
star of the theatre and as one of the 
tax payers of this community, we 
thought that you might be interest- 
ed enough to put on a show for us 
next Sunday at the Community 
House. We are in debt and we ex- 
pect to charge $1 admission which 
we are sure we can get and pack 
them in if the people know that you 
are going to put on the show. 
“Nobody will interfere with you 
You can pick the talent you think 
is the best and do whatever you 
wish. It’s up to you. 

So spoke the Honorable Mayor 
and the Trustees of our quaint lit- 
tle village. With a half a dozen 
“Please do’s” from my _ neighbors. 
In a weak moment I said “Sure.” 

I don’t know what made me do 
it. Maybe it was because I had run 
out of gin. Or maybe I became com- 
munity conscious. Anyway I said 
“Sure.” 

The call for talent 
at. the Post Office. Mamas and Pa- 
pas “Helloed” me. “I'll bet it’s go- 
ing to be a grand show,’ said 
everyone. “I never let my little 
girl appear at the Community 
House because it’s usually so ama- 
tuerish, but with your experienced 
direction and help I’m going to let 
her sing,” said one Marna. 

The village carpenter. confided to 


was posted 


in Sweden. The ice man had a 
funny suit and could make the peo- 
ple laugh like he does the servant 
girls. Of course I would have to 
help him clean up his stories. 
After a week of auditions hear- 
ing strong men with weak voices, 


four year old violin players, trom- 
bone solo by a deaf guy, and many 
more I picked out the best (7?) re- 
hearsed them in skits and special- 
ties and the show (?) went.on. 

The place was packed. The vil- 
lage made money. The relatives of 
the talent applauded enough to 
make the show a big hit. Every- 
body Said it was great. And I went 
home satisfied and tired. 

Aftermath 

The next day I met the Mayor 
who nodded coldly and passed by. 
How should I know that the idiotic 
looking kid that I turned down 
when he tried to sing “Ireland Must 
Be Heaven,” was his son? 

My wife got a dozen nearly-bad 
eggs from the grocer. Just because 
his two little girls were not allowed 
to do their recitations about “Our 
President,” and “My Dolly.” 

The ice man left a tiny piece of 
ice because I didn’t give him a 
chance of showing his funny suit. 

The meat man handed us a tough 
steak because I didn’t have sense 
enough to see that his nine-year old 
boy was a genius, who wrote and 
acted his own Jew monolog. 

My neighbor refused to loan me 
his axe. I wouldn’t let her £0 on 
and do her “Gull Dance.” 

Just a Chill 

Nobody speaks to me now. 

I get clammy handshakes 
the people who saw the show. 

Nods of non-recognition from the 
parents whose kids I turned down. 
Even the people that did appear feel 
they could have done much better 
if I hadn’t butted in and cut out 
their best stuff. 

The moral is have plenty of gin in 
the house—don’t let the heat get 
the best of you—don’t get Commune 
ity conscious and the best advice 
follows ever given girls—Never say 
“yes.” 


2 Days for ‘Crashing’ 


Irving Lippman, 25, jobless and 
homeless, was arrested in the Para- 
mount theatre for “crashing.” He 
pleaded guilty, and Magistrate 
Michael Ford in West Side Court 
fined him $5 or two days. Lippman 
did his “bit.” 

Lippman went to an upper floor 
in the Paramount and stole his way 
into the theatre by a fire escape, 
Lippman was observed by an usher, 
Lippman was taken to the man- 
| ager’s office, but raced out. He was 
}overtaken in the street. 
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Broadway Chatter 


L. Wolfe Gilbert in town. 

Julius Singer’s weakness for green 
has reached his B.V.D’s. 

Paul Berger, UA, to Maine, on 
vacation. 

Roy Firman patronizing the Lob- 
ster nowadays, 

Mordaunt Hall back from Holly- 
wood. 

Ben Atwell will handle “Abraham 
Lincoln” in New York. 

Warren Nolan will join the liter- 


The Hays office has taken on a 
new batch of queens for clerical. 
As usual, Haysites refuse to divulge 
their names so no tele- numbers 
available. 

Girlies who frequent speaks are 


to. Reasons are miscellaneous, but 
feature getting home in a taxi be- 
fore the b. f. does the get away. 
One of the evening paper column- 
ists offered to appear for a week 
without salary at the Palace, New 


ary colony at Great Neck. 


Leon, former popular headwaiter, 
has his own restaurant at 18 W. 52d. 

Herb Polesie, Larry Goodkind and 
Ernest Chappell, radioites, Adiron- 
dacking. 

Baby golf courses in Long Beach 
has prize of $2.50 in gold for making 
a certain hole in one. 

Sam Briskin studio executive for 
Columbia and Frank Capra, direc- 
tor, are in New York. 

After an illness, Ben Grimm has 
returned to his desk at Columbia 
as publicity specialist. 

Stocklingless dames on the stem 
are so common they stare at mod- 
esty when it swirls by in silk. 

Moe and Teddy Altman, for a 
score of years with Fox, have gone 
Tom Thumb in Roxy’s rear. 

Eddie Cantor's “Between the 
Acts” ($1, Simon & Schuster) due 
soon. 

Show people going in strong for 
Jones Beach with Long Beach over- 
crowded. 

A speak has opened in one of the 

ost respectable looking new of- 
fice buildings in New York. 

Monte Prosser, former Milwau- 
kee agent, now New York p. a., with 
broken arm. Fall at summer camp. 

Ralph Wilshin, 20-year-old son of 
Charles Wishin, agent, now asst. 
cutter in MGM studios. r 


Morris office leaves for the west 
coast this week on a business trip. 

Lynn Farnol has a summer cot- 
tage at old Westbury, to be close 
to the polo fields. 

They’re kiddingly wondering if 
Mordaunt Hall will want two seats 
at both the Gaiety and Criterion for 
the opening night of “Hell’s Angels.” 

Frank Wilstacht, Hays exponent, 
has so many friends in artists’ col- 
onies that every week-end is taken 
up with roadmaps. 

Walter Eberhardt, since he served 
on the Westchester jury, is getting 


York. Just wanted to see his name 
in lights? 

Bernice O’Neal-Tishman léft New 
York Monday for Hollywood on spec. 
“Bibbey,” the family canine, went 
along. Sam Tishman was left be- 
hind as usual. 

T. Halsey Raines of Metro’s pub- 
licity force returns from Hollywood 
Tuesday (12) after spending a 
month on the coast, mixing vacation 
with special studio work. 

Virginia Smith is wobbling about 
after her triple operation. Virginia 
says the Doc Amey scars are SO 
pretty she’s going to have them 
Movietoned. 

Jack Norworth writes his Ameri- 
can pals from England on station- 
ary which reveals that he’s in. biz 
over there a3 John Norworth, mer- 
chant of “self propelling nozzles.” 
Not a gag. 

Madeline Cameron supposed to ac- 
company her husband, Billy Gaxton, 
to the coast the past week was pre- 
vented from doing so by an injury 
to her eye. She is now under a 
doctor’s care. 

Even before starting work for 
UA, Al Jolson, to the exclusion of 
many others, has won a spot for 
himself in UA’s portrait gallery at 
the entrance to the home offices in 
New York. There are only 10 pic- 
tures in the gallery. 

Peaches for the peaches in the 
Hays office. Every executive’s steno 
has a basket of North Carolina 
fruit by her wastebasket. This 
time it’s an exhibitor, one of the 
few in the memory of oldest Hays- 
ites. The General ’n’ staff are much 
obliged to Charlie Piquet, the b. o. 
gent of N. C. 


Florence Ryerson and Colin Cle- 
ments, the film scenarists, have 
collaborated on their seconc novel. 
Story is called “This Awful Age,” 
and will be brought out next month 


high hat in his $28,000 Scarsdale 
chateau. 


by Appleton. 


NEW YORK 


THEATRES 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


EIGHTH EDITION ALL NEW 
66 Glittering Scenes—i,000 Laughs 
Herb WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 


A Cast of 150 and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 


Joan CRAWFORD 


IN 
“Our Blushing Brides” 


Stage Show 
Back Again 


462 Good Balcony Seats at $1.00 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED. and SAT. 


llth MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Preston Sturges’ Famous Comedy 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberten 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 
AVON THEATRE. West 45th Street. 
Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat.2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by tced Air) 


OOL 
B’WAY 
51st ST. 

50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 

R O of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 


O All-Talking Movietone Drama 


COMMON CLAY 


X with Constance Bennett, Lew Ayres 


“LA TICKERA,” opera. Irving Caesar 

Y and large cast. Brilliant Stage Features 
with Roxy Symphony Orchestra, Ballet, 
Roxyett¢s—C horus—Soloists. 


8TH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 
“FIRST MRS. FRASER’”’ 
with A. E. Matthews 
48th St., E. of B’way. Fves. 
PLAYHOUSE 8:50. Mts, Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 
Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 


52ND ST., W. OF B'WAY 
Evgs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs & Sat., 2:30 


RKO—Always a Good Show 


PALAC BWAY.6 47 
KEITH'S 


BRYANT 
4300 

HARRY RICHMAN 
CLAIBORNE FOSTER 
FRANCES WILLIAMS 


R-K-O NEAR 


Wednesday to Friday, Aug. 6 to 8 
Jack Dempsey’s Stage Hit 
“THE BIG FIGHT” 
with RALPH INCE 
ART FRANK & CO. 
and 5 other R-K-O Acts 


DAVID BELASCO presents 


DANCING PARTNER 
A NEW COMEDY 


with Lynne Overman, Irene Purcell 
Henry Stephenson, 
Charlotte Granville 


BELASCO THEATRE 


rats 


Wednesday to Friday, Aug. 6 to 8 
Jack Dempsey’s Stage Hit 
“THE BIG FIGHT” 
with RALPH INCE 
KARVI. NORMAN 


West 44th St. Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 


KELLER SISTERS & LYNCH 


not drinking as much as they used 


Indecent Film—60 Days 


Edward Riley, 26, picture operator 
of 324 East 13th street, was sen- 
tenced to 60 days in the Workhouse 
in Special Sessions after pleading 
guilty to possessing an indecent 
film entitled “Beach Scene.” 

Riley was arrested May 22 at his 
home after offering the film for hire 
to Detective William Wittenberg of 
Inspector O’Brien’s staff. Witten- 
berg said he found numerous other 
obscene films in Riley's place. 


Chatter in Loop 


Tree sitting dying. 

Ravinia having its best season. 

Ashton Stevens columning again 
after 60 days of tanning. 

Lingle grand jury called eds of 
all dailies. 

Few remaining near-beer cellars 
packed during hot spell. 

Henrici’s let the boys eat in shirt- 
sleeves last week. 

Lake Michigan is the greatest 
show in the city any frying week. 

First portable bookmaker’s joint 
pinched. Traveled in a car. 

Mrs. Jacques Martin, veteran of 
legit, summering here. 

Bookshops are letting customers 
set their own prices and taking the 
first offer. 

Charter for Alimony Club of 
America granted at Springfield, II. 
Headquarters, Chicago. 

Rage sandwiches are inner toast- 
ed without splitting or cutting the 
bun. 

Edna Pfister has been running up 
and down film row with a fireman, 
testing bells and firetraps. 

Racing fever going higher  be- 
cause of opening of Hawthorne, 20 
minutes from Loop. 

Femmes ovt with new double 
hats. Take one off and another re- 
mains, Fashionable, 

International track and field meet 
at Soldiers’ Field Aug. 27 will be 
staged at night. First time for this 
sport. 

Chi opera won't let singers switch 
handles. Edgardo Prince is Oscar 
Coleaire, and must use the latter 
monicker while in Chi. 

Bismarck Hotel rushes patrons 
into the dining rooms and slams 
doors all on double quick time. Done 
to keep guests from letting any of 
the cooling system air get hot. 

Chi trying to discover some way 
to collect license fees from the pee- 
wee golf courses. At present no 
collection of any kind can be made 
until some ordinance is passed 
classing them as amusement. Town 
hopes to make the courses pay the 
same tax as poolrooms. 

Loop mysteries: Why Joel Stool 
picks Benton Harbor for week ends; 
when Willie Horowitz is going to 
win a parlay; where J. J. Rubens 
buys those ritzy rags; how much 
time does Lloyd Lewis spend prying 
into civil ward records; why Jake 
Yeransian, who for R-K-O can add 
up columns of eight-point figures in 
his head, needs an adding machine 
on the golf course; why Frank Dare 
will admit his home town is St. 
Louis; why some New Yorkers ac- 
tually like New York. 

R-K-O’s next golf tourney will 
be held at the Twin City Golf and 
Aviation club, summer resort 40 
miles from the city on Lake Mich- 
igan owned by C. S. “Tink” Hum- 
phrey. When Humphrey retired 
from show business he bought the 
Benton Harbor country club and 
has remade it into one of the sport- 
iest places in the met district. The 
golf course, famed for its fast 
greens, is laid out like St. Andrews, 
Scotland. 


Paris Chatter 


European Beauty Queens, after a 
trip to Deauville, ready to sail for 
South America. 

Lady Edmee Owen, now in jail 
for shooting the wife of a French 
physician with whom she had an 
affair and who refused to divorce 
his wife to marry her, once acted 
for Charles B. Cochran. 

American Club annual jamboree 
in the Bois de Meudon resulted in 
many hangovers, 

Thelma Edwards cried when it 
was suggested that publicity was 
not foreign to her when entertaining 
the Gold Star Mothers. She saw 
the Phelps twins off on the Ile de 
France and cried more. 

Ads in. the “Montparnasse Jour- 
nal” would not pass the. Better 


(Continued on page 62) 


Razzing The Home 


(TOLEDO) 


Town 


First of a series of stories on the inside show end of key cities, without 
giving the cities any the best of it). 


By E. H. Gooding 


Toledo, Aug. 2. 

Formerly famous as the home of 
th. “three C’s,” this town now has 
more commendable claims for fame. 
Less coke here than formerly, but 
crime flourishes about as usual. 

Zoo, Museum of Art and Union 
Station landmarks, although town 
has two skyscrapers, both banks. 
Zoo and Museum are credit to city; 
station, long butt of vaude jokes, 
was swept by fire in June, but re- 
paired and still in use. Ditto for 
wheezes. 

Toledo has contributed quite a 
number of names to stage and 
screen. Best-known celebrity raised 
here is Joe E. Brown, of the wide 
mouth. Joe used to hang around 
the old Farm theatre as a boy. With 
that pan, it wasn’t strange that a 
visiting circus picked him for the 
freak tent. 

Show needed an acrobat worse, 
so Joe doubled. Next he did a 
trampoline on smallies and later 
big-time vaude circuits, played pro- 


fessional baseball for a while ang 
wandered into musical comedy, 
When the show went broke Jog 
went to Hollywood. Drifted into 
pictures, One day one of the War. 
ner Bros. caught him grinning, 
probably at one of his own jokes, 
and his fortune is made. Joe ig 
strong for the wide screen; says 
now he can get a closeup. 

Neil Hamilton, while not exactly 
a Toledo product, married a Toledo 
girl after two years as juve in a 
local stock company. She guarded 
the box office, so knew what weeks 
the salaries would be paid. Right 
after the merger the company fold- 
ed. D. W. Griffiths was after some. 
body tz: be the juve in “White 
Rose,” so Neil took the honeymoon 
alone, clicked, and now is a Para- 
mount contract player. 

Marilyn Miller, while hardly 
claimable to Toledo, comes from 
Findlay, thriving city not far away, 
Fay Bainter got her start in stock 
under Joe Pearlstein at the Valen- 
tine. Now she’s splitting stage with 


(Continued on page 53) 


Chatter in London 


Andrew Soutar getting breaks in 
press. 

Stribling is now regarded as the 
world’s most romantic pugilist. 

Val Vett incorporating Amy John- 
son songs in vaude sketches, 

Yogi is back with a new magical 
act. Picked up in Chicago. 

Frank E. Franks down with nerve 
trouble. Blamed on the talkers. 

W. W. Barclay, sec. of the I. V. 
T. A., died last week. 

Harry Claff resting at Bourne- 
mouth, of all places. 

The Prince’ cancelling 
flights. 

Talker artistes tripping to Long 
Acre for television tests. 

Fred Lewis impersonating on the 
radio. 

“Express” featurists are having 
their stuff cut to ribbons, 

“London Opinion” again adver- 
tising for an editor, 

Charles Penley still 
Herchel Henlere. 

Billy Kay back 
Africa. 

Billy Merson talking to the judges 
about hard times. 

Talker space hounds here trying 
to crash Hollywood as story writers. 


plane 


sponsoring 


from South 


Fred Austin, song writer, died 
last week. 

Raymond Massey undergoing 
operations. 


The town is going Wilde, Oscar- 
version. 

Touchstone Club, theatrical, re- 
sumed meetings. 

Cicely - Debenham, 
ptomaine, around. 

Marie Nyman lists herself as the 
Australian musical comedy star. 

Patricola gays she'll be back in 
February. 

Elsie Fern singing in suburban 
cabarets. 

Jill Esmond and her 
bridal gown. 

Buster Keaton doing frozen-face 
to the chattterers. 

Charles Landston2, who manages 
theatres, writes novels. 

Anton Dolin dated for Charlot’s 
revue. Makes the show look arty. 

Noel Coward announces he never 
goes to parties. 

Marion Davies looking in at the 
Empire. 

All the celebs at the last Royal 
Garden party of the season. 

John Ireland claims to be a bash- 
ful composer. 

Philip Yale Drew in the box again 
—board bill. 

“Atlantic,” in French, gives the 
Students a chance of misunder- 


down with 


lengthy 


standing. 
Peter Godfrey has broken into 
talkers. Production assignment 


from Gaumont. 

There’s a dancing team around 
which apes the Barry-Fitzgibbon 
pair, even to the clothes. 

Bankroll of the new concern is 
stated to be starting around $375,- 
000. 

Barty Ono has a grudge against 
the press. Didn't report his Equity 
speech in full. 

Lord Cunard has his own home 
talker projector. Runs all the pre- 
releases. 

Folks here are looking for a new 
drink to take the place of the ever- 


lasting cocktails. 


fs 


Reginald Smith finds the job of 
film producing tougher than he 
reckoned, 

E. J. H. Wright, production editor 
of British Movietone News, Fox 
sound reel here, has resigned. 

“The Bellis,” that thing Irving 
used to stomp in, is in the grinds 
again. 

Ernie Lotinga touring with his 
first comedy sketch, about a co-op 
police station. 

Jesse Jacobson out of the Cosmo 
night club, managing show in the 
sticks. 

Ada Roscoe, retiring from the 
Actors’ Association, is now playing 
parts again, 

Guy Newali, one time husband of 
Ivy Duke, engaged to Dorothy Bat- 
ley. 

Sydney Carroll raising impas« 
sioned pleas for more regular theae 
tre going. 

Matrimonial papers—crazy stunt 
in this town—are in the dirt just 
now, 

Cocktail bathing, which has been 
going on for years, is described as 
the latest Mayfair diversion. 

Alex Esway reappearing in Lone 
don after torturing film spools at 
Elstree. 

News from America that a radio 
announcer has been murdered put 
new life into listeners here, 

Conway Tearle says he didn’t 
recognize Godfrey when __—itthey 
bumped together. Didn’t mean he 
wouldn’t; merely couldn't. 

Jimmy Bryson’s sky display for 
“Phantom of the Opera,” over the 
defunct Engineer’s Club, biggest 
canvas this town’s ever known. 

Pemberton Billing is behind the 
flotation of a new show paper in 
England, to be called “The Show 
World.” 

New paper is stringing the strong- 
est team of penmen it can get, and 
is reported to be dickering for @ 
Swaffer feature. 

Now Coulson Gilmer’s won the 
Swaffer Biscuit, he’s thinking of 
floating a talker unit on the strength 
of it. 

Dillon Damen, for some years in 
Fox publicity, now with U’s London 
outfit under Leslie Williams. Damen 
left Fox suddenly. 

“Journey's End” Cup, trophy to 
be knocked off by the golfing en- 
thusiasts among the passion ped- 
dling fraternity, has attracted 30 
entrants. 

Lydia Sherwood, booked for “In- 
sult” in New York, has a passion 
for penguins. Largest private col- 
lection of stuffed specimens in eX- 
istence. 

There’s a thought reading turn 

at the Mayfair which can even 
name the numbers of guests’ driv- 
ing licenses. Folks spend supper 
trying to find out the code. 
_Lad who used to usher folks 
around at the Empire is being of- 
fered dough by grafters for his col- 
lection of addresses of celebs. Got 
the inside data on 2,500 of ‘em in 
a book. 

First effort new team has made 
has been to acquire the “Era” as 4 
circulation and distributing nucleus. 
Inside report states that the tw? 
bodies are already getting closer to- 
gether on the subject of price. 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


Standard Golf Clubs Encourage 
Midget Courses as Promotional 


Large country and golf clubs are 
50 interested in the midget courses 
springing up all over the country 
and the effect they are expected to 
have in popularizing the regulation 

that some may build up 
chains of the miniature links them- 


gelves. 

Rather than seeing the miniature 
courses as serious opposition, it is 
contended that many people not fa- 
miliar with golf or unwilling to try- 
ing it on large links without know- 
ing more about it, are getting the 
bug stronger through the pony 
editions of the standard 18-novrers. 

Theatre operators are displaying 
an interest in the chain direction of 
the midgets, but mainly from the 
profit angle. 

Most of the baby golf courses are 
being maintained independenly, 
with several theatre owners known 
to have extended their operations to 
the field, including indies whose 
houses are closed and may never 
reopen. One indie in the Bronx, 
who has operated the Kelton sev- 
eral years, has opened an outdoor 
tiny course near the Concourse and 
is now reported planning to raze his 
theatre, where another may be 
started. 


Jim Jeffries Develops 
Morro, Coast Heavy, All 
Within Last Two Years 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Cash customers at the Hollywood 
Legion Stadium witnessed one of 
the year’s biggest fistic upsets in 
the defeat of Armand Emanuel by 
Al Morro, local Italian. Emanuel 
in his last out, two months ago 
against Jim Maloney, copped the 
nod with plenty to spare. ' Clever 
and experienced, he is rated among 
the topnotch heavies. 


On the other hand, Morro when 
facing Emanuel was in the ring 
for the second time in his life. His 
first start was against Tony Staben- 
eap whom he knocked out in the 
eighth round. 

Back of it all, meaning Morro, is 
Jim Jeffries. Living on his ranch 
at Burbank, Old Jim came across the 
kid about two years ago. Jeffries 
recognized fighting material. Jef- 
fries has always said that the pres- 
ent crop of managers and trainers 
know little about bringing a fighter 
to the front. Here was his chance 
to prove his statement. 

For two years he has been bring- 
ing the boy right along. Living out- 
doors, working on the ranch, train- 
ing daily. Two years of it and not 
a peep out of Jeff. He saw the kid 
develop. No fighting; just work- 
ing and training. 

All the gags popular when Jeff 
was in his prime were used. Pickled 
hands and road work. On the road 
every day. And always Jeff worked 
right with Morro. 

After a year and a half of this 
he brought the kid into Hollywood 
and asked Tom Gallery for a fight. 
They got Stabeneau, tough nut for 
the kid’s first fight. Tony folded in 
the eighth. Jeff saw what he was 
looking for ana dragged Morro back 
to the ranch again for another six 
months. 

Emanuel was looking for a warm- 
up for his coming fight with Leo 
Lomski here Aug. 12. Morro was 
booked as the trial horse—his 
second fight. 

Up to the seventh round, it was 
about even. In the second Emanuel 
had caught a hard right to the left 
eye. Morro played for the eye after 
that and in the sixth it was tight 
as a drum. Then the kid started 
to show his class. He out-boxed 
Emaunel, tied him up in the 
nches. His short, jolting left 
Coks to the inside were the work 
th The referee separated 

em just once in the 30 minutes 
of boxing. 

OC ad the fight Jeff was all smiles. 
* e kid goes back to the ranch 
a & while. Some other things he 
€eds to learn, according to Jeff. 

a Combination of Jeff and 
ae means a fortune if the kid 
progress. In the mean- 

manuel’s fight with 


is off 


Razzing the Home Town 
(Continued from page 52) 


screen, while Joe is one of R-K-O’s 
prize-winning managers in New 
York. 


By Birth or Marriage 


Others who, if they care to, may 
claim to hail from Toledo are Otto 
Kruger, in three Broadway flops last 
season; Tom, Matt and Owen 
Moore, who once lived on the East 
Side here; Carlotta King, musical 
comedy star who appeared in War- 
ner Bros,’ “Desert Song,” then drew 
salary for a year while another 
filmusical was sought for her in 
vain; Joe Wagstaff, Fox contract 
Player; Kay Carroll, one of the gals 
held for trial after the recent raid 
on Earl Carroll’s relation) 
“Vanities”; Jack Osterman, vaude 
and musical comedy; Grace Denton, 
who gave up promoting dramatic 
and concert season here to become 
p. a. for Gene Dennis, psychic, now 
fooling ’em on the R-K-O circuit; 
Charles O, Locke and Frank Con- 
don, former Toledo newspaper men. 
Locke is under contract to Shu- 
berts as playwright, and Condon 
has written numerous. scenarios. 
Many chorines in various stage 
units were students of Beatrice 
Gardner here. 

Harry Langdon, film comedian, 
got himself a Toledo wife, with 
subsequent court embarrassment. 
Izzy Herk, mentor of the Mutual 
Burlesque circuit, has close Toledo 
connections, and Emmett Callahan, 


his right-hand man, is a Toledo 
boy who has made good in the wig- 
gle opera field. 

While many of the boys went 
away to make their fortunes, some 
remained to win renown at home. 
Outstanding among these is G. 
Michell (Mitch) Woodbury, dra- 
matic and m. p. editor of the 
“Times” and the only newspaper- 
man-social registerite at large here. 

Mitch learned the secret of guess- 
ing shows under the tutelage of 
Dick Meade, and in return taught 
the latter the art of sport writing. 
Meade now is sport columnist on 
the “News-Bee.” Mitch has not 
forgotten his earlier sport-writing 
days, and frequently doubles by 
covering golf matches and yacht- 
ing regattas. 

He boasts (probably that’s the 
word) many friends in the theatri- 
cal world, and enjoys being seen in 
the company of stock and vaude 
performers. His weekly column 
(Sunday) is devoted largely to list- 
ing the whereabouts and doings of 
every thespian who ever played To- 
ledo; while his list of Christmas 
and New Year’s cards, received 
each year and duly chronicled, is of 
surprising size. 

An enthusiastic booster with a 
yen to be known as a man about 
town, Mitch writes up the various 
take joints constituting the town’s 
nite life with no little gusto. He is 
impartial; some of them may not 
engage him as p. a., but he gives all 
a break. His show reviews are a 
delight to the local exhibs; each 
successive one attempts to outdo 


the last in proclaiming that the 
greatest show ever has. struck 
town. 

Other dramatic critics, V. K. 


(Dick) Richards, of the “Blade,” 
and E. R. (Ernie) Moorefield, of the 
“News-Bee,” being outlanders, are 
sometimes suspected of not having 
the welfare of Toledo at heart. They 
intimate, upon occasion, that there 
have been better shows than the 
one they happen to be covering; 
which usually means a loud squawk 
from the exhib, although there are 
exceptions. 
What Toledo Got 


Town always would stand for 
anything in vaude, and got just 
about that, Stock companies com- 
posed of fairly capable troupers, 
playing more or less sophisticated 
productions, always flopped; third 
raters playing frayed comedies 
usually drew. Stock and legit are 
all washed up now, though. In 
normal times town is one of best 
picture key cities. 

To believe the local press, and 
the lad’s father, Toledo has a vio- 
lin prodigy in George Millrood, 16, 
who shortly will outrank Kreisler. 
Boy gives annual concert here, plus 
brief tour where he isn’t known, and 
occasionally broadcasts. For weeks 
before each concert, tour or broad- 
cast, his father, who combines 
duties of p. a. with work as an 
optometrist and optician, visits lo- 
cal newspaper offices. 


A local annoyance in city rooms|in the winter, 


R-K-0 FIRST TO BEAT 
FOX AT BASEBALL 


Fox's baseball team went down to 
defeat f-r the first time this sum- 
mer before R-K-O. Score of 17 to 
16 ina fierce struggle Saturday 
(2) at Mount St. Michael’s Field. 


It gives R-K-O a chance at the 
league pennant, with five games won 
and three lost, as against Fox’s 
seven won and one lost. It’s con- 
ceded a rather slim chance with 
probably only two more games each 
to go. 

The other teams ascribe Fox’s 
supremacy chiefly to a _ practice 
ground near the Fox home office at 
10th avenue and 55th, where the 
team keeps itself in condition. 


Nite Baseball Relied on 
To Save Club as Bkpt. 


Cumberland, Md., Aug. 5. 

With night baseball bringing out 
big crowds in other Middle Atlantic 
League towns, Cumberland Colts 
have gone in for the moonlight 
game, in the hope of keeping the 
club from going under financially. 

Cumberland club has barely man- 
aged to keep off the rocks this 
season and unless night baseball 
brings out better attendance of- 
ficials threaten to drop their fran- 
chise. 

While there are only nine home 
games on the Cumberlanc. schedule, 
the park has been equipped with 
flood lights at a cost of $9,500, it 
being the hope that the night games 
will pay for the new equipment and 
help the club to break even for the 
season. 


Dickson, Strib’s Mgr. 


London, Aug. 5, 


The Young Stribling-Phil Scott 
fight in London recently realized 
$100,000. 

The American winner drew down 
25% of the gate. Strib starts for 
home tomorrow (6) accompanied by 
his father and Jeff Dickson. 

Dickson is on his way to Havana 
to visit his parents whom he has 
not seen in years. It is understood 
here that he will manage Strib, 
whose title possibilities now have 
been revived. The scrapper in- 
sisted upon turning his affairs over 
to Dickson as an act of gratitude, 
for Dickson taking him up when 
all the other fight promoters fig- 
ured him as through, ‘ 


is Mary Willing Megley, director of 
the Toledo Choral Society, which 
gives several concerts a _ year. 
Brings in some artists whose reps 
sometimes exceed their abilities, 
and one or two noted orchestras, 
but choral society always insists on 
singing with orchestras. Considered 
great stuff here. As Flora Ward 
Hineline, music critic of the 
“Times,” pointed out after the last 
concert: “Think of Joan of Are. 
Then think of Mary Willing Meg- 
ley!” 
Theme Song 

One of few cities to possess a 
municipal anthem, Toledo upon all 
possible occasions sings ‘We're 
Strong for Toledo.” Song gained 
world-wide fame at time of Ro- 
tary International convention in Os- 


tend, Belgium, few years ago. Ice 
House Quartet, really a quadruple 
quartet, since there are 16 mem- 
bers, sang “Toledo” in several the- 
atres and radio stations on the 
Continent, then broadcast it from 
the Roxy theatre in New York, 


through aid of Roxy himself. 

One old-time showman left on 
the Rialto. Jack O’Connell at the 
Vita-Temple knows how to get ’em 
in, despite forbidding look of old 
theatre and frequent poor shows, 
and make ’em like it. He has an 
idea a second, some good, and is a 
friend of every newspaperman in 
town. 

One of the best woman press 
agents ever to quit the racket is 
Clara Stein, recently married, Her 
ability saved many a stock venture 
here from flopping. Gained fame 
as a lady reporter in Sandusky, O., 
some years ago, being first to chase 
down murders and such, mounted 
on a bicycle. 

Town has six first-run picture 
houses, burlesque house and any 
number of double-feature grinds. 
Publix has two theatres here, and 
2-K-O plans to open two in fall. 
Some of the theatres must make 
money, since people have to go 


somewhere, and there’s no ne | 


A Near-Star for Near-Necking 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
“You're a swee* kid,” crooned the 
easting director, “I could do some- 
thing for you, maybe.” 

“Yeah?” said Mitzi speculatively. 

She shifted the tray of food in her 
arms. 
“How long have you been work- 
ing in this—”’ the casting director 
waved a right arm as he sought an 
appropriate word; “—this — this 
—”; he found the word: “—res- 
taurant?” 

“This ain’t a restaurant,” cor- 
rected Mitzi, “It’s a bean joint. Peo- 
ple here to eat beans, ain’t they?” 

“I’m not eating beans,” said the 
director. 

“Some people can’t eat ’em,” she 
said. “They can’t.” 

“You're a beautiful girl,” said the 
casting director. “Of course, you 
have to be smoothed out a bit. 
Garbo loo..d like you when she 
stepped off the boat.” 

“What boat?” asked Mitzi. 

“The —the ‘Lusitania’,”’ 
the casting director, 

“I been here three weeks,” 


said 


said 


Mitzi. “I came from Chicago to get 
into movin’ pitchers. From Chi- 
cago.” 


“What’re you doing tonight?” the 
director asked. He wiped his chin 
with a napkin and put the napkin 
in his pocket. 

Her Routine 

“Usually,” said Mitzi, “I go home. 
Then I go out with Joe. He's in our 
boardin’ house, Joe is. People call 
him Joe for a nickname, but his real 
name is Joseph, He told me, he 


did.” 

“Would you come over to see me 
tonight?” the casting’ director 
asked. “I think we can do big 


things with you in pictures.” 

‘IT know a joke about doin’ big 
things,” said Mitzi. “A man says 
to the other man: ‘I’m doin’ big 
things these days.’ Then the other 
man says to the other man—you 
know, the other man—he_ says: 
‘What are you doin’?’ Then the 
other man says to the other man, 
he says: ‘I’m washin’ elephants.’ ” 

The casting director grinned, 

“People laugh when I tell it,” said 
Mitzi. “Sometimes I make it even 
funnier and people almost die, peo- 
ple do. I make it that these two 
men are Irishmen that never have 
been in this here country before. 
Then I make it so they talk to each 
other in Irish, but that’s too hard 
when only one person is listenin’.” 

The casting director arose and 
dropped a quarter on the table. 

“Where do you live?” Mitzi asked. 
“Do you always leave tips for a cup 
of coffee? Are you rich, are you?” 

“Drop around about 8:30,” said 
the casting director, scribbling his 
address. “And don’t bring anybody 
with you.” 


“You mean, like Joe?” asked 
Mitzi. “I won't bring Joe. His real 
name is Joseph, though. People call 
him Joe.” 

“Don't bring him,” said the caste 
ing director. 

Mitzi on Time 

At 8:30 Mitzi entered the casting 
director’s apartment. She accepted 
a highball. 

“This place is pretty, ain't it?” 
she said. “Do you send out your 
washing or have somebody do it 
here?” 

“My 80-year-old mother does it,” 
said the casting director, 

“She’s strong for her age, ain’t 
she?” said Mitzi. 

“Sit down here on the divan,” said 
the casting director. Mitzi sat, and 
an arm crept about her waist. 

“Hee, hee!” she giggled. 

‘TI can do big things for you, 
baby,” said the casting director. 

“IT know a funny joke about doin’ 
big things,” said Mitzi. “One man 
says—” 

“It’s about elephants,” cut in the 
casting director.” His arm tight- 
ened around Mitzi’s waist. 

“Do you know it, too?” 
asked. 

“Just by hearsay,” said the cast- 
ing director. 

“That isn’t the way I tell it,” 
Mitzi said. “When I tell it funniest 
it’s by two Irishmen named Mike, 
What are you doin’?” 

Nearly a Star 

“You'll be a star,” crooned the 
casting director. “People will say: 
“There goes Mitzi—what’s your last 
name?” 

“McGarnigle, It's McGarnigle.” 

“People will say ‘There goes 
Mitzi McGarnigle.’” The casting 
dircetor concentrated. “You'll have 
to change your last name,” he de- 
cided. “It sounds like a mouth wash, 
“He frowned, then sighed, “You 
are beautiful,” he said “I love you.” 

“Hee, hee;” tittered Mitzi. “Are 


Mitzi 


we gonna neck, are we?” 

“Yes,” breathed the casting direc- 
tor. Then he jumped. “What's 
that?” 

“It sounds like a bell to me,” said 
Mitzi. “A bell.” 


“Wait a minute,” said the casting 
(Continued on page 58) 


5th Month of Marathon 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Marathon dance at the Merry 
Garden, ballroom, will be in its fifth 
month Aug. 11 if the couple and a 
half still dragging around last that 
long. 

Stunt has been doing tremendous 
business the last three months. 


ROUND THE SQUARE 


sion, struck up the tune, 


fugitive from justice, 


He was arrested in Washington 


for the alleged “bucket shop king” 


man who, in giving two girls a ride 


or their neighbors’, 
Kids 


Plenty of laughs reported on the 


a rule, 


is sought as a bail 


have been combing the mountains 
W. Easterday, 

of Lora Sonderson, former musical 
to be accompanied by his wife, 


week, said that his name was “Sullivan.” 
is one of the alleged bucket shop operator’s aliases. 
by the investigators to be David Carey, internationally known stock seller, 
was a companion of Easterday in the machine, the girls declared. 


charge from a penny to a nickel 
lemonade as a prize to customers playing a certain number of rounds. 


“Stein Song’s” Kickback 
Rudy Vallee may thrill thousands with his “Stein Song,” but this 
tune carried only grief for Tom Love, Texas gubernatorial candidate. 
Prior to election day, Love had a bandwagon parade downtown Dallas 
streets and somehow the boys, either due to heat or spirit of the occa- 


Much to the embarrassment of Love, famed dry leader of Texas. 


Hunting Easterday in Mountains 
The Warren County, N. Y., sheriff, 


state troopers and postal inspectors 
around Lake George, for William 


alleged New York bucket shop operator and husband 


Easterday, believed 
jumper and 


comedy girl. 


several months ago in connection 


with the closing of the brokerage house of Sloan, Logan and Company, 
which officials claim was one of Easterday’s bucket shops. 
on a bond of $25,000, he failed to appear in court on the date set. 

The searching party narrowly missed apprehending Easterday at a 
camp in the mountains east of Lake George last week. 
evidence said the John Laws, the camp had served as a rendezvous 


Reieased 


There were 


and his wife. No charge has been 


filed against Mrs. Easterday. New warrants for hér husband's arrest 
on maik fraud charge were sworn out last week. 
Easterday, known to the Times Square crowd, is believed to be the 


on the East Lake George Road last 
Postal inspectors say that 
A lame man, thought 


Kids’ Commercial 4% Pt. Golf 
With school out for the summer the kids in the residential neigh- 
boods of the Bronx, N. Y. C., and elsewhere are evolving a new way of 
combining fun with a budding sense of commerce. 
Selling lemonade to passersby is old stuff; putting on shows in the 
cellar is no longer thrilling. Kids are now converting their back yards, 
into grammar school size miniature golf courses. 


per round, giving a glass of 
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BURLESQUE 


Wednesday, August 6, 1930 


IGNORE WHEEL AGENCY 
IN FILLING UP CASTS 


Mutual’s closea door policy toward 


Outside casting agents has been 
sprung partially with outside agents 
having 20% of the placements in 
the new season line-up of shows 
and with this amount not kicking 
in to Mutual’s own casting agency. 

Earlier in season Mutual had 
issued an edict that all performers 
seeking engagement in Mutual 
shows would have to come through 
the Mutual casting agency and pay 
the latter customary commissions 
on engagements. 

Outside agents figured Mutual's 
edict a challenge and unwilling to 
subject their clients to a double 
commission arrangement, refused 
to submit talent as formerly to the 
Mutual producers. When official 


- Casts were issued a couple of weeks 


ago quite a number had been un- 
completed, and the producers, dis- 
Satisfied with progress of the cir- 
cuit casting agencies, called in the 
outside casters to complete their 
rosters, and, if possible, improve on 
comics, with understanding that 
salaries would be net as far as the 
Mutual casting agency was con- 
cerned. 

The outsiders filled up casts with 
performers obligated only to pay 
their own agent commission instead 
of the double commission which 
would have been necessary if book- 
ing through the Mutual agency. 


Says Soub Was Rough 


Margie Pennetti, burelsque soub, 
was released in $1,000 bail on a 
felenious assault charge pending 
hearing in Yorkville court, New 
York. 

Girl was arrested on complaint 
of Harry Donlon, 71 Madison ave- 
nue, who alleges the defendant 
struck him over the head with a 
heavy water pitcher. Donlon is in 
Bellevue and said to be unable to 
testify against the girl, which 
caused postponement. 

When case was put over at re- 
quest of the District Attorney, be- 
cause of the complainant, the Pen- 
netti girl was held on a short af- 
fidavit of the arresting officer in 
$1,000 bail, which was supplied by 
her attorney Harry Altman, Brook- 
lyn. 


Irving Place Continues 


Burlesque will stick as policy at 
the Irving Place, New York, next 
season through an arrangement 
effected last week between Charles 
Burns, lessee and owners of the 
house. 

The Irving Place, a combo, was to 
have been forced out next month 
with house scheduled to revert to 
Yiddish, its policy prior to bur- 
lesque. 


Bedini Producing 

Jean Bedini, currently in vaude, 
will return to burlesque next sea- 
son to appear in and produce the 
stock shows for the Times Square, 
Detroit, when house reopens Sept. 
6. 

Bedini’s contract is for 10 weeks 
with an option. 


Walks on Minskys 
Jack LaMont, comic, has cancelled 
his contract with Minskys for the 
National Winter Garden stock next 
season. 
He will instead head a new Mu- 
tual unit. 


Wally Ford’s Act 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Wally Ford, out of legit, is lining 
up a four-person act. Others are 


Stanley Price, Edwin Bailey and 
Rae Terry, all from midwest legit. 

R-K-O western oftice setting 
route. 

Casino Non- Mutual 

» Casino, Boston, will not play 
Mutual shows this season as pre- 
viously. 


House may go stock burlesque. 


Rosenberg Pays Stock 
Chorus Girls “On Time” 


Jerome Rosenberg, against whom 
$300 in back salary claims to 
choristers was awarded in:a court 
judgment, is liquidating the claims 
in weekly payments through ar- 
rangement with Harry Altman, at- 
torney for the girls. 

Rosenberg formerly operated the 

stock burlesque at the Garrick, 
New York, which folded some time 
ago with both principals and choris- 
ters holding the bag for the final 
week's salary. Nat Mortan, casting 
agent, who had booked the per- 
formers in under an alleged guar- 
antee from Rosenberg that the 
latter would be responsible for sal- 
aries, instituted the court action in 
their behalf, retaining Altman as 
attorney. Rosenberg defended 
action on the grounds that the 
operators of the Garrick stock was 
a corporation and he was _ not, 
therefore, personally obligated for 
the amounts due. 
A second suit covering amounts 
due principals which was to have 
come up for trial next week -has 
been settled out of court through 
Rosenberg acknowledging claims to 
be liquidated after the choristers 
have been paid up. 


MUTUAL’S PAY FARE 
JOKER GIVEN CHILL 


Mutual's edict of requiring prin- 
cipals engaged for shows next sea- 
son to pay their own fares to the 
opening and closing points, has 
stirred up dissension with the wheel 
shows. 

The idea of having principals hold 
the bag for transportation on open- 
ing and closing weeks is said to 
have been gleaned by Mutual, in- 
asmuch as the vaude acts booked 
with the shows will be required to 
pay their transportation over the 


wheel, as a custom prevalent on the 


vaude circuits. 

Many performers are reported as 
having signed with Mutual without 
noticing the transportation joker 
clause. It has kicked up plenty of 
fuss since with others not already 
actually signed holding off signa- 
tures to contracts until the trans- 
portation matter has been adjusted. 
Previously the wheel shows when 
operated by outside producers had 
all traveling expenses defrayed by 
the producer. This season Mutual 
is operating the shows with former 
producers in on salary, as dummy 
producers for the wheel. 

The number of holdouts on the 
transportation angle is figured to 
knock the joker out of contracts and 
have Mutual pay fares of perform- 
ers all the way, as before. 


Burlesque Changes 


Vic Gasele has supplanted Betty 
Joyce as soub with stock at the 
Bijou, Phila. 


‘Girlesk’ Last Resort 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 

The Times Square, having tried 
almost every other policy, will go 
into two-a-day Girlesk with re- 
served seats only. Midnight show 
Saturday, and change weekly at 
that time. 

Stock company will be used with 
Isabella Van the only member 
picked so far. Al Sterling is man- 
aging house for owner, Alex Schrei- 
ber. Also handling the Loop and 
Embassy. 


Producers Turn Managers 


Jake Potar and Ben Levine, both 
‘ormer Mutual producers, have 
‘aken over the Orpheum, Reading, 
~a. 

They will operate with Mutual 
shows when reopening. House will 
pictures first half. 

Levine has also taken the Lyric, 
\Nentown, Pa., with Mutuals play- 
ng the house Mondays. 


Houston St. and 


Note: Principals under contract 


WANTED! 
30—GORGEOUS GIRLS—30 


(Ponies—Mediums) 
$27.50—2-A-DAY—6 DAYS—NO SUNDAYS 
ACROBATIC AND TAP DANCERS, EXTRA MONEY 
BKING REHEARSAL CLOTHES 

. MONDAY, AUG. 11, 1 P. M. 


NATIONAL WINTER GARDEN 


2nd Ave., N. Y. C. 
report Tuesday, Aug. 12, 1 P. M. 


| 


New Season 


enewed Activity 
ncreasing 
portunities 


The Familiar “Ring” of Your Name 


RINGS THE BELL 
On the Cash Register of the 


Show Business 


GOOD BUSINESS 
WELL-KNOWN 


EXPLOITATION 


Will Make You Known Wherever 
It Is Worth-While to Be Known 


\ 


GET THE BAND-WAGON 


Boom Times Are Coming 
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TO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 


Drive Coast, but Vow 
Never, Never to Try ft Again 


from New 


Well, to begin with, as long as I 
jive I don’t ever want to make that 
P trip again. We took plenty of time 
and didn’t kill ourselves as some 
people I know tried to, did but just 
the same never again. 

I say this even now when my 
driving has improved—I hope. At 
that time I had just obtained my 
license and figured I was okay to 


4 drive Jimmy’s Stutz to the coast as 
a Jim and Paul and the bunch had 
f gone ahead. 


We used up 33 days to get to 
Hollywood, stalling along plenty of 
course, although in some _ cases 
despite ourselves. We totaled 4,147 
miles; our total expenses, outside of 
hotels, food, etc. came to $342, but 
this did not take in the cost of six 
new “shoes” as we burnt out all of 
our tires by the time we hit Holly- 
wood. 

Of the expenses, $117 went for 
gas; $19 for oil; garages, $33; re- 
pairs (outside of the new tires), 
$172. 

Neither Anna Mae Bell, a former 
performer, and with me, nor myself 
had been driving over 60 days. We 
alternated of course. Patricia, the 
pride of the Gillespies, seven, was 


with us. 

May 5. Safely to Croudersport, 
Pa. where we camped for the 
night. 

May 6. Arrived in Cleveland at 
night. No mishaps excepting for 


knocking over a safety post on 
Euclid avenue, smashing a left 
fender. $21 for repairs. 


May 7. Arrived Delta O.; 
accidents. 

May 8. Arrived in - Milwaukee 
with brakes burned out. Left car 
in garage, taking taxi to hotel. Re- 
mained in Milwaukee one week 
visiting relatives. 


Laughs for Cycle Cop 


May 15. Left for Chicago only to 
have. brakes burn out again in 
Waukegan. Borrowed Dodge to get 
to Chi. Stopped by motorcycle cop 
for speeding but kept telling him 
gags on the way to the station 
house and laughed our way out. It 
wasn’t funny as the b. r. was 
limited and if we were going to 
burn out brakes, etc. we had to 
hurse the grouch-bag. 

May 16. Left Chicago for St. 
Louis. Hit by storm which blew 
side-curtains off the car. Spent 
three days here to have curtains, 
etc. patched up. 


no 


May 19. Left St. L., arrived To- 
peka, without mishap but for one 
blow-out. 

May 20. Left for Colorado. Hit 


approaching car and smashed both 
machines. Owner of the other car 
demanded $100 damages so we paid 
him $85 in smiles and 15 bucks in 
cash. However, we had to pay $35 
to have our own boiler fixeq up 
again. 

May 22. Arrived Hays, Kansas, 
in blinding storm with mud reach- 
ing to the hubs of our wheels. 
Skidded into a ditch and pulled out 
by a passing motorist. 


E May 23. Arrived Limon, Col., 
with tires in shreds. Bought two 
new ones. 

May 24. Arrived Denver to visit 


Paul Whiteman’s parents. Had car 
Completely overhauled, remaining 
four days. 

Snowbound 
| May 29. Snowboung in Colorado. 
| Advised by local auto club to take 
| another course, owing to the snow. 
— 31. Arrived Taos, New 
exico, self-starter out of 
ommission. Had to call men to 
Crank car at each stop. 

June 1. Arrived Albuquerque, N. 
» Spending another two days for 
More repairs, 


June 3. Arrived Holbrook, Ariz; 
20 damage, 

June 4. Arrived Kingman, Ariz. 
sand-storm. Had to 
ens on floor of our open car with 
‘ ns drawn in blazing heat until 

Was over, 
ee 5. Arrived Fresno, Calif., 

4 at night and dead tired. 

6. Arrived in Pasadena 
-broke, Had to SOS for 
oney to complete trip. 


7. Arrived Hollywood, vow- 
a never again to undertake such 
& trip. 


By Marie Gillespie 


4 (Mre. Jimmie Gillespie tells of her experience driving to the coast 
: York. Cross-country driving by the femmes getting to be a 
t, the wife of Paul Whiteman’s manager gives details.) 


|Palace P. A. Better Learn 
From Picture Publicists 
How to Handle Press 


At Dora Maughan’s, the ladies 
of the press gathered at the Palace 
to view her collection of Paris 
gowns. It may be bad form to 
criticize a hostess but when prom- 
ised that Miss Maughan would 
“model” her gowns in the theatre 
which is refrigerated, the guests 
could hardly be blamed for failing 


to enthuse over a half hour’s view 
of costumes on hangers shown in 
a hot dressing room without even 
benefit of chairs during her dis- 
course. Perhaps the picture con- 
cerns have ruined the racket. They 
supply every comfort including the 
interior when angling for publicity 
about a star’s costumes. 


Miss Maughan is delightful and 
talks fluently about what she wore 
at Ascot and Deauville. She says 
all street frocks are nine inches 
from the giound for silks and 
twelve for tweeds of which she has 
a smart collection, one coat with 
crossed bands under its bolero back. 
Black satin for lingerie is very 
popular abroad as are tiny feathers 
on mules. Dark shades to be worn 
for fall is the favorite. 


What appeared to be a perfectly 
innocent black satin gown with 
high neck and long sleeves is de- 
scribed by Miss Maughan as her 
“most indecent” because of its fit. 
Of course there wouldn’t be any 
sense in “modeling” that for the 
girls. All gowns look alike from 
hangers so it was necessary to 
explain them, 

Patent leather satin is the ma- 
terial of the brown ensemble worn 
during her - erformance. 


Beads, according to Miss Maug- 
han, to be worn more in trimming 
than in all over designs though 
some of the latter will always be 
fashionable. Bead fringe braided to 
about the knee where it falls free 
is used in wide bands on a green 
crepe. 


A tip for travelers that Miss 
Maughan probably won't mind 
sharing+elaborately cut-out slip- 


pers of delicate colors and fabrics 
are slipped into old stockings, a 
pair to one stocking, keeping them 
protected yet easily identified when 
needed. 

Miss Maughan confessed this her 
only week in the varieties as she 
opens in a show. 


| YOUNG 2-ACT NEARLY 
STEALS PALACE SHOW 


Jesse Block and Eve Sully, cross- 
fire team, were almost the hit of the 
Palace this week, despite competi- 
tion such as Claiborne Foster, 
Frances Williams and Harry Rich- 


man, 

Frances Williams went in for 
white costumes to set off her sun- 
burn, which looked like it might be 
the real thing. Blondes should be 
always tanned, it is so becoming to 
them. 

Harry Richman seemed more in- 
terested in a yachting trip, evi- 
dently contemplated over Sunday, 
than in thinking up anything to 
amuse a theatre audience. He was 
resplendent in white ducks, blue 
coat with brass buttons, but his 
gags were not so hot. However, he 
was net noticeably bothered and 
nonchalantly introduced Saturday 
everyone except Miss Foster. 

Miss Foster’s skit at the Palace 
turned out to be the first act of 
“Saturday’s Children,” cut down for 
vaudeville. It is amusing but 
the secondary role of “Florrie”’ runs 
away with the whole thing. Miss 
Foster looked charming in a simple 
girlish frock of a bright red color to 
give it character. 


Did You Know That 


Ann Harding broke a toe 
while kicking off a slipper.... 
Viola Brothers Shore has peen 
loaned to Fox to do the Jean- 
nette MacDonald picture.... 
Herb Fields and John Ifundley 
are en route to New York.... 
Nanette Guilford is getting a 
divorce....Arthur Lake (and 
police dog) were in Catalina 
week ending....Life is one in- 
terview after another for Ray- 
die Harris....They say Mar- 
ilyn Miller is photographing 
more beautifully in black and 
white than she even did in 
color....The Paul Lukas are 
all wrapped up in aviation.... 
Bunny Charles warbles a mean 
ditty....Ruby Jolson’s tan is 
the darkest in town....The 
Jack Warners have taken a 
place at Malibu for the rest of 
the summer....Harry Ruby is 
engaged to Cleo Cullen.... 
Constance Bennett wore a 
lovely flesh chiffon at the open- 
ing of “ Rebound....Irene 
Mayer Goetz was stunning in 
a blue and white sport dress 
fastened with zippers at Car- 
mel Myers’ luncheon....They 
say Peggy Fears Blumenthal 
now has the outstanding col- 
lection of diamond bracelets 
....Harlan Thompson and 
Marion Spitzer are in town 
again....Myrna Sprague ard 
daughters are Alasking it. 


JAP GIRLS’ LEGS NO 
LONGER A SECRET 


Tokyo, July 20. 

What the Japanese papers rather 
stiffly refer to as “eroticism” has 
taken a strong hold on the Japanese 
theatre. About four revues, all 
more or less undressed, are on the 
July programs. One boasts a couple 
of dozen Russian chorines. The 
others are depending on the lower 
extremities of Japanese girls to put 
them across. 


Ordinarily, Japanese girls have 
props which strongly resemble the 
Doric columns of the beloved Honus 
Wagner. They are taught from 
babyhood to curl said props grace- 
fully beneath them when they sit 
on the floor. The results make the 
ground-brushing kimono a blessing 
more frequently than not. 


In the past several years foreign 
clothes and foreign styles have 
toned down the severity of Japa- 
nese leg-deforming customs and 
the new crop of 18-year-olders 
when dressed in foreign clothes or 
practically none, does not bear such 
a strong resemblance to a dog show 
of English bulls. 


Styles in legs, as in other things, 
are changing in Japan. Japanese 
girls are going in for foreign 
clothes in increasing numbers. Sur- 
geons have been doing a land-office 
business in the straightening of un- 
sightly calves, sometimes with dis- 
astrous results, fully described and 
illustrated in the newspapers. 


One girl got her legs beautifully 
ironed out and then found herself 
completely unable to Walk. 


‘BRIDES’ FOR WOMEN; 
TEACHES ’EM THINGS 


“Our Blushing Brides” is a picture 
made for women. Points a moral 
for the girls; shows them how to 
take their men and when to leave 
them, displaying every type of wear- 
ing apparel that the feminine mind 
can even imagine. 

Joan Crawford as a virtuous man- 
nequin is attractive. She would be 
a more striking type if Gloria Swan- 
son, with the inimitable Swanson 
personality, had not preceded her. 
Joan looks and seems to try to look 
like Gloria, but she hasn’t that cer- 
tain something and that charming 
toothey grimace owned by the Mar- 
quise of Soandso. 

There are so many half-dressed 
girls in the picture that may be 
men would like it. after all. Anita 
Page and Dorothy Sebastian, who 
turn out to be foolish mannequins, 
are all right. Miss Page has lost 
weight, it seems, and is thereby im- 
proved. 

Why all the gorgeous mannequins 
in this picture, who can dance and 
even swim when called upon at 
fashion shows, only get $22.50 a 
week and are hence almost driven 
to perdition, is a mystery. 


Wa-Wa Agua Caliente 


By Cecelia Ager 


Secret Over Stockings 
Makes Good Flim Story 
And the Mackail Legs 


“The Flirting Widow” has a cute 
idea for a story. 

Probably everyone does not know 
older sisters should wear green 
stockings if their younger sisters 
marry first. This is what happens 
to Dorothy Mackaill when her 
younger sisters marry. 

But there doesn't seem to be any 
reason why Dorothy should not 
marry. She Ims the prettiest pair 
of legs on the screen, and shows 
them in dresses that are long in 
back but short in front. 

Leila Hyams is as attractive as 
usual in a rather sedate role as one 
of the married sisters. Why Basil 
Rathbone, who is so slim and aqui- 
line he looks like a stiletto, should 
be so attractive is hard to figure 
out. But he is attractive, so that’s 
that. 


STATE BILL INSPIRES 
FEMME QUESTIONING 


The Three McCann Sisters at the 
State are billed’ as from the “In- 
ternational Revue.” Whatever lan- 
guage they used then and now must 
be a new one for not a word could 
be understood. Girls dance well, 
their neat blue jackets and pleated 
white skirts and berets serving the 
complete’ turn. Something more 
distinctive might have added a note 
of individuality. 


Bedini and Howard bring a sub- 
dued burlesque which the house 
certainly enjoyed. All the ingre- 
dients including the cop, the bed, 
the screen, the gun for black-outs, 
black lingerie and a pink negligee. 
A horse is added, which probably 
entitles the act or revue or what- 
ever it is, to call itself original. 
As during his Columbia, et al., days 
Mr. Bedini lends the dignity of his 
presence. 

Henry Bergman's “daughter” 
must have discovered the secret 
of staying a child always; she hasn’t 
grown any in height at least for 
several years. 


‘COMMON CLAY’ IS 0. K. 
FEMME FILM FEATURE 


“Common Clay” is the kind of 
picture that stills the house and 
then releases a flood of comment at 
its conclusion, the greatest audi- 
ence compliment, much more so 
than applause. Constance Bennett, 
who might not be a sculptor’s ideal 
as to face, more than makes up for 
that by her trim figure and neat 
taste in frocks. She gives a sensi- 
tive performance. 


Some might consider her too rée- 
strained during the many trials and 
tribulations of her short career, but 
so many stars overact that re- 
straint becomes a virtue. “Common 
Clay” is staff to mold thought. 

3eryl Mercer had a brief scene 
that added to the throat-lump 
hazard. 


Marguerite Churchill’s 
“Intentions” Stand Out 


In “Good Intentions,’ Marguerite 
Churchill has anything but a vital 
role yet she manages to be most 
attractive. There is a certain exotic 
tinge to her appearance that makes 
her really interesting. She also 
dresses herself in a sophisticated 
and becoming manner. A _ short 
black velvet evening cape that she 
wore with white fox zigzagged 
across the shoulders, was positively 
outre. Not the ingenue sort of thing 
at all and therefore very fetching. 
One time she did appear in a bouf- 
fant tulle dress but for the most 
part wisely clung to slinky dresses 


that were far more becoming and 
attractive. 
And who would ever think that 


Edmund Lowe could transform him- 
self into a suave man of the world? 
Of course he was a crook, but such 
a gentlemanly crook that even the 
audience could hardly suspect him. 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

the gay 
life, Agua Caliente, has the correct 
Hollywood attitude. Picture 
are gods, sweeping everything be- 
fore them. Let a film name enter 
the casino, it doesn’t matter how 
mouselike, instantly every thing 
stops. By some telegraphic process 
everybody becomes aware of The 
Presence simultaneously. The deal- 
ers are as proud as the players. 


They react as if it were their per- 
sonal responsibility, their personal 
victory, that the film name is with 
them. Trying to believe itself 
worldly, so satiated, so used to it 
all, Agua Caliente collapses utterly 
at the advent of filmdom’s famous; 
becomes just an awestruck star- 
gazer, thrilled, impressed, silent 
with worship. 

When Buddy Rogers was dis- 
covered in the Casino last week end, 
as soon as the people recovered from 
the coma into which this stagger- 
ing revelation threw them, little 
cries of “Isn’t he too beau-u-tiful!” 
“See how good he is to his mother!” 
“Such heavenly eyelashes! So long 
—so black—so curly!” broke from 
gasping feminine lips all over the 
room. The younger woman edged 
over to where he stood, without ex- 
cuses; the middle-aged said to each 
other, “I must get closer so I can 
tell the children I’ve seen Buddy 
Rogers.” 

Follow the Leader 


Younger men stood off in groups, 
muttering to themselves and cast- 
ing glances of such hostility that 
Mr. Rogers should have shriveled 
where he stood. But nothing dis- 
tracted him from the Olympian 
heights on which he moved. Should 
he decide to play Black Jack at a 
hitherto deserted table, immediately 
it was mobbed with players clamor- 
ing to place bets there too. If he 
fancied a turn of the wheel, then 
that roulette board groaned with the 
weight of silver dollars fighting 
just to be near Buddy Rogers’ 
money. A turn toward the bar, and 
every one was thirsty. 


Through it all he floated, bland, 
serene, smiling, save when women, 
emboldened with the intoxication 
of his nearness, came up to him, 
all of a rush, their eyes burning 
with excitement, to say, “I met you 
at Soandso’s party two years ago— 
don’t you remember?” And Mr. 
Rogers would pause for a moment to 
reply with such charm and direct- 
ness that his listener must clutch 


Filmdom’s recourse to 


stars 


for a chair; “Of course. How are 
you?” 
Being Worthy 
Not till he left did the current 


he generated cease its quivering. 
Bets were placed beyond the players’ 


most extravagant limits; toasts 
were quaffed in mad _ succession, 
people did everything they could 
think of to act worthy.of Buddy 
Rogers. So long as he was there, 


and even moments afterward while 
the women were remembering de- 
liriously his broad shoulders and 
his wavy black hair, the room ex- 
isted only for him. Much, much 
later people shook themselves out 
of his spell, once more began placing 
50-cent pieces between the O and 
double O, resuming the careful fing- 
ering of their stakes, taking their 
gambling sensibly again. 

Because a picture star Gan so 
upset what would like to be a meet- 
ing place for cosmopolites and 
haughty persons, then as such Agua 
Caliente is a bust. gut the good 
middle westerns, who see them- 
selves as tasting the follies of life, 
cutting up and with Big People at 
that, like it this way. The presence 
of a film player puts the final stamp 
of ;chic on it for them. 


Just Another Instance 
How That State Is Run 


Rare instance of cucumbers go- 
ing to a girl’s head. While stand- 
ing in the State lobby one of those 
terribly busy pages dashed through 
the doorway and toppled that cut- 
out sign plugging the cooling sys- 
tem on a “Variety” girl's head with- 
out so much as a “sorry.” 

Maybe he wasn’t sorry but she 
never panned the page boys—until 
now. 

“Cool as a cucumber” may go for 
the cooling system but the sign 


made one person burn, 
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VARIETY 


TO THE LADIES 


Wednesday, August 6, 1939 


The Parisian Front 
By Christine 


Paris, July 25. 

Fourth floor of the Ritz hotel, 
Suite 41-42. “Come right in, lady, 
right in. Mistah McEvoy says I 
should jus’ keep yu right heah till 
he come back fum de Davis Cup 
match. Won’ yu res’ you coat an’ 
you hat. Have a lil cocktail, he 
won’ be gone so very long now, and 
he wants tuh see yu. He's a very 
busy man, Mistah McEvoy is. I 
brings him home neahly every dawn 
now so’s he gets his res’. The 
othah night we was ovah at Brick- 
top’s cabaret and the Prince Ras‘’uh 
Ras, Raspoli I believes it is, sat 
right theah and talked and talked 
with Mistah McEvoy about Holly- 
wood. Evebody likes tuh talk to 
Mistah McEvoy about what they’s 
doin’ now in Hollywood. I could 
tell ’em too, ’cause I worked for 
Mistah King Vidor in ‘Halleluiah’; 
you know, I’se ‘Blueboy’ in dat 
pitcher; nice role I had, Would it 
amuse yuh to see the stills of dat 
and also Mistah McEvoy's ‘Holly- 
wood Girl.’ An’ heahs a pitcher of 
Mistah McEvoy hisself. And dis is 
an invitashun to the Lady Mendl’s 
house on Tuesday night. We gets 
around an awful lot since we’s come 
ovah heah to Paris.” 

Just as Blueboy was about to go 
into a tap dance for his guest’s 
amusement J. P. McEvoy strode 
quietly in. Blueboy is his four foot 
something valet, and what Mistah 
McEvoy says to Blueboy’ goes. To 
all appearances J. P. is in Paris to 
have a good time—he already has 
been written up as an. experienced 
gourmet who knows all the good 
Paris restaurants by heart. 


McEvoy’s Objective 

But the half shut eyes of Mistah 

McEvoy are taking it all in for fu- 

, ture printing, and while the old 
bean entertains you with a lot of 
new wisecracks, it’s listening close- 
ly for any information a resident of 
Paris might be able to hand out. 
He knows all about New York, has 
Hollywood by heart, and now he is 
going to accomplish the same by 
Paris. 

He is assimilating news about the 
best dressmakers, the smart cafes 
and cabarets, the perfumes a girl 
like Dixie Dugan would indulge in. 
All the smart resorts will see him 
in time, and all the smart people 
entertain him. He’s just a breath 
of old Hollywood and New York 
thrown in; in fact he’s the regular 
spirit of America when you get 
right down to it, without, however, 
the U. S. prohibition prejudices. 

Jack Hobby and Bathing Suits 

Everybody knows Jack Hobby of 
the Equitable Trust here in Paris, 
especially visiting American artists. 
He smooths things out, such as 
cashing checks and getting you 
around to the right places. 

About two years ago, when he was 
down in Palm Beach enforcing laws 
against lovely ladies too eager by 
far for a real all-over sunburn, he 
came upon two of them. He said he 
hated to spoil their fun, but the law 
about bathing suits and no stock- 
ings was the law, so he chased them 
gently off the beach until they could 
come back properly covered. One 
of them sniffed haughtily at him 
and said: “Say, old fashioned, if 
you got around a lot you'd know 
that all the smart places on the 
Continent don't care what you don’t 
wear as long as you get a good-to- 
look-at- sunburn.” In the face of 
that argument it was hard to be 
Stern. But he was, and said the 
law was the law, and for them to go 
and put. on stockings and a cover- 
all. 

Not so long ago he was down on 


the Deauville beach pointing out 
celebrities to a visiting photogra- 
pher who wanted to take some 


snappy photographs for his snappy 
magazine. He saw a couple of girls 
lying in the sun whose lack of garb 
would make them an attractive 
cover for any privately printed 
magazine. “You hold the camera, 
Jack,” said he, “and I'll try to see 
from which angle we can take the 

* picture.” So Jack Hobby was left 
focusing the lens carefully, this 
way and that, when one of the la- 
dies turned around and met him 
eye to eye. It was the one who 
sniffed at him at Palm Beach, and 
you can imagine his confusion when 
he was discovered by her to be con- 
enetrating on his lack of bathing 
suit. 

Jack usually winds up this story 
telling what this girl actually said 
to him, but it is not printable. 

Cafe Big Shot 

Monseigneurs, the swell Russian 
night club, is closed for the summer. 
Only Bricktop’s and Joe Zelli’ hang- 
ing out the old flag at present, It- 


doesn’t much matter. Nobody in 
town, anyway. but tourists; every- 
body’s at Deauville. 

Sophie Tucker was at Le Touquet 
this past week, watching them play. 
She is getting ready for the new 
Winter Garden revue in London. 

A few of the small houses have 
already opened. All the fashions 
to be gathered so far include long 
skirts, bolero jackets, inconspicuous 
fur collars, a few side pleats, bell 
sleeves, lace and chiffon for evening, 
either brilliant colors or black for 
evening, soft browns and blues for 
daytime, and printed lame for after- 
noon. 

But wait awhile, until the bigger 
houses have shown their collections, 
then you will really know what to 
buy for your fall wardrobe. They 
open the beginning of August. 

Gilbert Roland Here 

Gilbert Roland is coming up to 
occupy his four-seater box for the 
Davis Cup match, but nobody 
knows yet who will be his guests. 
He has been at Aix le Bains, and 
Norma Talmdage is going to stay 
down there, probably not very much 
interested in tennis, anyway. 


FILM FEMMES’ METHOD 
OF COPPING CLOTHES 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Local merchants dealing in femme 
wearing apparel have for a number 
of years been the victims of grift- 
ing press agents and picture names 
who connived them out of dresses, 
hats and shoes under the general 
heading of publicity. 
Press agents sold the stores the 
idea of furnishing a wardrobe for 
their clients in which to be photo- 
graphed and build up the store on 
any resulting publicity. In most 
cases the store furnished the outfit 
and got copies of the stills, but 
when it came to getting the clothes 
returned it was usually given up 
as a bad job after several tries. 
Recently one of the merchants, 
known as a sap for the grifters, de- 
cided he had enough of the bite. 
The publicity he was getting was 
okay but it wasn’t worth $100 worth 
of clothes every time a film femme 
got mugged. 
He purchased a blanket insurance 
policy against theft on all clothes 
going out of the store for publicity 
purposes. 

Now when a dress hes been in 
the hands of a p. a. or actress for 
10 days after the picture is taken, 
the insurance company sends out 
an adjuster who picks up the dress 
or threatens to place a theft charge. 

When the beef goes info the store 
about the insult, the manager 
claims he knows nothing about it. 
He explains that all clothing in the 
store is covered by insurance and 
that his hands are tied, and ad- 
vises that the dress be returned. 
Which it is. 


Scotland Yard’s 0.K. 


When Scotland Yard in the per- 
son of David Torrence admits of 
Ronald Colman “Raffles” “You can’t 
help liking him,” who could expect 
an ordinary woman to resist? 

Kay Francis is again the 
fortunate—for both Kay and fans— 
choice of a master criminal; those 
boys know the value of advertising. 
It is easy to understand why society 
women invariably succumb to a 
daring crook—they’re so tired of 
tickertape traps. 

And did Miss Francis fly to Mr. 
Colman’s aid; she reached him be- 
fore the police who did. 

Smartly gowned as always, one 
of Miss Francis’ dark velvet en- 
sembles used string shoulder straps 
almost to the waist in back. 


Armida and the Cooling 
System Click at 86th St. 


The 86th Street has one fea- 
ture which others might copy to 
advantage. Its “ladies suite” below 
the theatre is also cooled through 
vents in the theatre floor making 
it really comfortable in the various 
lounge rooms. Telephone booths are 
also cooled the instruments being 
| actually cold to the touch. 

This neighborhood is evidently in 
favor of Armida. When her namé 
appeared there was the rustle of 
expectancy, a pleasant anticipation 
noticeably lacking during the rest 
of the show. 


ORIENTAL 


(Continued from page 48) 


military tap. Returns couldn’t be 
better. 

Sally Sweet on for personality 
warbling. This girl is something 
of a local name, especially well 
known at the Marbro and Granada. 
Over easily here. 

Final were the Six Belfords, tum- 
blers and risley acrobats. Rather 
off form first show and missed a 
couple of stunts, but such was the 
frame of mind of the audience that 
the tricks got excellent returns. 

Harry Rose remains in his sec- 
ond week as m. c., and to him goes 
plenty of credit for heating this 
crowd up into a receptive mood. It 
might, however, be to Rose’s ad- 
vantage if he would cut out his bits 
of Hebe stuff and also running iffto 
the audience. 

The whole show was called the 
“Lawn Party,” and the stage man- 
aged to give some semblance of a 
southern portico, although the pil- 
lars hid part of the band from thine 
audience. To the chorus goes men- 
tion for one production number; 
the girls wearing men’s dumnry cos- 
tume and dummy legs on trays, so 
that it appears that the chorus 
girls are sitting on trays and ecar-. 
ried by men. Plenty of applause 
for this bit, although very old as 
production stuff. 

News, Henri Keates’ organlog and 
orchestra feaure completed. 

Loop. 


CAPITOL 


Chicago, Aug, 1. 
Structurally this 30-minute unit 
is weak until the finale. As a whole 
it just manages to get by, but fair- 
ly well, considering the low produc- 
tion cost. 
It’s a simple affair against a 
“two” drop representing pepper- 
mints and all-day suckers. Finale 
packs the idea punch with a black- 
drop effect fringed in white and a 
huge bon-bon box, ‘Thirteen girls, 
elad in rose flimsy, end a ballet by 
prying open the lid, which has 
seven more girls dangling by their 
shoulders. Effect of these swing- 
ing and the others dancing lightly 
is glamarous, even dainty. 
Otherwise it’s practically straight 
presentation and minus the usual 
continuity. Lynn Gowan, traveling 
m.c., talks excessively in a high 
nasal voice, but reports are there’s 
been a notice sent over the circuit 
for guys like this to cloister them- 
selves in silence. 
Reeves and Lew, boy and girl 
dancing team, were at their best in 
a skit of two toys in a candy shop. 
Dorothy Roy is an able tapster, 
rather comely, and her partner, 
Miss Irene, a rather typical ballet 
danseuse. Jones and Hull, two boys 
in a conglomeration of comic acro- 
batics, slap hoke and bum gags, 
were used for laughs, but didn’t 
bowl them over until their finale, 
when the two, tripping and tackling 
each other as a routine, showed the 
reason they got a long contract 
from F. & M. 

Warner's officially took over this 
and several other houses the day 
this show was caught, and the 
marquee was gaudy with pennants 
and “Silver Jubilee” gilt, but busi- 
ness was as usual. On the screen 
“Wild Company” (Fox) and assort- 
ed news shots. Loop. 


5TH AVE. 


(“Rose Garden” Unit) 
Seattle, July 31. 

Fanchon & Marco Idea pretty 
well lived up to in “Rose Garden.” 
Lots of lookers, rhythm, song, dance 
and a comic break. Not all “Ideas” 
topliners, but somehow no duds. 
Some not SO, good, but none all 
washout. 

Harold Stanton sings and also 
m. c.’s, especially for local fur 
shew, doing the double duty okay. 
Karl Horn is band leader and one 
“messer’ who doesn’t mess around 
much with language. He does well 
to stick to baton, fiddle and occa- 
sional warble. 

Hall and Essley get laughs with 
adagio burlesque. Three Jacks and 
a Queen in adagio acrobatics, the 
lithe gal hurled about like a bas- 


ketball. Helen Petch is one bit of 
lap dancer; ted Donohoe and 
“Uno,” the mule, add to the laughs. 


The show hit with audiences this 


week. “Let Us Be Gay” (Metro), 
sereen, main drag. 

The gals in line bring steps, 
frace and (figures, with okay 


routines to the stage. At times the 

harness on the ponies is scant. But 

this is navy week in Seattle. 
Trepp. 


R-K-O UNIT 
(Continued from page 47) 


for these four acts on their break- 
in. The top houses with a more 
elastic budget will pay $2,900 and 
$2,700 will be the average mean. 

Neat enough four acts but lacks 
spark and sparkle; just another of 
those lustre-less line-ups encoun- 
terable so often around the 86th 
Streets, the Chesters, the Ken- 
mores, the 58th Streets and kindred 
type of neighborhooder. 

Archie and Gertie Falls get to ’em 
with their prattfalls, although 


Gertie, in Eva Tanguayish get-up, 
impresses on the slack tape aerially. 


Even Soda Checks Bounce 


Probably the first bouncing 
soda check. Woman in Huy- 
ler’s had a 15c soda, brought 
the check to the eashier’s and 
said “I forgot my money” and 
walked out. 


Acting by Remote Control 


“Little Accident” isn’t the farce 
it was fathered to be, at least on 
the screen. Doug Fairbanks Jr. 


was too sincere in everything he 
did to be quite silly enough as the 
frantic father and never was there 
more detached heroine’ than 
Anita Page. Miss Page acted as 
though she were really some place 
away from the scene. 

Sally Blaine wore a smart suit 
with galyak shawl collar on the 
cutaway coat and Miss Page’s 
cape-sleeved coat also good look- 
ing. As usual, Zazu Pitts wore a 
vacant look and helpless hands, 
the smartest thing for her to do. 


The Riviera Idea 


“Moviette” is now snapping 
people walking on the street and 


then presenting them with a card 
which, if mailed in with 25c., en- 
titles the subject to three snaps. 

Card. is numbered and presum- 
ably the film corresponds as a 
means of identification. 


Rome and Dunn lack variety in 
song repertoire. Their hokum opera 
parody duet is now standard. That’s 
the convineer, nullified by an at- 
tempt at a speech which was 
ordered out immediately. Up until 
the opera hoke, it’s a case of pops, 
with not much novelty. Everything 
is double-number, 

The Vercell’s terp stuff is sightly, 
if unspontaneous. Nice and Florio, 
presumably the stooge specialists, 
are featured amongst the six young 
male steppers. It’s a commercial 
commodity in toto with the boys’ 
concerted and step-out specialty 
hoofing as much an asset as the 
stars. 

Joe Marks’ Co. comprises Mae 
Leonard and George Brown, alter- 
nate straights. Marks, if not a 
drawing room type of comedian, 
will never be accused of being un- 
funny. He garners the iaffs 
broadly, thickly, unceremoniously, 
brashly and crassly at times, but 
the main thing is, he gets ’em. 
Beaucoup bit and business routine, 
a nifty top-off to a sluggish se- 
quence. 

On another of those sultry Sat. 
afts, the Madison was doing healthy 
trade, with “Hell’s Bells” not in 
position to claim any credit for the 
feature pull, So it must be the 
vaude. The neighbors are unit- 
conscious apparently and turning 
out consistently, Abel. 


JEFFERSON 


Scraping the stage shows at Fox’s 
Academy has blown up a harvest 
for the R-K-O Jeff, through the only 
vaude in the neighborhood. And 
they’re giving them good vaude 
down there. 

Current bill is good heat entertain- 
ment with five of the seven acts 
spotting comedy. The feature ‘For 
the Defense” (Par) also good box 
office with combo proving it Satur- 
day to the tune of a packed house 
when beach perambulating would 
seem more enticing. 

Australian Woodchoppers, two 
men, and girl for dress, opened, 
satisfying with hatchet throwing, 
whip snapping and woodchopping. 

Three Bennett Brothers, comedy 
hoofers in collegiate garb, got over 
without a struggle, unleashing some 
clever hoofing interspersed with 
clown stuff. Neat act. 

William Kent, with two women 
and man, clicked heavy for comedy 
in a skit combining former bits 
which Kent has been doing. Con- 
trast blackout finish enjoyable with 
the “drunks” and sent Kent away 
to prolonged palm slamming. 

Freeman, Russell and Mortan, two 
fellows and girl, were other heavy 
registers for laughs. Femme mem- 
bers clowning never missed, while 
the boys’ warbling and hoofing pro- 
viding added zest to a good act. 

I’rank Dobson and Co. also scored 
in the giggle division with “The 
Love Doctor.” Plenty of comedy 
with Dobson at his best. 

Dave Vine, light comedian with 
nifty talk, another acceptable rib 
tickler next to shut. Vine has a 
personality and nonchalant delivery 
that get them. Most of his chatter 
is new. Through good handling it 
gets over for tops, sending the boy 
away as one of the hits of the bill. 

“Land of Clowns,” classy dance 
flash of two men and four girls, with 
clown costumes carrying motif of 
the act and the femme acrobatic 
and toe dancer contributing best 
specialties. Tiluminated costume 


finish with mob hoofing in speedy 
tempo provided a novel getaway. 


Edba., 


At Saratoga many people find tha 
celebrities in the boxes as interest. 
ing as the horses on the track. The 
notables include Mrs. Graham Fajr 
Vanderbilt, Joseph Leiter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Grafton H. Pyne, Vincent B. 
Hubbell, Mrs. George B. Hubbell 
Mrs. Henry Carnegie Phipps ana 
Louis G. Kaufman. 


Doing Nicely 

Jacques de Wolfe is doing pretty 
well as an interior decorator. For. 
merly on the stage, he once supeq 
in a Belasco production. Nephew of 
Elsie de Wolfe (Lady Mendl), he 
followed her example in leaving the 
stage for interior decoration. His 
mother was well known in the the. 
atre a generation ago as Drina de 


Wolfe. She had a spectacular ca- 
reer. 
A Difference 
Really fashionable women of 


New York and Newport are amused 
at the persistency with which style 
correspondents of fan publications 
declare “Lilyan Tashman is the 
best-dressed woman in Hollywood.” 
The fashionables insist that Ina 
Claire is “the best-dressed woman 
in pictures,” and that Constance 
Bennett approaches nearer the 
conservative standard than Miss 
Tashman, who is described merely 
as “the most theatrically appar- 
elled!” 


Young Vieller’s Play 

Anthony Veiller’s play, “Defense,” 
opened at Cape May, N. J., Aug. 1, 
with the author’s mother, Mar- 
garet Wycherley, ir the leading role, 
This clever actress divorced Bayard 
Veiller, playwright. Miss Wycher- 
ley was born in London, daughter 
of Dr. J. L. DeWolfe, and made her 
stage debut in 1888 with Mme. 
Janauschek, 

Medcraft on Shorts 

Russell Medcraft, co-author with 
Norma Mitchell of “Cradle-Snatch- 
ers,” has joined the writing staff of 
Paramount’s New York studio, 
writing shorts. Now 30, Medcraft 
began acting at 17, with stock in 
Oakland. He soon joined the Alca- 
zar company in San Francisco. In 
1926 he eloped with Jean May, an 
actress, and they were married at 
Port Chester, N. Y. 


FEMMES AND MELLERS 


Producers talk about women 
making a picture a success or a 
failure but this avalanche of crook 
cinemas talks differently. Women 
don’t like pictures whose sole claim 
to distinction is a terrific rough 
and tumble fight or a slaughter by 
machine guns, either of which is 
the big scene in gangster stories. 

“Shooting Straight” has Richard 
Dix in a fight that had the men 
chortling with glee while the girls 
marveled at such bloodthirstiness 
so far from the jungle. 


“HIGH SPEED” A MISNOMER 


Paramount's “High Speed” revue 
must have been paced with a tired 
turtle. Dave Gould Girls look well 
in red velvet and gold costumes and 
their iridescent spangled tunics 
smart, too, but otherwise all was 
dead sea fruit. 

Early visit includes an organ re- 
cital by Egon Pultz, and whatever 
made Paramount think people liked 
two organ recitals during one show? 


Too much piping entirely. Jesse 
Crawford’s pop stuff much better 
liked. Rubinoff’s vim and _ vigor 


leading always a good show too. 


MARRIAGES 


May Collins, former film actress, 
now on the stage in “Ladies All,” 
to Edmund E. Thomas, non-pro, 
Aug. 8 in New York. 

Bernet Hershey to Adele Aller- 
head last week in New York City. 
Hershey is a staff scenarist at the 
Brooklyn Vitaphone Studios. Miss 
Allerhead formerly posed for artists, 
among them being McCelland Bar- 
clay and Rolf Armstrong. 

Charlotte Levenson, non pro., to 
Steve Barutio, manager Paramount 
theatre, Broadway, Aug. 2. Bride is 
sister-in-law to Nat Royster, Pub- 
lix p. a. 

Doris Marks to Henry Dreyfuss, 
in New York, July 26, Bride is % 
daughter of former Manhattan Bor- 
ough President Marks. Gross 15 
scenic designer. 


BIRTHS 


Daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Byfield. Byfield is president of the 


Hotel Sherman company. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety ana Clipper.) 


ith Union Square in 14th 
York, third oldest of 
the B. F. Keith stands, was re- 
turned to its landlord, the Palmer 
estate, the lease having expired 
some time before. House had been 
an enormous money maker in its 
day, one year having turned in a 
net of $104,000. It was exceeded in 
years of service only by the Keith 
Boston and Philadelphia houses. 


Anna Held had fled from Paris 
to Switzerland with her famous 
jewels when the Germans threat- 
ened to break into the French cap- 
ital. Now se was back and had 
turned her home, opposite the resi- 
dence of the president of France, 
into a war hospital. 


In America the state rights sys- 
tem of marketing pictures was still 
in a healthy condition and import- 
ant productions were being sold on 
the territorial basis. Newest major 
production to go into circulation 
by that method was the Frohman 
Amusement Co.’s picturization of 
George Ade’s story, “Just Out of 
College,” a best seller. 


Mid-summer news being dull, 
Anthony Comstock, New York’s 
guardian of morals and things, 
crashed the front page with the 
threat of proceeding against several 
summer revues and also waging a 
war against the city’s dance halls. 


Proposal was made to use Conan 
Doyle’s story, “vrigadier Gerard,” 
a picture with Lewis Waller and 
Madge Titheradge as leads. The 
English players were about to make 
an American legit tour. 


Nellie Revell quit newspaper work 
which had engaged her for several 
years and took general charge of 
Orpheum Circuit publicity. 

Stage and screen were at grips. 
Moore and Littlefield were billed 
to headline at Keith’s Washington 
when a neighboring film house ex- 
ploited one of their recent pictures. 
The act was promptly cancelled at 
the vaudeville house. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


Coney Island and the Rockaways 
were popular resorts, but Long 
Beach was just coming into sight 
as indicated by the completion of a 
hotel there. Long Beach was so 
little known that it had to be identi- 


fied as “just east of Far Rocka- 
Ways.” 
Bret Harte had produced his 


Play “Two Men of Sandy Bar” in 
London, but it was a failure. Now 
he was putting it out in book form. 
Later on Harte became enormously 
Popular in England and made his 
home there. 

Adelina Patti is reported to be 
“passionately fond” of the game of 
bezique described as a “happy-go- 
lucky adaptation of single-deck 
Pinochle.” 


One M. Delsarte in Paris had de- 
veloped an elaborate system of 
training actresses for poise and 
grace and his fame in America was 
vast. Clipper reports an incident: 
“Miss Maud Banks who contemplated 
the stage as a profession is to sail 
to Europe shortly with the intention 
of Studying under M. Delsarte in 
Paris. Her mother will accompany 
her, but her father, Gen. N. P. Banks, 
18 not interested in the Delsarte 
fystem which was not known 40 
years ago when he was an actor.” 
Shes Mastodons Minstrels sailed 
their — and the ceremonies of 
day taking lasted a night and 
farden near the New York 
into % = dock having been turned 

awn fete for the occasion. 


eh arles Frohman was treasurer of 
€ troupe, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Bootleg sound equipment is disappearing in France. Eradicating it 
entirely will be a long process, but signs point to its being confined to 
those small theatres which cannot afford real equipment, or where some 
local expert contrives to keep some makeshift contraption in working 
order. Owners of theatres now being built or under alteration are 
offered free supervision of the laying of the sound cables by Western 
Electric without any obligation to them to contract for the equipment. 
‘Theatre owners now realize that service is as important a factor as 
purchase price. All this -S sales, 

Though the sale of American equipment does not yet justify its local 
manufacture, there is no doubt the ground is now broken for it, and 
contracts obtained far more easily than when it was first introduced in 
France. 

Western Electric, now working on 43 new installations, closed eight 
more contracts the week ending July 19, one to replace a Gaumont 
equipment at the Royal, Biarritz. Same company is working on the 
recording equipment of the Braunberger and Richebe studios in Billan- 
court, just outside of Paris. One stage will be equipped Sept. 15 and 
the other about Oct. 15, the present RCA equipment being used on the 
latter until then. 


Par-Publix is considering a plan to install a double electric talker 
conduit in all theatres as a preventative against possible breaks in the 
electric current and the jamming of the talker equipment. One circuit 
to be used permanently and the other to be utilized as an emergency 
wire. Idea is new in pictures, 

What has caused P-P to think about such a plan was the recent 
jamming of equipment at the Rivoli, Broadway. Happened Tuesday (28) 
during the supper show. Wire that runs from booth to back stage and 
amplifiers snapped, causing sound to break off entirely. House was 
without talkers for about an hour and a half, during which ERPI ex- 
perts were summoned to fix the situation, no one at the theatre being 
able to discover the trouble. 

The break-off in current caused a refund to about 200 customers. 
Picture was “Manslaughter” (Par). About 600 customers figured to 
have been in house at the time. 


Lobby fortune tellers or mind readers are falling off. But a few are 
left. Most of those departed could not go straight. Didn’t resist the 
temptation for side money. 

These mental telepathists usually reach saps who want private read- 
ings. It’s understood when one of these turns is engaged they lay off 
that racket. But the dough is pretty soft. So they fall, hoping the 
house doesn’t get wise. 

Seeing the chumps in person or answering by mail means coin to 
the fakirs either way. It’s not enough to bunk ’em in the lobby or on 
the stage; they go after the yaps like any other fortune teller. And 
the house fires them. 

There’s a gyp Gypsy in one of the parks around New York with 107 
fortune-telling routines. Price is $1, $2 or $3. This bunko is a con- 
cession and takes them just the same, which explains the lobby thing. 


Mike Marco of Fanchon & Mareo is one of those few fellows in the 
show business with long memories. He has denoted that several times, 
especially of late since assuming charge of the general talent booking 
department for Fox Theatres. 

One of the biggers things in connection is Mike’s remembrance of the 
Southern Pacific in the days when F. & M. weren’t so healthy. In 1921 
Bert Adler, representing the firm, called at the SP offices in New York 
to arrange for F. & M. credit. It didn’t look so hot. The firm was 
young and unknown. Frank Pickering, the SP gen. asst. pass. agent 
at the time thought F. & M. would be all right and stuck to it. 

As F. & M. grew, SP remained its favorite road. Now railroading its 
people and property over the U. S. map, all of the F. & M. transporta- 
tion is cleared through SP. Last year that amounted to over $250,000. 


Universalites take the stand that reports of R-K-O acquiring their 
company through picture contracts or anything else constitute “the 
wildest kind of a dream.” The only relation with Radio, they maintain, 
is the booking of U pictures for one year—and no more. 

Phil Reisman. former Patheite, who succeeded Lou Metzger as gen- 
eral sales manager, just got the post because Uites who count have 
known for some time he is a good man, they state. 

The reports have further complicated things by having R-K-O take 
Reisman out of Pathe to represent them in the U works. Pathe, which 
has denied any hook-up with R-K-O other than the long-term produc- 
tion contract, joins with U in flattening this part of the report. 


A booklet in folder form containing the names, addresses and home 


telephone numbers of everyone in R-K-O, down from Hiram §. Brown, 
excepting clerks and stenos, has been compiled by that organization. 
A copy will be furnished all authorized persons in R-K-O, as well as 
division managers, house managers, district publicity men, ete. 
Opposite Mr. Brown’s name is the warning (on most urgent matter 
only), while generally it is warned that “this information is confidential 


and for use only when absolutely necessary.” 


All executives. operating, booking, publicity, music and radio, legal, 


transvortation, maintenance, film booking and other department heads 


and ~versonnel are listed. 


mechanical end of talker novelty evidenced in 
direct tip-off from company reports all over 
that of talker equipment has just 
about become a myth. The having become so 


familiar with the makeup of machinery that day by day the call for 


Wearing off of the 


many directions gets a 


the country to indicate servicing 


operators and exhibs 


official electric company servicing is diminishing. 

than three years ago, various 
purpose of making and 
Many of these are 


came in, a little more 


established for the 


Since talkers 


manufactories have been 


supplying the machines. 


various parts of talker 


now underselling the electrics and distributing to the exhibs parts es~# 
pecially manufactured for the electrics, 


An idea of the competition angle between the circuits and how the 
execs feel about it was demonstrated recently in New York. In cleaning 
house at one of the local theatres, a p. a. had garnered a bunch of old 
streamer pennants, Some had been used in connection with the showing 
of a name act. But the theatre’s name was not on the flags. A set of 
them such as is hung around a marquee is figured to cost about $300. 

The p. a., aiming to retrieve some of this dough, advised selling the 
old flags to the competition, which was then showing the act. He got 
stepped on plenty for the suggestion. 


Fox theatres and Fanchon and Marco units have been crashing Chi- 
cago newspaper pages heavily the last few weeks. It’s seen as the 
result of Harley L. Clarke’s influence in the Windy City, as the presi- 
dent of Fox has tremendous power through his utilities connections. 

Chicago “Tribune” recently carried on its front page a small item 
saying that Fox was going to spend all its exploitation money in news- 
papers. In all the years B. & K. has been spending that $300,000 an- 
nually with the “Trib” they never connected with a page one story of 
such obvious irtent in that paper. 


Replacing sirgle executives by two-man joint management seems 
to be Metro’s latest idea for the Continent. Following Laudy L. Law- 
rence’s return to America, continental distribution will be jointly man- 
aged by Arthur Fiedelbaum, Lawrence’s brother-in-law, and Allan 
Byre, formedly French chieftain. 

Jack Eledstein, former assistant to Allan Byre, and Alexander Stein, 
formerly with Universal, will jointly manage Metro’s distribution for 
France, Belgiun, Switzeriand and North Africa. 


State organizations of exhibs that try the big political boss stunt of 
openingly questioning candidates on their picture slant are doing a 
very wrong thing. Chiefly, Haysites say, because they are only mak- 
ing monkeys of themselves. 

Lobbying along the standardized quiet lines is presumed to be the 
eorrect procedure, although old producer hands won’t commit them- 
selves for the record on this. 

Anything, they agree, is better than open-air pre-election quizzing. 


Ronald Colman, who avoids newspaper reporters and sob sisters like 
poison, was cornered some weeks ago by the representative of a fan 
magazine, 

Proceeding to pump the English star to ascertain his preference in 
rfemininity, the reporter insisted upon knowing if Colman didn’t admire 
the eyes of Mary Pickford, the lips of Constance Bennett, the hair of 
Vilma Banky, etc. Not wishing to deny such charms, Colman admitted 
these points. 

Some time later he was horrified to read an elaborate interview about 
his “Dream Girl’ with Pickford eyes, Bennett lips, Banky hair, etc. 


Cincinnati is now rated on the inside as less affected by general busi- 
ness depression and theatre grosses than any city of its size in the 
country. 

The southern Ohio city has less employment than others with the 
same population and, with no overseating condition prevalent there, 
theatres are not as hard hit as in other spots, as, for instance, Detroit, 
much larger than Cincy. R-K-O, with Cincy sewed up through the 
Libson buy, was considering throwing vaude out of the Albee there 
for the summer, due to hot weather, but decided against it with business 
picking up. 


Albert Parker, who directed many silent features, recently returned 
to America after a year and a half abroad. Entirely new to dialog, he 
bas accepted a berth as short subject director at Paramount’s New 
York studio. 

Norman Taurog, who served an apprenticeship on shorts, has been 
given the responsibility of Paramount’s full-length feature, “Manhattan 
Mary,” starring Ed Wynn. 

A third former feature director taking the shorts’ route in the east 
is Howard Bretherton, recently with Warners. 


Casual ‘resume of some of the second generation film names is in- 
dicative of the new trend in film acting circles along with the past 
established grooming of the younger executives by their pioneering 
parent-founders of the film industry. Similarly, there are formidable 
acting names now prominent such as Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Francis 
X. Bushman, Jr., Carter de Haven, Jr., Harold Lockwood, Jr., Boyd Irwin, 
Jr., Claude Gillingwater, Jr., Mary Carr’s sons, Stephen and Tom Carr, 
among many others. 


Filmdom’s progress is marked in more ways than just at the box 
office and the electric factories. One of the oldest companies has de- 
It’s Fox. Eleva- 
tors in the 55th street annex (the new one) is the first conspicuous 
change Wall street has made since it retired William, himself, In the 
old days, last week, etc., even freight had to be pushed up a leng wind- 
ing ramp in the 10th avenue shade, 


cided not to walk upstairs anymore in the home office. 


Film first nights have become more important in London than legit. 
The clashing of two premicres in “With Byrd at the South Pole,” at 
the Carlton, and Universal’s “Phantom of the Opera,” at the Dominion, 
brought classy audiences to both places, with that at the Carlton the 
classiest. 

Credit of gathering the star audience is due toe Earle St. John, Parae- 
mount’s manager of the Carlton and Plaza. 


With the K-K-O Chi press department convinced the backstage and 
theme song talker is washed up, advertising copy on “Rain or Shine,” 
at the R-K-O Woods, carried big type notice that the picture is “packed 
with laughs, with no room for theme songs, dances or boop-boop-a- 
This notice was also to counteract the 


doop.” possible memory of the 


(Continued on page 58) 
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Soviet Show Biz 


By EUGENE LYONS 


Moscow, July 25. 

This is off-season in the Soviet 
capital, too, despite all talk about 
abolishing the seasonal system. 
Several of the theatres are func- 
tioning, notably the Moscow Art. 
A few of them have moved from 
_tneir regular quarters to the open- 
air or enclosed theatres in the huge 
Park of Rest and Culture here. But 
everything is quiet notwithstanding, 
Neither the legit groups nor the pic- 
ture outfits care to waste their per- 


fume upon the summer air and are 
holding their best offerings, if any, 
for the fall boom. 

The comparative inactivity has 
served to center attention on Uri 
Olesha’s play, “Three Fat Men,” and 
it deserves it, too. The Moscow Art 
-Theatre for many years performed 
Maeterlinck’s “Blue Bird” for Mus- 
covite children every Sunday after- 
noon. This children’s tidbit had be- 
come a kind of tradition, a per- 
-manent part of the theatrical land- 
scape here. And the audience was 
not limited to children by any 
means. 

Now Maeterlinck has been super- 
seded by a Soviet writer, Olesha, a 
gifted young novelist and play- 
wright. His “Three Fat Men” will 
take the place of ‘Blue Bird” as a 
children’s offering. It is being 
shown several times a week to 
grown-ups who respond enthusi- 
astically. It is jammed full of color 
and exotic scenic effects, humor and 
overdrawn costumes; all the arsenal 
of futuristic effects has been 
emptied to make the play go, 


The Soviet Idea 


The three fat men are Capitalism, 
Religion and Capitalist Government 
and it goes without saying that they 
fare badly in the piece. They are 
the butts of practical jokes, ridicule 
and the villains of the piece gen- 
erally. The heroes are workers in 
a circus show who manage in va- 
rious ways to pull down the power 
of the three fat men. The plot is 
one of those complicated dream- 
-within-dream affairs, but doesn’t 
really count, because the effective- 
ness is in the detail rather than the 
structure as a whole. 

. One of the scenes for instance is 
the kitchen of the three fat gentle- 
men. The entire stage is filled by 
an enormous oven. Roasts so huge 
that they must be lowered by ma- 
chinery are being prepared. A 
birthday cake five feet in diameter 
is in the making. The exaggeration 
‘is delightful, and it serves the prin- 
cipal purpose of Soviet theatre, 
which is to mock the overfed rich. 

Another scene is the nursery room 
of the pampered child of the three 
fat men—the multiple paternity is 
left discreetly vague—with plenty 
of opportunity for grotesque and 
life-size toys, speaking dolls and 
the rest, 


In Paris 


Jean Leonard, Joe Leblang, Mr. 
and Mrs. Morton Downey (Barbara 
Bennett), Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
King, Dorothy Herzog, Harry Bern- 
stein, Clifton Webb, David Sarnoff, 
Major John Zanft, Fuster Keaton, 
Robert Benchley, Bert Brown, Clay- 
ton P. Sheehan, Wilton Silsby, Lou 
Wiswell, Zelda Sears, Carl Van 
Vechten. 


29 LEGITS DARK IN PARIS 


Paris, July 25. 


Legit houses dark for the sum- 
mer include Odeon, Gymnase, 
Chatelet, Theatre des Champs Ely- 
sees, Sarah Bernhardt, Marigny, 
Trianon Lyrique, Pigalle, Edouard 
VII, Bouffes Parisiens, Michodiere, 
Daunou, Madeleine, Nouveautes, 
Saint Georges, Avenue, Potiniere, 
Comedie des Champs Elysees, Arts, 
Atelier, Folies Wagram, Comedie 
Caumartin, Scala, Caricature, 
“Moulin de la Chanson, Michel, 


Oeuvre, Deux Anes, Cirque d'Hiver. 


Monner Banqueted 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 
Jose Monner, who has just been 
made sales manager in this ter- 
ritory for Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, 
was’ guest of honor at a banquet 
here given by the local exhibitors. 


Gaston Palmer, when playing LON- 
- DON, always stays at the 


Coventry Court Hotel 


Whitcomb Street, Leicester Square 
Phone Gerrard 7615 
Telegrams COVENCOURT, Westrand 
London 
Hot and cold running water and 

phone in every room. 
é. F. HOWLETT, Manager 


= 


Amer. Theme Song Helps 
Dutch Revue to Get Over 


The Hague, Aug. 5. 

New revue at the Scala here has 
“Sinin’ in the Rain” from Metro's 
“Hollywood Revue” as its big song 
hit, and figures largely in the show 
getting over. 

Biz considerably improved by the 
wet spell being on, helping pictures 
and theatres generally. 


PLAY’S REVIVAL HIT 
DUE TO TALKER 


Vienna, Aug. 5. 
The talking picture, so often ac- 
cused, especially here, of being the 
enemy of the stage, has just proved 
itself the friend and ally of the legit. 
“Hokus Pokus,” by Karl Goetz, 


on the German stage, lost its draw- 
ing power and was in the discard. 
Then it was taken up by Ufa and 
made into a talker. 

Director Bee of the Vienna 
Deutsches’ Volkstheater, moved by 
the success of the sound film, re- 
cently decided to revive the old 
stage piece itself, to run in competi- 
tion with the screen version which 
is now filling Vienna cinemas, 
Result immediately apparent. The 
picture version has served to adver- 
tise the stage production enormous- 
ly, and the Volkstheater is drawing 
a larger attendance than it has had 
in a long, long time, since the ad- 
vent of sound in fact. 


Jake Booked Her If She 
Lost Her Gold Tooth 


Paris, July 25. 
Princess Yo-Hay-Tong, authen- 
tic Javanese with papers and all to 
prove it, but minus a gold tooth, 
will dance on Broadway this fall. 
Reason for shedding the gold tooth 
is that Jake Shubert, who saw the 
Princess in the Apollo revue, 
thought that New Yorkers would 
like her better without it and booked 
her on condition that she would 
have it replaced by white enamel, 
at his expense, before she sailed. 
The’ Princess, with Kalil Ogli, a 
Finn, her dancing partner, sail about 
mid-August, booked through Gino 
Arbib- 


Great To-Do Over “Maya” 
Vulgarity, but Still N. G. 


Paris, July 25. 

“Maya,” the banned play, has 
been resumed to very small busi- 
ness at the Champs Elysees. 

Considerable to-do resulted when 
Rachel Behrendt, of the Odeon who 
starred in the show, refused to act 
any more, claiming she was falsely 


accused of adding to the play un- 
written line thus increasing its vul- 
garity. Her leading man, Alexis 
Nadzoff, former member of the 
Moscow Art Theatre and Hollywood 
film actor, also left. 

Mrs. Sybil Harris, who translated 
the play in English, and Gerard 
satbedat, the producer, insist the 
added lines had been spoken. 


“Blue Angel” Breaking 
“Gold Diggers’ ” Record 


London, Aug. 5. 
“Blue Angel,” Emil Jannings’ first 
talker (Ufa), distributed by British 
International, is making a new rec- 
ord for gross at the Regal. 


Week end takings are reliably re- 
ported to be greater than that 
grossed by the American-made 
“Gold Diggers” (WB), which held 
previous biggest record. 


“Viking” Opens Big in Paris 
Paris, Aug. 5. 
“The Viking’ (M-G-M) hung up 
a new record at the Olympia over 
the week-end, threatening weather 
discouraging holiday crowds from 


seeking the out-of-town resorts. 


after a long and successful career] 


Paris—Right Now 


By 0. M. Samuel 


Spending a perfectly lovely win- 
ter in Paris this summer. 


Radio between the acts in the 
foyers and lobbies of local oprys 
not a bad idea. 


Paris “Herald-Tribune” is using 
Cal Coolidge’s daily comment. 


*Variety” has been hitting the 
stands here seven days after pub- 
lication date. French dames who 
run the kiosks certainly giving the 
sheet a display break, 


Biz at the local legit houses not 
so hot. Folies Bergere is the only 
theatre selling out, 


“Maya” as shown here plenty 


vulgar. 


Pitiful looking indeed are the poor 
American boys and girls who at- 
tempt to “do” Europe at the price 
of those advertised tours. Most of 
them live four in a room without 
bath and appear to be half. starved. 


Chevalier in “The Big Pond” has 
broken all existing French picture 
house records at the Paramount, 


Revue at the Apollo very floppo 
at the gate. Theatre has a prettier 
interior than any legit house in 
New York and, incidentally, a slid- 
ing roof, 


And listen, girls, Paris has just 
decreed dresses will be longer still. 
Beige and brown are to be the pre- 
dominant colors. (The Pansy!) 


A Near-Star for 
Near-Necking 


(Continued from page 53) 
director. He opened the door, and 
a burly youth with more mugg than 
face confronted him. 

“Who are you?” asked the cast- 
ing director. 


‘I'm Joe,” said the ~outh. He 
pushed into the room. 
“That’s Joe,” said Mitzi. ‘Hello, 


Joe.” 
“Hello, Mitzi,” said Joe. “Are you 
finished ?” 
‘Wo.’ 
“Finished what?” asked the cast- 
ing director. 
“She said,” muttered Joe. “That 
you was gonna neck her and put 
her in movin’ pitchers. I come to 
take her home.” 
The casting director shrugged. 
“Take her home if you want to,” 
he said, tired like. 

Wouldn't Neck 
“Joe shook his head. “She said 
you ain’t finished neckin’ yet,” he 
said. He selected a soft chair and 
seated himself. “I'll wait,” he said. 
“Go ahead and neck.” 
“I’m not going to neck,” said the 
casting director. “I—I have an ap- 
pointment.” 
“My uncle Henry,” said Joe, “has 
high blood pressure. He can’t neck 
neither.” 
guess be goin’,” said Mitzi. 
“Are you,” asked Joe, “gonna put 
her in movin’ pitchers anyway? I’m 
a prizefighter.” 
“Joe’s a prizefighter,” said Mitzi 
“A prizefighter,” mused the cast- 
ing director. “Sure, he said. ‘Drop 
around tomorrow.” 
Mitzi took Joe’s arm and walked 
into the hall. 
“Goodbye,” she said. “I had a good 
time, I did.” 
“Thanks,” said the casting direc- 
tor. 
“For what?” asked Joe. 
“Hee, hee!” giggled Mitzi “Joe’s 
funny, ain’t he?” Joe isn’t his real 
name, though. His real name is—” 
“Joseph,” interpolated the casting 
director. “Goodbye.” The door 
closed. 
“Somebody must have told him,” 
said Mitzi. 
“Yeah,” said Joe. 


German Stars’ Swiss Tour 

Zurich, Aug. 5. 
German picture actors, Werner 
Fuetterer and Greta Berndt, are 
now touring Switzerland, making 
personal appearances with their 
starring picture, “Rheinlandmaedel” 
(Rhineland Girl). 


Wm. Maxwell Out 


London, Aug. 5. 
After three months in the posi- 
tion, William Maxwell has resigned 
from the publicity desk with Pro- 
ducers’ Distributing Company. 


Latter is a Pathe outlet. 


assets claimed to be $4. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 57) 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 6) 


Columbias, two Sono-Arts and five 
from British and Dominions, the 
Wilcox company. Latter are Lons- 
dale’s “On Approval,” same author's 
“Canaries Sometimes Sing,‘* Tom 
Walls-Ralph Lynn farce “Plunder,” 
Leslie Henson's “Warm Corner” and 
Ernie Lotinga’s “Josser, P.C.,” 
screen title “The Police Force.” 
Latter is a vaude sketch played as 
part of Lotinga’s vaude rep. 


Wright’s Own News 
E. J. Wright production manager 
of Fox Movietone News, who 
started in originally here with Tru- 
man Talley, resigned this week and 
says he’s starting a sound-news 
reel of his own. 


Folks Around. 


Cedric Belfrage, formerly fan 
writer in L. A., back home on a 
year’s contract as Sam Goldwyn’s 
personal rep. Got Sam a good 
break for “Raffles” and plenty to 
Straighten out the jam Sam got 
himself into last fall talking too 
much in London. : 

Writer of this department pre- 
sented with a gold watch this 25th 
by C. E. A. (exhibs’ national body) 
on quitting chair of its weekly 
“Cine Times” to take over as head 
plugger for Radio Pictures. 

Buster Keaton and Marion Davies 
around town. Complaining it‘s cold, 
Bunch two weeks ago were squawk- 
ing weather here was hotter’n back 
home, 


Finance 

London Pavilion pays 5%, same 
as last year. 
Blunt & McCormack, formed to 
exploit a daylight screen, have a 
receiver in for the debenture hold- 
ers. 

Piccadilly Theatre Co. has a re- 
ceiver appointed by court order. 
Stanley Byres, theatre owner 
operating Invicta, Chatham, went 
down the bankruptcy slide, with 


English Boycott on 
Paramount Declared 
After Graham’s Talk 


London, Aug. 5, 

What amounts to a general book. 
ing strike, with an official boycott 
on against Paramount, broke out 
here in a batt.e that is raging be. 
tween the exhibs and the film ex. 
changes, or renters, as latter are 
known here. Argument came about 
through guarantees and disc or 
score charges. 

Inside is that the association's 
council visited the various ex. 
changes and found that most were 
agreeable to-no guarantees, except 
where the theatres or halls were 
equipped with poor talker appara- 
tus. Exhibs have therefore ac. 
cordingly canceled their recent de- 
cision on that phase, and the strike 
came officially on. 

Upshot of the whole affair arose 
when John Cecil Graham, Par- 
amount European chief, character. 
ized the exhibs aS a lot of shysters, 
He asked if the council were armed 
with boycott threats and, if they 
were, he stated, he wouldn’t have 
anything to say. 

But if the -exhibs wanted to 
fight, according to Graham, okay, 
but Paramount would then build 
theatres in competition. He inti- 
mated that Par had made the ex- 
hibs wealthy and that Par would 
run its own biz.without interference, 
Graham’s stand resulted in the 
recommendation: of the General 
Council to declare a boycott against 
Paramount. 


Dymow’s New Play 
Zurich, Aug. 5. 
Ossip Dymow’'s new play, 
“Shadows Over Harlem,” opens 
shortly here at the Stuttgart Na- 


tional theatre. 


vious season. 


that it always distained gefore. 


classroom instruction work. 
admitted. 


in trailers on “Divorcee” in spite of 


With trans-continental passenger 


of Fox, 


culation of 1,000. 


of. other useful departments are in 
house organ. 


and half-way in the camera when 
discovery. 


Mirror,” latter’s fan magazine sold 
will be 50-50, with both supplying 
Retail price of the mag is 16c. 


on the front page. 


to endorse a brand of cigarets. 


sticks than any other distributor. 


Radio Pictures is said to hol@ a larger number of accounts ir 


five-week flop of the stage production at the Grand, Chicago, the pre- 


Western Electric is counting upon centers of learning as one of the 
biggest future medias for its talking equipment. 
angle is forcing W E into production activity on its own, something 


At the same time this 


So far Western has produced 11 educationals, each having to do with 
A lot more are on the schedule, it is 


In spite of all warnings from the Hays office that such a term as ex- 
wife is out in any form of advertising, Publix-B. & K. in Chicago con- 
tinue to make use of the work wherever available. 


They used the word 
the Hays orders. At present, with 


Norma Shearer’s new flicker, “Let Us Be Gay,” they are billing it asa 
“romance of an ex-wife and an ex- 


husband.” 


air service having celebrated its 


first birthday in July, a check-up shows a number of picture people 
among the pioneer fiyers making the round trip east and west. 

Records show Lionel Barrymore as ranking No. 1, with Ina Claire 
and John Gilbert among the first 10. 


No. 22 on the list is Vic Shapiro 


“The Last Word,” Fox eastern and midwestern theatre house organ 
which Gabe York, publicity director, is getting out, already has a cir- 


Corrective methods, advertising ideas, helpful house hints and a score 


the “Word,” making it a practical 


Par and Warners of late seem to be at constant loggerheads over 
trifles, while on the big things they agree and agree. 
about the burlesque on the newsreel. 


This time it’s 
Par claims it had that idea first 
Warners flared it as “their own 


Fox Theatres Corp., eastern unit of the theatre holdings of Fox Film, 
has made a deal with Fox West Coast Theatres to come in on “Screen 


to patrons of its houses. Divvy 
material for copy and advertisin&. 


Major coast studio negotiating with a well-known writer for a story 
at $10,000, offered to pay with a note, due in 90 days. 
to the terms if his bank would discount the note. 

The bank refused to take the studio’s paper. 


Writer agreed 


Associated Press wire on Fox Theatres’ intention to confine all ad- 
vertising to newspapers got a great play from every daily. 
west hardly a daily failed to use the story. 


In the mid- 
Cht “Tribune” spotted it 


Harold Lloyd was offered a guarantee of $200,000 worth of advertising 
Believing that his chief boosters are 
kids, he refused to endorse rather than be painted by reformers 4S a 
“horrible example” to the youngsters. 


Western Electric has issued a regular recording license to the second 
producing company in France using the American system. The firms 
name is Braunberger Richebe Corp. 


1 the 


These small towns were buyers ® 


Radio’s predecessor, FBO, and the connection has continued. 
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FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 


Two London Shows Doing $20,000 
And Two $15,000 Each, Weekly: 
West Ends Dark; Biz Better 


London, ae. 5. 
yest End houses closec 
othe box office, the remainder are 
to ing well considering the genera! 
ae depression existing here. 
Estimates for Last Week ES 
Aldwych—“A Night Like This. 
Around $9,000. Steady profit. 
Ambassadors—"Man in 
jon.” Running smoothly to $6,5 ). 
Comedy—"“The Silent Witness. 
Never big, but small net at $4,500. 
Criterion—“Nine Till Six.” Long 
run and still doing well, though 


Never sensation but still getting 
$15,000. With salary cut all around 
amounting to one-third, not losing 
ng. 
York’s—“The Way to 
Treat a Woman.” Started off with 
handicap of low priced seats un- 
salable. This was due to star, 
Marion Lorne, had played for years 
to a clientele accustomed to high 
scale. Sale of lesser locations built 
up by clever exploitation methods 
and show now profitable at $9,000. 
Gaiety—"‘The Lover Race. Over 
$15,000 to good profit. 5 
Garrick—“‘Almost a Honeymoon. 
Around $5,500, bulk of income rep- 
resenting cheaper seats, practical 
capacity. Largely attributed to dar- 
ing posters’ used. 
Haymarket—“First Mrs. Fraser. 
Now sagging after long run to $9,- 
000. Talk of Henry Ainley produc- 
ing “Henry V” at house, Report 
Marie Tempest taking holiday 
pretty sure to bring sharp drop. < 
Hippodrome—“Sons Guns. 
Second act revamped and made 
British with takings jumping from 
$15,000 to $21,000. Show looks set 
for run. 
His Majesty’s—‘Bitter Sweet. 
Long run piece getting remark- 
able publicity through enormous 
queues (lines) for cheap _ seats. 
Musical romance passed its first 
year and still doing $20,000. 
Little Theatre—Mary Newcomb 
in “Jealousy,” not losing at $2,500. 


Pavilion—Cochran’s' revue still 
capacity, around $20,000. 
Lyceum—“Traffic” doing usual 


Lyceum big business for about six 
weeks at popular prices. For this 
period it should get around $11,000, 
after which expected to run until 
autumn with gradually diminishing 


grosses. 
New Theatre—“Desire” never 
clicked. Hugh Wakefield replaced 


Owen Nares starting yesterday (4) 
under four-week guarantee, by 
which time London run _ probably 
will be near end. 

Playhouse —“‘ Cynara,” drawing 
around $9,000 despite indifferent no- 


tices. Strength attributed to stars, 
Gladys Cooper and Gerald Du 
Maurier. 


Royalty—Revival of 
“The Beaux’ 
about $4,000. 

St. James—“The Swan” started 

exceptionally well, then sagved bit, 
but still running steadily at around 
$11,500. 
__ St. Martin’s—“Petticoat Influence” 
Started with library deal of $2,000 
&@ week for four weeks. Renewed 
and show doing $9,000 a week. 

Savoy—“Command to Love.” With 
cast taking cut and Ronald Squire 
withdrawing, would suggest piece 
is soon to withdraw. Nevertheless 
etill going along at $8,500. 

Wyndham’s—“On the Spot.” Ca- 
pacity or close to it as rule, with 
occasional patchy_ business. Be- 
Run in- 


play, 
Stratagem,” getting 


definite. 


Jane Aubert Sails if— 


Paris, Aug. 5. 

Jane Aubert has booked passage 
for New York for tomorrow (6) on 
the “Paris,” but her sailing is con- 
ditional. 

She will make the trip if she re- 
ceives a cable from Connelly and 
Swanstrom confirming her engage- 
ment for one of their new musicals. 

Sailing is also contingent on the 
et of her husband, Col. Nelson 
podem who, under French law, has 
Pi ority to restrict her stage work, 
Without whose consent she 

d not secure a legal passport. 
ee before the scion of the Chi 

“ “packing family kept her in 
G Paha, forcing cancellation of a 

eneva engagement. 


Cartoonist as Act 


Ba London, Aug. 5. 
the cartoonist and creator 
€ character of Ginger Meggs 


f 
a McLewer 8, opens at the Palla- 
Monday (11), 


vw 


$40,000 LOSS 


Swiss Backer Goes for That With 
Floppo French Revue 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
The Swiss backer of the floppo 
“Millairdaire Revue” at the Apollo 
went for a $40,000 loss. Show folded 
Saturday after terrible business. 
This was the show wherein Jack 
Forester (American) co-starred 
with Damia, French’ chanteuse. 
Forester was the third angle in the 
tragic Edmonde Guy-Ernest Van 
Deuren triangle. 


NET, $2,500,000 
DIV. CUT 


London, Aug. 5. 

British International will declare 
an 8% dividend on its common stock 
and the same rate on the common 
stock of Associated British Cine- 
mas, the announcement being due 
toward the end of this month. 

The dividend rate is a reduction 
of 2% on British International com- 
pared to a year ago, while Asso- 
ciated rate remains unchanged. 

Total net of the companies con- 
trolled by British International will 
reach nearly $2,500,000, with British 
International. making $850,000, and 
the theatre company showing $1,- 
400,000. 


Caudsmiths Playing 
Off 18-Yr.-Old English 
Contract for 8 Weeks 


London, Aug. 5. 

Charlie King opened yesterday 
(4) at the Palladium, walking on 
to a reception, After doing six 
numbers as done by him in musical 
talking pictures, he begged off with 
a speech. 

At the Coliseum the Gaudsmith 
Bros. proved ideal fare for the holi- 
day crowd, The brothers are here 
on an old contract, signed 18 years 
ago, and are playing eight weeks to 
clean up a 24-week obligation. They 
are doubling at the Savoy cabaret 
for a fortnight, starting Sept. 15. 


TWO OUT OF THREE 


American and French Operetta Oke; 
Viennese Revue N.S.G. 


Amsterdam, Aug. 5. 

A modern American operetta and 
an old French operetta both opened 
well here and were acclaimed in 
the public prints, but the press vir- 
tually wrecked the slim chances of 
the Viennese revue, “Drei Prinzen 
um ein Lady” (Three Princes and 
One Lady) which opened at the 
Rikehoppertheatre, a 600-seat house. 

The American musical, “Desert 
Song,” at the Grand, an 800-seat 
house, opened brilliantly under Di- 
rector Mullens’ sponsorship. It was 
well applauded. 

The old French operetta, “Noces 
d’Olivette” (Birth of Olivette), was 
done by Bouwmeester’s troupe at 
the 2,000-seat Carre. Press and 
public good. 


Storms Ruined Resorts 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
French north coast resorts 
(Deauville, Le Touquet, et al.) have 
been disastrously affected by the 
heavy storms. 
It has killed all 
trade. 
Rain and storms locally also. 


seaside resort 


Marmont’s Appearance 
London, Aug. 5. 

Percy Marmont made a stage ap- 
pearance last night (4) in “The 
Scorpion” at King’s theatre, Ham- 
mersmith, suburban house. 

Piece starts off as a crook melo- 
drama and then develops into a 
wild farce. 


20,000 HEAR OUTDOOR 
GRAND OPERA IN ITALY 


Milan, Aug. 5. 

The prodigious scale of produc- 
tion Saturday night in the Roman 
Arena of Verona, Italy, before an 
audience of 20,000 didn’t strike the 
fans wild despite the large scale of 
grand opera staging. ‘Boris’ was 
the opera, done in typical Russian 
manner, under a perfect starlit sky. 


Feature of the mammoth produc- 
tion was the bodily shifting of 
scenes, mechanically from left to 
right, with extreme ease, utilizing 
a hugh stage measuring 100 yards 
by 60 and 60 yards. 


A chorus of 300 was almost liter- 
ally lost between two cathedral in- 
teriors of Kremlin. Orchestra num- 
bered 140. Ezio Pinza sang the 
title role. New acoustical system 
was excellent. 

The many Americans in attend- 
ance were among the most enthusi- 
astic. 


Rome, Aug. 5. 

Ancient Roman amphitheatre or 
arena at Verona is one of the 
largest and best preserved in the 
world, 

Maestro Guiesspe Del Compo con- 
ducted “Boris Doudonoff.” 

The Russian scenic director Alex- 
ander Sanine impressed also. 


McINTOSH ALLEGES W-T 
VAUDE IS INSOLVENT 


Sydney, Aug. 5. 

Rickards’ Tivoli Theatres, the 
enterprise headed by Hugh MclIn- 
tosh in his return to Australian 
showdom, has made the allegation 
that William-Tait Vaudeville, Ltd., 
is insolvent “and has asked the 
courts to order a compulsory wind- 
ing up of its affairs. » 

The company is contesting the ac- 
tion, stating to the court that the 
shareholders already have decided 
upon a voluntary stoppage of opera- 
tions, 

._The company named is distinct 
from Williamson-Tait’s enterprises 
in the legit, the latter not being 
concerned in the proceedings. 


THE ANNUAL SALZBURG 
FESTIVAL DRAWS BIG 


Vienna, Aug. 5. 

Annual musical festival at Salz- 
burg opened Friday (1) with the 
traditional performance of “Jeder- 
mann” (Every Man). All efforts of 
the modernists to carry through a 
change of program and procure per- 
formances of modern musical and 
theatrical works at the Festival 
proved impenetrable, 

For this 10th anniversary of the 
Festival series at Salzburg, the 
town is unusually crowded, particu- 
larly with Americans, probably 
benefiting by the coincidence of the 
Oberammergau and Bayreuth per- 
formances. There has been a great- 
er influx of Americans than ever 
before to see these secular and fes- 
tival productions by the central 
European musical and_ theatrical 
lights under the leadership of Prof. 
Max Reinhardt, 

Nothing new on the program of 
this year’s Festival’s gala produc- 
tions. It’s the usual routine with 
the Vienna State Opera; Philhar- 
monic orchestra, conducted by 
Clemens Krauss, director of the 
Vienna Opera; W. Somerset 
Maugham’s “Victoria,” done by 
Reinhardat’s players in the same fin- 
ished technique, and the model 
presentations patterned after old- 
time German classics. 

The directors of the Festival re- 
plied to all demands of the modern- 
ists for a change or modification by 
stating: “The baroque atmosphere 
of Salzburg must be maintained.” 

Reinhardt’s masterly mounting of 
“Jedermann” was performed before 
the venerable cathedral in true 
rococo spirit and made the deepest 
impression on the audience. 


London’s East Side Plays 


London, Aug. 5. 

The Pavilion, on the east side, 
opened a season of English plays 
dealing with Jewish life. 

Series of plays is presented by 
Lewis Mainwaring, West End actor, 
the first being Israel Zangwill’s 
“King of the Schnorrers.” It is un- 
derstood the venture has the back- 
ing of Louis Bernard Baron, head 
of Carreras, millionaire tobacco 
merchant. 


American Act Involved in French 
Test Case Over Bookings by Wire 


Father and Son 


Paris, July 24. 

J. J. Shubert and Jr., over 
here, were at the Hotel Clar- 
idge bar. Jr. suggested a 
champagne cocktail. 

Jake replied: 

“Sorry, but I haven't a rich 
father.” 


VAUDE GROSSES 
LONDON GOOD 


London, Aug. 5. 

West End vaude theatres did well 
over the last fortnight; greatly 
helped by bad weather. 

Condition of the climate has an 
important effect upon attendance. 

The Palladium seems to _ hold 
steady trade, apparently little in- 
fluenced by the weather. The Pal- 
ladium’s gross over the last two 
weeks averaged around $27,000 ina 
week of 14 shows. 

Coliseum did $17,000 a week with 
18 performances, 

Holborn Empire did $8,000 on 12. 

Victoria Palace did $10,300 on its 
opening week with the new vaude 
policy. Last week it slipped down 
to $8,000 for 12 shows. 


Princess in Cabaret 
Shew, Seemed to Have 
Missed Only Crutch 


London, Aug. 5. 

New cabaret attractions include 
the opening last night of Princess 
Rhoumaje at Grosvenor House. She 
did nicely in spit> of an injured foot 
and wrenched muscles in the back. 
Business here is excellent, at- 
tributed to presence of Amy John- 
son, the flier, just returned. 


Hal Kemp and _ orchestra are 
playing a return date at the Plaza 
this week. 

Mary Lee opened at the Cafe de 
Paris, after finishing a fortnight at 
Grosvenor House. 


Sayag Back as Mgr. 


Paris, Aug. 5. 

Edmund Sayag has again con- 
tracted, for a six-year term, as gen- 
eral manager of the Monte Carlo 
casino and supervisor of the resort’s 
amusements, 

Sayag stepped out of the berth for 
a time because of a _ political 
squabble during the recent local 
elections, when Marquet, mayor of 
Monte Carlo, attacked his personal 
enemy, Rene Leon, managing direc- 
tor of the resort, by declaring that 
all the city’s welfare was attribut- 
able to Sayag, and Leon contributed 
nothing to the prosperity of the 
community. 

Feeling belittled, Leon let Sayag 
out. Now the misunderstanding has 
been cleared up and Sayag is back. 


FRENCH OPERA IN HOLLAND 
The Hague, Aug. 5. 

As French opera has been very 
popular in Holland before the war, 
a new opera company has _ been 
formed to tour the Netherlands this 
coming season. 

Opera Francaise et Pays-Bas, as 
the new troupe is called, will be 
under management of Albert Carre 
and the musical conductorship of 
Archainbaud, both of the Paris 
Opera Comique, 


Jolson and Germany 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Jolson may be Eastbound again 
next week as there is still the 
chance that he goes to Germany. 
The proposed German film for Al, 


however, will not be a Teutonic 
version of “Sons ’o Guns” as at 
first intended. The script is for an 
original story calling for Jolson to 
perform in the tongue of the 
Fatherland. | 


Paris, Aug. 4. 

Important angle cropped up here 
this week which will have a far- 
reaching effect on future bookings 
by wire when the French courts 
adjudicate whether or not a book- 
ing by telegraph is binding. 

Hal Sherman, the American com- 
edian who scored sensationally here 
two seasons ago, is the central figure 
in a booking tiff with Duclos, the 
artistic director (booker) for An- 
dree, the gambling king at Deau- 
ville. 

Duclos repudiated a wire booking 
of Sherman which had been later 
confirmed verbally and by telephone 
although the mailing of a written 
contract was stalled. 

Duclos pleaded poverty, stating 
that the heavy flop of the Deauville 
season forced him to omit playing 
Sherman during the first week of 
August as planned. When Sherman 
went to Deauville to carry out his 
end of the contract, Dulcos stated 
that Sherman had no confirmation 
nor did Henry Carson, his agent. 

Attorneys Durant and Idzkowski 
consider Sherman’s wire booking 
binding. 


BULL TOSSER PLAYS 
NO FAVS IN THE RING 


Galveston, Aug. 5. 

One of the steady fighters in the 

ring against bull killers at Mon- 
terey, Mex., doesn’t care who's 
fighting him it seems, for yesterday 
(4) the bull tossed Celia Montval- 
van nine feet. 
_ That was the bull's last toss. The 
senorita is an actress, traveling 
with her troupe. A pianist of her 
company, sore at the bull for bump- 
ing the leading lady, slayed it im- 
mediately, following the long-dis- 
tance toss. 

The Montalvan git] was painfully 
but not seriously bruised. She was 
sore however. Despite her injucies 
and blinded by sand, the senorita 
’em to bring on another bull, 
“any bull,” she said, to do another 
battle, but the toreadors hanging 
around advised the girl one acci- 
dent daily plenty in Mexico, 


DUTCH SPOKE OF MARY’ 
CONT. CIRCUIT. STARTS 


Amsterdam, Aug. 5. 

Jules Marx, the Scala variety 
(Berlin) impresario, who is extend- 
ing his continental variety circuit, 
opened his season at the Arena, 
Rotterdam, a 1,500 seat house which 
he took over last winter. 

Inaugural bill was voted superb 
by press and public. 

Three-a-day policy. 


Cong. Bloom Says U. S. 
Ratifying Protection 


Paris, Aug. 5. 

Congressman Sol Bloom, who for 
years has fought for a simplified 
copyright system in the United 
States, is in Paris, sailing for home 
Aug. 16 on the “Leviathan.” 

He said he felt confident that the 
3erne Convention (which contem- 
plates a world agreement on protec- 
tion for the literary creator) will 
soon be ratified in Washington, 


Rep. Sol Bloom, before he went 
to Washington from New York, 
was for many years associated with 
show business. He has been an 
advocate of simplified copyright and 
has fought for American ratification 
of the world convention on the sub- 
ject during his stay in Congress. 

The Berne convention broadly 1s 
a system of -esting in the creator 
the same property rights he would 
enjoy from fee ownership of prop- 
erty, without respect to the ob- 
servance of the intricate proceed- 
ings now necessary to protect liter- 
ary material. 


Tailulah Starts in Gay 
London, Aug. 5. 


Tallulah Bankhead opened last 
night at the Royal Birmingham in 
“Let Us Be Gay.” 

Piece is destined for the Lyric, 

| London, starting Aug. 18, 
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Stage Hands—Legits Jockeying; 
Other Unions, Vaude, Films, Etc. 


Undaunted by the chaotic state 
of unemployment in ranks of the 
stagehands and other mechanical 
departments of the theatre, it is re- 
ported the stagehands’ union is cur- 
rently at work drafting a new ul- 
timatum calling for a wage increase 
and five-day week to be presented 
to the legit managers when the 
current agreement expires next 
Sept. 1. 

While union officials are keeping 
outsiders in the dark as to results 
of weekly confabs as well as its 
own membership, until the new 
demands shall have been drafted 
and ratified, the action has not as 
yet retarded production activities of 
producers which may or may not 
be indicative that the managers 
figure no trouble from the me- 
chanical branches of the theatre. 
Most of them seem certain that the 
current contract with the stage 
hands will be extended without 
change despite proposed tilt and 
shorter week. 

Veteran producers, although un- 
willing to be quoted in the matter, 
predict that the claims of the stage 
hands’ new ultimatum if handed 
down as planned will be shelved 
and everything settled amicably be- 
tween the union and producers, if 
for no other reason than for the 
salvation of both. They point out 
that with 1,900 stage hands with- 
out employment in New York city 
to say nothing of the unemploy- 
ment situation in other parts, that 
the union officials will eventually 
be convinced that an!increase for 
stage help at this time would be a 
back breaker for the producer and 
consequently hold production sched- 
ule down to a minimum which 
would do anything but alleviate the 
unemployment situation. 

Stragetic 

Most view the attempted tilt in 
salary and five-day week but a 
stragetic stand upon part of the 
union to abrogate any possible 
move from the Managers’ Protec- 
tive Association, to ask for reduced 
crews for the good of the legit. It 
is predicted that even if such a 
matter should be presented by the 
producing managers and theatre 
operators it would merely be done 
so as a checkmate to the union’s 
proposed demands before signing 
the new agreement, with a majority 
willing to lay odds that after some 
maneuvering the stage hands will 
renew the current contract, if only 
for a trial period. 

Neither the producing managers 
or delegates from the stagéehands’ 
union have communicated terms to 
each other or even discussed any 
proposed changes. The new con- 
tract of the stage hands is to be 
submitted in a couple of weeks. 

Single Set Shows 

With but 13 attractions current- 
ly Bway, seven are single set pro- 
ductions calling for minimum crews. 
Of the nine new productions now 
in rehearsal, a majority are also 
one-lungers, as the stage hands 
dub a one-set show. 


Vaude 

Attitude of several of the vaude 
circuits scrapping vaude over sum- 
mer rather than carry full crews 
during the bad business siege, is 
also seen as a strategic move upon 
these groups to arbitrate for small- 
er crews in the smaller houses so 
that vaude policies can be restored 
If not the houses may continue with 
film policies which have proven 
more or less profitable in summer 
and better in summer. 

Musicians which have _ suffered 
plenty through the invasion of 
sound pictures with many of the 
small houses tossing out pit men 
entirely to carry along with canned 
music and organist, are drafting 
ways and means to restore flesh 
musicians to their former spots, 
but have not gotten very far as 
yet. Stage bands with consider- 
ably less men than formerly used 
in pit have been the whip hand 
held by circuits and house owners, 
and with the musicians’ union with- 
eut a single avenue of redress 
when houses unwilling to meet what 
they term ridiculous demands, sub- 
stitute a stage band policy. 

Booth Operators 

Motion picture projectionists are 
utilizing the hot days in drafing 
plans to combat house owners’ de- 
mands for less operators required 
in booths, number increased since 
sound went in and with circuits and 
individuals aiming for a reduction 
of the current existing terms of 


Morley’s Play Bought 


Christopher Morley’s play, “Thun- 
der on the Left,” done recently by 
the University Players at Fal- 
mouth, Mass, was bought by the 
Shuberts on the strength of its 
showing there. 

Morley produced the play at Ho- 
boken some time ago with no takers. 
Since then it has been rewritten 
considerably. 

Shuberts have also taken over 
from A. H. Woods the Henri Bern- 
stein play, “Melo,” produced in 
France some years ago. 


ACTORS GIVE HAW-HAW 
TO ‘SAFE INVESTMENTS’ 


Mutiny of several members of 
the cast of “Safe Investments” 


which had been rehearsing at the 
President, New York, has caused 
suspension of rehearsals until the 
walkouts have been replaced. 

The dissatisfied group are said 
to have vamped after rehearsing 
two weeks when they were led to 
believe that George Leone, lessee of 
the President, was not involved and 
that another attraction “T2nd 
Street” was being rehearsed to re- 
open the President when ready. 

The walkouts say they were en- 
gaged by Mrs. Riddell, producing 
and also suspected as author, al- 
though author name is given as 
tilbert Riddell. All say they were 
engaged on a salary basis originally, 
but after rehearsing several days 
learned that no bond had been 
posted at Equity. Still they agreed 
to go along when Mrs. Riddell 
promised advances on salary as 
assurances of good faith. When 
these failed to materialize after 
two weeks the malcontents walked 
Monday. 

“72d Street,” due for the Presi- 
dent, is another commonwealther, 
being produced by Tom Johnston. 


Hoffenstem Couldn’t 
Catch Up with J. Harris 


William Morris agency has start- 


ed a play brvkerage branch. Among 
the first signed is Samuel Hoffen- 
stein for stage and screen writing. 

Hoffenstein thinks he has a $1,500 
claim against Jed Harris whom he’d 
never met before until Harris asked 
him to compile the Lytton Strachery 
books—“Henry the 8th,” “Elizabeth 
and Essex,” et al—into play form. 

Having a first act done, Hoffen- 
stein felt himself entitled to a 
$1,500 advance. When trying to get 
the elusive Harris on the ’phone, 
the latter made several dates and 
later stalled out of ’em for one or 
another reason, chiefly because of 
the heat. 

Hoffenstein finally told the bar- 
berless producer it might be a good 
idea for him (Harris) to send over 
a barometer so that Hoffenstein 
might better properly gauge the 
time to keep the appointment. Next 
thing he knew Harris had sailed 
for Europe. 

Morris office is writing Harris 
on Hoffenstein's behalf. 


Buchanan’s Contract 


If Jack Buchanan appears in New 
York this season it must be in “Mis- 
ter Cinders” for Dillingham. 

The understanding is that such 
a contract is held by the manager 
for the English juvenile. 


three men in a booth to one, with 
a possible compromise on two if 
the house owners give in. 

Under existing regulations small 
houses carry two shifts or three 
men to a shift, while the larger 
houses working a late hour grind 
policy carry double the number. 
Consequently the reduction though 
nominal to individual houses and 
small circuits would entail a sav- 
ing of many thousands of dgjlars 
to the larger circuits. The pro- 
jectionists are attempting to offset 
his but are at present standing pat 
until the other side casts the first 
stone. 


ck 


The Great Drought 


Farmers pray for relief, but we 
continue to buoy their spirits with 
entertainment and keep up the 
country’s morale with comedy 
Originators of “Tintype” Comedy 


(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Week Aug. 9, Hipp, Toronto 
R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


6 CHI STOCK MEN GIVE 
NO SIGN OF REOPENING 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

It looks like Chicago may be 
minus stocks this season, with no 
managers giving any indication of 
opening. If so, this will mark the 
first time Chi has been without some 
sort of resident troupe. Last year 
the town managed to open six. 

Harry Minturn has just returned 
to town after a vacation at Minoc- 
qua, and states he may reopen late. 
With Ambassador going garage, ac- 
cording to reports, Minturn may re- 
turn to his former “Loop” spot at 
the Central. 

Frank Gazzolo, one of the town’s 
most successful stock man, and who 
last season operated the Kedzie, is 
reported leaving show business. He 
did not renew his lease on the Ked- 
zie. 

Clyde Elliott has a lease on the 
Evanston, and has been running 
pictures until recently, when he 
took control of the Hunter Bros., 
endurance flyers. 

Earl Ross appears to be dividing 
his time between his dramatic 
school and an occasional rep com- 
pany. His tent venture is being 
continued by a small affair in Ber- 
wyn, westside suburb. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 


George Sharp’s stock company 
will tenant the Shubert-Pitt again, 
opening Labor Day. 

Sharp has been a permanent fix- 
ture at the Pitt for three years, but 
there had been talk of disagree- 
ment between Shuberts and pro- 
ducer over some difficulties last 
season. Apparently matters were 
ironed out. 


? 


Resort Tryouts 
Providence, Aug. 5. 
Among legitimate attractions 
being offered at summer resort the- 
atres in New England theatres this 
week are as follows: 


Manhattan Repertory Theatre, 
Bristol, Conn.—“The Farmer's 
Wife,” with Daisy Atherton and 


Carl Benton Reid. 

The Wharf Players, Province- 
town; Mass.—‘Mrs, Dewing’s Di- 
vorce,” with Brandon Tynan, 

The Cape Theatre, Dennis, Cape 
Cod, Mass.—‘*Mary Rose,” with 
Edith Barrett and Henry Hull. 

Newport, R. IL, Casino—‘The 
Perfect Alibi,’’ with Sanchia Rob- 
ertson, Ernest Cossart and Eugene 
Powers. 

Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass.—“The Mask and the Face,” 
with Aline McMahon, Hugh Buck- 
ler and Richard Hale, 

Lakewood Players, 
Me.—“Let Us Be Gay.” 


Skowhegan, 


Zieggy on Way East 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Ziegfeld and family, and Will 
Rogers, left for the east last night. 
They are stopping en route for 
a day or two of fishing, after which 
the producer escorts his family to 
his Canadian lodge and then goes 
direct to New York, getting there 


in eight or nine days. 


Bainbridge’s “Oldest Stock 
To Go Sound Unless Supported 


Linder’s Deuble Flop 


Jack Linder has_ relinquished 
lease on the Folies Bergere, Long 
Beach, L. L, with house going dark 
this week. 

The house, formerly the Al Fresco 
was taken cver by Linder in June 
for a series 0” summer musicals as 
the renamec Folies Bergere. It 
opened with a revue “Paris to Long 
Beach.” It folded in Asbury Park, 
N. J., Iast week. 


HOWARDS REPLACE 
LAHR IN NEW SHOW 


Aarons & Freedley’s substitute 
stars for the musical intended for 


Bert Lahr are Willie and Eugene 
Howard. Lahr having won the in- 
junction suit started by A. & F., 
stays with George White in a new 
musical the latter intends to star 
him in. 

Aarons & Freedley anticipated an 
adverse decision despite their al- 
legations for contractual priority by 
having agents scout about on their 
behalf for substitute comedians 
with Ted Healy and Ken Murray in 
mind. Both were too preoccupied 
in pictures to be interested. Lahr 
was to have gone with A. & F. at 
$1,750 a week. 

Justice Collins’ lengthy opinion in 
denying the injunction against Lahr 
and White dwelt on DeSylva, Brown 
and Henderson supposedly being 
Lahr’s authors and also the alleged 
inequity of the A. & F.-Lahr con- 
tract which did not guarantee Lahr 
anything excepting his salary “when 
working,” but with no other definite 
consideration. 


Shuberts’ 2d Rep Season 
Opens in Chicago Oct. 6 


Chicage, Aug. 5. 

Shuberts’ Dramatic League of 
Chicago, directed by Frederick 
Donaghey, opens its second season 
Oct. 6. Six subscription plays, four 
weeks each. 

First is Attila Von Orback’s “The 
King’s 40 Horsepower Motor,” 
adapted for U. S. use under the title 
“The Girl in the News.” Miriam 
Hopkins probably will get the lead. 

Second show will be “Death 
Takes a Holiday,” originally pro- 
duced for the Dramatic League for 
last year, but never brought in. 
Phillip Merrivale will be in it. 


“WHO CARES?” FOLDS 


Revue at Chanin Ends in Four 
Weeks, Reported in Red 


“Who Cares,” semi co-op revue, 
folded after four weeks at Chanin’s 
46th Street, New York, reported in 
the red. 

The revue was projected by a 
group of members from the Lambs 
Club, with male members gambling 
services, but with chorus on salary 
and guaranteed at Equity. 

The show, despite general good 
notices all around, had hovered 
around at a $6,000 weekly gait, with 
house, musicians, stagehands and 
advertising using up whole gross. 


“Sons o’ Guns” Quitting 


“Sons o’ Guns,” Swanstrom-Con- 
nolly musical, which has been oper- 
ating on a week to week basis since 
posting provisional notice, will def- 
initely fold at the Imperial, New 
York, August 16. 


The musical will have rounded out 
38 weeks, playing to good grosses 
until walloped by the heat. Com- 
pany will layoff two weeks before 
embarking upon road tour with 
Swanstrom & Connolly’s new oper- 
etta “Princess Charming” figured as 
next. attraction for the Imperial, 
opening next month, 


2-a-Wk. in Joisey 
Howard Hall, from stock, is of- 
fering tab stock in conjunction with 
vaude shows at Keith’s Capitol, 
Union City, N. J. 


Hall is doing two a week. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5, 
If Minneapolis theatregoers do not 
respond in paying numbers prompt. 
ly to his dramatic stock which 
starts Aug. 31 at the Shubert, it 


will be abandoned without delay. 
the local public has been informed 
by “Buzz” Bainbridge, who has 
operatee the Shubert stock for 
nearly 20 years. 

“Unless patronave immediately 
reveals that the Minneapolis public 
still wants a legitimate theatre to 
such an extert that operations can 
be carried on profitably, I will quit 
after a few weeks’ tryout and go 
in exclusively for talking pictures,” 
Bainbridge announces. 

Business at the Shubert went 
along at a satisfactory pace until 
the latter part of last season when 
even such an outstanding hit as 
“Journey’s End” lost money, al- 
though set in ahead of the picture, 

An appeal for support of the 
Shubert is now being made through 
the Civic and Commerce associa- 
tion and to local civic organiza- 
tions and clubs. 

In data furnished to the associa- 
tion Bainbridge claims that the 
Bainbridge Players are now the 
stock company with the longest 
record of continuous operction in 
the United States. 

He also asserts that he has de- 
veloped 71 new actors, has produced 
seven plays never seen before on 
any stage, 22 plays for the first time 
in stock and has brought numerous 
prominent stage players to the Shu- 
bert as guest stars. The average 
cost of maintaining the theatre dur- 
ing the past 20 years, he states, 
has been $14,986 a month. 


St. Paul, Aug. 5. 

Charlie Lindholm, stock company 
character man, took a 30-day option 
on Shubert, now loop grind film 
house, and will try to sell 2,500 10- 
ticket coupon books in try to put 
over a stock company for dozen 
shows this season. 


NO COMMONWEALTH 
FOR ‘GHOST HOUSE’ 


“Ghost House’ was withdrawn 
from rehearsal last week, when the 
cast refused to waive a bond and 
go commonwealth, The people were 
propositioned by Thomas Ward, au- 
thor, who recalled the manuscript 
from Donnelly and Adams, original 
producers when latter did not meet 
the author’s advance royalty terms. 

The cast had been willing to gam- 
ble their services without bond with 
the original producers, but turned 
down Ward, who met them at the 
rehearsal hall. 

Donnelly stated Ward had agreed 
to waive the usual advance royal- 
ties and knew they were ftoating on 
limited capital, but changed his 
mind after seeing the piece in re- 
hearsal. 

Ward denied having entered into 
such an arrangement, claiming he 
had been continually stalled by the 
producers. 


Shuberts’ Pinch Hit Mgr. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Donn Wermuth, formerly press 
agent for Alvin and Pitt, has been 
named temporary manager for those 
two houses until the Shuberts per- 
manently fill the place made vacant 
by the recent death of John B. Rey- 
nolds. 

After leaving here a year 38% 
Wermuth went with Schwab & 
Mandéel, serving as manager of the 
Chicago company of “Follow Thru 
last season. 


Lawyer’s Lone Try 

“Bridge of Sighs,” by Charles 

Sherman, is being readied by Le 
Friedman, 

Producer is an attorney occasion 
ally dabbling in legit productions as 
silent partner of Michael Kallesser- 

The forthcoming is his first single 
handed attempt at producing. 


Secretary’s Musical Book 
Dillard Long, C. B. Dillinghams 
secretary, has written ‘The Roy 
Blues,” with score by Louis Alter 
Sam H. Harris said to be inter- 
Marx 
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VARIETY 


Shoestringers Cant Cast Plays; 
Actors Off Unbonded Shows 


At this time of the theatrical sea- 
gon, the shoestring producers meet 


their Waterloo. 
Actors never really have wanted 
without a salary bond, Now 
Agile going to. They have 
inwardly yearned to shut out the 
ghoestringers. With many better 
uctions and rumors of more in 
sight, the actors have the oppor- 
tunity to treat the shoestrings as 
prefer. 

zr Os oneself up in rehearsals 
of a second rate production, pre- 
yenting time to look for a good job 
jg the last thing the actors want to 
do now. Asa result there are sev- 
eral shoestring shows trying to get 
started, without any luck. A cast 
cannot be gotten together. The sit- 
vation for them is so bad a few 
actors who have been persuaded to 
join up with shoestringers are run- 
ning about trying to talk their actor 
prethren into helping them out by 
coming into the productions. “Come 
take a chance with us,” they say, 
“we will rehearse in the night time, 
and you can look around for some- 

thing during the day.” 

Near- Stars 


About the only actors anxious to 
stay with a shoestring show are 
those near-stars who have been 
promised a percentage of the gross 
in the hope the rest of the cast can 
be gotton without bond. 

Endeavors and worries of the 
shoestrings are almost ludicrous, 
Those in the know are predicting 
that the whole lists of announced 
plays sent out by certain producers 
of this type, will, under present 
conditions, forever remain mere an- 
nouncements. 


AFRAID OF MAE’S “SEX” 


AND SMALL SALARY 


“Frisco Kate,” starring Mae West, 
which the Shuberts are sending to 


Chicago, is Mae’s former “Sex” 
show. 

Actors who have read the parts 
insist it is the same. Several are 
chary of accepting a role in the 
show for this reason, along with 
the small salaries. 


Warners May Take Lyric 
For Stage Musical 


Warner Bros. have an option on 
the Lyric, New York, for the hous- 
ing of a new musical that will be 
produced bmy E. Ray Goetz, under 
present plans. Warners will under- 
write the production, with Goetz in 
on a reported 50% basis. 

The Connolly & Swanstrom mu- 
sical for WB, “Princess Charming,” 
is not going into the Hollywood, ac- 
cording to present plans, with the 
show scheduled for the Imperial. 
That might be changed, according 
to a Warner source, but in such an 
event would follow “Moby Dick” at 
the Hollywood rather than upset its 
opening Aug. 14, 


Woods Recalls Brent 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
George Brent, stage acter brought 
here by Fox on a six months con- 
tract, will return east Sept. 1. Be- 
fore coming west, Brent signed a 
three year contract with A. H. 
Woods which begins in Sept. 
A ina Some time the studio has 
it en trying to get Woods to re- 
Nquish his claim on the actor, but 
the legit producer is holding out. 


Joseph, Modiste, Quitting 


_ William Klein, as attorney for 
joe the West 57th street mo- 
is notifying outstanding bill- 
i ers that the fashion house is 
quidating its affairs. 
wo liquidating trustees have 
nN appointed. 


Miss Gurney Sticks 


endcetla Gurney sticks with Alex- 
Tales.” ftwich’s revue “Tattle 

_ has been having its troubles 
era] ston and gave notice to sev- 
ney including Miss Gur- 


Shuberts Book Only 


Shuberts, who are backing Lew 
Leslie’s new “Blackbirds” for a con- 
sideration of booking it, without 


getting any “piece” thereof, will 
also receive Leslie’s flop “Interna- 
tional Revue” on a 50-50 basis, it is 
said. 

Latter figures in the “Blackbirds” 
financing arrangements. Shuberts 
will recast but retain production, 
skits, songs, etc. 


OPEN “SUNDAY” REAL 
PURPOSE OF LEAGUE? 


Summer tranquility obtained more 
or less for the second week of oper- 
ation of the League of New York 


Theatres. Broker members met 
Saturday, discussing a better split 


on locations but adjourned without 
accomplishing anything. They are 
to meet again this week. 

The outside insurgent group of 
brokers gained a point in having 
the attorney general appoint As- 
sistant Attorney General Conklin 
to preside at a series of public 
hearings concerning the protests of 
the “outlaws” in having been 
frozen out of membership in the 
league. No date has been set for 
the hearings, but they may begin 
next week, according to Bernard 
Sandler, attorney for the _ indie 
brokers. The indies have not suf- 
fered much so far and been getting 
tickets through employment of line 
men and women, but they want a 
shov, down before the new season 
gets under way. 

Membership of David Belasco and 
the Chanins, who swung into the 
league last week, was ratified at 
the regular weekly meeting of the 
league Monday. Ludwig Vroom 
was appointel publicity director 
after the session, 

Shumlin’s Tickets 


George White, producer of “Flying 
High,’ and Herman Shumlin, pro- 
ducer of “The Last Mile,” remain 
adamant holdouts and satisfied. The 
league’s sup} osed Shubert whip to 
bring Shumlin around has failed to 
materialize and as far as could 
be learned have not attempted to 
influence the producer despite his 
attraction being in the Harris, Shu- 
bert controlled house. While the 
house staff has refused to do busi- 
ness with the indies, Shumlin is 
giving the outside group a: much 
as they will buy handling the dis- 
tribution personally from his office. 

Brokers in and out of the league 
are convinced thac the ticket regu- 
lation is but a minor purpose of 
the league especially through the 
activeness of Equity President 
Frank Gillmore in swinging David 
Belasco and the Chanins into the 
league. Brokers figure that the 
managers did not flock into the 
league like sheep for nothing with 
it an open secret that the league 
may renew activities in establish- 
ing legality of Sunday perform- 
ances of legit in New York and 
with Gillmore in accord to the for- 
mation of the league and its opera- 
tions figured to help from the 
Equity side when the matter of 
€unday shows comes up. Gillmore 
and Equity have previously vigor- 
ously protested against Suncay per- 
formances and have opposed any 
legislation that might have made 
them possible. 

Aside frcm numerous petty 
squabbles the regulation of ticket 
sales at uniform advance of T5c. 
has worked out well for the two 
weeks of operation. The test may 
come when the new season gets 
under way with most of those con- 
templating plenty of mix-ups, but 
saying nothing now in dull summer 
in order to give the new scheme a 
fair chance. 


‘Sisters’ for B’way Oct. 1 


Chicagu, Aug. 5. 

“Sisters of the Chorus” will close 
here Sept. 1 and open in New York 
around Oct. 1 after two weeks in 
Detroit and stands at Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh. 

Play will move from the Apollo 
for which 
in. 


“Young Sinners,” 


comes | 


While appearing at Cincinnati in 
“New Moon” William Smith Gol- 
denburg said: “Roscoe Ails is no 
novice in the art of making folks 
laugh. His manner is so original, 
his style is so strictly his own, all 
he has to do is flick an eyebrow 
and the house comes down. His 
eccentric dancing is a joy and a 
revelation.” Vacation at Artists’ 
Isle, Indian Lake, Ohio. 


ROSCOE AILS 


Direction LOUIS SHURR 


TABS FOR STOCK PLAYS 
AS FINAL RECOURSE 


With decrease of stock companies 
this season and few spots for stock 
releases, play brokers are conferring 
with authors and products on the 
idea of going after tab business to 
counterbalance loss of revenue. 


Brokers are suggesting that all 
bills held on their lists be revised 
by original authors into tab ver- 
sions, running from 60 to 90 minutes. 
According to the brokers there are 
more than 100 small tab outfits op- 
erating. 

With dramatic stock flush the 
brokers never bothered about the 
tabs, figuring them unable to pay 
the necessary price and also shut- 
ting out the tabs as protection for 
the regular stock. 


Consequently the tabs had to nav- 
igate with shoddy bills of ancient 
vintage, with exception of occa- 
sional new pot-boilers ground out 
by directors. 


Two B’way Reopenings 
Delayed; One May Tour 


Shuberts have postponed reopen- 
ing of two holdover atrtactions, 
“Topaze” and “Young Sinners,” 
both set for new start this week 
(Aug. 4). 

Reopening of “Topaze,” set for 
the Barrymore, has been set back 
until Aug. 18 with reopening of 
“Young Sinners” indefinitely post- 
poned and probably going to Chi- 
cage instead of reopening at a New 
York house, 


“Miss Gulliver” Again 
“Miss Gulliver’s Travels,” re- 
vamped since tryout last spring, is 
being recast by George Ford. 
Goes into rehearsal next week. 


Extensive Line-ups 


by Legit 


Booking Offices for the Road 
Beyond Anything of Past 5 Yrs. 


Kendler’s ‘Angel’ Piece 


Julius Kendler, the Broadway 
barrister, is now an impresario-ho- 
ho, having acquired a one-third 
piece of “Technique,” by Lester Cole. 
Murray Phillips, producer, broke it in 
at Great Neck, L, I, Saturday with 
Lou Tellegen starred. Play opens 
tomorrow (7) at the Studebaker, 
Chicago. 

Phillips and Tellegen own the 
other two-thirds. 


FRISCO LEGIT OFFERS 
MINIATURE GOLF FREE 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Taking advantage of the minia- 
ture golf course craze (there are 70 
odd outfits getting under way), Sid 
Goldtree is installing one in the up- 
stairs portion of his Green Street 
theatre. 

The course is large enough to ac- 
commodate a dozen couples and will 
be available gratis to patrons of the 
house. 

Due to the recent ruling of the 
municipal authorities putting the 
Green Street Theatre in the Class 
C section of theatres, Goldtree is 
only permitted to operate three days 
in succession. This has necessita- 
ted his closing down every fourth 
night. He is fighting the ruling on 
appeal, but the case has not yet 
come to trial. 


RAZZING THE VILLAGE 
IN COMIC OPERA 


“The Deserted Village,” comic 
opera travesty on Greenwich Vil- 
lage as iz, is being readied to suc- 
Greenwich Village, in three weeks. 
The current revue will embark on a 
road tour of one-nighters in the 
resort towns of the east. 

“Deserted Village” was produced 
three years ago at the Triangle as 
a legit comic opera, but the latest 
edition is hoked up to razz the Vil- 
lage. 

Kathleen Kirkwood, director of 
the Triangle, has authored the 
jazzed-up version. It will go into 
rehearsal as soon as cast has been 
completed. 


The W. K. Revision 


“Maybe She Will,” musical, pro- 
duced by El-Bert Productions, Inc., 
folded last week after three weeks 
out. 

It is going for the well-known 


script revision and recasting. 


Producers Own Casters Slipping 
The Works to Casters in General 


Direct casting, more prevalent this 
summer among producers readying 
new attractions, may narrow the list 
of casting agents in operation 
through elimination. 

Of the 25 Equity licensed casting 
agents operating in New York, few 
have been given a tumble by the 
producers thus far lining up casts 
for forthcoming productions. An- 
swer is that many will be compelled 
to fold through lack of business. 

Veteran producers agree that they 
have been fed up on the casting 
agent nuisance and find it more 
convenient to install their own cas- 
ter to deal direct with those wanted 
for new shows. Practically every 
established producer will have his 
own casting department when the 
new season ushers in, with the ma- 
jority of outside agencies left flat, 
with exception of the handful that 
have legit “names” tied up on spe- 
cial contracts. 

Most of those installed in casting 


agencies. They know the racket as 


jobs in producers’ offices have been | 
to the Harris, Aug. 17, to make way | former employees of outside casting | 


ployer. Through a flat salary basis 
with the producing firm, they can 
be counted upon to give diligent 
service that is not generally forth- 
coming from outside agents, with a 
few exceptions. 

Killed It 

Legit casting agents, not unlike 
the indie bookers in the vaude field, 
have but themselves and method of 
operation to blame for the decadence 
of what was once a profitable busi- 
ness. With business flourishing 
most of the agencies becoming in- 
toxicated with success, and grew 
careless, slipping up on_ service 
either to the performers or pro- 
ducers. 

When once established they fig- 
ured their racket would ‘ake care 
of itself, but it didn’t. Instead of 
filling orders from producers with 
accustomed and necessary care, they 
merely serviced groups of wanted 
types on their books and let them 
fight it out among themselves. Their 
only concern was the weekly com- 
mission. Too much time interview- 
ing and disrupting rehearsals caused 
the producers to start their own 


}well if not better than their em- | casting agents. 


Despite the threat of poor con- 
ditions, about 12 of the major road 
stands will be well supplied with 
shows next season, 

Erlanger and Shubert offices have 
already laid out their seasons with 
considerably more definite stuff 
listed now than at any time during 
the past five years. Week-stand 
houses booked by both offices have 
recently announced their schedules 
for the coming vear, 

On the Erlanger side, which has 
had a hard time recently to keep 
its houses filled, there are at the 
moment 30 weeks laid out for the 
week stand places, such as Newark, 
Baltimore, Washington, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, St. Louis, Cincinnati, ete. 
In contrast to the short seasons 
which some of these houses have 
had in recent years, the increase 
indicates an effort on the part of 
the legit offices to see if road busi- 
ness can be brought back by steady 
bookings. 


Erlanger Bookings 


Attractions listed by Erlanger in- 
clude seven companies from the 
Theatre Guild, which will have two 
companies of “Interlude” touring 
for the third year, five other com- 
panies including “Apple Cart,” “A 
Month in the Country,” “Garrick 
Gaieties,” “Elizabeth the Queen” 
and another play not yet selected, 
Shows for George Arliss, Otis Skin- 
ner (who will be under George Ty- 
ler’s management), and Lenore Ul- 
ric. Mrs. Fiske will tour in a rep 
which will include “Becky Sharp” 
and three other plays, probably 
spending two weeks in the week- 
stand places; Frank Craven in a 
new show; George M. Cohan will 
tour in a rep including “The Tav- 
ern,” “Gambling” and “The Song 
and Dance Man”; Maude Adams 
will make her return engagement in 
a play by John Colton; “Green Pas- 
tures” is to be booked over Erlanger 
time when it tours; ditto “Strictly 
Dishonorable,” which will have 
three companies out this year; 
David Belasco’s “It’s a Wise Child” 
is now on the coast and will play 
the full season on tour; “Subway 
Express,” melodrama in which the 
Erlanger office was interested last 
season, tours; Dillingham’s “Ca- 
naries Sometimes Sing” by Lons- 
dale will also tour when it is 
through with New York; also from 
Dillingham will be a play from’Eng- 
land, “Suspense”; Ziegfeld is send- 
ing Ed Wynn on tour and Arthur 
Hammerstein is sending “Sweet 
Adeline” out with Helen Morgan, 
Charles Butterworth, Irene Frank- 
lin and others of the New York 
company; Joe Cook’s “Fine and 
Dandy” is figured for four weeks 
in Boston before New York and 
a tour later; Fred Stone may tour 
in “Ripples”; “About Town,” the 
intimate revue which Max Gordon 
is producing with Erlanger money, 
also tours later. 

In addition to this, the Erlanger 
office has two booking deals pend- 
ing which they believe will insure 
a 35-week road season for their 
houses, 


Shubert Promises. 


Shubert offices promise a lot. Of 
their own musicals on tour, they 
will have “Artists and Models,” 
“Three Little Girls,” “Hello Paris” 
(Chic Sale), plus three dramas of 
last season, ““Topaze,” “Death Takes 
a Holiday” and “Young Sinners.” 

For the new season they say they 
will produce about a dozen or more 
dramas, mostly done under the 
names. of their out-of-town sub- 
scription groups, Dramatic League 
in Chicago and the Professional 
Players in Philadelphia. 

Although the Shubert subscrip- 
tion organizations lost considerably 
last year, they’re going ahead and 
have organized a new group in Bos- 
ton, also called the Professional 
Players. There have been enrolled 
about 1,500 subscribers to the The- 
atre Guild’s 7,000 in the same city. 
The Shuberts undercutting the 
Guild on prices with their subscrip- 
tion outfits, asking $2 top for seats 
on the subscription plan. 

These dramas of the Shuberts’ 
own production, plus musicals, etc., 
and bookings from managers allied 
with them, will give the Shuberts 
more shows to handle next season 
than they've had in some years if 


everything works out as expected, 
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THE MAN SAUL 


(Pasadena Community Playhouse) 
Pasadena, Aug. 1. 


Drama in three acts by Sidney Robert 
Buchman, staged for the first time by the 


Pasadena Community Playhouse Ass'n. for 
one week only. Paul Muni starred Co- 
directed by Gilmor Brown and Arthur 
Lubin. Sets by Corliss McGee. 

Marvin, James Eagles 
Molly Holland...........-..Marion Clayton 
Doctor Camp.........- Alexander Lockwood 


Eugene Jacques Vanaire 


An Attendant Fred Moore 
Sau. Holland. Paul Muni 
.Mike Donlin 
DOR. Ben Hall 
Paul Maxey 
Mr. Thomas Henry 
First. Robert Grilflin 
Second Questioner.......-. Onslow Stevenson 
Another ..Louis Hall 
Sténographer. Harry Mines 
Me... Wilkes. Samuel S. Hinds 


An idea with a different twist 
that went over big with the more 
or less intelligentsia opening night 
audience, but which for Broadway, 
New York, where it’s going, doesn’t 
look so forte. 

That from the box office angle. 
For the lovers of high-browish dra- 
matics, those with a yen for so- 
called -psychological plays, this 
might be great. But it’s dubious 
whether there are enough of this 
class in New York or in any other 
hiz city to support this piece. Paul 
Muni, going east with the produc- 
tion as its star, creates a majestic 
role, full of far-sweeping, emotional 
acting. On the screen he’s.done but 
two pictures, “The Valiant” and 
“Seven Faces,” both for Fox. Muni 
as a stage draw in the east must 
limit himself, for the greater part 
anyway, to the Jewish population. 
And of these the percentage who go 
for heavy, soulful drama is small. 
Muni, as Muni Weisenfreund, was 
for about 16 years on the Yiddish 
stage. While without question an 
excellent actor, with a tremendous 
Vitality, his leading. part, in “The 
Man Saul” brings out the energetic 
emotion ‘known and understood on 
the Yiddish stage, but overreaching 
the boundaries of the English. 

The author is described as a 
young unknown, who, it is reportel, 
will have no less than three of his 
brain-children- produced in New 
York next .season, including this 
one. The other two have not been 
heard of as yet. In “The Man Saul” 


Every golfer should carry 


COMPLETE 
GOLFERS 
INSURANCE 


Particularly as the cost is so 
little 


$10 A YEAR 
for “World-Wide” coverage 


Take the Worry Out of 
the Game 


Write or phone for particulars 


JOHN J. KEMP 


Specialist in all lines of 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave. New York City 
Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 


Service from Coast to Coast 


Buchman sounds a promising note, 
but as yet still a prophecy rather 
than a fulfillment. The story 1s 
based on the struggle between body 
and soul and woven around two 
brothers. One of the brothers is 
ziven a soul without a body and 
the other vice versa. Behind the 
author’s elemental idea can _ be 
found the allegorical answer. But 
it's a pretty heavy piece of busi- 
ness and difficult for average con- 
sumption to distinguish and under- 
stand the abstract from the con- 
crete, which is about the essence of 
the play. 
Saul," by profession a safe-blower, 
is the man of brain and brawn, but 
no soul, His puny-bodied brother, 
on the verge of death, believes him- 
self the possessor of his brother's 
soul and sets out to give it back to 
him. There is a slightly stirring 
love interest with Saul’s wife in 
the middle. The soulful brother 
econtrives with her, and between 
them the spiritual experiment is 
solved. Saul commits a murder 
while on a job and his brother takes 
the blame as the final test. As he 
goes to the chair, an unearthly 
looking figure with a transcendental 
smile on his face, Saul yields to the 
other’s soul and it takes possession 
of him. - ‘ 
Muni is unswerving and at all 
times convincing. His big scene is 
in the last five minutes of the play, 
where he writhes in the terrific 
struggle with himself not to give 
in. While the main object of this 
premierre was a break-in for the 
east, yet the picture angles weren't 
overlcoked. There are several high 
spots purposely staged for the 
screen. Almost entirely so in the 
second act, where it’s a series of 
third degree’ blackouts. *Also~ the 
prison scenes in the last act. In all 
there are five actual sets. - 
The double direction of Brown 
and Lubin meant something. Both 
are capable, and in undertaking the 
job of staging this opus did well 
by it. The cast supporting Muni, 
with the exception of James Fugles, 
was not there. Eagles handed vuut 
a splendid interpretation of a diffi- 
cult characterization in the spiritual 
brother. 
There’s too much dialog in the 
first act, a lot of it which can be 
chopped advantageously. Particu- 
larly at the outset, where Eagles 
goes into a lerathy monolog about 
something or other that means 
little to the plot. That first act 
should be sped up by all means, 
with Muni’s entrance hastened. The 
other two acts can stand as is. But 
even after that its chances for 
dough in New York are dubious. 
“The Man Saul” is an idea well 
written, but even with a topnotch 
cast it lacks that certain something 
able to land it in the hit class. 
Span. 


AFTER TOMORROW 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 

Hugh Strange with the help of 
John Golden has devised a play 
about steadfast young love and old 
love among everyday people. Under 
that ever hopeful title of ‘After To- 
morrow,” they exhibited it for the 
first time last night at the Apollo. 

It is very much of the safe and 
sound stock of the theatre which 
has been tied up with John Golden's 
name; clean, pawky, unpretentious 
play. There are several amusing 
situations, a number of gripping 
ones, though a trifle tearful, some 
canniness, much kindliness and a 
plot simple enough to be easily fol- 
lowed. 

Simmered lown to outline “After 
Tomorrow” relates the story of a 
harrassed husband whose wife bolts 
with the boarder on the eve of her 
daughter’s wedding. The shock 


tumbles the old gent and the 


paralytic stroke that follows leaves 
the youthful couple’s wedding high 
and dry. 

All the money saved through 
years of ‘toil is swept by the illness 
of the father. The groom, too,: is 
handicapped by a weeping widowed 
mother, but the pair carry on, wait- 
ing for some “break.” It comes in 
the end when the boy’s mother re- 
marries and the girl’s dad, awaiting 
the return of his wife, learns that 
she intends to sail to another land 
with her lover, and dies. 

Only in this final curtain, by not 
bringing back the wayward woman, 
has Golden sheered from the fa- 
miliar stage story. 

Such a popular theme needs only 
the actors who know fat parts and 
ean set their teeth in them to pitch 
the humors high and tumble com- 
edy after tragedy.. First is Donald 
Meek, as the henpecked husband, 
who manages to be touching even 
in his most comical moments, and 
whose stricken man awakened sym- 
pathy and almiration. He is ably 
seconded by Penelope Hubbard and 
Ross Aliexander as the young lovers, 
acting brightly and with spontan- 
eity. 
There is a single setting for the 
three acts, a living room in a base- 
ment apartment on Washington 


Heights, New York. Weintraub. 


ELITCH’S STOCK 


(Denver) 
Denver, Aug. 2. 

Elitch’s stock is making history 
in Denver this summer. The oldest 
stock in America today—40th sea- 
son—and with the best company in 
years—the success is decided. 
Elitch’s first bill topped the big- 
gest week of last season. Night top, 
$1.25; matinee, 75c. 


Season opened June 14 with 
“Holiday.” Opposition was the Den- 
ham stock and numerous pictures, 
all located far more advantageously 
than’ Elitch’s, which is in Elitch 
amusement park on the edge of 
town. The Denham closed after 
Elitch’s had been going a week. 

The season Was to have been 11 
weeks. It will go 12. 


The poorest shows were “Salt 
Water” and “The “Perfect Alibi,” 
but the momentum of the other 
weeks carried them across. 

Arnold B. Gurtler, producer, suc- 
ceeded the late John M. Mulvihill 
as president of Elitch Gardens last 
winter. Going to New York to se- 
lect the cast he signed John Hay- 
den as director. 

The company chosen. were Donn 
Cook, Selena Royle, Nedda Harri- 
gan, Jane Wheatley, Joseph Crehan, 
Frank Hearn, Raymond Bramley, 
Carolyn Humphreys; J. Arthur 
Young, Frances Beranger, Duncan 
Penwarden, Alice McKenzie, Frank 


Verigun, James Fulton, Norman 
Pierce, George Ott, Muriel Weis- 
baum, Wesley Givens, L. J. Her- 


rick, with Frank McDonald, 
manager. 

G. Bradford Ashworth has been 
turning out some very fine scenery 
effects, often discarding original 
plans and creating his own. 

Allan C. Dalzell is doing the press 
agenting and is said to be pleased 
with the wow he turned out to be 
in his first year here. 

To Hayden, the. director, goes the 
lion’s share of the success of the 
theatre. Plays are staged with as 
great care as if on Broadway. Hay- 
den has been signed for next sum- 
mer. 


stage 


BROADWAY. REVIEW 
LADIES: ALL 


Shubert production,. starring Walter 
Woolf and Violet Heming in. Elmer Harris’ 


American version of Prince Bibesco'’s new 
comedy in three acts (one set), directed by 


Marcel Varne (setting by Rollo Wayne) 
at the Morosco, New York, July 28. 

NANCY os Vilet Heming 
BOD Walter Woolf 
00 Preston Foster 
James ..... William David 


To the Shuberts falls the honor, 
if honor it is, of presenting the first 
comedy hit of the new _ season. 
Opening July 28, which is close 
enough to Aug. 1, from whence may 
be denoted the induction of the 
new season, this spicy comedy from 
a continental source merits this du- 
bious distinction. 

“Ladies All” is one of those too 
frankly risque comedies which par- 
adoxically enough can stand anal- 
ysis despite it never quite ringing 
true. Its people are hopelessly un- 
real, hardly to be encountered 
either in the smart retreats of 
Westport, Conn., or whatever was 
the original locale of Prince Bibes- 
co’s comedy—somewheres on the 
Riviera, no doubt, yet like most un- 
real people, they're highly interest- 
ing, and that’s most important to a 
play. 

Walter Woolf is cast as a frankly 
“make” guy. Violet Heming is a 
divorcee twice over, with a now 
calloused mental attitude toward 
the male, which mental superior- 
ity, so Woolf alleges, is what in- 
trigues. him. 

May Collins is a sort of dumbbell 
wife. Germaine Giroux is a French 
maid with s. a. The remaining 
two members of the cast are the 
dumbbell wife’s husband and the 
French maid’s chauffeur-lover. 

A mysterious nocturnal visit to 
Woolf's bedroom by some myster- 
iously alluring femme-de-nuit Is 
the spicy situation. He suspects all 
three women of the household, i. e., 
his hostess, the dumbbell wife and 
the s..a. maid. Each denies vehem- 
ently. In the end each admits with 
equal conviction. 

Woolf's desire to ascertain his de- 
lightful companion of the night, 
whom, he says, he is anxious to 
make his permanent life’s mate, is 
finally satisfied. Meantime, as the 
saucy tempo of it all indicates, 
there is much risque palaver, dar- 
ing, bright, snappy, nifty—and box 
office. 

Casting is one of those well-bal- 
anced propositions which grow and 
grow on the auditor, lending ever- 
new conviction to a sextet of basic- 
ally _improbable people who, by 
their own deportment, make you 


believe unwillingly that ‘t 

The stars are excelle:t, n 
Woolf, who debuts in str. ight Go” 
edy after a career of operetta. He's 
a sturdy legit trouper, lending im. 
mediate conviction to his role as a 
gay Lothario. This is in contrast 
to Miss Heming’s assignment as an 
equally alluring femme, but whose 
part requires retrospective appreci. 
ation. Only in the last act, and 
this is quite plausibly incidental, 
Woolf does an innocuous waltz bal. : 
lad, simple enough to click as a hit 
on its own and serving to stop the 
show for him. Balance of the cast 
equally standard. 

Were it not a Shubert, the gen. 
eral aura of ‘Ladies All” reminds 
of a smart Belasco or Frohman 
(Gilbert Miller) adaptation from the 
Continental. Abel. 


Paris Chatter 


(Continued from page 52) 
Business Bureau from the purity 
angle. 

The Majestic, Berengaria, Levia« 
than, Bremen, Columbus and Cleve. 
land reached France on the same 
day resulting in Paris stations 
looking thoroughly Americanized for 
some time. 

Marcelle Parisys, French actress, 
and Mrs. Yves Mirande, wife of the 
French writer, who went M-G-M, 
back in Paris extolling America. 

Motor driver jailed for honking 
at midnight on a quiet street until 
everyone appeared at the windows, 
This to obey orders from a picture 
director who wanted a night scene, 

Wilson Silsby back from Holly- 
wood for two years in Europe. 


Carl Van Vechten and Fania 
Marinofft visiting with Eugene 
O'Neill. 


Martin Downey and Barbara Ben- 
nett going to Deauville after a short 
stay in Paris. He is slated for the 
Ambassadeurs here before he goes 
to pictures in London. 

Harry Bernstein, mistaken for his 
brother David, booked as_ vice- 
president of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
when sailing back on the Ile de 
France. 

Charles King in Paris thinking 
he is hiding successfully. 

One of the Hudson Wonders down 
with tonsilitis for a few days, The 
other sister carried on by herself 
at the Folies Bergere in the mean- 
time. 

Mistinguett to play Biarritz and 
Juan les Pins for a few perform- 
ances in September, plans to take 
with her both Earl Leslie and Ladd, 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 
JAMES F. GILLESPIE 


Personal Representative 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


Week Aug. 11, Loew’s Toronto 


Playbroker 


PLAYERS 


ELIZABETH BOYD 


MAX HART, INC., AND JOYCE-SELZNICK AGENCY 


Formerly with 


announces 


WRITERS 


JOSIE BROWN 


Opening of an Agency for the Transaction of Business Affairs of 
DIRECTORS 


In The Motion Picture Industry 


Phone GRAnite 8815 


Also the Placing of Artists in Musical Comedy, Dramatic Productions and Picture Theatre Presentations A 


at 
6305 YUCCA, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


BARNEY BROWN 7 
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Shows in N. Y. 


and Comment 


-guccessful, 
of loss. 
house capac! 


lay is also considered. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attraction® being } 
9 while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
ties with the varying overhead. 

‘th consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
wittusiness necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


fication of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 


Classi 
eer below. Key to classification: C (comedy)s 
M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Also the size of cast, 


Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Apron Strings,” 48th St. (35th 
week) (C-950-$3. Socked like 
others last week by continued 
heat. Good demand in cut rates 


and some profit; $4,000. 

“Dancing Partner,” Belasco (ist 
week) (C-1,050-$3.85). Opened 
last (Tuesday) night; first Be- 
lasco production of new season. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (31st 
week) (C-870-$3.85). Maintaining 
even break pace at around $5,000. 
May be succeeded by Brady’s new 
one, “Cafe,” in couple of weeks. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (23d week) 
(M-1,168-$5.50). Picked up last 
week despite drop of others; near- 
ly $30,000 and topper of musicals. 

“Garrick Gaieties,” Guild (10th 
week) (R-951-$3). Set to remain 

* in until mid-September, when 
Guild launches regular’ season. 
Holding up nicely at better than 
$11,000. ; 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (24th 
week) (D-1,050-$4.40). Drop of 
additional buy through jointng 
Ticket League may have been re- 

‘ sponsible for slight drop here; 
$22,000, plenty profitable. 

#“Journey’s End,” Henry Miller (C- 
946-$4.40) (second engagement). 
Reopened Monday. 

“Ladies All,” Morosco (2d week) 
(C-893-$3). First Shubert entrant 
of new season drew mixed no- 
tices; over $8,000; may pick up 
later. 

“Last Mile,” 
(D-1,051-$3). 


Harris (26th week) 
Producer’s blast 


}“Sons_ o’ 


against Ticket League 
some, with show 
than $7,000. 


“Lysistrata,” 44th St. (10th week) 
(C-1,323-$5.50). Noticeable drop 
in previous week’s taking. Still 
profitable at $20,000, although $5,- 
000 under week before. 


Guns,” Imperial (37th 
week) (M-1,466-$6.60). Dropped 
to $19,000 last week and due to 
fold next week; house probably 
dark until getting “Princess 
Charming” late in September. 

“Stepping Sisters,” Royale (16th 
week) (F-1,111-$3). Heavy dis- 
tribution of passes with 50c pp 
nick is keeping this weak sister 
going; last week over $4,000. Will 
_Stick until Aug. 25, when new 
“Little Show” supplants. 


“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (47th 
week) (C-830-$8.85). One of few 
picking up last week, with out-of- 
town trade helping to $16,000. 

“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (6th 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Impres- 
sion show much toned down since 
pinch not helping gate. Nor did 
publicity aid. Lown wo 928,000, 
barely the break figure. 


helped 
doing better 


“Sheep” at Selwyn, Chi. 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Selwyn will relight for the new 
season Aug. 30 with “Lost Sheep.” 
House now is Erlanger booked. 
Sister house, the Harris, operated 
by the Shuberts, not set, but may 
reopen with “The Last Mile.” 


‘Inside Stuft—Legit 


An actor family which worked in two or three Coast suburban stock 
spots last winter and called it,a season early in March is not letting show 


biz interfere with eating. 


Father and mother are working extra in picture. 


Of the three 


daughters, one has landed as a secretary and another is feeding hot 


dogs to motorists. 


The first season of using the directory form of advertising Broadway’s 
legit theatres, appears to have resulted satisfactorily, especially on the- 
atre end. The saving has averaged 1214% to each house or about $5,000 


per theatre on the basis of a 40-week season. 


The dailies have not ob- 


jected although the space used has been curtailed, the amusement 
columns grossing much more than any slack from the legits by the 


Picture advertising. 


The “Evening Journal” is the only paper that did not carry the di- 


rectory copy. 


of the houses dropped out. 


That paper has had but 50% of the legit attractions and 
theatres because of its high rate. 
established a 15-line minimum at $1.50 per line and has held to it. 


Several years ago the “Journal” 
Most 


Paul Frawley and Jack Rutherford, virtually roommates in a Holly- 
wood hotel through having separate suites on the same floor, are cur- 


rently laid up with similar injuries. 


Paul has a couple of cracked ribs 


but Jack topped him by breaking a pair. 
Rutherford drew his quota making a scene on “Half Shot at Sunrise” 
(Radio) when Bert Wheeler and Bobby Woolsey pushed him backward 


into a shell hole. 


Rutherford landed with his full weight on a rock. To 


top it off the car which was taking him to a hospital got into a smash 


up en route. 


Frawley was flung across deck and into a bench during a heavy sea 


while on his way to Catalina aboard George Olsen’s cruiser. 


The injury 


was so painful that the party had to put back for Wilmington despite 


being a third of the Wway over. 


After sitting for a physician’s “stills’ both lads are now completely 
Surrounded by adhesive tape but outside of plenty of groans, and con- 


soling one another, they are hobbling about. 


When Frawley showed up 


at the hotel with his lament Rutherford exclaimed “It’s a hell of a time 


to kid around, boy.” 


Seems to be a fad for producing shows without a name. So far Morris 
Jones and Louis Gensler have no definite monicker for their new show 


(Joe Cook). 
Without any set title. 

Irving Lande, who produced 
with no permanent title. 


E. K. Nadel has plans all set for a new “intimate revue” 


“Crook’s Convention,” has a new one 


That one guy’s nectar may be another’s bitters has been demon- 
strated again on the Coast. A tcam of legit comics after many years 
ad saved enough to do a little investing when demand for their work 


had ceased. 


One bought oil stock; the other decided to’ be the man behind the 


gun and bought oil wells. 


The man who bought the oil stock has realized almost $1,000,000 on 
a investments and has retired to an existence of moderate swank. 
he partner who decided to cinch his dough with oil wells has lost 


everything, including the wells. 


Associated Press dispatch a couple of weeks ago stated that on the 
night of July 16 there were only 26 plays and musical comedies in the 
*ntire country, with ten more shows, including five stocks, two musical 


tabs and one minstrel show. 


All Equity offices were ordered to check up on this count. The first 
© report were Frank Dare of Chicago and Frank Delmaine of Kansas 


City. 


Their rapid survey of only the K. C. and Chi territory showed 


& minimum of 121 tent shows in operation for the week ending July 19. 


These fig 
ork districts. 


ures do not include the San Francisco, Los Angeles and New 
The New York Equity office states that there were 44 


St-class stocks in operation for the week mentioned. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Luana” (Arthur Hammer- 
stein) Hammerstein. 

“Suspense” (C, B. Dilling- 
ham) Fulton. 

“72d Street” (Tom Johnson) 4 
President. 

“Release” (George M. 
Cohan) Liberty. 

‘“*Ninth Guest’’ (A. H. 
Woods) Eltinge. 

“Cafe” (Brady & Tuerk) 
Playhouse, 

“Little Show” (Brady & Wi- 
man) Forrest. 

“Torch Song” (Arthur Hop- 
kins) Plymouth. 

“Frisco Kate” 
Comedy. 

“Through the Night” (Pil- 
grim Productions) Bijou. 


(Shuberts) 


‘REBOUND’ AT $15,000 
HOTTER THAN HEAT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 


Despite local pride, it’s been as 
hot here as any place, so if legits 
continue to stay off, they can blame 
it on the weather for a change. 
“Rebound,” at the Belasco, is hot- 
ter than the weather at $15,000 for 
its 2d week. Sophisticated enter- 
tainment, it caught on and did ca- 
pacity business three performances 
during the week, 


At the Hollywood Playhouse, 
“Fata Morgana,” in its third week, 
got $6,100. At that it’s still away 
over the average for the house dur- 
ing the past year. Next week it 
moves to Frisco, leaving the house 
without an attraction in sight. 

“To the Ladies,” at the El Capi- 
tan let down to $4,000 and folded 
Sunday. Total for the three weeks 
around $14,000. “Tea for Three” 
opened Monday. 

Town’s lone musical, “Oh Judge” 
at the Vine Street, failed to create 
any interest and on une second week 
got $5,300, which is about the nut. 
Show is being re-cast in hope that 
new blood will pep it up. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Rebound” (Belasco, 2d week). 
Joy reigns at the b. o. with a $15,- 
000 take for the week. 

“To the Ladies” (El Capitan) (3d, 
last week). Folded at $4,000. “Tea 
for Three” opened Sunday. 

“Fata Morgana” (Hollywood 
Playhouse) (3d week). Better than 


average at $6,100. The town’s 
fooler. 

“Oh Judge” (Vine Street) (2d 
week). Little to rave over at $5,- 


300, just about the nut. 


Future Plays 


“Ne’er-Do-Wells,” by Joseph Lar- 
kin, will be given stock trial by the 
Leonia Players at Leonia Play- 
house, Leonia, N. J., Aug. 18. 

“The Black King,” by Donald 
Heyward, is now being cast and 
will reach production via a new 
producing group headed by the au- 
thor. It opens cold in New York 
Labor Day with theatre unsettled 
upon as yet. 

“Black King” is a dramatization 
of the life of Marcus Garvey and 
will employ a colored cast of 40 
players. 

“Ship Shapes,” the former “Cape 
Cod Follies,” which opens Aug. 25 
in Cape Cod, Mass., comes to Broad- 
way four weeks later. 

Corned Beef and Roses,” revue 
starring Fannie Brice, produced by 
Billy Rose, goes inte rehearsal next 
week, to open at Philadelphia 
Sept. 29. 

Cast includes Joseph Allen, Paula 
Trueman, Hal Thompson, Hannah 
Williams, Arthur Treacher, Eugene 
Von Grona, Shirley Richards, June 
McCloy, Pearl Twins, Roger Davis, 
Mimi Lehman, Roger Dodge, Karen 
and Sande, Sam Krevoff, Maria 
Mura and Bernie Fox. 

“Shoes” is next for Bernard Le- 
vey, set for rehearsal next week. 
Among those engaged are Beatrice 
Allen, Carroll Ventura and Frank 
Verdi. 

“Just a Second,” musical by Bert 
Kalmar and Harry Ruby, will 
reach production via Warners, first 
as a legit. 

“Cafe,” by Mayra Mannes, for 
William A. Brady, opens at Asbury 
Park, N. J., Aug. 11. Cast includes 
Georgia Caine, Rollo Peters, Philip 
Leigh, King Calder, Jean Shelby, 
Jeanette Delys, Edward La Roche 
and Glenn Coulter. 

Jacob Weiser is resuming legit 
producing after two years’ absence. 
Currently casting for “Cross Cur- 
rents,” by Carl Freybe and I. Kemp. 

“Garbage,” by Nathaniel Irish, is 
being given a stock trial this week 
by the stock at the Elberhoj, Milton, 


New York, 


Two in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
This is a one-show town no 
longer. “Love Technique,” new 
comedy by Lester Cole and with 
Lou Tellegen, is scheduled to opan 
at the Studebaker, Thursday (7), 
raising the total of legits to two. 
“Sisters of the Chorus,” alone 
for four weeks, had another steady 
seven days, its 12th week, doing 
over $10,000 and paying the Apollo’s 
rent. 
Shuberts are up in the air about 
their first openings. “Artists and 
Models,” it has been reported vari- 
ously, ready to open at the Majes- 
tic, Aug. 2, then 11, then 18, and at 
last reports still awaiting. The 
Mae West play, listed for the Gar- 
rick, also reported off for the time 
being. 
Playhouse will relight Aug. 24, 
with “The House of Fear.” 


a 


L. A. Theatre’s Schedule 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Baltimore theatre is slated for ac- 
tivity Aug. 25 after being in dark- 
ness almost two months, “Candle- 
light” is scheduled to open at this 
date for two weeks run. Katherine 
Cornell follows Sept. 8 in “Dishon- 
ored Lady” for an indefinite period. 

Griffith’s “Birth of a Natien,” 
with a prolog staged by Lon Murray, 
is set to open Oct. 12, 


VARIETY BILLS 


(Continued from page 49) 


Walter Powell ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Electric Duo Fox (8) 
V Herbert 4 ee 
SAN ambert 
California (10-13) | Se¥mour & Corncod 


Dorothy Neville 
Walter Bradbury 
UTICA, N. Y¥. 
Avon (9) 
‘‘Miniature”’ 
Singer’s Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
WASHIN’TON, D.C, 


“Green Devil’ 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles & Kover 
Bobby Gilbert 
Rita Lane 

Harvey Karels 


SALEM, OREGON 


Elsinore (9-10) Fox (8) 


Royal Samoans 

La Petit Marie 

Oscar. Taylor 

WOR’STER, MASS. 
Palace (9-13) 

“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 

Internat Comedians 

Frank Evers, Greta 

Jeanne Alexandrea 

George Prize 

Jack Viaskin 

Ruth Leavitt 

YAKIMA, WASH. 
Capitol (9-10) 

“Romance” 

Castieton & Mack 

Jerome Mann 

Robert Cloy 

Mary Price 

3 Bricktops 

M Bissett Dancers 


PROVINCIAL 


Milee Sis 

Rognan & Trigger 
Mabel & Marcia 
Johnny Dunn 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
5th Ave. (7) 


“Seeing Double” 

Stroud Twins 

Elca Twins 

Miller, Clute, Falla, 
Nolay, Holly, 
Maltby, St Johns 
& Parker Twins 

SPRIN’F’LD, MAS’, 

Palace (9) 

“Changes” 

Baker & Hadley 

Walzer & Dyer 

Muriel Gardner 


BIRMINGHAM LEEDS 
Empire Empire 
Karno's Krazy K’s “Alive & Kicking” 

Bissi & Remo Closea Royal 
Eddie Mayo & G’ng 

16 Drury L Babes 
The Silyer Singers Empire 


Laidler’s ‘‘Reply” 


C 2 G 
laude Gardner MANCHESTER 


The Zanfrellas 
Grand 
Company as booked 


Palace 
Gracie Fields 


Archie Pitt 
Royal Tommy Fields 
“Let Us Be Gay” Auntie 
/ > Henderson & Lum 
Fred Culpitt 


Laurel Bros 
Murray’s Club Girle 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 


“Desert Song” 


Opera House 
“Rev de la Folie P” 


BRADFORD “Making Whoopie” 
Alhambra NEWPORT 
“Pontoon” wi Empire 
“What Price Navy” 
NOTTINGHAM 
House Jack Built “Paris & Piccadil’ ” 
EDINBURGH Royal 
Empire “Open Your Eyes” 
De Groot PORTSMOUTH 


Balliol & Merton Royal 
Jackson Owen Deuville Stock Co 


Neil McKay SHEFFIELD 
Billy Lancet & Co Empire 
GLASGOW Company as booked 
Empire SOUTHSEA 
Chefal’s Show si 
Silver ings 
SOUTHAMPTON 
BM Sh Empire 
ersons Snow The Squall’ 
HULL SWANSEA 
Palace Empire 


“Revue Shop’ “Making Good” 


LONDON 
Week of August 4 


FINSBURY PARK 


STRATFORD 
Empire 
George Robey Empire 
Jones & Thomas “Fine Feathers” 
Edward Victor 
Somers & Fell VICTORIA 
Wright & Marion Palace 


Gerardo & Adair 
Blondie Hartley 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 
“Sons of Guns” 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
“Tune In” 


Jack Hytton & Bd 
Kimberly & Page 
Jean Kennedy 
Francis 3 

Peacock & Rees 
Mahala 

Leslie Sarony 


Reeve as $5 Reader 
Arthur B. Reeve has become the 


answer to the would-be writer's 
prayer. From an office in the Times 
building, the creator of Craig Ken- 
nedy and other fiction characters, 
reads and criticizes stories by tyros 
for a $5 fee. 

Reeve would rather do that than 
continue writing fiction and earn, as 
he claims to have earned, “a million 


dollars in 10 years writing fiction.” 


GROSSES FOR 
SHOWS 


‘Vanities’ Loses Leader- 
ship — Brokers Happy 
Over Full Returns 


Continued heat wave played 
havoe with the surviving legits on. 
Broadway last week. Many tum- 
bled to new lows. Some houses had 
scarcely more than a_ corporal’s 
guard in Saturday night. 

With most of the buys off through 
induction into the League of New 
York Theatres, forced sales to pro- 
tect the brokers’ coin were not as 
vigorous as. formerly. The brokers 
were evidently happy over the re- 
turn privilege instead of eating the 
deadwood, 

Practically every show along the 
big street did a humpty-dumpty. 
Even the musicals. 

“Flying High” nosed out “Vani- 
ties” by a grand for leadership in 
the musical division, getting around 
$30,000 against the latter's $29,000. 
“Dancing Partner,” Belasco’s first 
for new season, relighted the Be- 
lasco last (Tuesday) night. “Who 
Cares,” co-op revue at Chanin’s, 
anl “Artists and Models” at the Ma- 
jestic, dropped out last. weck. 

Only one new entrant set for next 
week, “Suspense,” produced by C, 
. Dillingham, at the Fulton Tues- 

ay. 


RED LOVE’ IN DOUBT, 
UNLESS CASH SHOWS 


“Red Love,” produced by Sussan- 
off Productions and stopped for 
non-payment of Equity bond, is at- 
tempting to go into rehearsal this 
week on a non-Equity basis. 

The show is to be shown to 
Richard Herndon who is lending 
the Belmont theatre for rehearsals. 
Herndon promises to raise this cash 
by the end of the week, if okaying it. 

If this falls through, rehearsals 
of the show will stop. 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

With but three legitimate shows 
open, two enjoyed profitable grosses 
and the third, as deserving as the 
other two, did a Brodie. 

Belasco’s “It’s a Wise Child,” in 
second week at the Curran held 
practically same pace set the first 
seven days, very satisfactory. 
Around $13,000. 

“Caprice,” in third week at the 
Geary, slipped a couple grand, but 
showed a profit at $10,000. 

“Subway Express,” at Erlanger’s 
Columbia, distinct disappointment 
as a draw. Got excellent notices 
and plenty of additional boost by 
critics, but second week hardly a 
shade above $5,000, which with 
heavy cast doesn’t look like much 
profit. 


Moves from N. Y. to N. J. 


Dramatic stock folded after three 
weeks at the Lyric, Hudson, N. Y., 
with Herbert Murray, operator, 
shifting the company to Wildwood, 
N. J., where it reopens next week 
(11). 

Company includes Hazel Farwell, 
Jeannette Kennelly, Robert Skin- 
ner, Harold Rowley, Helen Kneibel, 
Ann Collins, Arthur McNamara, 
James O’Connor and George Mac- 
Donald. 


“Long Road’s” Short Run 
“The Long Road,” produced by 
Herman Ganvocrt, withdrawn after 
two weeks at the Plymouth, Boston. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Dorothea James, “Fine and 
Dandy.” 
Jack McClusky, “Fine and 
Dandy.” 


Sally Rand for “Luana.” 

Ann Nillson, Joan Arthur, Carline 
Crosby, Lance Davis, Gordon Peters, 
Bob Fay and Charles Clapp (scenic 
artist), with the C. D. Perouchi 
stock, Lyric, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Dora Maughan — “Fine and 
Dandy.” 

Donald 
Stickney, Pat 


MacDonald, Dorothy 
O’Brien—"Up and 


Pat Butler, with Mae West's 


’ company for Chicago, 
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VARIETY 


Literati 


“Variety” Copyrighting 

Starting with this issue, “Variety” 
is again copyrighting its contents 
weekly, after a period of several 
years. Despite the copyright line, 
however, the contents of any issue 
of “Variety” until further notice are 
free for use by daily newspapers, 
only, as heretofore, with or without 
credit. 

The copyright protection is pri- 
marily against radio but takes in all 
periodicals and writers, not dailies 
or writing for dailies. With radio, 
the use of text from “Variety” in 
any form, recorded or broadcast, is 
forbidden without written consent 
of this newspaper, 

Among the others now restricted 
are many who have brazenly taken 
advantage of the privilege accorded 
dailies, to bodily pilfer from “Va- 
riety” for entire departments, re- 
ceiving pay for their contributions 
from the publications using them. 
One of the examples is a scenario 
writer in Hollywood who has for 
three years contributed articles to 
the monthly magazine of a Detroit 
athletic club, with each of his de- 
partments wholly stolen from “Va- 
riety.” 


George T. Bye, Jr., the story 
broker, says he likes the idea of a 
grand job as the head of a Central 
Story Bureau for all producers, but 
otherwise he knows nothing of it. 


The Hearsts, Socially 


Mr. and Mrs. William Randolph 
Hearst, Jr., recently left New York 
for the senior Hearst’s estate at San 
Simeon, Calif., taking as a guest 
Natica Nast. Hearst, Senior pub- 
lishes ‘‘Harper’s Bazaar,” rival to 
“Vanity Fair,” published by Natica’s 
father, Conde Nast. Conde Nast is 
now married to the youthful Leslie 
Foster. Natica’s mother is Mrs. J. 
Victor Onativia, Jr., 

The Junior Hearsts have grown 
quite social. They recently visited 
Newport. Mrs. Hearst, Sr., has dur- 
ing the past decade become increas- 
ingly interested in society. She, too, 
recently visited Newport. Hearst, 
Sr., has never cared for society. He 
has been in Europe this summer, 
traveling with his usual entourage. 

Mrs. Hearst, Sr., was Millicent 
Wilson, of the vaude team of Will- 
s0n Sisters. Over a generation ago 
the sisters used to.spend the sum- 
mer in a cottage at Atlantic High- 
lands, N. J., with their parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. James Willson. Hearst 
used to visit over the week-end, 
coming from town in a _ steam 
launch.’ At that riod the life- 
Saver and swimming teacher at At- 
lantic Highlands was the late 
Thomas Ince, who became a mil- 
lionaire film producer. 

The Willson sisters were in the 
chorus of.“The Girl From Paris,” 
starring Louis Mann and Clara Pip- 
man at the Herald Square theatre 

in 1896, and were given bits in 
“The Telephone Girl,” at the Casino 
in 1897. In the latter show the 
future Mrs. Hearst sang a song, 
“Tricky Little Sarah,” copies of 
which, with her picture on the 
cover, were given away. with the 
“Sunday American,” at that time 
known as the “Journal.” 


A Chi Newspaper Laff 


Chicago’s Fleet street is ha-haing 
over the “exclusive” articles of one 
Edna Lopinot, appearing in the 
“Daily Times” under her name and 
the nearly word-for-word articles, 
on the same subject, in the Evening 
American,  bylined by Frances 
Farmer. 

Articles have to do with Miss Lo- 
pinot’s baby, “Smiling Jimmie Stev- 
ens Taylor,” whose abandonment in 
the Stevens hotel several months 
ago made the child national copy. 
After some months, when Miss Lo- 
pinot came back to claim her baby, 
the “Times” made a grab for her 
and came out strong she would spill 
her love stuff in signed articles. 

At about the same time the 
“American” grabbed, but missed 
hold, only to follow along with ar- 
ticles telling of the love affairs of 
the young woman, her story of the 
baby’s father and other bits. 
Edna, from the tone of both articles 
is meeting Miss Farmer on the side 
and giving her the dope and then 
doubling back to the “Times” and 
letting the ghost-writer pick out the 
same angle for the day’s yarn. 


Harmful Chatterers 
Coast studio publicity offices are 
doing everything they can to dis- 
courage fan chatter wr:ters from 
heralding that film people’s lives are 


busy parades of extravagance and 
luxury. 

To report that an actor has a 
stable of motors or an actress 
possesses a perfume reom where 
rare scents represent an investment 
of $250,000 is not only poor public- 
ity for the individual but hurts the 
industry in general, it is said. In 
families throughouc the couutry 
where $1 looks plenty big, the 
stories of the extravagance of pic- 
ture stars is regarded a3 sinful. 

It is believed the illy judged have 
been instrumental in driving some 
people away from theatres. 

Some truthful stories of the large 
horde in Hollywood who are living 
on the cuff might do more good. Or 
abount the “fronters” with nothing 
but overdue installment payments. 


Woolworth Opposish 
Woolworth mags, published by 
Tower, will have opposition in the 
fall in . couple of similar publica- 
tions to be sold only through the 
Kresge and Kress chains of stores, 
affiliated. 
George T. Delacorte, Jr., is or- 
ganizing the Syndicate Publishing 
Co. for the purpose. Two mags 
will be gotten out at first, to be 
called “The Modern Screen Maga- 
zine” and “The Modern Love Maga- 
zine,” around Oct. 1. <A quarter 
million copies of each will be pub- 
lished as a starter. ~ 
Delacorte otherwise heads. the 
Dell Publishing Co., which gets out 
a number of fiction and film fan 
publications. As is the case with 
Woolworth and Tower, the Kresge 
and Kress companies have no finan- 
cial interest ix Delacorte’s proposed 
mags, the stores acting merely as 
outlets. 


Int’l Literary Relations 
On Feodor Chaliapin’s request 
the French Courts have refused to 
admit that the Soviet Government 
is entitled to diplomatic immunity 
and has the right to publish, or sell 
the right to publish the singer's 
memoirs without his permission. 
The French court ruled that since 
the Soviet Government goes into the 
publishing business it should be 
treated abroad as any ordinary busi- 
ness firm even if monopolizing all 
business in Russia under govern- 
mental rights. E 
Having gotten hold of some chap- 
ters of Chaliapin’s memoirs, yet un- 
published, the Soviets had a French 
translation put on sale in Paris. 


“Dirty Dog” Rapper 
The most pointed “sheet” gotten 
out in Chicago since the demise of 
Ben Hacht’s “Literary Times,” is 
one galley of type entitled “Dirty 


Dog,” edited by Joe Meeks and 
Pete Franks, unrevealed pseudo- 
nyms. 


“Dirty Dog” outspokenly villifies 
literary figures among Chicago 
newspaper people. It names Ash- 
ton Stevens, Richard Atwater 
(Riq.), Dick Little, Gene Morgan, 
Gail Borden, Charles Collins and 
Prof. James Weber Linn. 

Along typeface row they can't 
determine the authors. 


P. A.’s Books 

Apt demonstration of the versa- 
tility of publicity men is being made 
by the members of the Metro 
home office publicity department. 
Among the 11 men there stands a 
record of 11 published books. Don 
Clarke heads with four. Val Lew- 
ton has three book-length noveliza- 
tions to his credit and a novel 
shortly to be published. Si Seadler 
and Jim Englander have one book 
each to their credit, while Howard 
Dietz is writing song lyrics. 


Winchell’s Contract 

Walter Winchell’s “Mirror” con- 
tract has about eight to 10 months 
to go, with that fact seemingly 
bringing reports of offers to him. 
No mention of what dailies are after 
the columnist, 

Another report is that Winchell 
is being angled for by one or more 
of the individual syndicating opera- 
tors. He is now being syndicated 
“by Kings Feature, Hearst sub. 


50c. Reprints 

The book business gets another 
jolt by the action of the Boni broth- 
ers, Albert and Charles, in getting 
out reprints of popular novels to 
sell at 50c. each, the lowest price 
yet for reprints. It means even a 
lesser price than that at Macy’s 
and others where they cut book 
prices. 

Nothing cheap about the Boni re- 
prints, even though they are paper 


bound. Books are good looking and 
covers designed by Rockwell Kent, 
among other famous artists. 


Scenarists on Russia 


Edmund T. Lowe and Philip Klein, 

both picture writers on the coast, 
have written a book on Russia and 
Communism titled “The Devil's 
Workshop.” 
First edition is being printed pri- 
vately, with negotiations under way 
for an eastern publishing house to 
take over the popular edition. 


Partridge Switches 
Bellamy Partridge, who used to 
stand aces with Brentano’s, will 
have his new novel, “A Pretty 
Pickle,” published by Brewer & 
Warren instead. 

Partridge until recently edited the 
now extinct “Brentano's Book 
Chat.” 


Prof. Rice’s Berth 
Prof. E. B. Rice, “Variety” corre- 
spondent in Zurich, has been ap- 
pointed Geneva representative for 
the Ringien string of Swiss news- 
papers. 
Ringier’s is the foremost syndi- 
cate of illustrated papers, accredited 
by the League of Nations and the 
International Labor Office. 


Steele’s Series 

Another Hollywood p. a. breaks 
into the class magazines. Latest is 
Joseph H. Steele, publicity man for 
Richard Barthelmess, who has sold 
a series of pen pictures of Holly- 
wood to “Vanity Fair.” First is to 
appear next month, 


Real Names of Authors 
Barnaby Brook, “Prosperity 
Street,” is Collin Brooks; Rebecca 
McCann, “The Cheerful Cherub,” is 
Mrs. Harvey Fergusson; Sax Roh- 
mer, “The Day the World Ended,” 
is Arthur Sarsfield Ward; Patricia 
Wentworth, “The UColdstone,” is 
Mrs. G. F. Dillon. 


Good Title N. G. 
Great Neck again has a news- 
paper. 

Great Neck has had new papers 
before. This time Gene Buck is in- 
terested, among others of the the- 
atrical colony. 

Title of the new paper, weekly 
tab, is “The North Shore Com- 
muter.” Suggested title, “The Great 
Necker,” turned down. 


Great News! 
With Anne King as 
editor of “Nifty Stories,” that mag 
and others published by the Fan- 
tasy Publishing Co., is making pay- 
ments to authors ‘ong past due. If 
any author has any money coming 
to him from this Mag, Miss King 
wants to know it. 


the new 


Liggett on “Plain Talk” 
Walter W. Liggett is the new 
editor of “Plain Talk,” succeeding 
the late G. D. Eaton. Liggett for- 
merly did special articles for it. 


Edward Lyman Bill, who took 
over “Radio Broadcast” from 
Doubleday-Doran recently, has also 
acquired “Radio Revue” and “Radio 
Digest,” and will combine the trio 
next September under the title of 
“Radio Digest.” 

Raymond Bill, brother of the pub- 
lisher, will edit the mag in its new 
form, with the advisory editor to be 
Henry J. Wright, at one time editor 
of the old New York “Globe.” 


One of Alfred A. Knopf's pet 
superstitions is the publication of 
a Carl Van Vechten book on no 
other Gate than Aug. 15. As a re- 
sult, Van Vechten’s new book, 
“Parties,” makes its appearance on 
that date, 


Charles Yale Harrison, who sold 
the synicate rights to his war 
novel, “Generals Die In Bed,” to the 
New York “American,” got a job on 
that sheet’s copy desk as part pay- 
ment. 


“Purified Proverbs and Censored 
Quotations” is a novelty booklet the 
conservative Macauley Co. is is- 
suing via subsidiary, Amour Press. 


Trick golf courses have entered 
literature. 

Robert Harris, Columbia scenario 
head and Armitage Trail, novelist, 
are collaborating on a mystery novel 
titled “Tom Thumb Murder Mys- 
tery.” 


Ruth Waterbury will edit a new 
ten-center, “Silver Sheet,” published 
by Alfred A. Cohen. It is due on 
the stands in September. 


Crack house organ gotten out by 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 41) 


sprained his back. He was placed 
under a physician’s care. He in- 
sisted upon continuing in the show. 


Charged with refusal to extend 
“equal and civil rights” to Audrey 
T. Allmond, 13-year-old daughter of 
a negro magistrate, at the Aldine 
theatre, Atlantic City, Louis Schin- 
hulz, white, the manager, was held 
in $50,000 bail for further hearing 
by another negro magistrate, Wil- 
liam Page. County Judge Smathers 
later ordered bail reduced to $5,000, 
after 7% hours in a cell. Warrant 
for his arrest was obtained by Mag- 
istrate Rosell T. Allmond, who 
charged that Schinholz evicted his 
daughter, Audrey, from the theatre 
after she refused to vacate a seat 
in the section ordinarily occupied by 
whites only. Audrey alleged that 
Schinholz forcibly ejected her. 


Dudley Digges and his’ wife 
sailed last week to visit his mother 
in Dublin. He will return Sept. 15, 
having left the Theatre Guild when 
his contract expired. 


state of the late Jeanne Eagles 
was appraised in White Plains, 
N. Y., at $88,974 and $58,637 net. 
Her mother, Mrs. Julia Eagles, of 
Kansas City, Mo., sole beneficiary. 


Donald Novis, film player, has 
been engaged by Arthur Hammer- 
stein for “Luana.” 


Elaine Lank and Peter Joray add- 
ed to “Ship Shapes.” 


Jane Grey, absent from the stage, 
goes with W. A. Brady's “Cafe.” 


Jimmie Burns and Lewis Irving 
Maisell, indie picture producers, 
making operatic shorts in New 
York, have ideas for the legit. 
“Midnight Dinner,’ comedy-drama 
by Genaro M. Curci and H. Howard 
Harris, with Hal Clarendon for the 
feature role, is one reported. 


Bert Lahr iaay continue to work 
in “Flying High” instead of having 
to leave the show and fulfill an- 
other contract made with Aarons & 
Freedley, according to the decision 
of N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
William T. Collins. Aarons & 
Freedley brought suit to “force Lahr 
to leave White’s “Flying High” on 
the ground that they had a pre- 
vious contract with the comedian 
and wanted him for their new mu- 
sical “Girl Crazy.” Attorney for 
White maintained that the former 
contract was inequitable gecause it 
guaranteed Lahr no set work. 


Suit has been brought against 
Dora Lee, show girl, te recover a 
barpin said to be worth $500, given 
her as a gift by Carol A. Davila, 
Roumanian minister to the United 
States. 


~ LOS ANGELES 


Glenna Tobin, films, broke the link 
with Patrick Tobin, chemist. Men- 
tal anguish, 


Thomas E. Thomas, actor, jailed 
for intoxication. 


Joan Chalmers, who repented us- 
ing poison for love balm, put up $40 
in court on a wage claim by her 
dancing partner, Johnnie Collins, 

Rudolph Schildkraut left no will. 
All his property, held jointly with 
his wife, goes to her. 


Charles McGrew II, scion of a 
wealthy Highland Park family, pe- 
titioned the courts for reopening of 
the divorce case won by default by 
his ex-wife, Jean Harlow. Identity 
of the actress in Chicago was not 
known. 


Gerard E. Goodman, wealthy 
sportsman, is suing for a divorce 
from Mildred Goodman, who, ac- 


cording to his attorney, is a musi- 
cal comedy star. Cruelty charged. 


Evelyn Egan, pictures, refutes 
the story that she drove home nude 
from the beach. She wore a robe 
and a pair of slippers, she told the 
judge. Judge indicated he would 
take charge of her driving license 
for a year but dismiss a drunk- 
driving charge. 


John Bowers paid $20 fine for be- 


the Pennsylvania Athletic Associa- 
tion, and called “Pennac News,” has 
a new editor. He is F. Stifler, and 
he uses all sorts of material for 
whicb he pays good prices. 


John De Vine, formerly with King 
Features, now column conductor on 
the Newark “Ledger.” Title is 
“Ledgermain” and is on theatricals. 


Freely rumored that a certain 
publisher is behind one of the 
book=of-the-month clubs, though 
keeping faith by his decision not to 
have any of his own books in the 


selections of the club. 


ing drunk in an automobile, result 
of his arrest the other night with 
his wife, another girl, a gun and a 
police badge. Police commission in- 
vestigating how an actor got a de- 
tective lieutenant’s badge, learns 
that 1,400 badges are in circulation 
outside the police force. 


Suit for $150,000 has been filea 
against the owner and operators of 
the planes whose collision resulted 
in the death of Kenneth Hawks 
Fox director, last January, by the 
administrator of Hawks’ estate. 


Adele Rowland, the current Mrs, 
Conway Tearle, successfully de. 
fended her interests in the Art 
Realty Co. and the Courtearle Park, 
Inc., against back-alimony attach. 
ments sought by Josephine Park, 
the previous Mrs. Tearle. 


H. H. Van Loan, film writer, went 
to jail for four hours on charges of 
non-support filed in New York and 
is writing his experiences serially 
for one of the afternon papers. He 
says the charge of deserting his 
13-year-old daughter is his wife's 
answer to his divorce suit filed 
May 20. 


El Patio Ballroom and adjoining 
store buildings were leased for 99 
years to a syndicate for $2,600,000, 
Ballroom has been dark for several 
months. 

Wilfred Deming, sound engineer, 
was prohibited from fiying for 30 
days for stunting over Malibu 
beach. Numerous picture people 
signed the complaint, 


An ordinance compelling minia+ 
ture golf courses to close at mid- 
night was asked of the city coun- 
cil. It was also asked that radios 
and other musical devices be toned 
down, 


Harvey H. Gates, scenario writer, 
filed suit against Aimee McPherson 
and Roy Stewart, director, for $10,- 
000. Gates charges they neglected 
to pay him for preparing a scenario, 
“Clay in the Potter’s Hands.” 


No will was left by the late Ru- 
dolph Schildkraut, according to a 
petition for letters of administra- 
tion filed by his widow. The estate 
consists of personal property valued 
at $250 and a $500 automobile, ac- 
cording to the petition. 


Jones, studio technician, 
made his wife cut her own hair, 
according to divorce testimony pre- 
sented by her. She obtained a de- 
cree and was granted custody of 
their two children. 


The default divorce that Jean 
Harlow obtained from Charles F, 
McGrew, 3d, was set aside in Su- 
perior Court on condition that Mc- 
Grew pay the court $2,500 to cover 
alimony and attorney’s fees that 
might result from a trial of the case 
on its merits. McGrew claimed to 
have been intoxicated at the time 
the divorce papers were served on 
him. 


An investigation will be made by 
Federal authorities of the charges 
made by nurses, Caroline Clark and 
Claire Anderson, that Mary Nolan, 
picture actress, is a narcotic addict. 
Miss Nolan made a vigorous denial 
of the charges after a search war- 
rant failed to reveal evilence at her 
residence or dressing room at the 
studio. 

Miss -Nolan was in a hospital at 
the time of the charges, but claimed 
to have had a bad case of sunburn. 
Matter was also placed before Fred 
Beetson, secretary of M.P.P.A. 


Separate suits charging infringe- 
ment of copyright were filed by 
Caddo Co, producers of “Hell's 
Angels,” and Gainsborough Pic 
tures, Ltd., producers of “Journey $ 
End,” in United States District 
Court against Warner Bros., Inc. 
and First National Pictures. Both 
claim large portions of “Dawn 
Patrol” were lifted from their pro- 
ductions. Caddo claims to have 
$3,000,000 invested in its production 
and Gainsborough names $2,000,000 
as its investment. Both companies 
ask injunctions against further 
showing of “Dawn Patrol.” 


Renee Torres, picture actress. and 
four co-defendants were sued for 
$1,752 damages by A. E. McCarthy 
and his wife for injuries sustained 
in an automobile accident June 11. 


Dolores Del Rio and Cedric Gib- 
bons announced they'll be marrieid 
Aug. 6. This is the second marriase 
for both. 


CHICAGO 


Ted Mooney of Montmartre cafe, 
and Harry McRae, Joe Murphy 4" 
Harry Girompiny of the con 
Club, held on dry charges. Bo , 
clubs reported owned by Ralph Ca 
pone. 


Courts have ordered that vie 
Trevisian, Ravinia and Chi OP 


basso, pay his wife $35 weekly. 
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PUBS GOING IN FOR MASS 
SONGS; NOT SINGLE PLUG 


During the present lull publishers 
are now concentrating on bulk 
songs instead of on a plug number. 
Majority are now publishing more 
songs et one time than at any tine 


- previously, when one plug number 


was concentrated upon for a po- 
hit. 

Pamane declare that with the 
market the way it is, the maximum 
sales of a plug number are limited 
toa disappointingly low figure. Also 

ing after but one song now will 
mean forcing a number of spots to 
the release of a number of 
songs at one time, all spots are kept 
working and alive and so won't 
nave to be reawakened, as it would 
otherwise, when the season gets go- 


18 Alleged Infringements 
Against M-G-M Music 
Metro has been lately inundated 
with copyright song claims, their 
“Should 1?” from the floppo “Lord 
Byron of Broadway” fetching no 
less than four separate suits to date, 
with as many as 18 claimants 
clocked altogether. 

Latest, brought in California, 1s 
on “Florodora Girl,” by the execu- 
tors of the late Leslie Stuart’s es- 
tate. Widow objects to the use of 
Stuart’s “Florodora Sextet” number 
(“Tell Me, Pretty Maiden”) in the 
talker. 

M-G-M thought it had every 
copyright angle covered, including 
Francis, Day & Hunter, from whom 
the necessary copyright rights were 
obtained. 

The widow wants an injunction, 
disputing the validity of the music 
publishers’ copyright renewal rights 
with her composer-husband. 


Guitar Tutors Must Pay 


License Fee on Music 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Hawaiian guitar teachers in Hol- 
lywood must pay the regular li- 
ecense fee on all copyrighted music 
they use in their schools, according 
to the decision of the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Assn. 

A number of the steel instrument 
pedagogues have been going ahead 
with copyrighted numbers, making 
plates of their own and disregard- 
ing the MPPA’s warning. Unless 
the practice is stopped the associa- 
tions will take action. 


Gene Austin Judgment 


Instead of waiting two years for 
trial, Campbell-Connelly, Inc., the 
American corporate subsidiary of 
the same British music publishing 
firm, was given summary judgment 
against Gene Austin, Inc., for $2,- 
547 and costs. Action arose over 
“Peace of Mind” and “Garden in 
the Rain,” two English ballads 
which rights C-C ceded to Austin 
for American publication. 

Although Abeles & Green, Camp- 
bell-Connelly’s American attorneys, 
made repeated demands for ac- 
crued royalties under the January 
Statement, they were not paid, 
hence the suit. Same attorneys 
will now sue for the July, 1930, 
Statement. 


Grossman Under Grease 


Universal City, Aug. 5. 
Grossman, songwriter at 
U, is doubling as an actor at the 
Studio. He has been given a bit 
in “See America Thirst” as his 
first job under grease paint. 

Grossman formerly was part of 
the publishing firm of Grossman & 
Lewis in Chicago. 


Bernie 


Radio Booking Agents 


Abner Silver, songwriter, and Sol 
epper, former vaude agent, have 
formed a partnership for radio 
booking. 
Tepper is 


of the 
lwyns, 


a nephew 


AUTHORS DISSOLVE 


Soci Madrid, July 25. 
"nti 4 of Spanish Authors has 
ties ved and collections of royal- 
a. rhe be vested in the two already 
organizations which ad- 
ana Ster funds for the songwriters 
. for the authors of dramatic 
orks, 


The composers and dramatists’ 


A VALLEE FAN 


Pres. of Vallee Club Asks 
Break for Rudy 


Girl 


The Rudy Vallee fans are seem- 
ingly reading trade papers like 
“Variety,” or maybe their acute in- 
terest in their radio and theatrical 
idols makes them show biz-minded. 

This letter may give an idea of 
what the lay press critics must be 
flooded with. 

“Why not be a sport once in a 
while and boost Rudy Vallee. I 
think it is a shame the way you and 
the other critics knock him. Re- 
member a knock is a boost so per- 
haps it is alright to knock. The 
trouble with you and all other 
critics is that you are terribly jeal- 
ous of Rudy. 

“He is one wonderful boy. He has 
personality, marvelous voice, won- 
derful appearance, a very, very good 
orchestra, in fact everything about 
him is charming and I have been 
crazy about him since Nov., 1928. 
Now that doesn’t look as though his 
popularity is on the wane. Now, 
does it? I should say not. Did you 
read his new contracts on the first 
page of “Variety”? They are mar- 
velous. 

“I am the president of one of 
the many Rudy Vallee Fan Clubs 
and let me tell you the members of 
my club are certainly crazy about 
Rudy. 

“Come on, now, be a sport and 
write something nice for a change 
about our adored one, Rudy Vallee. 

“A very sincere and loyal admirer 
of Rudy Vallee. 

“HELEN M. KRUSE.” 

71 Fifth St., Wood Ridge, N. J. 


Disk Reviews 


By BOB LANDRY 


Recent shrinkage brings the pic- 
ture song back to approximate 
equality commercially with the non- 
film numbers. It is no longer of 
overwhelming consequence at pres- 
ent that a number be spotted in a 
Hollywood epic. Without benefit of 
celluloid many numbers are manag- 
ing to do quite nicely. Compara- 
tively speaking, of course, for the 
music trades are all under de- 
pression, 

Still, any average batch of new 
records continue to list the cus- 
tomary quota of ‘“‘theme” songs. It 
is probably too soon for the me- 
chanicals to barometer the reported 
public apathy to the musical pic- 
ture, 

Ed Loyd 

(Okeh 41435). He of the one “L” 
has an excellent combo in “Just a 
Little Closer’ from “Remote Con- 
trol” and “I’ve Got My Eye on You.” 

Both sides are ingratiating and 
the release should find better than 
average response over the counter. 


Bob Haring 
(Brunswick 4852). “I Love You 
So Much” and “Betty Co-ed” 


coalesce as agreeable fare without 
benefit of “name.” 
Johnny Walker 


(Columbia 2247). “Betty Co-ed” 
is also recorded on this release with 
“Kitty From Kansas City” as its 
mate. Latter song, one of Rudy 
Vallee’s less commedable populari- 
zations, is a resurrected tune of 
old-fashioned humor and monoton- 
ous melody. Which, however, 1s 
a description fitting several recent 
best sellers and so not perhaps vital, 
although indicating that on its sec- 
ond burial “Kansas City” will prob- 
ably be interned for all eternity. 

Walker has considerable sock and 
rythmn. 

Noah Beery 

(Brunswick 4828). One of the few 
film people to possess the sort of 
voice that was expected of their 
personality is Noah Beery. After 
trying to wreck love’s sweet dream 
and otherwise perpetrate nasty 
misdeeds in several hundred flick- 
ers, Beery unfolded a deep basso 
entirely appropriate to black vil- 
lainy. 

“One Little Drink” is from “Song 
of the Flame” and “The Whip” from 
“Golden Dawn.” Film fans should 
be merchandised directly by music 
shops on this record, intrinsically 
attractive. 

Lazy Levee Loungers 

(Columbia 2243). Suggested in- 
dolence of the title is apt to about 
summarize the average reaction to 
a couple of meandering chants, “If 
I Could Be With You” and “Shout, 
Sister, Shout.” 

Not so much, in fact, very Httle. 

Castlewood Marimba 

(Brunswick 4842) Although strains 
are occasionally rhythmic, total on 
“Waiting for ¥ou” and ‘Lo-Lo” as 
here rendered is only so-so. 

The West Pointers 

(Columbia 2244) Soldiers, serving 
or just remembering, will probably 
surrender to the flavor of several 
canteen ditties fancily quarteted by 

(Continued on page 67) 


Cieti 
‘eUles will continue as heretofore. 


WB-FN OFFER TO SETTLE 
FOR CASH OR LAY-OFF 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

All Warner and First National 
song writers whose options don’t 
expire between now and Jan. 1 
were offered the alternative of a 
cash settlement for balance of their 
contracts or a two-month layoff 
and continuing on the payroll after 
the studios resume operation. 

The staff tunesters all accepted 
the layoff and most plan to spend 
it in New York. 


Musicians and Theatres 
In Chi. Sign Contract 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

What amounts to an extension of 
their present contract for another 
year has been negotiated and closed 
between the musicians’ union and 
the local theatres. It’s a renewal of 
the existing terms. 

This is the first time that the two 
sides have gotten together without 
a dispute in years, 


Wage Scale Increase Is 
Just One of Those Things 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Present contract of the musicians- 
theatres expiring Aug. 31, first 
meeting to draw up new papers was 
held last week. Musicians, through 
James Petrillo, asked for a $7 in- 
crease over present scale. 

Wise boys merely regard these 
demands as a matter of form, with 
nothing expected to come of them. 

Petrillo and the operators are re- 
ported satisfied with present terms 
and the new contract most likely 
will contain no wage scale change. 


5c EVIL AGAIN 


Bootleg Song Lyric Peddlers 
Spreading More and More 


New crop of bootleg lyric peddlers 
selling the sheets at five cents per 
copy, has sprung up in Boston, Los 
Angeles, Detroit ang Pittsburgh. 
While the M. P. P. A. has the ped- 
dlers arrested, as fast as possible, 
fears that numerous other peddlers 
may now spring up in other parts 
of the country. 

In New York, American Press, 
publishers of five cent lyric music 
sheets, printing the titles of copy- 
righted pops with original lyrics 
underneath, have consented to stop 
the printing and distribution of 
these sheets at the request of the 
M. P. P. A. who threatened action 
against them unless they ceased 
printing and distributing. 


Waterson’s Claim N. G. 


Claim for $2,000 by Irving Trust 
Co., receivers in bankruptcy for 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
against Alberti, German music 
publisher, was ordered dismissed. 

This effects W-B-S’s all other 
foreign agents who may not have 
paid the full annual guarantee to 
Waterson’s for the foreign repre- 
sentation. 

Alberti only had paid in $8,000 
of the $10,000 annual guarantee for 
the W-B-S Germans territorial 
rights. When the Waterson firm 
went into bankruptcy Alberti 
deemed it a breach of his contract 
and refused to pay the difference, 
which the court sustained by 
throwing the Irving Trust’s claim 
out of court altogether. 


RADIO MUSIC’S FIRST SCORE 

First musical score from a Radio 
picture to be published by Radio 
Music will be “Half Shot at Sun- 
rise,’ by Harry Tierney and Ann 
Cauldwell. Radio Music will pub- 
lish each subsequent Radio release, 
except the Amos ’n’ Andy feature, 
which Harms will publish through 
having Kalmar and Ruby, its 
writers, under contract. 

Harms heretofore published Ra- 
dio’s songs, holding a contract with 
Radio Pictures which expired this 
past June. 


Harry Walker’s Job 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Harry. Walker, ex-song plugger 
and for the past year in charge of 
the counters for the local Kress in- 
terests, has left that company. He 
will be southern California super- 
intendent of all retail music coun- 


ters recently acquired by the Music | 


Sales Corp. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Film-Music Benefits Dubious 


Those publishers not yet affiliated with picture companies will retain 
their indie status for a long time to come. Where previously the indie 
publishers rushed to secure film affiliations, they are now holding out. 

Remaining indie publishers realize that practically every one of the 
worthwhile film corporations has all the publishing affiliations necessary, 

Having had the opportunity to look over the benefits derived by those 
publishers affiliated with picture companies for some time with many 
of the “benefits” are open to question. 

They state that if film companies make overtures now, they will 
demand plenty. 

Indie publishers who farm out their writers to picture companies and 
publish pix songs are thumbs down on paying the pix firm royalities on 
the songs. 

According to the publishers, the higher salary paid their songwriters 
to work for the pix company is paid not by the pix company, as it at 
first appears, but by the pub itself in the royalties paid over to the 
pix firm. Heretofore the publishers were anxious for the deals consider- 
ing the high salaries paid the writers as advantageous and not figuring 
that the pix firm was making up for it in royalties. 

One publisher, who previously published picture music on the above 
basis and who vows he will not do so again stated, “Do we have to 
pay a Broadway show to use a song? They come to us for it and pay us, 
Why then should we pay a picture company to use our songs? The 
higher salaries paid out writers are, in a roundabout way, through the 
royalties we pay the picture firm, paid for by us and we 
derive barely any benefit from such a _ deal. Hereafter we will 
refuse to do any picture work unless the picture company does away 
with its royalty split.” 


Free of Charge 


Atop Wrigley’s Catalina Casino is a dancehall equally as beautiful, 
and perhaps capable of the same capacity, as Chicago’s Trianon Ball- 
room. The only real difference between the two places is that the 
island room is free of charge. The St. Catherine Hotel orchestra, with 
Frank Hobbs in charge, is supplying the music which is meeting re- 
quirements nicely. . 

Wrigley inaugurated the mammoth floor and made it sans an admis- 
sion fee, to help Catalina as a resort. The entire island layout is such 
that a week-end there can be covered by a $10 bill, including the boat 
fare both ways. 

The Casino is a circular building costing $1,500,000 and with a sound 
picture theatre downstairs, for which there’s a box office. There’s not 
a staircase in the edifice. Ascension to the ballroom is made by walk- 
ing up a series of ramps. Soda fountains, candy booths, rest rooms, 
etec., are scattered all over. There are three rows of theatre seats en- 
circling the entire dance floor, which is illuminated in colors at will 
from the band platform. Special officers and women deputies keep in 
touch with the deportment, including the rule that any of the male 
gender must don coats to gain entrance. Dance floor seems easily 
capable of handling 1,000 couples. 


Tauber’s Sexy Voice 


The recent announcement that F. C. Coppicus would bring the German 
tenor, Richard Tauber, to this country in two years didn’t reveal that 
Tauber is already something of an idol among the women who have 
heard his records but who’ve never seen him. The only picture of him 
generally published in this country was in the rotogravures about six 
months ago and had him with Franz Lehar, the operetta composer, 

Tauber’s records are all imported, but there has been a demand for 
them, particularly in New York City. The one which started off the 
rush was the Odeon (German) recording of “I Kiss Your Hand Madam,” 
which is sung in a way which makes the gals perspire. The man has 
feeling in his voice. One young woman who fell plenty for him bought, 
without knowing what she was getting, the Schubert song cycle, “Die 
Winterreise,’ and was upset to find that this was serious music and not 
the kind she wanted. 

Tauber is the best paid singer in Germany, of grand opera calibre but 
sticks to light opera because he’s the outstander in that field and able 
to kick down heavy salaries, 


Paine as Sole Arbiter 

At a meeting of the principals of the agent and trustee agreement, 
for permitting copyrighted music to be used in sound pictures, it was 
decided that the independent picture producers who infringed upon copy- 
rights would-be dealt with directly by John G. Paine, the agent and 
trustee, instead of with the various publishers. Paine is of the M. P, 

Meeting was held to thresh out manner of procedure against producer 
infringers. Heretofore, when an independent producer was notified by 
Paine that he was infringing against the copyrighted music of a pub- 
lisher, party to the agent and trustee agreement, the producer would 
run to the publisher and the matter would be straightened out between 
the two. 


Can't Find Songs 

Goldwyn studio on the coast is understood to be having its share 
of worries over the score and lyrics for the Evelyn Laye picture, 

Tunes and words have been scrapped right and left and, as far as 
known, there is yet no decision on the numbers to be selected. Original 
melodies, written by a foreign composer, are understood to be out, as 
also the ditties submitted by Nacio Herb Brown. Other individuals 
and teams have proffered musical material, all of which has been 
deemed unsatisfactory to date, 


A Full Pool } 

When Billie Rose and Fanny Brice (Mrs. Rose) were on the coast 
they took a house with a swimming pool. Vacant houses with attached 
pools which have been forgotten and stand unemptied become a free- 
for-all when word gets around. 

The first morning the Roses awoke they found around 20 people in 
their pool. They both looked at each toher and together asked, “Did 
you invite them?” When the family check-up revealed neither re- 
sponsible, the Roses hopped in their car and went to the beach for a 
swim, 


Musical Typewriter 
A musical typewriter, called the “Music Writer,” which transposes 
piano music from one key to another and makes a permanent record 


of Mt. St. Vincent College, New York. The musical typewriter is a 
combination of two instruments, one of which records by a series of 
dashes on rolls of paper the music which is being played, while the 
other automatically transposes music from one key to another. 


Contract via Trans-Atlantic Phone i 

Via a New York to London telephone conversation last week between 
Ben Bornstein and Lawrence Wright, latter speaking from London, the 
English rights to the Ager, Yellen & Bornstein catalog were assigned 
to Wright for 1931. Present two-year contract with Wright expires the 
end of this year. New agreement, for one year only, expires Decem- 
j ber, 1931. 


of the music being played, has been invented by Dr. Moritz Stoeher,° ~ 
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Vallee Sets Touring Dance Record 


InN. E. at $32,000—His Share $20,000 


Perhaps a high mark for barn- 
storming dance orchestras is the 
first week of Rudy Vallee’s tour, 
embracing New England territory, 
where he grossed $32,600 for the in- 
dividual ballroom promoters, of 
which Vallee took away a little over 
$20,000 with him. He is guaranteed 
$2,500 against 60% of the gross. 

Dance promoters are satisfied if 
making relatively little on the gate 
as the concessions for soft drinks, 
sandwiches, etc., are a sizeable por- 
tion of their gravy. 

The negative industrial conditions 
in N. E. were another mutually sur- 
prising factor to the National 
Broadcasting Co., handling the Val- 
lee tour, and the ballroom people. 
Latter have been suffering marked- 
ly because of the milltown condi- 
tions but the Vallee draw was a 
factor. 


Bridgeport, Aug. 5. 
Cheers and Jeers 

Rudy Vallee, well known in New 
Haven from his undergraduate days 
at Yale, had a hectic time last Sun- 
day night in N. H. In addition to 
not being paid off for performing 
at a Momauguin dance-hall, Vallee 
was cheered and jeered at the ban- 
quet where he was guest of honor. 

The refusal to pay arose from al- 
legations that the banqueting com- 
mittee had charged an admission 
fee to see and hear Rudy eat. The 
ballroom promoter also regarded 
this banquet as a violation of his 
agreement against “any other pub- 
lic appearance.” 

Vallee did: not have his band with 
him but entertained impromptu 
with some vocal solos which at- 
tracted a crowd of 5,000 outside of 
the banqueting hall, with their min- 
gled cheers and jeers penetrating 
within. 

Vallee, incensed by some of the 
hecklers, grabbed one of them and 
is quoted as stating he would “push 
your tongue down your throat” as 
the result of a “Bronx cheer.” 

When the crooner reached the 
dance-hall, a large but not capacity 
crowd awaited. The lack of ca- 
pacity is on what Thomas Murphy, 


age through Vallee’s previous din- 
On conclusion of his night's 


dance, Vallee was informed he 
would not be paid for in full be- 


BELOW SCALE RADIO 
BANDMEN IRKSOME 


Musicians playing radio engage- 
ments below the union scale is a 
current cause for complaint. They 
play via the ether and also give 
auditions and rehearsals without 
charge on the excuse the name 
that radio can bring to them will 
ultimately compensate. 

These tactics irk bands who will 
not play below scale and who, be- 
cause of the others, cannot find 
profitable radio work. 


Drop Copyright Suits 
Pending K. C. Decision 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers’ has 
dropped its local action against the 
Roundhouse cafe for infringement 


of the copyright law, pending a 
general decision to be handed down 
by the U. S. Supreme court. 

Matter now up before the highest 
tribunal is the test case started by 
the society against the La Salle 
hotel, Kansas City, involving the 
use of copyrighted music as com- 
ing over the radio in hotel lobbies, 
rooms and cafes. -Three judges in 
Kansas City could not agree on a 
ruling in the case and so it was 
turned over tc the Supreme court. 

Final ruling will affect and con- 
trol the situation over the entire 
country. 


cause of breach of contract, with 
suggestion that the N. B. C. would 
arbitrate the matter. 

Similar experience as above at 
Old Orchard, Me., marked Vallee’s 
second day out at the Ocean Pier 
here when Wilfred Duffy, the pro- 
moter, regarded Vallee’s extensive 
entertaining at parties, banquets, 
etc., in his home state as damaging 
to his own personal enterprise, with 
attendant biz a bit off. 


N. B. C., via Eddie Scheuing, Val- 
lee’s personal mentor, states that 
an adjustment will be made in the 
New Haven case if the facts war- 
rant them. 


ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


IRVING AARONSON | 


| THE BRICK TOPS| 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


[JESSE STAFFORD| 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Now in Second Year at 


PALACE HOTEL 


San Francisco 


(Brunswick Records) 


Featuring His and Gene Rose’s 
“TONIGHT” 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| FREDDIE RICH | 


Columbia Broadcasting 
System 
Station WABC, New York City 


PAUL WHITEMAN ||| 


B. A. ROLFE | 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 


ARROWHEAD INN 
(For the August Season) 
SARATOGA SPRINGS 


Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C. 


one applying for a speaker's job over 


only during the day under the super- 


HOW TO BE A BIG RADIO 
ANNOUNCER—IT’S TUFF! 


A tough lot is that of the an- 
nouncer who tries to crash the pay- 
roll of NBC. An NBC network an- 
nouncer is comparable to the vaude 
act with yearn to play the Palace. 


Due to the difficulties of announcing 
over an NBC network because of the 
switches from the WJZ chain to the 
WEAF chain, formerly differentiated 
as the red and blue networks, any- 


NBC must have considerable expe- 
rience before being considered. 

Most of NBC’s new announcers 
are secured from NBC affiliated sta- 
tions which broadcast locally, such 
as those controlled by General Elec- 
tric and Westinghouse. Ambitious 
announcers working for the latter 
type of stations frequently apply to 
NBC for positions because of the 
higher salary and position. If NBC 
does want them but they are still 
contracted to an affiliated station, 
the network never accepts them un- 
less the affiliated station grants 
them a release. 

When accepted they are placed in 
the hands of more experienced NBC 
announcers and for two weeks serve 
their apprenticeship by etherizing 


vision of the more experienced an- 
nouncer. If shaping up well, they 
are permitted to broadcast alone. 
Most of the budding big time an- 
nouncers fall by the wayside due 
the difficulty in handling switches 
They usually become rattled when 
doing it and ball up the works. A 
level and clear head is considered 
by NBC to be the first requisite be- 
fore permitting an announcer, no 
matter how well he handles other 
types of broadcasting, to handle 
switches. 

CBS is considered much easier 
because everything goes over one 
system, having no “switches” among 
their stations. 


RADIO SONG PLUGGING 
NOW VIA ADV. MEN 


Radio advertising agencies are 
now being contacted by publishers 
and are telling their bands what 
songs to play wherever they can 
get away with it. A number of 
radio a. a. men are now friends of 
publishers and seen with them fre- 
quently. They are also taken out 
by the publisher and entertained 
in the usual manner. 

The r. a. a. men make up lists of 
songs they want plugged over the 
air and order the leaders to play 
them with the leader usually com- 
plying. 

“Name” bands will take no dic- 
tation as to what songs they should 
play over the air. 

Other band leaders, in their con- 
tracts have it expressly stipulated 
they are not to be interfered with 
in the selection of musical numbers. 
This condition of radio agency 
men interfering with broadcast pro- 
grams was dwelt on last week. 


Girl Band Worked 5 Mos. 
Without Pay—Now Sues 


Lido Country Club, Lido Beach, 
L. L, has been sued in the Supreme 
Court for $8,500 by Joseph Scully 
on a contract of April 9, 1929, for a 
women’s orchestra at $450 a week, 
which orchestra played until Oct. 
20 last, but got no pay after June 2. 
Scully had trouble serving the 
papers on the club, because his 
process servers were barred from 
the club grounds unless they had a 
card from the manager, and when 
they tried to get the card and told 
for what they wanted, the manager 
insisted that the club was not liable. 


MILLS’ DOUBLE MISSION 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Irving Mills is conferring here 
with Tiffany studio execs on the 
recent music tie-up between Mills 
Music Corp. and Campbell-Connelly 
of England. Mills is organizing a 
music department to work in con- 
junction with the studio before re- 
turning east. 


PHIL FABELLO | 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


Mills came out here to manage 
affairs for the Duke Ellington col- 


AND HiS ORCHESTRA 


and His 
R-K-O Entertainers 


Creators of the Fabello Policy 


R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 
indefinitely 


Back Aaain! 

MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 


ored band which goes into the Amos 
’n’ Andy R-K-O picture, 


Ben Bernie’s Boy 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Jason Bernie, Ben Bernie’s son, 
will receive a Paramount screen 


‘Goldbergs’ as Talker 


“Rise of the Goldbergs” is booked 
solid around New York in R-K-O 
houses on a peculiar “solid” ar- 
rangement of only half-weeks, be- 
cause of the Sunday law eliminat- 
ing the two youngsters in the act. 
The juveniles are essential. 
Another NBC radio favorite, Baby 
Rose-Marie, is kept out of New 
York state for same reason of child 
labor laws. 

Phil Ponce of NBC is grooming 
“Goldbergs” for a feature talker. 


NEW NBC STUDIOS IN CHI 
DEEMED ADVANTAGEOUS 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

With the NBC studios to be the 
largest and best equipped in the 
world, going into operation the 
first of September, Chicago will 
take over more than 30 programs 
now on the New York wires. This 
will give the local studios almost 
100 regular programs. Two years 
ago the Chi station was producing 
only six programs a week. 

The Chi studios are becoming 
important daily due to several ad- 
vantages for national broadcasting. 
These include the advantage in 
time for covering the entire coun- 
try; the advantage of closer 
mechanical connections, eliminating 
a good deal of the present “howl 
and click.” Other reasons are the 
proximity of executive offices of 
many accounts, such as Pure Oil 
and Shell. When a company, such 
as Pure Oil, is spending $500,000 on 
its radio features, it demands active 
supervision over its programs. Chi’s 
situation between the agricultural 
and urban division of the country, 
making contact with both sections, 
is another great advantage. 

The old squawk that talent is 
available only in New York no long- 
er holds since with the growth of 
radio, talent has shown willingness 
to go wherever the job is. 


Hugh Ernst, some years ago man- 
ager for Paul Whiteman, joins NBC 
in charge of the Chicago Artists’ 
Bureau, succeeding Alex Robb. Lat- 
ter went out with Amos ’n’ Andy as 
their manager. 

Ernst will do in the Artists’ Bu- 
reau what George Engles and his 
staff have been conducting in New 
York, booking NBC talent for stage 
appearances, concerts, clubs, the- 
atres, etc. 


GERALD MARKS DISBANDS 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 

With business the way it is 
Gerald Marks has disbanded his 
band and has gone back into the 
shoe business. 

Marks played nine months 
straight at the Tuller hotel here 
before deciding to start from the 
bottom again. 


HERE AND THERE 


Al Jockers’ band opened at New 
Plantation, Buffalo, Aug. 4. 


Three name bands will sub while 
Wayne King band is taking a va- 
cation from the Trianon, Chicago. 
First to go in is Maurie Sherman 
band, in for four weeks, followed by 
Ted Weems for one week; then 
Don Bestor band for 14 days. 


Arthur Fields and Fred Hall, vet 
Broadway songsters, have turned 
hill-billy mountaineers on the radio, 
heading the Rex Cole Mountaineers 
over WEAF as a commercial. 


Bix Beiderbecke starting his own 
band. Formerly with Whiteman or- 
chestra, and wants Whiteman to 
manage him. 


New Green & Green, publishing 
firm, got out a snappy “Broadway 
Breezes” col., which threatens to 
become a regular bi-monthly prop- 
osition, 


C-C CO. IN PARIS 
Paris, July 25. 
Campbell & Connelly have the 
rights to the Red Star music cata- 
log for France, Italy, Spain and 
Portugal and will shortly open an 
office in Paris. 


High-Note Femmes 
Unwanted on Radio, 


But Won’t Be Ousted 


Los Angeles, Aug, 5, 
Radio sopranos are like the proy. 
erbial orphan. Nobody wants them, 
They're shrilling their stuff over the 


air nightly because as yet radio men 
have devised no society for the 
elimination of the femme warblers, 
They'll all subscribe to this society 
if they had a chance, but they can’t 
do a thing about it. It seems that 
nine-tenths of the vocal music wag 
written for the trilling sisters, 
Those impolite letters coming in. 
to studios aimed at the frail so. 
prano four out of five times the 
station men say. 

Stations have tried to cut’ so. 
pranos down to the minimum, but 
they have to have some femme yo. 
cal stuff. They cross their fingers 
every time a soprano steps up to 
the mike, for they visualize the 
knob-turning activity going on out. 
side. 

With the sops a drug on the mar. 
ket and every mother’s daughter 
believing she is a second Jenny 
Lind, the warblers are cheaper out 
here than the sunshine. Radio men 
could pay them in counterfeit con- 
federate money and get the pick of 
them. Standard price for sopranos 
is the equivalent of 32 degreeg 
freezing. 


PVT. BROADCASTING BAN 


Paris, July 25, 

Broadcasting private messages in 
France from privately owned sta- 
tions is now prohibited and regard- 
ed as infringing the government 
telegraph monopoly. 

Such messages caused three sta- 
tions to be stopped by the authori- 
ties. 


Steve Boisclair Resigns 
Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 5. 

Steve Boisclair, for the past seven 
weeks guest organist at Warners’ 
Strand here, and rating for the past 
three years as chief organist and 
general musical director for War- 
ners’ Capitol district houses, re- 
signed from the Warner organiza 
tion Aug. 1. 

Future plans undetermined al- 
though it is likely he will turn to 
radio. 
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TAVERN 
A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway ———"™ 


ART KASSEL 

and His 

Chain 


o T A 
TNGING A sone To THE 


STARS” 
“CHEER UP, GOOD) TIMES 
RE COMIN 
“THE MOON IS LO 


Exclusive Management M. C. A. 


test for a part in “Tom Sawyer.” 


MR. JESSE CRAWFO 
ORGANIST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW -YORK, playing ca 
“Bye-Bye Blues,” Love You Se Much.” “Down the River of Golden Dreams.’ 
Future Just Passed,’’ ‘“‘Old New England Moon,”’ ‘“‘You Brought a New Kind of Love to uae 
WABC every Saturday during Paramount-Publix Hour at (6:00 P. M.—WABC eve 
day from 8:00 to 8:30 P. M.—WABC Every Monday from 10:30 to 11:00 P. M- 
VICTOR RECORDS ——_> 
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New York's Roadheuses’ Worst 
Summer Season So Far—One Winner 


One winner stands ‘out amongst 
all of the road houses in or around 
New York this summer. 
worst so far the road houses have 
experienced. 

The single stand out is the Pavil- 
jon Royale on the Merrick road, 
with Guy Lombardo’s band. The 
Lombardo group is given all of the 
eredit for the record breaking busi- 
ness of the John and Christo place 
on Long Island this summer. The 
pand remains there at $4,000 weekly 
until Sept. 7, then returning to the 
Hotel Roosevelt, New York. 

Hollywood Gardens, the newest 
and largest road house in the metro- 
politan section, on the Pelham road, 
had an excellent chance of turning 
a profit could it have held Paul 
Whiteman and his orchestra. With 
Whiteman, the conceded only draw 
for the large business of the Hol- 
lywood during Whiteman’s_ short 
stay, leaving, the Hollywood busi- 
ness went to pieces, aided somewhat 
by the shooting mess in the road 
house a few days after Whiteman’s 
departure. 

New Connections 

Other road houses have closed 

or are trying to make new con- 


nections to prevent them from do-. 


ing so. One of the oldest established 
road houses in New York City will 
shortly call it a season and fold, 
if no new money can be secured. 

‘Another of the elderly road 
houses, Castillian Gardens in Pel- 
ham, couldn’t get over even as a 
Bavarian beer garden with no cover 
charge. The place is now dark. 

Tex Guinan in the old Blossom 
Heath at Lynbrook, L. I., is about 
breaking even, with but the week 
end to depend upon. 

Some of the better known eating 
places on the road are holding up 
through their consistent trade, but 
they do not class as road houses. 

The Hollywood on the road with 
an investment of $200,000 and a 
weekly Overhead of around $20,000. 
with $1.50 minimum check, is being 
checked by rival road man. They 
do not see any chance for it. 


It is the 


“Mixing” Stepped 


No more “mixing” at Holly- 
wood Gardens, Pelham, N. Y., 
since that Fisher’ shooting 
mess and fracas last week. 

Any sitting-in by the girls 
with parties is only by special 
permission now. 

Biz is easing off markedly. 


NO CABARET TALENT 
LEFT—WITH BURLESQUE 


People in the cabaret business are 
predicting that in a couple of weeks 
there will be no cabaret business 
left. 

Almost all the better cabaret per- 
formers have gone with the Mutual 
burlesque wheel with its 40 weeks 
and no worry over bookings. 

Talent is so scare for cabarets 
they can’t get it. Agents are trav- 
eling to Montreal and other places 
to dig up people. 

Cabaret performers who did hot 
stuff at the club dates are now re- 
framing their professional tech- 
nique to suit other lines of work. 


Sid Gary to Shanghai 
Hollywood, August 5. 

Sid Gary (Bernard and Gary) is 
going over to Shanghai, in the Little 
Club cafe there. Gary has a six 
months contract with transportation 
guaranteed both ways. 

Little Club is controlled by Amer- 
ican interests. More acts from this 
side are being solicited for the 
Chinese spot. 


Wolf M.Cing Again 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Rube Woif returns to the State 
here as m.c. Aug. 21, 
Wolf has been in the east at the 
Fox Brooklyn. 


TEX BACK INN. Y. 
AT OLD 300 CLUB 


Texas Guinan will once more nite 
clubly entertain New Yorkers and 
transients at the former 300 Club 
on West 54th street. 

With Tex will go her present 
collection of girls and musicians 
on Long Island, where Tex is hav- 
ing a pretty good summer season. 

The shift to the Times Square 
sector will come with the closing 
of the Merrick road roadhouse. 

It is reported Tex and her backers 
have bought the 54th street prop- 
erty. 

After sassing back ex-commish 
Whalen, Tex went to Chicago. It’s 
been nearly two years since she 
said Hullo Sucker on Broadway. 
Now it’s Commissioner Mulrooney, 
with the Mulrooney system of cop- 
pering not nuts over any kind of 
publicity. 


DISK REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 65) 
Captain Jenna and Lieutenants 
Raaen, Whiting and O'Flaherty. 

“The Regular Army, Oh,” “Made- 
moiselle from Armentieres” and 
“Raw Recruit” are included with 
several broad smiles in the lyrics. 
Staff officers compose the foursome 
which has a pip bass in O'Flaherty. 

Army posts, military schools, vet- 
erans’ clubs are all natural pros- 
pects for’ sales, in’ addition to the 
individual khaki alumnae. 

Colonial Club 

(Brunswick 4846) Organization 
with.a good feeling for the warmer 
jazzieal cadences makes “With My 
Guitar and .You” and “My Future 
Just Passed” stand out as a quietly 
pretty couplet. 

Seger Ellis 

(Okeh 41436) That rather monoto- 
nously sentimental “Old New Eng- 
land Moon” and the moderately 
titillating “Swinging in a Ham- 
mock” compose a fair release. 

But not one of the best from 
Okeh’s top-ranging recorder. 

The Knickerbockers 

(Columbia 2241) Very nice. Group 
play well together and have two 
tingley tunes in “Where Can You 
Be,” from “Cheer Up and Smile,” 
and “Wonder.” 

Ben Selvin 

(Columbia 2234) “Lonely” is from 
“Singer of Seville,” and “Lo Lo” 
from “The Seat Bat.” 

A merger of a couple of in- 
betweeners. 


Fontaine Again 
Paris, July 25. 

Evan Burrows Fontaine is start- 
ing action here against Cornelius 
Vanderbilt (“Sonny”) Whitney to 
have him adjudged the father of her 
son, aged nine. 

She claims that blood tests will 
prove the boy is really the son of 
the millionnaire despite previous 
actions brought by her having 
failed. 


HOLLYWOOD SUED FOR 
$293,000 BY BANDSMAN 


Irwin Abrams, known under his 
own name as an orchestra leader 
and also as Vic Irwin, is sueing the 
A. & U. Restaurants for $93,800 
damages on several counts and also 
Ben H. Ueberall and Jacob Amron, 
heads of the operating company of 
the Hollywood restaurant, 1600 
Broadway, New York, for another 
$20,000, making in all a claim for 
$293,800, for breach of several con- 
tracts and other dan.ages. 

Abrams was the cpening band at- 
traction at the Hollywocd last fall, 
having invested $5,000 for a 20% 
interest in the place. On this he 
predicates all his other claims. i 

On the basis of $1,300 a week for 
his band, the first claim is for $33,- 
800 for the remaining six months 
of his contract. . 

For damage to his reputation 
through dismissal he claims another 
$50,000; for gratis broadcas*ing 
services over WMCA and WOR on 
behalf of the Hollywood, another 
$10,000; and against Ueberall and 


Amron individually Abrams sues 
for another $200,000 damages for 
value of his 20% “piece” of the 
restaurant. 


PARIS CAFE BIZ N. G. 
Paris, July 25. 

Business so bad in Paris that the 
Ambassadeurs are shaving expenses 
to the limit. The elaborate floor 
show of the opening has been re- 
placed by two acts only, Dreana 
Beach and the Black Dots. Within 
a few days these will also go and 
Bebby May, juggler, will be the only 


act there. 


BEER GARDEN THIS BIG 
NITE CLUB OPPOSISH 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Night clubs are crying the blues 
over a combination of conditions, 
business, the heat, and a new fac- 
tor—beer gardens. 

All night clubs are cutting the 
nut sharply. Frolics, the ace spot 
and nearest the loop, is still doing 
the best biz, but that’s off too. Only 
six important spots remain inside 
the city limits. 

Seven other leading spots aren’t 
open at all: Green Mill, College Inn, 
Club Royale, Bal Tabdarin, Sunset 
and Grand Terrance (black and 
tans) and Rainbo Gardens. Latter 
place stayed closed when fire gutted 
it several months ago. Cotton club, 
Ralph Capone’s Cicero place, heaved 
the ghost last week and won’t open 
till October. My Cellar folded in 
the loop. 

Roadhouses are doing the biz, but 
there are only two, Dells and Lin- 
coln Tavern, both with crack bands. 
Casa Granada was the only south 
side place until the Club Roxy 
opened some seven miles away. 

The beer garden competish is 
serious. Despite paper talk, these 
places are springing up as plenti- 
fully as Lingle rumors, and are a 
cinch. A dimly lighted room with 
arbored ceiling, and they call it a 
beer garden. Chicago’s run-of-mine 
ale is passable, and at 25 and 35 
cents a glass puts a jag in a poor 
guy’s reach. They give you the 
night club’s music via radio, a 
rough floor to dance on, and they’re 
set. No tipping the head waiter, 
either. 


Bud Green’s Brothers G 
Into Pub. on Their Own 


Buddy Green’s two kid brothers, 
Max and John, make their bow in 
the publishing biz under the firm 
name of Green & Green. 

Except from the boys’ close con- 
nection with their brother, who 
with Sammy Stept was a publisher 
for a long time, neither has had 
previous experience in the industry, 
Max was formerly a furrier and 


John bantamweight prize-fighter of 


some prominence. 


WARNING 


Broadcasting and all other forms of public 
performance of our copyrighted composition 


“BODY and 


Words by Robert Sour, Edward Heyman and Frank Eyton. 


SOUL” 


Music by John W. Green 


Which will be sung by Miss Libby Holman 


in the new production tentatively entitled 


“ABOUT TOWN” 


featuring Clifton Webb, Fred Allen and Libby 
Holman, and produced by Max Gordon, 


Please take notice that we shall immediately | 
prosecute to the full extent of the law any 


person infringing our copyright. 


is strictly prohibited until after the first 
regular performance of the said play in the a 
Borough of Manhattan, City of New York. | 


HARMS INC. 


Publisher 
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| Coast Carny Men Using Highways 


For Show Lots—Other Racket Shot 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

California’s highways are fast 
becoming a midway for outdoor 
showmen. They've found that the 
carnival racket on the coast is shot 
and are unloading their platform 
shows on vacant lots along the road 
and starting a ballyhoo. 

For a number of years’ Los 
Angeles has had lion, alligator and 
ostrich farms. Recently the show- 


men have been coming in with other 
attractions, no doubt inspired by 
the success of the former. 

A monkey farm, a _ second lion 
farm, trained pony farm and pic- 
ture dog farm are new additions In 
the faz-m list. All charge a two- 
_bit admission and give perform- 
ances any time there are a dozen 
customers. The film dog farm dis- 
plays banners of dogs supposed to 
be in pictures, with the hounds do- 
ing the usual simple routines, Spot- 
tei in the San Fernando valley 
where the mercury loves 100 in the 
summer, the mutts are anything 
but ambitious and hate crowds. 

At the monkey farm the show 
consists of half dozen monks who 
ride bikes. Rest of the entertain- 
ment depends on the amount of kick 
the customers get out of throwing 
peanuts in the cages. 

Two aviaries on the outskirts of 
Pasadena play for the bird lovers. 
Recent'y one added a pair of baby 
elephants, and they’re now billed 
as the main attraction. Both of 
these places are well conducted and 
send a lecturer around with the 
mob. Admission here is also two 
bits, with the privilege of buying. 

Realtor Collects 


An Indian village has been erect- 
ed by a real estate concern to boost 
its property. Village proved a good 
attraction, with a free gate, so the 
real estater decided to cash in. Add- 
ing a few war whoops, he put up a 
15-cent admission tag and is still 
doing good business. 

Two war exhibits are working in 
L. A. One has an admission, the 
other playing the free gate walk- 
through with a collection box at 
the exit. Mugg who watches the 
box looks like it’s a broken arm if 
you don’t untie the purse. 

Most of the operators of the new 
outfits are former carny men who 
went out with shows playing the 
coast this season and found payoffs 
irregular. Roadside shows are get- 
ting fair business so far but looks 
as if it is in danger of being over- 

¥ loaded. Several of the operators of 
platform shows at the local beaches 
are figuring on getting out and 
spotting their shows where the 
motor traffic is heavy. All claim 
that the roadway show gets away 
from the high footage prices at 
the resorts and has a chance of 
picking up more money as the piers 
are getting tough breaks so far this 
season, 


PLANE KILLS BOY IN 
TENT ON SHOW’S LOT 


Findlay, O., Aug. 4. 

An airplane cut through one of 
the tents of the W. G. Wade carni- 
val here Sunday night, killing the 
9-year old son of Everett Edwards, 
fire eater with the show. Another 
sleeper in the tent, Mrs. William 
Dewey, of Hastings, Mich., was seri- 
ously injured. 

In the plane, headed for the air- 
port nearby, the pilot and three 
passengers were but slightly hurt. 


CIRCUS FANS ELECT 


Des Moines, Iowa, Aug. 5. 

Atlantic City was chosen by the 
Circus Fans’ association of America 
in fifth annval convention here, as 
the 1931 convention city. 

Fans elected the following of- 
ficers: Harry Hertzberg, San An- 
tonio, Texas, president; George 
Duffy, Fort Plains N. Y., eastern 
vice-president; J. V. Ehloupek, Oak- 
land, Calif., western vice-president; 
I. K. Pond, Chicago, central vice- 
president; D. H. Theard, New Or- 
leans, southern vice-president; Wal- 
ter M. Buckingham, Norwich, Conn., 
secretary and treasurer; Karl K. 
Knecht, Evansville, Ind., re-elected 
editor, “White Tops,” the associa- 
tion organ. 

_ About 150 attended. 


BANKRUPTCY BLUES’ AS 


THEME SONG FOR PARKS 


Park business has been shot the 
worst in years this summer around 
New York and New Jersey. 

Park men blame the depression 
upon the increased unemployment. 
They claim that middle class and 
third class people who had pre- 
viously been their mainstay are un- 
able to pilot the family groups to 
the resorts through lack of funds. 
Parks without swimming pools 
have even been harder hit, with 
some of the smaller inland parks 
not taking in enough at the gate to 
meet the electric bill. 
Concessionaires and stand men 
have also taken it on the chin. Over- 
stocked and no play, most are har- 
monizing “Bankruptcy Blues,” the 
theme song with the park operators. 


Circus Row in Maine 


Augusta, Me., Aug. 5. 

A circus battle is on in Maine. 
The latest evidence of the circus 
row was the attaching of the Al. G. 
Barnes circus advance car in 
Waterville in the sum of $5,000 by 
the Downie Bros. show, the latter 
company claiming their paper had 
been covered by the Barnes posters 
before the Downie show had played 
where advertised. 

The practice had been carried 
out in Waterville, Augusta and 
Gardiner. Upon bonds of $10,000 
being posted by Barnes Bros., the 
car was allowed to proceed. An- 
other evidence of the fight is the 
newspaper advertising. 


Chute Jumper Killed 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 

In the sight of thousands on the 
boardwalk, Harry Powers, para- 
chute jumper, was killed in a 1,500- 
foot plunge from an airplane into 
the ocean off the Steel Pier. 
Powers who is “shot from a can- 
non” lashed to the bottom of the 
plane had been a regular feature of 
the Steel Pier program and did the 
stunt twice daily all summer. This 
time, however, something went 
amiss. The cannon on the plane 
boomed and Powers came down 
straight his parachute failing to 
open in time. 
He was still conscious when 
brought to the Atlantic City Hos- 
pital, but died in the operating room. 

Recently Powers had been taking 
a hair-raising tumble before pull- 
ing the rip cord of his parachute. 
It is believed he miscalculated his 
distance and waited too long, leav- 
ing him insufficient altitude for his 
umbrella to open. Powers was 47 
and leaves a widow. 


Shift Dubuque Lot 


Dubuque, Aug. 5. 
When Ringling-Barnum were 
barred from the local airport for 
Aug. 15 because of being an ac- 
credited field, after nearly all ar- 
rangements being made, it looked 
as though circus fans would not 


see a show. 

A field just south of the port was 
secured, however, and though 
cramped, will accommodate the 


show coming here from Clinton, 
Iowa. Extremely dry weather was 
the only thing that made the lot 
south of the port possible. 


Circuses 


Ringling-Barnum 
Aug. 2-10, Chicago; 11, Milwwukee, 


Sells- Floto 
Aug. 4, Colorado Springs, Col.; 5, Denver, 
Col.; 6, McCook, Neb.; 7, Hastings; 8, 
Grand Island, Neb.; 9, Council Bluffs, Ia. 


John Robinson 
Quincy, lll.; 4, Kirksville, Mo.; 
5, Ft. Madison, Ia.; 6, Fairfield; 7, Iowa 
City; 8, Washington; 9, Centerville; 11, 
Chariton, Ia. 


Aug. 3, 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 
Aug. 4, Minot, N. D.; 6, Williston, N. 
D.; 6, Glasgow, Mont.; 7, Havre; 8, Great 
Falls; 9, Helena, Mont. ’ 


Al. G. Barnes 
Aug. 4, St. Jchn, N. B.; 5, St. Stephen, 
N. B.; 6, Bangor, Me.; 7, Bucksport; 8, 


Madison; 9, Augusta; 11, Rockland, Me. 
Al G. Barnes 

Aug. 6, Bangor, Me.; 
port; 8, Madison; 9, Augusta; 


7, Bucks- 


Midget Golf in Red 


Indianapolis, Aug. 5. 

Pigmy golf is losing ground as a 
sport in Indianapolis, many of the 
30 nearby courses being in the red. 

Afternoon play badly off, accord- 
ing to owners, but night play con- 
tinues to bring in a few sheckles. 
Plan on municipal and private golf 
links increased this year despite the 
dwarf game, 

Hearing has been set Sept. 2 on 
the city’s injunction against Meridi- 
an Golf Club, Ince. which was 
formed to evade the zoning law ina 
wealthy north side apartment dis- 
trict. Workmen arrested for build- 
ing course in violation of the zon- 
ing ordinance which prohibits 
business or amusement usage of 
residential property. 


ZACK SAYS 
REOPEN 


Ponca City, Okla., Aug. 5. 


Zack Miller claims here the “101” 
will get open again Aug. 21 at Enid, 
Okla. as a 20 car wild west instead 
of a 30. Same title will be used. 
Credence is given the fact that Mil- 
ler tossed back R. M. Harvey, gen- 
eral agent’s resignation, with Har- 
vey instructed to go ahead and lay- 
out route. 

Up-to-date, however, no actual 
contracts, for showing of the towns 
have been made. Miller also told 
those he wished to keep on the show 
to stick around after the closing 
as he might use them. 

Unusual for any trick, once it has 
reached the barn, to go out again 
the same season. Experienced show- 
men aver Miller can’t do it. 

Miller is also concerned with 
estate matters, with various rela- 
tives anxious to turn everything 
into cash. 

In the event the trick does get 
open will stick strictly to western 
territory. About 10 advance men 
are waiting about Chi hoping the 
show will open, with the Cole cir- 
cus taking over a number of per- 
formers and bands from tha present 


Carnivals 


(For current week (Aug. 4-9) when 
not otherwise indicated) 


Alabama, Stanford, Ky. 

American Expo., E. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Anderson-Srader, Mont, 
Barnhart, Omaha, 

Ree, Taylorsviile, Ky. 

Bernardi Greater, Morgantown, W. Va. 
Bright Way, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Brown & Roe, Cainsville, Mo, 
Bruce, Phoenixville, Pa. 
Bullard’s, Hatfield, Ark. 
Bunt’s, Cassville, W. Va. 
Butler Bros., Noble, Il. 
Catlin-Wilson, Washington 
Clark, Gravenstein, Calif, 

Cot, Wayland, Ky. 

Coleman, New London, Conn. 
Conklin-Garrett, Wainwright, 
Stettler, Can, 

Copping, Salamanca, N. ¥. 
Crafts, Modesto, Calif. 

Cronin, Winchester, O. 
Clark-Robert, Sebastopol, Calif, 
Dixie Expo., Halls, Tenn, 

Dee Lang, Carrollton, Ill. 
Dixieland, Hope, Ark. 
Edwards, Dresden, O. 

Endy, Belvidere, N. J. 

Fairly, Mt. Sterling, UL 
Galler, Scottsville, Ky. 

Gibbs, Bedford, Ia. 

Gray, Alvaraile, Tex. 
Greenburg, Salt Lake City. 
Great Bright Way, Harrisburg, 
Harvis-Heyn, Pinckneyville, Ill. 
International, St. Joseph D’Alma, Que., 


Columbus, 


Can.; 7-9, 


Pa, 


Can. 
Isler, Keokuk, Ia, 
Jones, Toledo. 
Joyland, Rock Springs, Wyo. 
Keysione, Somerset, Pa. 
Krause, Lexington, Ky. 
Lerge Dee, Carrollton, Ill, 
Laughlin, Corydon,. Ia. 
Leggette, Fredonia, Kan. 
McClellan, Beardstown, IIL, 


Marks, Gloucester, N 


Melville-Reiss, Brockport, N. Y. 
Michigan Greater, St. Johns, Mich. 
Monarch, Clifton, Kan. 
Morris-Castle, Oelwein, Ta. 
Murphy, Bloomington, 
Northwestern, Lucington, Mich. 
Pearson, Atlanta, IIL. 


Reyal American, 
Battleford, Can. 
Rubin-Cherry, Burlington, Ia, 
Rice Bros., Uniontown, Ky. 
Rice-Dorman, Ft. Scott, Kan. 
Savidge, Alliance, Neb. 

Scott, Bozeman, Mont. 

Sol’s Liberty, Greenville, Mich. 
Southern States, Larned, Kan, 
Southern Tier, Lolivar, N. Y. 
Spencer, Dayton, Pa. 

Sunshine, Central City. Ky. 


Llodyminster and No. 


Wortham, C. A., Kenosha, Wis, 
Wolf, Boone, Ia, 
Work, New Castle, Pa. 


Ride Play Small 


Ride business is shot this sum- 
mer both at amusement resorts and 
with traveling carnivals. 

Thrillers and cuddle rides, which 
formerly held up over the others, 
have also taken a drop, with pre- 
dictions that many at Coney Island 


Rockland, Me. 


and elsewhere will fold prematurely. 


Beckman & Gerety Show 


(Carnival) 
North Chicago, July 28. 
Chief difference between the 


Beckmann and Gerety’s World's 
Best Show, formerly titled the Clar- 
ence A. Wortham carnival, is that 
the B. & G. outfit is somewhere 
around 20 grand to the good this 
season, as compared with its 160 
odd brother and sister outfits which 
are all anywhere from 10 to 20 
grand in the red. 

This carny is called the phenom 
of the season. Outdoorers, who 
keep pretty close tabs on this sort 
of biz, say the outfit got the breaks 
this season, with the good spots 
picked by the general agent, L. S. 
Hogan, and the weather man smil- 
ing down each week. 

Spread out over about three acres 
here at 22d street and Sheridan 
road, the outfit, at first glance, is 
just another carnival. But Fred 
Beckmann, one of the owners, has 
been in the racket since 1888, most’ 
of the time spent with circuses. 
Beckmann’s hand shows all over 
the lot. 

The Beckmann-Gerety combo is 
showmanship and the two partners 
have the cash in hand to show for 
it. If the year were normal, the 
two would be riding back and forth 
from the lot to the cars in a Rolls, 
but all things considered things are 
going along pretty fast. About Aug. 
18 the carnival will start some of 
the major fairs of the west. That’s 
money. 

On the basis that you can’t run 
a carnival without concessions, 
Beckmann and Gerety have spotted 
about 20 joints just as you come 
in the gate. Some are bix six- 
wheels and one, in the center of 
the midway, is the world’s largest 
corn game (‘‘Lucky” in east). So 
big they have to use a loud speak- 
ing system to get the messages to 
all the customers. Folks employed 
on these stores don’t ask anyone 
to rlay. Those who play have a 
chance, with plenty of merchandise 
passing over the counters each 
evening. Drag-’em-in system not 
employed. 

Once you leave the concessions, 
which take up about a 12th of the 
midway, you slip down into the 
rides and shows section, which 
makes the Beckmann-Gerety car- 
nival what it is: a traveling amuse- 
ment park. This is where the out- 
fit pulls its dough and where it dif- 
fers essentially from others. En- 
tire midway, except the mentioned 
12th, is rides and shows, without 
interference from eating gaff or 
other carnival joints, Catch a fam- 
ily in this section and you see same 
folks having a right smart time 
taking in rides and shows without 
having a bozo pulling their arm and 
trying to get them to knock down 
three babies to win nothing. 

Fred Beckmann has an idea he 
can set an amusement park up in 
a small burg for a week and get 
dough. Evidently he’s right. He 
sends the folks through some of 
these that make up the show: cir- 
cus side show, Bee Hive, Fun House, 
Crystal Maze, Alice Melville’s “Mel- 
ody Maids,” “Turtle Boy,” “Ranger,” 
horse, monkey speedway, “St. Louis 
Follies,” Crime show, Hodge Con- 
gress of fat people, Unborn and 
Penny Arcade. The rides include 


Ferris Wheel, Merry-Go-Round, 
Lindy Loop, Caterpillar, Over the 
Jumps, Hey Dey, Merry Mix-Up, 


Leaping Lena and Waltzer, added 
week Aug. 4. Most all old stuff, 
except Beckmann and Gerety keep 
dishing it out in a new way and 
making it pay. 

Outfit is playing under the aus- 
pices of the local I. O. O. M. here 
and giving away a Ford car at the 
end of the week to the holder of the 
lucky admission ticket. It cost 10c 
to get on the midway, with two 
gates used: one at each end of the 
lot. The front gate has so much 
gold and paint it hurts the eye but 
draws. 

Starting out from East St. Louis 
early this spring, the outfit rolled 
30 cars about the country. Now 
has 31, with four more due before 
fair season. Many of the conces- 
sion wheels have cut to 5c, and all 
the shows are dimeing it. The 5c 
wheel spins, an item of prewar days, 
is just one of the many angles used 
to pull dough. About here the bill- 
ing overlaps that of Ravinia opera, 
with a carny card and an opera 
card keeping company on many a 
post and causing the opera people 
to shed many tears at the way 
things are heading in the north- 
shere district. 

Beverly White has been handling 
the newspapers for quite some spell 
with this show and has become so 
well known that newspaper mugegs 
just visit the lot to see him. White 
has developed considerable and can 
now carry 19 full sized pencils in 
a vest pocket. This is the largest 
number of pencils ever carried at 
one time by any one p. a. Loop. 


“PARK’S GESTURE 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

With the Ringling-Barnum and 
Bailey circus in town these two 
weeks, White City, southside park, 
has booked Poodles Hanneford and 
family for a two-week stand. 

Hanneford family opened yester- 
day (4), and close Aug. 17, doing 
three shows a day. 


BAD BIZ 
AND CARNIVALS 
CANCELING 


Chicago, Aug. 5, 

Smaller carnivals are setting fair 
dates in the north and dropping 
their southern engagements because 
of bad biz conditions below the 
Mason-Dixie line. Present indica. 
tions the south will come out this 
fall with the greatest bunch of fair 
cancellations ever in the history, 
Southern fairs are already nervous, 
with many wiring their carnivals to 
know if the date is to be fulfillea, 

Larger outfits will be forced to 
play their dates because of law- 
suits. Smaller ones are simply for- 
getting they ever had cotton-land 
bookings. 

Hardly a smaller fair in the south 
but depends strongly on the carni- 
val for its midway. Without it the 
fair will be figured a flop. Likely 
after this season’s defaults are all 
in, the carnival will be like the boll- 
wevil, in bad with the southern 
public, fair managers and railroads, 


NO FIX, SAYS FATHER 
- IN HETH ASSAULT 


Louisville, Aug. 5. 

The father of Labina Elizabeth 
King, 15, who charges Floyd R, 
Heth of the Heth Carnival with 
criminal assault, has promised “to 
shoot like a dog” anyone who at- 
tempts to offer him money to “fix” 
the case which goes to trial Oct. 14, 
“Fixers” have approached him 
and also a policeman interested in 
the case, so the judge has had La- 
bina removed to the Detention 
Home, where she will be safe from 
“outside influence.” 


Slough Carlos’ Wheels, 
But Still Games O. K. 


Carlos Greater Shows, small car- 
nivai outfit, was sloughed in Emer- 
son, N. J., last week for wheel 
gambling, but were permitted to re- 
open after dropping the wheels and 
substituting skill games for the re- 
mainder of the week. 

The carnival carrying three rides 
and 20 concessions played the date 
under the auspices of the Emerson 
Sporting Club. Considerable dis- 
sention developed among the town 
folk prior to opening of the car- 
nival with a majority against per- 
mitting the show in. The auspices 
obtained the permit. 

When steering in on Monday 
night wheels and money play set 
going full blast, but the cops hopped 
in late> in the week ordering com- 
plete shutdown but making no ar- 
rests, 

It’s the last carnival that will 
be permitted in this territory ac- 
cording to town officials. 


Gentry’s Dog, Pony Show 
Again; Quit 14 Yrs. Ago 


Indianapolis, Aug. 5. 

Henry V. Gentry, retired show- 
man, picked four poodles from the 
city dog pound to revive the once- 
famous dog and pony show of yes- 
teryear. Gentry announced he will 
go on the road next spring after 
training 75 dogs and 40 ponies. 
Robert and Henry Gentry will 
manage the new show “when dad 
gets them started.” Gentry sold 
his show 14 years ago, having re 
sided at Bloomington since that 
time. 


No Village Carnival 


Petition of the Greenwich Village 
Social Association for permission to 
spot an Oriental bazaar and carni- 
val in Macdougal alley, Greenwich 
Village, New York, next month has 
been turned down and subsequently 
called off. 

Old residents of the section pro- 
tested against the affair, which was 
to have run an entire week, on the 
ground it would bring an undesif- 
able element to the section. 

Leonard McGreavy, attorney reP- 
resenting the objectors, cited hes 
instance of a_ previous carniva 
given in the same spot several ae 
ago, with many testifying that sear 
racket keep the section awake mos 


of the night. 
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Englewood 

Business was capacity at this 
house Tuesday night, with the mob 
getting a load of nine acts and 
“Midnight Mystery” (Radio) fea- 
ure. 

Thillers, two men skaters, open- 
ed. Regulation spinning and acro- 
hatics, but liked by the crowd. 
Cedric Lindsay and femme Started 
weak with their comedy and Lind- 
say's cigar-boxes handstand, but 
finished better with their rag doll 
dance. Chain and Conroy came 
down from the Palace to give ’em 
15 minutes of solid variety material. 

West and Ramon (New Acts) are 
a two man piano act and were a 
definite click. KLugene West at the 
piano supplied son.e light comedy 
and inost of the tunes, the crowl 
showing they remembered most of 
West’s old songs. Dr. Valjean be- 
lieves in the power cf numbers, but 
such horoscope stuff belongs on the 
back of a truck, not on the variety 
siage. Daly and Jenkins, two men 
comedy talk and songs, just go along 
without making much of an impres- 
sion. 

Nicholas. Fantazy Revue, four 
girls and three men, cover the field 
from Oriental acagio to the hot-cha 
Hard-workers here, but lack polish 
and finesse. Lot of rough spots. 


Werner and Dixie Norton, piano 
hoke, has possibilities, but needs 


better routining. Werner Norton 
does the prattfalls and comedy ousi- 
ness nicely, but might be better if 
he tried talk. Dixie Norton, as the 
femme foil, should tone down on 
the strong-arm comedy. 

Wallace’s three tions closed. 


Earl Ross players, who had the 
neat tent stock show at Lake street 
and Mannheim road, and were blown 
down, have reopened with the can- 
vas layout in Berwyn. 


No use for the regular house band 
and m. ec. at Uptown theatre week 
of Aug. 27, when Horace Heidt plays 
the spot. House band and m. ec. 
will be buiit into a d>suble-band 
show for the Oriental. First time 
this is being done in a loop house. 


Bob Nolan, m. c. at the Chicago, 
under doctor’s care after suffering 
a heart attack while on the stage 
with the band. Nolan will be 
switched to the Granada to direct 
overtures, only three a day, while 
buiiding his health. 


Art Kassel’s band at the Club 
Metropole, southside nite spot, on 
the Tuesday night N. B. C. sustain- 
ing program. 


Fd Schooley is readying a revue 
for six weeks through the south. 


Ernie Groh, city sales manager 
for Fox exchange, reported in a 
Serious condition at Michael Reese 
hospital with an infected jaw. 


Paley Amustment Co. has sold the 
Rose theatre to Sam Halperin and 
Abe Fator, who own the ground, for 
$10,000. Acquisition gives Halperin 
& Fator circuit of five theatres. 


C. J. Perouchi will definitely open 
his stock Aug. 11 at the Lyric, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Frank and Dudley Gazzolo will 
not reopen their stock at the Kedzie 
this fall. Lease expired in June 
and the house owners demanded too 
much increase. Understood the 
owners may put in their own stock. 

Coronado, Publix house at Rock- 
ford, struggled along minus one of 


R-K-O WOODS 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 


with JOE COOK 
And Louise Fazenda, Joan Peers, 
Wm. Collier, Jr., and Tom Howard 


its acts last week. Anita La Pierre, 
booked in by William Diamond of 
the Morris office, cance!led her date 
at the last minute, claiming she 
was temporarily disabled, Shorr 
Sisters, sent in to replace, didn’t 
click and left after the first siiow. 


Guy Beach stock company for new 
season started rehearsais yesterday 
(4), at La Crosse, Wis 


M. A. Hunt rep compan 

y closes 
this Saturday at Whalen, Mich., 
marking: the first time Hunt has 
closed his troupe .n m:d .eason. 


I. W. Mullett opens a rep company 
at Worcester, Mass., on Aug 11. . 


Mary Tupper Jones, well known in 
mid-west legit, is operatin:s stock 
Elverhoj theatre in Mi'ton, 


Claire Bart, one of the winners 
of the Helen Kane contest held in 


TOLEDO 


B. E- GOODING 

moun eam 

P from Syracuse’; 
Valentine—+‘Blushing Brides.” 
Pantheon—"‘Way of All Men.” 
Vita-Temple—“Lone Rider.” 
Princess—‘‘Hell’s Island.” 
State—‘‘Young Desire.” 


Oscar Smith and John McMahon, 
owners of the Vita-Temple, bor- 
rowed some showmanship ideas 
from the astute Temple manager, 
Jack O'Connell, when they signed 
Grover Cleveland Alexander, out- 
cast pitcher, for their entry in the 
American Association, the Toledo 
Mud Hens. Hens, battling for sec- 
ond place, are drawing crowds now 
efter a poor attendance season. Old 
Pete in the lineup will bring in a 
lot more, 


Signa Serene, psychic, lobby en- 
tertainer in the Paramount, answer- 
ing questions of readers of “News- 
Bee” through tieup with paper. 
Chorines from Publix revue, “Coney 
Island,” romped on roof of Toledo 
“Blade” in bathing suits for good 
art spread last week, arranged by 
Bill Exton, p, a. 


Toledo theatre men begin to he 
confident biz will improve. Willys- 
Overland first of city’s big indus- 
tries to start calling help back, and 
general improvement expected. 


Gene E. Yarnell, said to be a for- 
mer Ziegfeld executive, now man- 


otherwise indicatec 
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STROUDSBURG ............. 71 
SYRACUGE 
FOLEDO 


New York, and who played a week 
at the Oriental here recently, is be- 
ing sent around the Pubklix-Great 
States circuit on a similar contest. 

Miss Bart is carrying a piano ac- 
companist. Besides warbling, wil: 
act as one of the judges of the Kane 
imitators. 


Walter Immerman took over his 
position as divisional manager of 
Publix Chicago-Detroit, Saturday 
(2). He will work under John Bala- 
ban until September, when the lat- 
ter leaves for the east to have 
charge of the Canadian circuit, B. 
& K. and Publix-Kunsky. 


Frank Cook, legal adjuster of the 
Ringling Barnum circus, ill with 
heart trouble at the Presbyterian 
hcspital, Chicago. Not serious. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 

Penn—‘‘Our Blushing Brides’; 
shéw. 

Stanley—‘‘Dawn Patrol’: 


stage 


stage show. 


Enright—‘“‘For the Defense’; stage 
show. 
Harris—‘‘Her Unborn Child’; stage 
show 


Aldine—‘“‘One Romantic Night.” 
Sheridan Sq.—‘‘Shooting Straight.” 
Pitt—‘‘Unguarded Girls.”’ 
Liberty—‘‘Shadow of the Law.” 


Wild Oscar, Penn organist, sched- 
uled to leave last week to make way 
for return of Dick Leibert, has been 
retained indefinitely. Leibert stays 
in Washington. 


Rudy Vallee coming to Willows 
for three nights next week and tariff 
will be highest ever charged here 
by nite club outside of New Year’s 
Eve. Cover will be $8.80 for a 
couple. 


Gene Morgan opens Thursday as 
m. c. at Stanley for four-week en- 
gagement and option. 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


; SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEE 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


EEKLY 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


azer W. S. Butterfield theatre in 
Hillsdale, Mich. His wife was 
known on Keith’s vaude circuit as 
Clair Lambert. 


Options on another theatre site 
in Fremont, O., understood to have 
been taken by Warner Bros., fol- 
Par-Publix acquisition of 
site. 


Esther Ralston in person at the 
Paramount connection with 
“Manslaughter” (Par) next week. 


J. J. Shelley moves here from 
Denver and Cleveland, succeeding 
Bill Exton as p. a. at Paramount. 


When Grover Cleveland Alexan- 
der joins local ball team “Mud 
Hens,” Fox Movietone will take 
views and record chat. 


A hundred in the shade, but 
Richland Co. fair opened in Mans- 
field to good crowd. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 


No arrangements being made for 
return of vaudeville to B. F. Keith’s 
Theatre, Ottawa, this fall. Present 
talking picture bills are doing 
nicely, and when the stage is again 
used it will probably be for Para- 
mount-Publix units. 


Theodore Arthurs, former English 
ve.udeville actor, has been engaged 
as a staff entertainer by Radio sta- 
tion CNRO, the Canadian govern- 
ment broadcasting unit at Ottawa. 


Bert H. Soper, owner of the Capi- 
tol theatre, Smith’s Falls, Ontario, 
was beaten in the contest for the 
Lanark seat in the Canadian House 
of Commons, Famous’ Players 
therefore has no representative in 
Canadian Parliament, 


Talkies have been introduced at 
Fort Churchill, Canada’s ocean 
grain port on Hudson Bay, the 
Prince of Wales theatre, seating 250, 
having been wired. The natives, 
including Eskimos and Indians, go 
every night. 


After being temporarily “canned” 
in Canada, “With Byrd at the South 
Pole” has again made its appear- 
ance, playing the Imperial theatre, 
Ottawa, during the week of Aug, 2. 


Exhibitors in eastern Canada have 
organized the “Theatre Safety Com- 
mittee” to work in conjunction with 
the Province of Quebec Safety 
League for the adding of safeguards 
fo all theatres. Maurice West is 
chairman. 


Manager Joe Franklin of B. F. 
Keith's is now the watchdog of the 
Ottawa Rotary Club, having been 


Obituary 


JACK PERRY 


Jack Perry, 73, actor and mana- 
ger, producer and writer of vaude- 
ville acts, died at his home, 259 
Hornblower avenue, Belleville, N. 
J.. Aug. 1, after an illness of sev- 
eral months, 

Mr. Perry, whose family name 
was John H. Perry Brown, was con- 
nected with the vaudeville stage in 
one form or another for 55 years. 
He appeared in vaudeville for 35 
years as a single turn, billed as 
Jack Perry, and frequently using a 
partner when billing the act as 
Perry Brothers. 

About 20 years ago he retired 
from the stage to produce and direct 
acts, besides authorizing many skits. 

Mr. Perry was born in New York 
City. At an early age, his family 
moved to Los Angeles, where he 
started his theatrical career at 13. 

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Lillian Perry, four sons, Maurice, 
William, Thomas, and George, all 
living at home, and a sister, Mrs 
Mary Leitch, also of Belleville, 

Interment was at the East Ridge- 
lawn Cemetery, Delawanna, N. J., 
Aug. 4, 


ROBERT M. SLOTE 


Robert M. Slote, 37, manager of 
the Eastman, Rochester, N. Y., died 
at the Memorial Hospital, Cumber- 
land, Md., Aug. 2. 

Mr. Slote managed the Strand, 
Cumberland, for eight years. He 
was brought back there in a wheel 
chair July 11, following an opera- 
tion at Rochester for removal of a 
kidney. Funeral services were held 
at Cumberland Aug. 2, with the re- 
mains taken to New York City for 
interment. 

A native of Hoboken, N. J., the 
deceased was educated at New York 
University. Following the World 
War, in which he served, he joined 
the Crandal theatre organization 
and was located at Washington, 
D, C.; then Martinsburg, W. Va. 

He is survived by a widow and 
one daughter. 

MORRIS WEINSTOCK 

Morris Weinstock, 72, veteran 
burlesque manager, died at Lenox 
Hill Hospital, New York City, July 


30, succumbing to a complication of 
ailments. Funeral services were 
held August 1 under auspices of the 
Elks with burial in the Elks plot in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Brooklyn, 

Mr. Weinstock had been identified 
with burlesque in various mana- 
gerial capacities for the past 4 
years and associated with Sam 8 
Scribner for over 30 years with his 
last employment being that of com- 
pany manager for Mutual whee! 
shows after the fold up of the Co- 
lumbia Circuit. 

The deceased had no known rela- 
tives and for past year had lived 
at the Hotel Flanders, New York. 


CARL ANTHONY 


Carl Anthony, 52, died July 27 at 
his camp near Spencertown, N. Y.. 
after a spell of illness. Mr, An- 
thony spent almost his entire life 
on the stage. He appeared last in 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” but wa: 
forced to leave the cast in June due 
to ill health. 

Funeral services were held Jul) 
30 at the Mount Pleasant Cemetery 
Mount Pleasant. 

Survived by a wife, a son and two 
daughters. 


B. T. WITMIRE 


B. T. Witmire, 62, owner and 
manager of Greenville opera house 
for many years, died at his home in 
Greenville, S. C., July 24. He built 
the opera house some 30 years ago 
and managed it until it was torn 
down five years ago to be replaced 
by a hotel. For 25 years the opera 
house was the home of all road 
shows making Greenville. 

In later years, Mr. Witmire man- 
aged theatrical productions and 
wrestling and boxing bouts in Tex- 
tile Hall here. 


MRS. CORINNE RAY 

Mrs. Corinne Ray, actress and 
widow of “Skates” Ray, died in 81 
Mary’s Hospital, Quincy, IL, Jul 
25 of dropsy. 

Mrs. Ray was the mother of Con- 
nie Ray and at one time was a mem- 
ber of the vaudeville act known as 
The Three Rays. 

Interment was in Graceland Ceme- 
tery, Quincy, Ill, 


appointed chairman of the finance 
committee for the coming 12 
months. 


George Rose has completed the 
financing for the erection of a 
$200,000 theaatre in Oshawa, Ont. 
Construction will start in the fall. 


The new Conservative Govern- 
ment in Canada is expected to give 
further preferential treatment for 
the importation of English films. 
Announcement will be made when 
the new Parliament opens in Sep- 
tember. 


MONTREAL 


Polace—"'The Unholy Three.’ 
Capitol—"'The Love Career.” 
Loew's—‘“Czar of Broadway.” 
lrincess—‘‘Hot Curves.” 
Imperial—-‘‘Vengeance.” 
Roxy—‘‘Street of Illusion.” 
Strand—Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill, 
Orpheum— Stock. 


Neighborhood houses have been 
hitting the main stems hard all year 
under terms of release protection 
by exchanges. Talk now has it that 
the exchanges have clamped down 
on the suburban houses by extend- 
ing protection time to four months 
within a radius of 50 miles of Mont- 
real. George Nicolas, managing di- 
rector of United Amusement, Ltd., 


operating circuit of 17 neighbor- 
hoods, has been fighting such a 
move, 


Consolidated Theatres, running 
five neighborhoods and two first 
runs, including His Majesty’s, last 
legit house left in eastern Canada, 
are tied up under contract with 
United Artists, which will serve 
them exclusively. Group of big 
pictures promised for fall, some on 
special runs at the legit theatres. 


All traveling shows are prohibited 
unless they can pay fee of $1,000 a 
day within the city limits, under 
order of the City Council this week. 


MILWAUKEE 


By TRANK J. MILLER 
Alhambra— ‘Golden Dawn.” 
Davidson— Dark. 

Garden— ‘Numbered Men.” 

Gay ety—Dark. 

Majestic—-‘Second Floor Mystery.”’ 
Merrill— ‘Dangerous Nan McGrew.” 
Pabst— Dark. 
Palace-Orpheum—‘Dawn Patrol.” 
Riverside—‘‘Runaway Bride’; vaude. 
Strand—"Lady of Scandal.” 
Wisconsin— ‘Romance’; stage show. 


“Let Us Be Gay” proved a sur- 
prise at the Garden, where it fought 


the hottest spell in years and stayed 
three weeks, 


Gayety will open burlesque sea- 
son Aut, 16. 


Celebrating Warner Bros.’ Silve: 
Anniversary, all their theatres do- 
nated preceeds of a big special ben- 
efit matinee-Aug. 1 to the Mil- 
waukee Community Fund. 


When Joe Konkel, 36, was brough: 
before Judge Shaughnessy for non- 
support of his wife and family hr 
was roundly censured by the court 
for trying to earn a living as a filn 
extra in Hollywood. It was no wa: 
for a married man to earn a living 
said the judge, and put the erst 
while extra on probation, witl 
strict instructions to stay awa) 
from the lots and get a real job. 

Konkel took French leave fou 
years ago and was arrested on hi: 
return lust week. He said he 
couldn’t earn enough for himself 
let alone send the wherewithal] t 
his family. 


LOUISVILLE 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 


Alamo—‘‘Not Damaged.”’ 

Mary Anderson— ‘Sweet Mama.” 
Brown—'‘'Case of Sergeant Grischa 
Rialto—**The Sap From Syracuse.” 
State—‘‘Let Us Be Gay.” 
Strand—''King of Jazz.’’ 


Regular weekly previews for eac} 
theatre, except Loew's, holds one 
night every week now social. In- 
stead of the usual number of pre- 
viewers, which includes only critics 
and the managers, friends of the 
management being invited 
whenever a spectacular film is to 
be screened. 


Robert Fisher, doorman at Loew’s 
State since it opened two years ago, 
has been replaced by James Calla- 
han, Fisher was formerly a per- 
former, and as a member of quartet 
played nearly every one-night stanu 
in the east, south and middle west. 
Callahan is 19. Three or four years 
ago he tended door at another house 
here and previously was a tap 
dancer. He was in the chorus of the 
Brown stock company here and 
played the Palace as a member otf 
Arthur Corey’s act. 


With the split-week policy of the 
Brown now in effect the house has 
begun extensive newspaper adver- 
tising. Brown ads are now large: 
than any others for local theatres. 
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HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


Following assignments were made 
at the studios last week: 

William Bakewell, “Dark Star,” 
Metro. 

Georgie Stone, Robert McWade, 
“Cimarron,” Radio. 


Blanche Sweet, 
Radio. 

Complete cast of Jack Oakie film 
(untitled) Paramount: Harry Green, 
Eugene Pallette, Lillian Roth, Jean 
Del Val, Albert Conti, Andre Cheron, 
Ivan Simpson, Tom Ricketts, 

Natalie Kingston, “Her Wedding 
Night,” Par. 

Bert Roach, Lucien Preval, 
“Princess and Plumber,” Fox. 

Irwin Connelly, “Fair Warning,” 
Fox. 

Warren Hymer, Humphrey Bo- 
gart, William Collier, Sr., George 
Macfarlane, David Rollins, Goodie 
Montgomery, Elizabeth and Helen 
Keating, “Up the River,” Fox. 

Charles Winninger, “Children of 
Dreams,” WB. 

David Torrence, “Scotland Yard,” 
Fox. 

Edward Martindel Amos ’N Andy 
film, Iadio. 

Marion Nixon, Hugh Trevor, Wil- 


“Silver Horde,” 


“Losing Game,” Radio. Lowell 
Sherman directing. 

Charles Morton, recently under 
contract to Fox has been engaged 
by Radio for juvenile lead in 
“Check and Double Check.” His 
contract has options for five years. 

Sidney Lazarus and Matt Taylor 
to write an original for Columbia. 

Billy Bevan, Julia Swayne Gor- 
don, Charles Sellon and Claire Du 
Bray, ‘‘Love o’ Lil,” Col. 

Complete cast of “Fourth Alarm,” 
Darmour Studios: “Nick Stuart, 
Ralph Lewis, Ann Christic, Tom 
Sanchi, Jack Richards, William 
Moran and Harry Bowen. 

tussell Hardie, “The Dove,” UA. 

Blanche Sweet, “Silver Horde,” 
Radio. 

Evelyn Laye, John Boles, Lyllian 
Tashman, Leon Errol, Andre De 
Seguerola, Mariam Lord and Hugh 
Cameron, “Lilli,” UA. 

Helen Twelvetrees, 
Creeps,” U. 

Jean Hersholt, “The Dove,” UA. 

Charles Bickford, Passion 
Flower,” M-G. 


“The Cat 


F. W. McManus, operator of the 
Tivoli theatre in Sawtelle, is open- 
ing the Nuart, 700-seater, there 
Aug. 15. He is also building a 
1,600-seat house in Santa Monica 


OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
VisiT HOLLYWOOD 


A 
Zw 


* PLAYGROUND OF THE STARS, 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


to be ready early in December. It 
will have stage shows. 


Arthur Greville Collins, young 
English producer, who staged ‘Fata 
Morgana” at the Playhouse, will 
remain on the coast for further 
production activities. He is taking 
“Morgana” to the Columbia, Frisco, 
after it closes here, and ,on return- 
ing will produce two plays here. 


Edward Clark will stage “De 
Luxe Anne” at his little studio the- 
atre in Hollywood, which he is 
operating in conjunction with his 
studio. Play is Clark’s own, pro- 
duced about 12 years ago by Arthur 
Hammerstein, 


Sam Frank, brother-in-law of 
Sam Dembow, vice-president of 
Paramount-Publix, has been made 
treasurer of the local Paramount 
theatre. He replaces Arthur John- 
son, 


Play Shop, colony's principal 
little theatre group, has Georges 
De Porto-Riche’s “A Loving Wife” 
for a 10-day run. In the cast are 
Miami Atverez, Dayton Lummis, 
Carmen Matthews and Rose Apelle. 


“Little Heaven,” new play by 
Olga Printzlau, will be at the Thea- 
tre Mart for one week starting 
Aug. 20. 


Edmund Burns will be opposite 
Dorothy Mackaye in “Cup of Sugar,” 
the show which opens Sept. 10 at 
the Mayan. 


First Charlotte Greenwood comedy 
short for Christie’ goes into work 
this week. Miss Greenwood arrived 
from New York last week. No title 
set. 


Vaudfilms going in Strand, Long 
Beach. 


Belasco will be dark for one week 
following the closing of Ina Claire 
in “Rebound” Aug. 10. “It’s a Wise 
Child” is scheduled to open Aug. 18, 
for four weeks. 


Four one-act plays will be pre- 
sented at the Theatre Mart for four 
days starting August 13. “The Un- 
expected” by Adeline Durlin, “Dear 
Unfair Sex” by John Hendell, “Blue 
Peacock” by Katherine T. Von Blon 
and “Beauty Contest” by Madeline 
Blackmore are the titles. Casts have 
not yet been picked. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SOANES 

New partnership in the aligning 
of George Ebey, lessee of the Ful- 
ton, and Edward J. Hogarty, vice- 
president of the Bank of Italy here, 
involving close to a million dollars 
in realty and entertainment ven- 
tures. 

Hogarty began his business career 
as a box office clerk under Ebey’s 
supervision at the old Orpheum. 
Ten years ago he went into bank- 
ing. With Ebey he will conduct the 
affairs of the Fulton, be interested 
in the new Sweet's Persian Ball- 
recom, now under construction, and 
several other business properties 
owned by Ebey. 

Hogarty had made tentative plans 
to affiliate himself with E. O. 
Bondeson and take over the Fulton 
after the collapse of the Duffy in- 


terests, but Bondeson decided to 
pool his capital with Richard 
Marshal! and Leo Carrillo in the 


management of the Dufwin instead, 
and Hogarty turned to Ebey. 


Fulton, since reopened by Ebey, 


has moved back into the _ profit 
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class. Edward Everett Horton had 
a successful run of light comedies, 
followed by two weeks, one particu- 
larly good, of “Dracula.” Business 
has fallen considerably with Jane 
Fooshee and a short season of light 
comedies with tunes. 

Hogarty and Ebey plan a gen- 
eral house-cleaning. They have 
left for Los Angeles to hire talent 
for the fall season. Later, one or 
the other will go to New York to 
line up plans. Dufwin meantime is 
doing profitably with Carrillo, 
starting with “The Bad Man” and 
following with “They Knew What 
They Wanted,” “Gypsy Jim” and, 
Lossibly, “Cortez,” and a new one 
called “Kebec.” 


Pusiness generally in Oakland 
seems on the pick-up. Carrillo is 
getting two weeks each out of his 
productions; “White Cargo” went 
fur two weeks at the Vitaphone, and 
beth the Fox-Oakland and the Fox 
T. & D. in black, with Orpheum 
doing well and Fox Grand-Lake 
holding up. 


Richard Marshall celebrated his 
entrance into Oakland theatre 
circl}; as a producer by going on 
the sick list. An infection of the 
eyes which bothered him some 
months ago necessitated an opera- 
tion. Convalescing at the St. 
Francis Hospital, San Francisco. 


Lynn Williams, who has been 
speckling the Pacific Coast with 
telescopes at a dime a peep, lost 
two in Berkeley last week. Tele- 
scopes, stands and moncy boxes 
were removed. 


Jchn Wharry Lewis is cut of the 


Fulton as musical director, with 
Chuck Thode in. Lewis’ radio en- 
gagements' interfered “with re- 


hearsals calls for “Little Miss Blue- 
beard,” which had songs. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


R-K-O Palace—‘“Shooting Straight’; 
vaude. 
R-K-O Temple—‘‘Women Everywhere,” 
“Dude Wrangler.”’ 
Loew’s Rochester—“‘Common Clay.” 
EKastman—‘‘Anybody’s War.”’ 
Regent—'‘Courage.”’ 
Piccadilly—Dark. 
Little—‘‘Four Devils.” 
Strand—Change. 
Family—Change. 


Night prices at Natatorium, salt- 
water bathing pool at Sea Breeze, 
cut one-half, to 25c. Effort made to 
popularize midnight bathing. 


Fay’s set to reopen Sept. 15. With 
Publix having firet call on Warners 
product, looks as though Fay’s 
will have to take leftovers. 


Lynn Blackmer transferred from 
Warners’ Majestic, Hornell, to act- 
ing manager Family theatre, Ba- 
tavia. 


Robert M. Slote, manager of East- 
man, who underwent major opera- 
tion recently, failed to recuperate 
as expected after returning to work 
and forced to go to his home in 
Maryland. Edwin S, C. Coppock 
comes from Kansas City to run 
house during his absence. 


Family, which ran sex pictures 
at 50c, now trying animal film, 
“King of Beasts,” at 10c. One of 
oldest houses in city and not go- 
ing so well 


O.-E. Solomon, manager of the 
Piceadilly, which closed recently, 
now at the St. James, Asbury Park, 
N. J. 


PROVIDENCE 


By A. A. MARCELLO 


Loew's State—‘‘Raffles.”’ 

R-K-O Victory—‘‘Capt. of the Guard.” 

R-K-O Albee—‘‘Western Front” (2d 
week). 

Paramount—‘‘Man from Wyoming.” 

Fay’s—Vaudfilm. 

Majestic—Double feature. 

Carlton— Dark. 

Rialto—Second run. 


Approximately 5,000 Rhode Is- 
landers packed Rhode’s ballroom for 
Rudy Vallee, Tickets sold for $1.50 
a head, 


Jack Townsend, assistant man- 
ager at R-K-O Albee, has been pro- 
moted to manager of R-K-O Albee 
theatre here, replacing Henry M. 
Rosen, gone to New Jersey. 


Sound apparatus at R-K-O Albee 
broke down just before start of last 
show. House was packed and, 
despite efforts to repair break, fea- 
ture, “Western Front,” was not 
shown that night. Out of an audi- 
ence of 2,400 only 100 or so were 
given refunds. The others accepted 


tickets for another performance, 


| 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minnesota—“‘For the Defense’; Publix 
unit, “Smart Smarties.” 

R-K-O Orpheum—"‘Lawful Larceny’’; 
vaude. 

Century—“All Quiet’ (3d week). 

State—‘‘The Sea Bat.” 

Lyric—‘‘Recaptured Love.” 

Aster—“The Flirting Widow.” 

Grand—‘“‘With Byrd at Pole” (1st 
half); “The Shadow of the Law” (2 
nalt (2d loop runs), 


George Guise, city editor of “The 
Star,” is handling the publicity for 
“Buzz” Bainbridge at the Shubert. 
Guise managed Pantages here, and 
before that was city manager for 
Miles in Detroit and a district and 
house manager for Publix. 


Minneapolis will be entirely with- 
out burlesque this season. The Pal- 
ace, used for burlesque last season, 
is now a grind film house operated 
by Publix. The Gayety, former 
home of burlesque, untenanted. 


Miller Brothers’ “101 Ranch” Wild 
West show, here for two days last 
week, played to fair crowds. Re- 
duced prices at matinees, 25c for 
children and 50c for adults. 


Walter Greaza, last season on 
Broadway with ‘Remote Control” 
and in stock for several seasons at 
Jamaica, L. L, has been engaged as 
leading man for the Bainbridge 
Players at the Shubert this season. 
He is a University of Minnesota 
alumnus. Bernard Suss will be the 
company’s director. 


The R-K-O Orpheum plays its 
first Columbia picture, “Hell's Isl- 
and,” next week. The first of the 
1930-31 Columbia product to come 
into the house under new contract 
+ be “Rain or Shine,” week Aug. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 
Garden Pier theatre lecsed on 
term by a company headed by 
James Fort. All pictures on grind. 


Belle Baker heads the Steel Pier 
vaud bill this week. George Jessel 
Aug. 16. 


“Shipwreck” Kelly is due to come 
down from his perch atop the Steel 
Pier flagpole next Sunday (10) es- 
t:blishing a record for pole-sitting 
of 50 days. 


Craze for endurance contests here 
includes a man buried alive in a 
coffin 10 feet below the ground. 
His name is Captain Jack Evans, 
who says he served in the British 
army in India during the World 
Wear. Evans is doing his stunt at 
a oardwalk amusement park. A 
hole in the ground, covered with 
wire screen and lit by an electric 
lamp, enables the curious to see the 
youthful stunter. 


Mme. Von Ziebler, once soloist for 
Sousa before an accident cut short 
her singing career, is writing a 
musical play here. 


Golf enthusiasts at one of the 
Boardwalk pony courses have been 
erying “fore” too loud and hitting 
the turf too strong. Police com- 
plaints futile, the anti-golf portion 
of the -esidents are circulating a 
petition to place before the city 
commission. Objection has also been 
made to the music furnished by a 
loud speaker. 


DENVER 


Tabor — ‘“‘Midnight Mystery”; gage 
show. 

Aladdin—‘‘Three Faces ast.” 

Denver—‘‘For the Defense’; stage 


show. 
Rialto—‘‘In Gay Madrid.” 
America—"Dancing Sweeties.” 
Elitch’s—‘‘Let's Misbehave.” 


The following officers elected by 
the Film Board of Trade: Sam Hen- 
ley, pres.; A. P. Archer, vice-pres.; 
J. R. Beal, sec., and Duke W. Dun- 
bar, executive secretary and treas- 
urer. 

R. B. Jones, coming from New 
Orleans, has succeeded Selby Carr 
as publicity director at the Denver 
theatre. 


Ted Mack is being returned to 
the Denver as indef m.c. Third time 
he has been l->re. 


Voters at Longr ont, Colo., north 
of Denver, will vote on the ques- 
tion of repealing Sunday blue laws 


passed in 1882. Petitions asking 
for the election sigred by 1,400. Aug. 
12 vote. 


youngsters’ here have 
rigged up vacant lot near home as 
baby golf hangout and have lowest 
green fees in city—five cents—and 
are getting a great play among the 
kids especially. Probably have not 
paid $60 city license yet. When this 
is called for they will probably 
close. 

Two furniture stores have closed 
out their stocks and have put in 
miniature golf. Figured it was bet- 
ter to get two bits cash than to 
sell houseful of furniture on tick, 


A few years ago the congrega- 
tion of the Cathedral of the Im- 
maculate Conception were donated 
a large gym and equipment by some 
of their congregation. However, it 
is up to the flock to provide the 
money for operating expenses and 
due to the fact that two instruc- 
tors are hired during the school 
year quite a sum is needed. This 
year the committee will try weekly 
picture shows. 


Convention of the Rocky Moun- 
tain MPTOA held here last week, 
Matters of interest to independents 
occupied most of the time and most 
of these were by discussion among 
mcunbers. Some of the subjects 
discussed were “Score Charges and 
Shorts,” “Sound on Film,” “Ex- 
press Charges,” “Single Operators,” 
“Curse of Tent Show and Carnival,” 
etc. 

Officers elected include Harry 
Huffman, Denver, pres.; Mrs. Lee 
Mote, Riverton, Wyo., 1st vice-pres.; 
Tom Murphy, Raton, N. M., second 
vice-pres.; Tom Sullivan, secretary; 
Gus Kohn, treasurer, and Emmett 
Thurmon, general counsel. In ad- 
diticn t> the officers the following 
will serve as directors: L. J. Finske, 
Denver; Ed. Schulte, Caspe-, Wyo.: 
W. B. Cook, N. M., and A. J. Ham- 
ilton, Denver. 


SAN DIEGO 


BY LON JEROME SMITH 


R-K-O Orpheum—‘“Dawn Patrol.” 
Spreckels—‘‘Numbered Men.” 
Savoy Players—Dramatic Stock. 
Fox—‘‘Love Among Millionaires.” 
Fox California—‘‘Lady of Scanda!.” 
Superba—‘‘Raffies.”’ 

Cabrillo—‘‘The Furies.” 
Mission—‘‘Hold Everything.” 
Aztec—‘‘The Other Tomorrow.” 
Broadway—‘‘Not So Dumb.” 
Victory—‘‘Pointed Heels.’ 

Fox Egyptian—‘Divorcee.” 

Fox North Park—‘‘Caught Short.” 
Fox Fairmount—‘‘Around the Corner.” 
Carteri—‘‘Man From Blankley’s.” 
Liberty—Stock Burlesque. 


Montgomery, Ward Co. has 
opened a roof midget golf course on 
top of its building—same building 
that houses the Fox—with eleva- 
tor service until midnight. 


Savoy Players’ business is pick- 
ing up with a new guest star each 
week. Savoy has been playing dra- 
matic stock for nearly four years 
with practically the same company. 


Broadway getting box office re- 
turns by advertising nothing but 
silent films. 


25 DEY ST.cor CHURCH 
ROOM 203- IFLIGHT UF 


Free Pickup and Delivery in Limited —- 
For Full Information Call BARclay 6887. 
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The only factory 
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hand. 
277-279 Columbus 
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San Francisco. Cat 
Free Catalogues 
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DALLAS 


BY RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—‘‘One Made Kiss”; vaude. 
Palace—"‘Way Out West”; stage show. 
Melba—‘“‘Dawn Patrol.” 

Old Mill—‘“‘Girl of the Port.” 
Capitol—“‘Sap From Syracuse.” 


Dave Guion, Dallas, composer of 
cowboy tunes, in New York now 
with NBC hook-up for General Mo- 
tors hour. 


New union shake up includes Karl 
Lambertz replacing Lester Harris 
as director of pit orchestra for Ma- 
jestic (R-K-O) and changes in per- 
sonnel of bands both at Majestic 
and Publix-Palace. Majestic and 
Palace only two houses using musi- 
cians. 


Spite of heat, “Blushing Brides,” 
at Palace, did well on strength of 
good exploitation. “So This Is Lon- 
don” still stands with best of biz 
of summer so far. Was held over 
for week at Majestic. 


DES MOINES 


R. W. MOORHEAD 


Casino—“‘The Dance of Life”; 
Way to Heaven”; vaude, 

Des Moines—Dark. 

Family—‘‘So This Is London.” 
Garden—‘‘Honey’}; ‘“‘“Mammy.” 
Orpheum—“‘Clancy in Wall Street’; 
“Women Everywhere.” 

Palace—Change. 

Paramount—‘‘For the Defense”; “Our 
Blushing Brides.” 
President—Dark. 
Strand — “Recaptured Love”; 
ap.” 


“Half 


“The 


Iowa State Fair, Aug. 20-29 pub- 
licity off to good start. 


Tree sitting popular pastime, with 
one kid atop Orpheum canopy. 
Sport exceeded only by puny golf 
of which town has about 30 courses. 
Some courses giving theatre tickets 
for low score prizes. 

C. D. (Mike) Garrity, manager 
Orph. ‘here, transferred to R-K-O 
house, Cincinnati. Had been con- 
nected with Orph. seven years. Suc- 
cessor not yet named. 


Forty-seven conventions sched- 


Feney for town first six months: of 


Walter Dewey, Chariton, 


now 
Owns the Victory, Fairfield. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


BL EDWIN V. O’NEEL 
Lyrie—*wila Company.” 
Loew’s Palace—‘'Raffles.”” 
Apollo—"“Dancing Sweeties.”” 
ndiana—‘‘Road to Paradise.” 
Circle—‘‘Numbered Men.” 
Ohio—''The Social Lion.” 


Mildred Wood, strip dancer, was 


freed in cou 
rt o x 
decency. n charges of in 


Police Chief Jerry Kinne 
y ex- 
doubt whether squads will 
re inue to watch burlesque per- 
opining that “if they 
sb nt nakedness in Indianapolis, I 
Ppose they're going to get it. Why 


sh 
make chumps of our- 


ninwPerior Judge Joseph Milner de- 

terfen injunction against city in- 

tutine with a greyhound dog 
ng track west of the city. 


wee Webster, publisher of a 
terror}. which has been 
eare J® Citizens with scandal for 

“, Sentenced to 2-14 years and 


fin 
after $25 _on blackmailing charge 
is Out eviction by a jury. Webster 


of jail pending appeal. 


Old dog race track on Allisonville 


road reopenec by Indiana Sports 
Club with wrestling, boxing, minia- 
ture golf and archery as the attrac- 
tions. Dog racing abandoned with 
the failure of the Hoosier Kennel, 
Inc., after litigation last year. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Midwest—‘‘Dawn Patrol.” 
Capitol—“‘Let Us Be Gay.” 
Criterion—“Unholy Three.” 
Empress—“‘Shooting Straight.” 
Liberty—‘“‘Sweethearts and Wives.” 
Rialto—“‘Only the Brave.” 
Palace—‘‘Trial Marriage.” 
Folly—‘‘Journey’s End.” 
Victoria—'‘The Texan.” 
tz—‘‘Golden Dawn.” 


Warner’ Bros.” new $1,000,000 
Midwest theatre, with 1,500 seating 
capacity and the last word in thea- 
tre building, opened at Oklahoma 
City Aug. 1 with “The Dawn 
Patrol.” Governor W. J. Holloway 
of Oklahoma and Mayor Walter 
Dean of Oklahoma City attended. 


The seventh annual _ terrapin 
derby will be held at the “101” 
ranch arena, Ponca City, Okla., 
Aug. 31 and on Sept. 1, Labor Day, 
as part of the annual roundup pro- 
gram, 


CINCINNATI 


BY JOE KOLING 


Albee—"‘Way Out West’: vaude. 
Lyric—"‘Western Front” (2d week). 
Palace—‘‘Blushing Brides.’’ 
Capitol—‘‘Sap From Syracuse.” 
Keith’s—‘‘Midnight Mystery.’’ 
Strand—‘‘The Fall Guy.” 
Family—‘‘Cheer Up and Smile.” 


Little Jack Little, former WLW 
ace entertainer and who now makes 
his home in Cincy, is topping the 
stage show at the Albee this week. 


Saturday midnight shows newly 
instituted at the Lyric by John L. 
McCurdy, R-K-O divisional man- 
ager, already are drawing business. 


The society mob here is going 
showboat. Parties in goodly num- 


ber are in vogue nightly on Bryant’s 
river opry, which has been tied up 
to the local wharf for several weeks. 
“Ten Nights in'a Barroom” is the 
current attraction, with other old 
pop melos to follow. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 


Resumption of producing activi- 
ties by Henry Duffy with backing 
of Winship Estate and others looks 
set for latter part of September. 
Understood he is to have five 
houses in all, Aleazar and President 
here; Duffwin, in Oakland; El Capi- 
tan and Playhouse in Hollywood. 
Organization plans reported under 
way. 


Clem Pope has resigned as man- 
ager of R-K-O’s Orpheum, Oakland. 
He was replaced by Willard Welsch 
moved up from San Diego. 

Ivy Merton replaced Lillian Rich 
in the lead of “Subway Express” at 
Erlanger’s Columbia. Miss Rich 
had to return to Hollywood on a 
picture contract. 


ST. LOUIS 


By E. M. CRIGLER 


Ambassador—“‘Sap from  Syracuse’’; 
stage show. 
‘ox — ‘Romance’; Eddy Peabody’s 


stage show. 
Loew's State—‘‘Good Intentions. 
Bed”; 


Missouri—‘‘Matrimonial Wally 
Vernon's stage show. 
St. Louis—‘‘Hell’s Harbor’; vaude. 
Capitol—Change. 


Municipal—"“‘Student Prince.” 


Thomas D. Soriero, divisional 
manager for R-K-O Circuit, denies 
reports the Orpheum will open with 
vaude and film. A stock company 
is anticipated, in all probability the 
Casey Players return. . 


Municipal Opera, in Forest Park, 
offered for the first time in its his- 
tory, an American premier last 
week when it presented Frederick 
Lonsdale’s translation of “Madame 
Pompadour.” Gladys Baxter sang 
lead role. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Negotiations are on for the Inti- 
mate Playhouse, formerly the home 
of the Bronx Theatre Guild, for 
Yiddish legit next season. 


Vaudeville out at Loew’s Fair- 
mount and Victoria theatres. Lat- 
ter sole vaude house left on 125th 


street, which at one time had as 
many as four. 

Fox’s Audubon rcopens in three 
weeks. 


Comforts |. 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Cluk 


$9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW YORK 
ciTy 


Completely 
remodeled— 
everything of the 
best — Simmons 
furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot 
and cold water, 
phones, showers. 
r Single Room 
for Double Room 


theatrical section. 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Orpheum—"“Night Work’; vaude. 

Angels” (3d week). 

Paramount—“For the Defense’’; stage. 

Coliseum—“‘Caught Short.” 

Liberty—‘‘The Gamblers.” 

"side of the Regi- 
ment.” 

Fifth Ave.—‘‘“Way Out West”; stage. 

Music Box—‘’Three Faces East.” 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Matrimonial Bed.” 


Fox-West Coast planning to open 
Broadway, 1,500 seats, in Tacoma, 
after long dark-spell. Plan is to 
close Colonial (850) and to use 
Fanchon-Marco Ideas at Broadway. 
The other Fox house in_ town, 
Rialto, is 1,250-seater, 


Le Roy Johnson, president of 
Washington State Associated 
Amusements, has appointed com- 
mittee on zoning, which just bat- 
tled for two days at conference 
here without any agreement. 


Furniture Dealers’ Mart, Tacoma, 
at annual national furniture men’s 
convention, used Armanda Chirot, 
Mexican prima donna, and line girls 
of “Brunette” Idea (F-M), for en- 
tertainment. 


Yakima Capitol (Fox) is being 
revamped. Will be one of finest 
houses in entire U. S. for town of 
that size. Seats 2,000. Will be re- 
styled in Rennaisance. 


Joe Cooper, Orpheum-R-K-O dis- 
trict advertising director, worked up 
okay tie-up with fur show, at which 
Bebe Daniels’ gown used in “Dixi- 
ana” was a feature. With picture 
coming next at Orpheum, 


SYRACUSE 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—Dark. 

Keith’s—‘‘Lawful Larceny’’; vaude. 
Loew’s—“‘Raffies.”’ 

Strand—‘‘The Dawn Patrol.’’ 
Paramount—‘‘For the Defense.”’ 
Fox-Eckel—‘Cheer Up and Smile.” 
Empire—Three changes week, 
Syracuse—Vaudfilm. 


Counsel for the Gus Hill Amuse- 
ment Co., Inc., owners of the pro- 
duction rights of “Bringing Up 
Father,” will bring action against 
more than a score of theatre owners 
who allowed the cartoon musical to 
be given by Frank Cosgrove, of New 
York. 

It is said that the New Yorker, 
at one time in Hill’s employ, gave 
productions of the show in New 
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio, and 
was preparing to take the company 
into Canada. 


Plans for the transformation of 
the historic Wieting Opera house, 
the city’s only legit theatre, into a 
garage are complete, and Banclin- 
coln Realty, Inc., a new corporation, 
will take title to the theatre prop- 
erty upon expiration of the Shubert 
lease there Aug. 31. 


Picture theatre owners in the cen- 
tral New York sector of the Buffalo 
exchange area met here Monday 
night to adopt a zoning plan. Ap- 
proximately 50 exhibitors were 
present. Resolutions were adopted 
grading picture housse into classes. 
Abandonment of the long-term pro- 
tection practice is the objective. 

“The Dawn Patrol” holds over for 
a second week at the Sirand. 


DETROIT 


By LEE ELMAN 


Michigan—“‘Dangerous Nan McGrew.’ 

‘ox—‘‘Man Trouble.” 

Fisher—“‘Way Out West.” 

United Artists—‘‘Kaffles’’ (2d week). 

Paramount—‘‘Dawn Patrol” (2d week). 

State—“Three Faces East.” 

Madison—“‘Our Blushing Brides’ (3d 
week). 


A. M. Elliott of R-K-O distribut- 
ing office here was elected president 
of the Film Board of Trade to suc- 
ceed Frank J. Downey. 


Madison theatre to be remodeled 
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YORK HOME 


EASONABLY 
ACTICAL and ECONOMICAL 
HANG, UP YOUR HAT~ ORDER YOUR GROCERIES 


LY PRICED- 


HOME 


Phone: LONGACRE 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING, 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY, 


NEW YORK CITY 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. $15.00 UP 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 


THE DUPLEX 
HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Medallion 8587 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 


IRVING HOTEL 


Newly Furnished 917 Walnut St., 


PHILADELPHIA 


_ 100 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
Weckly—Single, $9; Double, $12; Three, $15. 
With Bath—Single, $12; Double, $16; 
Four, $22 
This Rate for Performers Only 
DAVID ROSEN, Prop. Phone Kingsley 0580 


or more adults. 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


at cost of $50,000. Cooling system 


to be installed. 


Epidemic of P.A.’s getting mar- 
ried. First, Art Schmidt of Publix. 
Then Bill Freyse, also of Publix. 
Now Bill Freelund. Freelund mar- 
ried Jean Canfield, exploiter her- 
self. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 
Ritz—“‘One Mad Kiss”’—Vaude. 
Alabama—‘‘Our Blushing Brides.” 
Strand—‘‘King of Jazz.”’ 
Empire—‘‘Wedding Rings.” 
Trianon—‘‘She’s My Weakness.” 
Galax—‘‘The Sea Bat,”’ 

Chain drug stores here have a 
Hollywood popularity contest on, 
co-operating with Max Factor Corp. 
cf Hollywood. Girl getting the most 
votes gets the trip west. D. &. 
Campbell handling the contest. 


Lyric at Mobile has closed for the 
summeér, having no cooling system, 


The hottest weather in 26 years 
here. Evening shows are floppo. 
Larger theatres with refrigerating 
systems get matinee attendance. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 


Charles Libecap (Rose Kress 
Trio) newcomer. Not much trouble. 
Little rest, then back to work. Had 
breakdown while in Europe. 

Tom Creamer, No. 1 boy from the 
I. A., joins the merry gang. Just a 


little run down. Incipient case. 
He'll get well. 
Joyce Quealy here paying her 


mother (Nellie Quealy) a visit. 

David Mavity left, cured. One of 
the quickest comebacks ever wit- 
nessed here. 

Nell Gordon took a minor opera- 
tion okay. Dr. McGee did the trick 
Resting well. 

Joan Allen much on the up and 
up. Now starting the rest “cure.” 


Monroe Coleman sharing porch 
room with Dick Moore. Coleman 
will also have charge of the X-ray 
room, 


Angelia Papulis left for Steuben- 


ville, O., for two weeks’ vacation. 
First trip in over a year. 

Grant Simpson (O’Connell and 
Simpson) showing results from 
Adirondack air. Lost that tired 
feeling. Weight added. 


Many visitors at the Lodge 


During the Week 
Weather cool here. Must be the 
climate. Saranac’s book okay at 
the town hall. Not one cent miss- 


Great if he succeeds....Everyone 
much well here this week. 


Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Broadway—‘‘Wild Company.” 
Paramcunt—‘‘For the Defense.” 
United Artists—‘‘Raffles.”’ 
Rialto—'‘Bride of the, Regiment.” 
Music Box—‘‘White Cargo.” 


“Greater Talkie Season” is the 
way it’s to be called this year, 
starting Aug. 15. 


Last year local restaurant men 
won some extra grosses by bally- 
hooing “Greater Eating Season.” 
Some talk among ‘leggers to have 
“Greater Drinking Season,” due to 
falling grosses account of wide- 
spread home beer making. 


Charlie Piper, local cameraman, 
has organized Northwest Films with 
Bert Bates and George Vinton. 
Armed with large, new sound 
truck, they will shoot commercials 
and news items. 


ST. PAUL 


Orpheum—‘“‘Cheer Up and 
vaude, 


Smile’; 


Paramount—“‘‘All Quiet.” 
Riviera—‘‘The Bad One." 
Tower—‘‘Captain of Guards.”’ 
Strand—"'Children of Pleasure.” 


Miller Bros. 101 cleaned up here 
partly through play for kids at 
matinee with a 25 cent admission 
instead of the 50 cents the larger 
circuses charge. 


Loop is in one big ery due to 
raids which cleared smoke shops 
and speaks of 75 slot machines 


worth with contents nearly 10 grand, 
Last blow to whoopee business al- 
ready on its knees in the general 
depression. 

“Primrose Path,” sexie, flopped 
for $800 in first week with tae “men 
only” banner flying. 


THE STROUDSBURGS 


By JOHN J. BARTHOLOMEW 


An Arnold Johnson band, with 
Lew Stanley, has replaced Lanter- 
man’s at Penn-Hills Tavern. Lan- 
terman’s at Wind Gap in North- 
ampton county, cleaning up. 

Youngést Met opera star, Gladys 
Swarthout, latest pack Buck Hill 
Falls Inn. 


Jackie Kid Berg, who fights Kid 
Chocolate in New York Thursday 
(7), is training at Castle Inn Coun- 
try Club, Water Gap. Al Singer, 
who defeated Sammy Mandel, is a 
visitor to his old camp also, and 
observing the training of Berg. 
Paulino Uzcudun, heavy, also here. 
Delaware Water Gap is fast ac- 
quiring a name for itself in the 
sports world, 


Spectacular pageant, for Strouds- 


ing in 20 years. All honest here 
but the bootleggers....Report on 
year, one actor got pinched for fast 
driving....Taking visitors through 
San. great racket. Sometimes nets 


a cigar....Vernon Lawrence trying 
to install leather tooling in Lodge. 


bureg’s 200th anniversary, will ate 
tract thousands. About 3,000 people 
'will take part in it. Date is Aug. 
27-29. 
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AND 


LINDHOLM 


A 
a _7 VARIETY Wednesday, August 6, 1930 
i ON APRIL 1 THE SAVOY HOTELS, LTD., LONDON, COMPRISING THE SAVOY, BERKELEY, AND CLARIDGE’S HOTELS 
. INAUGURATED AN ENTERTAINMENT POLICY AT THE BERKELEY HOTEL 
: FOR THIS NEW DEPARTURE THEY ENGAGED 


the Sole Attraction 


PRESS NOTICES 


LONDON “DAILY EXPRESS,” OCT. 19 


“Two men playing on the same two pianos simultaneously, each, that 
is to say, performing with one hand on each keyboard, were among the 
principal attractions at the restaurant I visited yesterday, This feat of 
acrobatic syncopetion was indulged in by FAIRCHILD AND LIND- 
HOLM, two electrically agile pianists, whose energy could only be de- 
rived from a more youthful civilisation than ours.” 


LONDON “DAILY SKETCH” 


“Dipping into the latest H. M. V. issues we would pick out for special 
mention the very sprightly pianoforte duet played by FAIRCHILD 
AND LINDHOLM. It occupied two sides of a ten-inch disc and, being 
a plum label, is excellent value.” 


THE LONDON “TATTLER,” APRIL 23, 1930 


oF I dined at the Berkeley, where crowds of people 
ad come to hear those amazingly clever twin piani TED 
AND LINDHOLM.” I sts, FAIRC 


E. P. Leigh-Bennett in “PICCADILLY MAGAZINE.” 
LONDON, AUG. 31, 1929 


“They play superbly. They are quite unconscious of the fact that 
they symbolise throughout the tensely appreciative ten minutes of their 
presence, the whole artistry and~dominance of jazzdom, under which 
yoke London bows and pays.” 


Have also played the following theatres in London: 


COLISEUM 
PALLADIUM 
PICCADILLY 


ASTORIA BRIXTON CINEMA 


(Return Dates) 


ASTORIA STREATHAM CINEMA 
ASTORIA OLD KENT ROAD CINEMA 


And have doubled at the following Cabarets: 


“SAVOY HOTEL 
CAFE DE PARIS 


CARLTON HOTEL 
CECIL HOTEL 


And in spare time recording for H. M. V. and Broadcasting for B. B. C. 


Thanks to MR. RICHARD COLLETT, who engaged us for the SAVOY HOTELS, 
LONDON, after playing at the CAFE DE PARIS for EIGHT CONSECUTIVE MONTHS 


AND WE ARE STILL PLAYING FOR THE SAVOY HOTELS, LONDON, MANAGEMENT 


New York Representative 
LOUIS SHURR (Of course) 
1482 Broadway, New York 


London 
ERIC WOLHEIM 
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